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heauenty # ;[edowe. 


| 9 E are like vnto that \ 
—/ I kinde of people ,who 
&// .  havingbene led cap- 
7 + tiuc into ſome farre 
Vp 3 countrey when they 
WSO 'S were yong , haue not 
onely loſt their time, buthaue forgor- 
ten alſo both their countrey, narturall 
language, and the amitie of their own 
kindred. For, we areno ſooner our of 
our cradle and ſwadling cloutes as it 
were , burthar our peruerſe and fro- 
' ward affeQions ſurprize vs, as a man 
would ſay, like violent windes, and fil- 
ling the ſayles of our defires, with a 
, thouſand delicat gales, make vs migh- 
"} rely degenerate from our owne natu- 
rall inclinarion,drining vs therby from 
al rrue and right reaſon, For, It out 
; ſoule continue nencrſolitle a while in 
this baniſhmenr, ſhe by and by forger- 
teth her origina!l being , leeſeththg 
B:- Fi 
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remembrance of her principallbene&} 
fice and good, andin bs end, which | 
a farre greater miſchiefe , ſhe forgets} 
teth likewiſe the knowledge of her ſelf, 
Now then there remaineth nothing 
why we are not alrogether like vnto! 
| theſe miſerable capriues . For, if they | 
after their long captiuitic,haueneuer 
ſolittle hope of their returne, or do 
but heare their countrie ſpoken of, a 
man ſhall perceive their hearts to! 
Jeape with ioye in their bodies , ſo} 
greatly dorh this kinde ofnewes pleaſe 
andlikethew.But contrariwiſe,we vt+ 
rerly miflice thoſe men, who labour tg 
call vs home againe vnto the place 
where we hadour hrſt being, and ab- 
horre nothing more then when we ſee 
them marke our ynto vs the ready way 
to come therero. Theſe men will leaue 
the fortunate Iſlands, and returne yn« 
ro the Tthaque , ſet faſt like a neaſt 
builc ypon. the very top of a ſharpe 
Neepic rotke . And we will not onely 
leanethe mire and dirte wherein we 
fir faſt mortrized , rather then we 
wouldpoſſeſſe and enioy moſt aſſured 
and cuerlaſting feliciric . Now, ſome. 
man may peraduenture ſay ynto hs 
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of heanenly Wiſdome, 3 
Tbeſeech.you Sir,where is that felicity 
which you ralke of ? ſhew it vnto vs, 
for that is it that we defire: for whar 


S man is he that would refuſe ro be hap- 


pie and bleſſed? Alas my good friends, 


7 I know that thewordeliketh you well: 


but without doubt yee flie from the 
thing ir ſelfe : or at leaſt, yee follow 


 naughtelſe bur che ſhadow, and leaue 
4 the bodicflying from you , and hunt- 


ing after a vaine cloude of delight;re- 
ie& the rrue,ſound and incomparable 
leaſfure. Where rhenis ir, ſay you? 
ew vnto vs the way and tra,tharwe . 
may ſpeedely rake hold thereof. Shall 
I tell you my good friends one thing, 
and thar is this , would it nor thinke 
you, make you Jaugh to ſce a pore or 
fand blinded man come vnto Pylon, a 


| moſt excellent counterfeitor in pain- 


ring, and importune him ro ſhew him 
his - ny es and exquiſite paintings,or 
to ſce a deaffe man prefſc in totheare 
the ſweet muſicke and hermonie of 7 
Bayf a moſt excellengmuſirion, would 

northe firſt manfaye, ynco the ſand 

blinded man , g$6'rhy 


moue firſt from thee that running hit» 
mor whichis the we 7 It dimming 
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thy-way , and res. 


4 - The holy lowe S 
of thy fight, & vato the other, gothou! 
and drie vp the catarre' which is the! 
occaſion of rhy deafeneſſe , and then 
thou thar arr blindiſh, ſhalr ſee our ex-# 
cellent- paintings, and: thou that an{ 
deaffiſh. ſhalt heare our delicate and® * 
pleaſant ſongs 2 [For,as the pleaſure of® 
rhcſences: cannot be well raſtea nor? 
reliſhed,bur by ſuch as haue whole and} 
found bodies, no more can the con-| 
rentation and delight. of the minde,# 
wherein reſteth our chiefe felicitie,be 
perceiued by any, bur by ſucb,as haue 
cleanſed their ſoules of all finfull and 
corruprluſts, which as falchic botches! 
and blaines. extinguiſh che vitall ſpt-; 
rics int that part of the body wherein 
they are engendred , Heere then you} 
ſee what you muſt do,if you determine® 
to wake your ſelues capable'to taſte ol. 
the fruits of this cuerlaſting happi? 
neſle. Iright well know, that ye areſo 
brought vp, euen fromyour yourh , in 
_ the plea res of your ſenices,and make 
fo much of them,as thatyouare afcard 
yee. ſhall loſe thent ywithour I leave 
this as a pawne: yaro your, which will 
bridg:ynto+ yort farre: more! infinite 
greater pleaſure, and wherewithI wil 
x 5-53 feall 


of heauenly Wi/dome. F 
© feaſt you,and quickly ſhew it you . Bur + 

Z whois able ro make men, thar are no 

F berter then duſt and aſhes z to ſce the 
© eſtate and diſpofirion of a pure and in« 
&$ nocent ſoule,whoſe ation is perfeQly 
11% blefled,and altogether heauenly,wher- 
2 inconſiſterh this moſt excellent con- 
© rencation? In very deed, you prefſe me 

Z tootooſore, and crave at my hands 

$ morethenTam able todo.Bur becauſe 
Z lam loth ro diſcourage you, and make 

YZ you mal-content,[ wil do for you what- 
foeuer I am able. And I willdeale with 
you, as the carriers abour of monſters 
do : For , they ſer vp their pizres ar 
ji. the corners of the ſtreets, 'and hang 
11 our the portraitures of them ar their 
Z owne lodgings , and when the people 
Z haue paid their money at the com- 
2 ming 1n of the gare, then they ſhew 
42 them their naturall and liuely bodies. 
Now, the fight which I inuite you to 
ſee; is this'/Yiſedome ; which we, may 
righcly ſay, to be'rhe'very. truth 'and 
knowledge of all things,bur eſpecially 

of heauenly things , which is full -of 
vnſpeakeable elecreneſſe,brightnefle, 

and ſplendure , and which alſo, if we 
miplit behold face to face, and in her 
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naturall excellencie , would rwuiſh vs? 
* with her Joue, and cauſe vs hare theſe! 
baſe andearthly things, with the loue! 
of which we are fo farce ſorted, eucn® 
to our-yery deſtruftion, 1 will heere| 
hang vp, asit were, vpon the beaten ? 
high waies,picures and images,ſothat # 


if ye be diſpoſed to go right on to the 


gare,yce ſhall ſee both the image and! 
the emboſting of them: which is wirhs | 
.out all doubt moſt maruellous, and! 
when you hauepaid your cuſtome,and | 
pales the borders and limits of this! 

ife,you ſhalſee that,which no rongue | 
is able ro ytter,nor care able ro heare,} 
Bur' ro make you; acknowledge - at| 
length whar this is,and plainly to prick! 


out ynto you ſome dxaughts hereof, 


beſeech' you conſider eucn. of the# 
things which you ſo wonder at heere 
in this world, and fo greedely and e-} 


gerly labour for , and hunt after ,.and 
you ſhall finde , that if you go onely 


ſtep by ſtep on them, and, follow Mill] 


your way, that they will ar laſt bring 
you ynto the knowledge of that which 
you at this day deſire , Bur becauſe 
thar in ſtead of going on them , you 
ſerrle your ſclues, and fir faſt down vp* 

on 
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of heanenly Wiſdome, 7 


Z onrhem,you your ſelues become moſt 
ſe vile andfilchie by them « Now, lervs 


ſeea litcle why you thus ſariſhe your 


7 ſences, and from whence this pleaſure 


and tickling _ ſpringerh, where- 


Z myou eſtabliſhthe ſear of your world- 
# ly felicitie . Commerh this from the 


obicR, of naturall things , rhar are 
growne vnto perfeRion ? Are theſe 
the well mingled, ſorted, and ſctled 
colours, andthe exa@ly obſerued pro- 


} portions and dimenſions, which thus 


pleale the eyes ? What other thing ad- 
mire you in a medow,ennameled with 
a thouſand goodly and odorifcrous 
floures,and ſo richly in dinerſe places, 
with ſundrie colours bedecked? Whar 
other thing admire you in the ſtately 


= buildingsof kings, in their Bracelers, 
= Chaines, and other Iewels, and in 
= the Tables of moſt excellent Pic- 


tures , bur onely this curious obſer- 
vation ? Yea whatother eſtimarion 
make you of the moſt faire ſiweete 
faces of women, with whom yce ef- 
feminately burne in loue , but an c- 
quall proportion, and exaQR diligence 
of narure, in the conformirie and aſ- 
ſemblie of many rhings differing one 
B ui 


| thing is the moſt pleaſant and ſweete * 
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from another z Whar other thing is 7 
the ſweernefle of one eſpeciall voice * 
of a _—__ the melodic of many toge- 7 
ther in conſort , but a iuſt and orderly 
continuation of them all rogether, or | 
ſuddaine motion ef «iany voices, ac: | 
cording to a naturall rule and pro- : 
portion of the ſame ? And what other 
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ſauour that a man can poſliblic ſmell, ® 
but a certaine remperature borh of * 
heate and moiſture, and a certaine 2? 
qualitic imprinted in a bodie, by the * 
ſuddaine motion of one or many cau- 
ſes ? Neither is any thing ſweer and © 
pleaſant in the moſt delicate meates 
and ſauoures, bur a certaine meaſure |: 
of well mixed licoures. Neither doth ” 
the touching of them bring or yceld ® 


any other pleaſure , bur a certaine e- 7 
qualitic and length which we finde in 7 
naturall bodies . Now marke then þ 
all the pleaſures which your ſences | 
can pollibly receiue: yee conſume the } 
whole time of your life, onely about j 
the: for, for them alone,ye wearie your 
bodies with continuall roiling & moi- 
ling, and for them' alone, yee ſtriue a- 


gaiwſt the winds , and crolle the ſeas, | 
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of heauenly Wiſdome. 9 
If then yee finde that all cheſe particu- 
lar things do poſſefle your minds: by a 
certaine yaine ſhew of beauty and ex- 
cellencie,what will yee then ſay,when 
as yee ſhall conſider of them all ar 
once , and at one view , cuen from 
their firſt beginning , vnto the high- 
eſt degree of their perfe&ion ? Shall 
yee not ſee the ſelfe and the ſame 
difference betweene them, that is be* 
tweene one ſtone alone , and 'arx 
whole proude and coſtlie Pallace, 


and betweene one yoice and a com- 


pler and full noiſe of:muſick, and be- 


tweene one finget, andithewhole bo- 


die > What matter can you make of all 
theſe particular things ,' eſpecially of 
cheſe earthly things, when as in lifring 
vp your eyes towards the:Sunne and 
Starres , yee behold [the world, from 
the higheſt part of heauen,tothe Jow- 
eſt parr of the earth-,:eiten from the 
beginning of. the ſame vnto the end 
thereof , and conſider , how many 


wonderfull chings-are'depainted and. 


ſerfoorthon euery ſide? 1f ſo be rhen, 
we-haue done it-to feed: and ſariſhe. 


our ſences onely:, with the communi- 


, 7 caringoftheſe IO exceller. 
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10 The holy lore ; 
things,it muſt needs be that we have Z 
done it ac the leaſt by reaſon of the 2: 
whole workmanſhip and frame of the 7 
fame , the elegancie whereof confi- 7 
ſterh in the accordance and afſembly 3 
of all the other particular beauties & 7 
ornaments thereof , Bur our ſoule,' Þ : 
which lancheth and ftretcherh forch * | 
herdefires and wiſhes farre aboue the 7 : 
reach of our ſences , without we will 7 
M#iolently captiuare, choake and ſtran- ® ; 
gleher , hath no dcfire to ſtay heere,/ 2 
For ſhe findethnothing heere, which, 7 
can any way retaine ,'or yet containe ' 
her. Burt ſheis more honourable then 7 
ſo, for: ſhe embracerth heauen and #7 
earch,compaſſeth all the whole world, * 
pierceth the bortromleſfſe depths, 7 a 
knoweth all things, and beſtirreth and Z 
manageth: her ſelfe, and: 1s ſo glori-| '? 
ous, as that if we conſerue her inher: |; 
naturall excellencie, all the reſt of the | 
things ofthe world , in reſpeR ofher, # 
will ſceme to be moſt filthie and ouge« | 
lie . After ſhe hath behtld her ſelfe, - } 
and exerciſed her ſelfe abour the ſear- 
ching our' of. xauſes i and ſciences, | 
fnding nothing in allthis, no nor any 
thing in her ſg}fe , that liketh her 
Y ſclfe, BH 
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of heanenly W iſaome. 11 
ſclfe,and reſting her ſelfe ina defire 
which ſhe hath to learne , ſhe is en- 
forcedto lift vp her ſelfe farre aboue 
theworld , yea and farre aboue her 
ſelfe, and ſuffercth her ſclfe ro be gui- 
ded by rhe workes of the worke-mai- 
ſter. And there ſhe ſeeth all at once, 


| all forts of beauties and perfeCtons, 
aburring and aſſembling themſclues 
| cuen from their very firſt originall, 
| andby ſo much the morethey appeare 
>= moſt excellent and wonderfull , by 


1) } how much thenearer they come from 


2 thence from. whence they firſt came, 
Z Alrogether like vnto the Sunne 
= beames, which,the nearer they are * 
= the bodie from whence they. ſhoote 
2 andſpred themſclues,the greater, the 
= purer , and the brighter they do ap- 
> peare, I vie eſpecially in this behalfe 
= this compariſon, becauſe that of all 
& things which we know hecre below, 


Z nothing more proportionably agree- 
= cth with our foule , then our fight, 
& which is the mot noble,liuely,8 quic- 


keſt aftion of all our ſences, nor no+ 


& thing more proportionable vnto God 


then che light , which is the moſt pure. 


Z and moſt excellent thing in the worlds: 


I2 T he holy lone 


And the ancient wiſe men haue ſaid, 
Thar the light was Gods bodie, and ® 
the truth his ſoule , repreſenting, # 
ſhewing, and giuing vs araſte as it 
were, heereby, of one of the greateſt 
ſecrers of the. Godhead , We muſt, Z 
therefore open and vnſeele the eyes 2 
of our minde,that we may pearſe into. 7 
this heauenly light , cuen vnto the 
depth of the euerlaſting truth . If we 7 
will neuer fo little helpe our ſelues, 
and lift vp our ſoule , that ſhe may aſ. 
cend by thoſe ſteppes , which offer 7 
thenſelues'vnto her, and hoiſe vp her # 
ſaile on hie, whar delight and pleaſure 7 
might ſhe not hope for, bur wiſh, not 2 
wiſh for, bur ſay , nor ſay , but thinke, # 
which we enioy not in full meaſure ? Z 
yea ſuch pleaſure as that we ſhould 7 
feele encreaſe and redouble in vs, vn- 
rill the time that being aſcended vnto 7 
the feaſt,we ſhould be joined ynrothar | 

firſt and moſt high lighr.So as we then 
being compaſſed with brightneſſe,and'# 
rauiſhed with the fight of chis wonder- | 


full beaurie, ſhould feele the pleaſure 
moſt infinitly ro be encreaſed,&be fil 
led with incoparable ioy,8 to make vs 
generally feorne theſe fleeting &peri- 

thing 
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of heanenly Wiſedome. 13 


2 fhingdelights,altheſe fading &chige- 


able ſwcer pleaſures , which occupie 
our minds here belowe, and none 0- 
therwiſe to be deſired, then as a ſmall 


g ſparke of beautie ſpred ouerys like a 


icarfe. Then ſhall we enter into the' 
ſhop where all theſe rare and ſtrange: 
wotkes were caſt in a mould, where: 
we ſhall not onely ſee the patternes of 
them, and not onely handle the tooles 
and inſtruments,but ſhall alſo ſee, and' 
familiarly Enow rhe very workemaſter 
of them : who will not onely ſhewynto 
vs his workemanſhip, nor deſcifer on- 
ly vnto vs his purpoſes, bur will alſo 
reach vs his arte and ſcience, and 
make ys all perfe& and godly accor- 
ding ro himſelfe. There ſhall we ſee 
the beames of this Deity ſpread all 0- 
uer, and reunite irſelfe vnto this body 
of lighr, whereunro, when we ſhall ſee 
OUT docs conioyned in thought, we 
ſhall chen perceiue art once all the 
cauſes and effeQts of the eternallwiſe- 
dome, whichiparticulatly, and fepa- 
rably may ſeeme tobe able ro be fur- 
niſhed with matter to our grear con- 
tenement, Here then we fee wherein 


conhiſterh our felicitie, that is to ſay, 
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in this vndriable ſpring-head of beau. 7 
tics, in this deepe ſea of all bounties, * 
whereinto all the riuers &ſtreames of * 
the world muſt run, Thar is to ſay,into 3 
this original light,vnto whom we muſt 
eurne our ſelues, and vpon whome we 2! 
muſt faſt fixe and ſet rhe eyes of our ? 
ſoules, if ſo be we loue the erernall. 7 
bleſſedneflce. Alas, how excellent was 
this laſt ſigh of the Philoſopher Plotin, 7 
who hauing now his ſoule geuing vp ® 
her ſelfe berweene his ps , called his 7 
ſchollers ynto him, giuing them this 2 
farewell. My good friends,God graunt | 

ou to liue,both now,and hereafter,in Þ 

lifle for euer, and alwayes turne thar 
godlineſſe thar is in you, vnto that = 
auncient &principall Deitie, O noble 7 


ſpeech, and wortbie the clofing vp 


of the mouth and life of a Philoſopher! ® 
Bur what ſhallwe do for the returning 2 
- of our ſeJues ynto God, and to ap- |! 
pon reunite, and become one with XZ 

im ? Shall we preſent our ſclues vnto. Þ 
his maicſtic in that eſtare wherein we. Þ 
commonly ſtand ? No ſurely, for it we, | 


before ſuch rime as welift vp the eyes 
. of our ſoules towards this cleerc and 


bright burniag light, do nor wipe, and. 


cleanle 
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of heanenly Wiſedome. 15 


Z cleanſe ourſclues, we ſhall, in ſtead of. 
Z enioying this glorious and pure light, 
3 haue thacrlirtle fight that we haue ve= 
Z terlypurour. For,as in the lawe of the 
7 lewes,the woman that offred her ſelfe. 
2 ynto the rriall of the iclouſie offering, 
2 receiued nohurr by the bitter &cur-: 
2 ſed water if ſhewere chaſt and ſound, 
2 burtwas quitand free fro all blame & 
>= ſuſpicion: and contrariwiſe,if ſhe had 
® broken hermariage promiſe & faith, 
2 remained infeQed, and ſo rotted and 
2 burſtinſunder: cuen ſoalſothoſe me, 
Z whozas the members of the Church of 
2 God, haue maried his only Sonne, if 
2 rhey offer themſclues polured and de- 
2 filed to touch the holy fier ofhis holy 
7 ſpirit, are rather blinded, then enligh- 
zZ rened,yea rather conſumed, then war= 
med, Andthis is the reaſon why God, 
> whenashe, having compaſſion of our 
= riine &fall, is willing for our ſaluari- 
= on, todifcloſe vntothe world this light 
2 ofwiſedom, he ſendeth his herault be. 
. & fore.co waſh & make cleane the ſoules 
= ofallſuchas he would hauebehold the 


brightnesof his gloty,We heare euery 
where the ſoiid of the holy voice of this 
Prophgr,crying, M ak ſtraight & plaine 
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the wayes of the lining G:d,repent and bring | 
forth the fruites worthy of repentance, for he 


will come with his fanne in his hand to win» © 


now: the Corne from the Chaſfe, lay vp the Þ 
Corne by it ſelfe, and caſt the Chaffe into e-' 


 werlaſting fier. Secing then that we de- 


firethis great felicitic,and that before 7 
we preſent ourſelues vnto him , we [3 
mult cleanſe our harts and minds, and 7? 
make them capable to conceiue of * 
heauenly things,ler vs ſee what reme- # 
dies we haue for that purpoſe. How- 7 
beit, ler vs ſomewhat alurle before, % 
conſider,how and in what forrwe haue # 
ſo defiled our ſelues, that we might # 
thereby the more eaſily finde out the 7 
meereſt meanes to cleanſe our ſelues ; 
andler vs ſee from whence and which # 
way we are fallen; that thereby-we 7 
may perceive by what meanes we may |: 
be able to lift vp out ſelues againe/ & 
For, God ſaw nothing amongſt all his 
wotkes which any thing drew neare'| 
vnto his perfeftion : and therefore' 
he himſelf was then defirousro mould: Þ 
and faſhion aliuing image of his Dei 
tie; which ſhould be his chiefe and ef- | 
peciall worke, and ſer him in the mid- 
deſt of the world, Whereupon, -man 

| DS. forthwirh 


IO. LIN EEG Geoee ee exe a as a am a t©eoc.o os =p 2 ..c wo a cod. oo oo cwn ” ac . ors sS Gas oc from 


of heauenly Wiſedome. 17 


Z forthwith ſhewed himſelfe in the mid- 
zZ deſt of theearth ſo perfe&t and com- 
2 plere, as that nothing could be wiſhed 
Z robe morecxcellently perfeR. For, he 


being made alinely image, and being 
alſo as ic were bur a ſhort and halfe 
picture, hauing withall, many the li- 
neaments borh of the aire, and of the 
grace of the principali ſubie& or mar-. 
ter,was moſt wonderfully perfe&, The 
holy fier which God had breathed into 
him, being very pure, enlightened his 
ynderſtandung, and filled him with the 
knowledge of all things, in ſo much, 
thathe hauing cruth for his guide,and 


7 vertuefor his ayde,all his ations paſ« 
= ſedwithin the compaſſe of reaſon: and 
= rurning himſelfe continually vnto his 
2 Creator, received tohimſelfe as in a 
= veryclcere Jookingglaſſe, the forme 


and faſhion of the Deirie: in behol- 
ding of whome, he fixed and ſtayed all 
his thoughts,and thereby became very 


{ blefled, for he lived in God, and God 


in him, Burt when as this mirror which 
was beaurtifhed and adorned with the 
obieQ of the Deitie , would needs 
runne him ſelfe amongſt the trouble-' 
ſome and dangerous ſtormes, and 


8. T he holy loge 
thereby defile and ſully him ſelfe, then 
this immorrtall brightneſſe diſdained- | 
any more to ſhew himſelfe vnto him, ? 
and left him alrogether to remaine in | 
darkeneſfſe & obſcuririe. So that man, | 
before ſuch time as he had turned his # 
back vpo Godybeing filled with a moſt 7 
ſure knowledge of all things, is now as i 


it were become brutiſhed,and in ſtead: 3 
of truth,is full of error and lying : and Z 
inſtcadofaruled and moderate will, i} 


is now fu!l of burning luft, ſo as.all his | 
thoughts which before were reunited | 
ro the beholding of his creator, haue 
now ſpread themſclues ouer the crea-! 
tures, &roame abour at all aduEcures 
withour cither guide or reaſon..This' 
concupiſcence and Juſt then hauing 
thus proſticured herſelfe, forthwith F 
conceiuedfin,which comming to a ful Þ} 


growth,amended death. And death in 


deed, brought forth the extremitie of 
al euils,and death Iſay, the hope of all 
horror and obſcuritic,whercin, all the: | 


while that mi was ſwadled & wrapped, i - 


was neuer ſince euer able ro receiue 
the brightnes of the immorral lighr,ne 
yerattaine againe ynrothe condutt of 
the truth,the only beholding ——_ hs. 
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able to keepe him backe fro comming 
to the poinr of his felicitie, When man 
ſaw himſelfe thus defaced, he was diſ- 


Þ pleaſed with hinſelfe;& curſed hislife 


as a gulfe of miſerie, where he ſaw no- 


Z thing before his eyes bur cofuſion and 
= darkenefſe.Andall his animaduerſions 
= were nothing but of euils, and all his 
Z hope of nothing bur of calamiries. 
= For,God being nothing but righteous, 
* and man,nothing elſe bur finne, whar 
= meaſure or end could there be of his 
& puniſhment? Howbeit , the eternall 


wiſedome who wrought with God in 
the creation of man,hauing compaſſi« 
on of the lofle & deftruQion of ſuch a: 
worke, came, as Tertull;anſayth, tolay' 
a ſteepe the poiſon'of death inhis own 
blood,to waſh & cleanſe vs, & beſides, 


2 roturne away the iuſt wrath of his Fa- 
= ther, that he might haue mercy vpon 


vs, and ſo turne vntoys againe. Thus 
we ſce how we are entred againe into. 


grace with our God, purified by his: 


4 mercie, called againe ynto the know-: 


ledge of his truth, and the beholding 
of his glorie. Howbeit, we are ſo per- 
uerſe & obſtinate in our curſedneſſe,8& 
ſogreat enemies to our ownefelicitie, 
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as that ſo ſoone as this eternal! light | | c 
would begin to appeare and ſhine vp | 


ſ 
pon the cleareneſſe of our conſcien- ; 
ces, there ro exprefle and rcimprint BY » 
the face ofhis Deirie, and relicue:and 

.E 
recharge the lincaments of this de- i , 
uine wiſedome, which are ſo ſhame- i . 
fully defiled, and as it were vtterly de- 3 -» 


faced, as thar we make a thouſand 7 
foule blemiſhes rebound vpon our * 
ſclues, which blind and defile vs, and 7 
thruſt them ſejues betweene vs, and Z 
the grace which ſhould enlighten vs. # 
We muſt therefore as ofcen as we de- } 
file our ſelues, ſooften alſo lay rooour | 
hands to wipe away our foule and fil- } 
thie ſaines,for rhe cleanſing and clea- | 
ring of our ſoules, ſo that we thereby 

being poliſhed, the beames of our prin- # 
cipall bounrie and goodneſſe may 7 
cauſe the cleareneſſe of vertue and | 
truch moſt clearely ſhine, and brightly 
burne ypon vs. Here then we ſee the 
meanes which we herein muſt hold 
and keepe: ler vs now Jooke what the 
cauſe of this ..euill is, and: then let vs 
alſo wiſely confider of the remedie for 
the ſame, In very deede, ourperuerſe 
and corrupt iudgement , is the very 
fountaine 
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teth and ouerthroweth our ſentes : for, 


of heauenly Wiſedome. 21 
fountaine of all our offences, and the 
ſpring-head of thar peſtilent humor, 

b ſo infeteth and ſpoyleth vs. 
The things which ſpoyle and trouble 
vs, are the delightes and pleaſures 
which on euery fide alure vs, and make 
vs drunke before we are fully awake. 
This licour then being mixed amongſt 


| ourtender ſenſes, by reaſon of the in- 


firmitie of our age, ſo delicately ſeaſo- 
neth vs,as that we can neuer after loſe 
and forget the ſauour thereof ..-We 


Z content not our ſclues with moderat= 


ly drinking, but we will be ouer head 
and eares alſo, rarrying Mill by ir as if 


| wewould haue the ride ouerflowe ys, 


Jeauing our ſelues drowned as it were 
ypon the ſwallowing quickſand of mi- 
ſcrable old age. Now theſe ſweet 1i- 
cours wherewith we fo fill and glut our - 
ſclues, turne by and by into birrernes, 
and fill our harts and minds with a ve- 
nemous humor, which infe&eth and 
corrupteth vs. For,the affeftion which 
we bearevmo rhe beauty of theſe cre- 
ated rhings , being enterraincd and 
Aattered by vs;changerh it ſelfe into a 
furious and mad luſt, which! peruer- 
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the flattering and difſembling defire 
which we haue ynto theſe worldly ri- 


ches, turneth irſeclfe into a blinde and 


ſenſlefle paſſion, and are none orher- 
wiſe robe eſteemed in this world, but 
as the ordure and-excrement of the 
.carth ; and the loue of falſe honor 
conuerteth it ſelfe into a foolith deſire 
tobe farre more then the reſt ofthe 
world, and chalengerh vnrco it ſelfe the 
reuerence and ſeruice that is due vn- 
co God himſelfe. The pleaſure which 
werake in our feeding, is turned into 
beaſtly and ſhameleſle glutrony : The 
"care that we take in preſcruing our 
bodies delicately,growerth inro beaſtly 
yncleannefle, and filthy luſt, and the 
.worthinefſe that we belecue roo too 
much ofour own courage and valure, 
eurneth irſelfe into outragiotis choler 
and raſhneſle, And ſurely, our minds 
being ſtopped and opprefled with 
 o fouleand ſlimie humors, can nes 
uer breathe forth any thing thar is 
pure andcleane, Now, for the pur- 


ging of all theſe ſubrile and mortal 
Pp 


ons , and poyſons of the minde, 

we mult ſee what remedie we can 
Ende out for them, and it may be, 
Et it 
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it will be to my purpoſe ro vſe the 
connſell which a good auncient Fa- 
ther gaue ynto a religious nouice of 
his houſe. Like as wiſe nurſes (ſayd 
he) when they will weane their chil- 
dren, will-rub the neble of their teare 
with wormewood, and other bitter 
druggs, euen ſo muſt we be dealr 


withall for the making of vs loſe the 


taſte of our delightes and pleaſures, 
for wee muſt ſer downe vnto our 
ſelues a certaine puniſhment for our 
luſts, and change the houres of our 
pleaſures into rigorous and auſtere 
exerciſes, and at what time we are 
wonred to take our fooliſh and diſ- 
folure recreations, let vs examine 
with all ktmilitie , whar paynes and 
rorments our finfull and deteſtable 
life deſerueth. I cannot tell whether 
this good old Father in ſpeaking this, 
chought ypon the cuſtome which the 
Hebrewes vſed, who made a folemne 
feaſt vgon that day that they began 
to weane any of their children, or 
whether they reioyced in that their 
children left their weaker foode, and 
fell co more ſtrong and marrowye 


24 The holy lone [| 
their example vnto a new kinde off* 
dyer. For we may veris fitlie applieF* 
this exaraple vnto the inſtruRion c 
our mines, 15ſoVe we will weane our 
ſelues from the milke of our deligh 
and ſweare an irreconciliable diuorce 
betweene vs and our finnes, inuiting 
our ſchues vnr» t':c like feaſt, as he 
mong®% thoſe hohie religious men, f 
whome 7hylo, in the booke of a co 
remplariue life, maketh mention, did 
They mer together ar this banquet, 
and the firſt, principal] and moſt deli 
cate and ſweer diſhes, were the moſt 
beaurifull and beſt raſting fruires of 
true wiſedome, which were pteſenrec 
vnto them by a moſt elegant pre: 
ching of the Prophets and commau 
dements of God, as pure and vndeti: 
led veſſels. Their retoycing, was con- 
folation,their paſtime,auſteritie,rtheit 
. delicate diſhes, abſtinence. Their, 
mindes bcing ſatisfied with ſuch mar 
Towy meate, they were ina maruclo 
great and firme tranquillitie, ro be at 
leyſure ro follow their moſt happit 
contemplation. And ſurely this exer- 
ciſe would become ys all very well,ne: 
_ uertheleſſe, we had need euery one 
vi 
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ys particularly ro accompliſh this our 
" 1: urging of the ſoule, which we call re- 
cntance, by meanes whereof, our 
oule returning into her ſelfe, ſhall be 
ble ro wipe our ſpot by ſpor, the blots 
hat there moſt filchely do ſauour.. 

. Wecing then thar rhis repentance 
MFhould be vnto vs as it were the. en- 
France and preface of a good and per- 
:& life, which ſhould make vs cleane, 

e ſhould therein exerciſe our ſelues 

oth carefully and ordinarily. For,ſee- 

g we are determined to ere a 
'emple in our ſoule, wherein to lodge 
eDeitie,we muſt therfore through- 

waſh and rewaſhthe ſame with this 
urifying water, and thinke that ir is 

d vs vnto whome EXechias ſpeaketh, 
hen as he ſaid vnto the Leuits, Lifen 

' Wnito me, and ſanitifie your ſelues , make 
. Weane the houſe of the Lord, and thruſ? the 
.Wthineſſe ot of the Sanftuarie. we will 
we our Spirite to be hs Aulter , our 
ghtes, his offerings : our prayers , his 
eſents : and ſhall we offer them in a filthie 

. Wece *would he not then ſay vntovs,. 
Mat which was ſpoken vnro the Iewes. 
I che mouth of Malachy,faying,l have 
t ſet mine heart vpon you, neither will I 
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receive any ſacrifice from you, becauſe youu 
are moſt filthie and ſwull of pellution, But? 
how ſhall we begin to performe ſuch} 


{ 
a glorious and profitable an aQtion?W; 
Saint [ohn Chryſsſtome teacheth vs, and! 
geueth vnro vs an excellent inſtruc-Ft 
tion hereof: We muſt (ſayth he) looke/e 
well ynroour ſelues, and hauing com-Wu 
paſhon of our miſerie, we muſt rubMc 
and make leane our hearts : ſo as we« 
muſt alwayes haue our mouths full ofFc 
the confelling of our ſinnes, and the} 
reſt of our ations, in great and ſingu-Yc 
lar humilicie, The filchy, ſtinking, and 
brutiſh concupiſcences of ours, finding 
out hearts voyd of the grace of God, Fr 
place themſelues there, and in ſuch'Zr 
ſort puffe vp and harden our harts, a7 c 
that no goodnes can now enter them, # q 
without we firſt preſſe and ſqueeze? 1 
them betweene our hands with ſharpe'? n 
& earneſt contririon.To be ſhorr,if we; } y 
ſhallnor haue blowen this bladder full? y 
of wind,we ſhalneuer find this ſpiritu-'F r] 
al licour, & this holy oyle of conſolarid} 
euer to be placed there. This was the 

preſumprion that firſt aſſaulred the 

Angels, and ſince that rime hath ſa 

a ſnare or pitfall ro trap our feet ny 
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ZThis is that thing which as an heauic 
RFcounterpoiſe keepeth vs continually 
#ricdynrotheſe worldly luſts,and which 
#ſertle our deſires in our ſelues,and ma- 
Ekerh vs belecue that we liue only for 
Fthis world,and ſtayeth alſo the ſayle of 
Zour ſoules from lanching towards hea- 
Zuen. How ſhall we then rid our ſclues 
Jour of this? Forſooth, in caſting back 
# our eys ypon our life,in conſidering of 
Zour fouleneſfle 8& deformitie, & in be- 
holding how many miſeries & affliios 
*Zcorinually ſurprize vs,which we neuer 
Z once loked for. If the wuſtice of God, 
2 ouer-compaſlionar inour behalfe, did 
2 not ſufficiently furniſh vs with matter 
robe angrie with ourſelues, or if be- 
7 cauſe wee are too neere vnto our 
em, # owne harmes, we cannot ſee rhem, 
ere. 7 lervs turne our eyes ypon the mfinite 
rpe;? millions of men which now are, or 
we. |} yet heretofore haue been , and ler 
full} vs marke what a ſmall and ſhort thing 
iru-'F their life is, and hath been, and yer 
arid although it bee neuer fo ſmall and 
rhe ſhore , yer it is enuironed with in- 
che finite ſorrowes, griefes, and cares, 
ſa which are the verie fruires of theyr 
knnes and wanſgrefſions, Do not all 
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men living continually cry and com? 
playne of their miſeries and miſhaps}'Z; 
Now, it is no reaſon that we moſt (in. 


\ 
full and filchie wrerches that we are, 7 
ſhould ſeeke our of our ſelues the# 
matter for which we ſhould be angrie 1 
and grieued with our ſelues, For, ours 
conſciences do commonly tell ys, and? \ 
continually repreſent vnto vs in de/31 
ſpite of.vs, the regiſter of our ſinnes: 7 
agreeing with that of Democritus ſay-* 5 
ing, That hee heard the voyce of ?c 
malice and finne accufing her ſelfe;? 1 
Ouer and beſides all this, the heauen-t 
Jy iuſtice, or rhe fatherly care of God c 
continually ſhewerh vnro vs his rody i 
ſomerimes ſtriking vs with them, ro, 
make vs awake, and leape our of thi p 
miſerable, filthie, and dirtie puddle y 
Bur if nothing will cauſe vs ro hate ow v 
ſelues, and deteſt our miſerable fin-+ 
full life, let vs conſider with our ſeluey$1, 
and thinke of this hideous and rer#b 
rible image of dearh,ynto whome our g 
finne hath deliuered vs vp. For, deat w 
. followeth ys hard ar our heeles bothFttl 
by ſea and land, he embarketh himſe=lFfo 
with vs, and rideth on horſebacke beth 
ainde ys, and leaueth ys nothing a" Cs 
onh: 
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om} only our ſhadow. We do nothing elſe 
'Z all ourlife long bur flye from him, and 
-yerweareſtillneererand necrer him. 
*Itis he that in a moment cutreih off 
=* the thread of our deſires, and he, who 
prie2) yppon the ſuddaine, bereauerh vs 
out”? of all that we haue ſcraped rogerher 
and} with grear paine, and inthe end ta- 
de7 keth our ſelues away cleane our ofthe 
1s: 7 world. Sceing then rhat his image is 
ſay-? pitured outto be ſo feareful inall che 
> of corners of our life, let itbe abridle to 
]fe,-? reſtraine our filchy luſts,and ler ys op 
en) backe when weſce ſuch a bottomlefle 
00/F deapth lye wide open before vs. Bur 
ods if we haue ſoengaged and bound our 
, to ſelues before hand, as that we cannot 
thi goe backe, yer hearleaſt forewarnerh 
dle7 vs of the danger,andler vs forſake this 
owÞ vile and heauie burden of baggage, 
fi9-2 that we may the lightlier leape, and 
16 luſtelicr $kip ouer this dangerous 
re-@breake-necke, and leape into thar 
Zgoodly and flouriſhing playne, which 
at} we ſee ro be on the other fide, which is 
Frhar eucrlaſting life thar we all waire 
for. Howbeir, ifthe remembrance of 
this tempora!l and corporall death 
au cannor poſſibly wither and dry vp our 
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thoughts, who is he amongſtvs whea ? 
we ſhall but once think ypon the othe” 
death which afcerward threatneth vy/Þ 
which isthis ſpiritual & erernal death? 
that wil nottremble & gnaſh his reel 
with feare ? yea a moſt horrible death? 
becauſe thatthey ypon whom ir layet? 
hold, do dye cternally, nor looking fa” 
the bleſſednes whereof they depriuet? 
themſclues for cuer,andyerliue fore} 
uer, bur altogether in ſorrowes & ror; ?] - 


ments, whereunto they are eternal 


reſerued. Alas, are not weable fore | 
ribly & horribly ro piture him out, af 1 
thac we ncuer dare once behold hi | 
looks?Let vs piture the dart which b# + 
carierh inhis hand,with fire and flame? 1 
round abour it, and arme it with heF-1 
fire,& with firetorks and rongs. Bur wel * 
corrariwiſe garniſh him with al mand ſ 
of ornamers ro make him ſeeme plexF \ 
ſing vnto our eyes, & ſer a falſe coulaF \ 
vpon him, to make him ſhew more#X #5 
L 
: 
c 
6 
{ 


greeable ynto our liking,we ere aus 
rers vnto him, & neuer make feaſts & 
reioycing, bur when as we conſecrat 
cur foules vnto him. And when 1s that 


forſooth eucn then, whenwe bath a 
fcluesin theſe worldly m— 2 £ 
ra6*s 
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2 ther, when we plunge our foules into 
! thar infernal] riucr of forgerfulneſle, 
* which putrech our rhar heavenly fier 
= tharis1n vs, rocketh vs afleepe, & ma. 
7 keth vs become moſt bruriſh &beaſt- 


ly.And yet notwithſtading we then ſay 


Z thatweliue,nor counting any of thoſe 
7 dayes any parc of our life , which we 
7? paſſe not ouer inpaſtimes & merimets, 
2 nay rather which we paſſe norouer in 
'7 fins &rriſgrefſios, Surely we are much 
2 likevnto thoſe ſaiſers which turn their 
# backs vpothe place where they meane 
7 togoaſhore, We make a ſhew asthogh 


we would eſchue this death, &yer ac- 
cording to the courſe. of our liues, we 
run ynto it with open mouth. Let vs 


therefore looke wiſhly vpo this death, 


and on as many other rocks as we muſt 
fayle and flote by in this voyage, that 
we may feare. And ler vs conſider,that 
we are now ſo wounded and bruſed, 
as that if an eſpecial! fauour from hea- 
uen ſaue ys not, we ſhall be hardly 
able to auoyd ſhipwracke. This is the 
contritio which ſhould be in our ſouls, 
& this is that bitter repentance which 
ſhoulde drawe bloudie teares cuen 


& fro out of the borrome of our bowels. 


C 111) 


Euen our own ſelues for the rec6ciling 7 
of vs ynto our God,& to renue our li 2 
of fin and wickednes, into puritie an? 
cleannefle. This is it that ſhould cauſe? 
vs to center into judgement with ou? 
ſclues, that we might not be reſerue( 7 
vntothe day of that moſt heauy indge.? 
- mEt, For what man is hethar is ablea'? 
thar day to iuſtifie himſelfe 2 Now,its 7 
not enough that we haue had thi 


£ 
i 


= 
os 


comfort, And it is he that muſt accept? | 
of our ſorrow and griefe, and he, vn | 
 whome we muſt make an honorable? 
amends, and fimply and plainely con? } 

feſſe our errors. For, ſeeing ir is hi? | 
Pleaſure, thar his goodnes which hes'7 | 
able to keepe and reſerue ynto him? + 
ſelfe,ſhould be poured our vpon all hi | 

creatures, and that he hath made all'* ; 

chings to manifeſt his glorie, and be? | 
| 

| 

| 


ſtowed the vſe of our life only to glori? 
fie him,neither are we any way able to? 
'Tepare the offence which we commit 
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hate 2 vſc of our life, but in manifeſting thac 
ting? he hath created vs to do good, &thar 
rl? we our ſelues. haue conuerted our 
> ſclues only ro do ill. And therefore we 


2 muſt ofneceflitie vndoubredly declare 


out! ourſelues, and all the good which we 
7 hopeafter,to proceed from him alone. 
and”? For,if fobe we ſhall be filenr,after thar 
cept? we haue once acknowledgedour euill, 
m2? iristo be belicued that we will perſe- 
able”? uere with this filEce all the daies of our 
on-22 life paſt, and ſo approue by this ſilece, 
 hi'7 that we cannot freely be found faulc 
eb withall, And Tertullian exhorting vs 
11-22 vnto this confeſſion, telleth vs, that we 
[hs do not confefle our ſelues vnto God, 
eal'7 as ifheknew not our finnes before had, 
be? bur becauſe confeſſion is a counſel vn 
or-2 to ſatisfaftion,and maketh vs aptvnto 
e (027 reconcyJiation, and reconciliation vn- 
mi ro mercy, and mercy vnto euerlaſting 
theY life, Now, the ſatisfaQtion which we 
vie E. - Cy 


' with thoſe that are ſanflified, and preſent 


IS» 
#2 
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looke for, commeth from his fauour!?! 
and grace,by which only we muſt, and'?? 
may be reſtored vnto immorraliric,'? 
and this grace is not geuen vnto any, 
bur voto ſuch as acknowledge them-M 
ſelues to be miſerable finners, and not. 
geuen by any,burt by him that is chiefe/# 
in power, It muſt needs therefore be,/7 
that the word which he hath beſtowed 
yponvs togloritic himwithall, muſtbe# 
employed ro the manifeſtation of out? 
miſery, becauſe the confeſſion of out#? 
finnes, tuſtifieth the goodnes of God} 
"which we haue as much as in vs liethR - 
vtterly peruerted, We muſt therefore 
pray vnto him to forgiue vs, as if we? 
ſhould ſay, that he may and ought to? 
punith vs, and fo thereby reſtifie hi? 
power and righteouſnes.For this cauſe 
It is why the Prophet 1ſzab calletl 
vs, when as he ſayth, Go? your waya 


Jour Confeſſion vnto God with the lining 
O ſayth Fecdeſtaſtes, it s a good thing wha 
as he that i found ina fault will manifeſ 
bu repentance, And truly it were a great] 
glorie for vs, ifwe would. be once fo} 
couragious as openly to confefſe out 


{innes, and hey that as we haue boy 
the: 
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2 the firſt char haue ſinned, ſoalſo we 
ne? arethe ficſt that dorepent. Howbeit, 


4 6, . . . 

2 there remaineth in vs a fooliſh ſhame, 
27 which abidetch with vs as the $skarre 
= of ſinne, and cauſeth vs the ſlowlier 


2 and hardlier to do it. This was the 


2 cauſe why the auntient Fathers in fit- 
7 ring them ſeclues vnto this our infir- 
EZ mitie,and ynto the weakenefle of ſuch 
Z allo which might be offended in the 
2 reciting ſometimes of very ſtrange 
2 ſinnes of ours, were contented that we 
2 ſhould pur downe and poure our the 


& ſecrers of our conſcicnces into the 


Z boſoms of thoſe ynto whome they had 
= geuen power to binde and loſe , and 


0M apply varo ys the grace by which we 
= are redeemed. And from this miſte- 


| ric we receiue a marueclous fruites 
when as it is worthely adminiſtred vn- 
to vs. For firſt, he that is appointed to 
the diſpenſation of this grace, being 
made vnto vs the father of the ſpirir,is 
to bring the ſame vnto vs for the com- 
fort of the-miſtery which he findeth in 
vs by the trial of our life,euen the very 
ſelfe ſame affeRion which a louing fa- 
ther inthe bchalfe of his very fick ſon, 
vato whom he bringeth beſides help & 


36 T he holy loue ". 
remedy,the hope ofhealth,wherewith'? 
he feedeth him. For he ſhould in the 7 
fellow feeling of our miſery,and taking*? 
vpo him the burden of our fins,help to 
relieue ys,cuE then whe we faint in the? 
middeſt of our courſe. This example # 
which God hath ſer before vs, who (as: 
Iſaiah ſayth) came himſelfe firſt, and 7 
bath layd vpon his owne backe all our miſe} 
ries, and borne vpon bis ſLoulders all our diſ- 
eaſes, After he hath thus imparred v7 
tovs this comfort,he is todire@vs vi: 
tothe way of truth, and with the in 
Arrumec of the word of God,wherin he? 
4s exerciſed, to till the faich which he'7 
bath ſowed in vs, which, by reaſon of? 
the barrenneſſe of the ground where? 
1n it is caſt, had always neede to haue.” 
the help and care ofthe husbandman,?: 
For we are properly like ynto a ſmall? 
Boate, which is forcibly rowed with® 
ores againſt the ſtreame: bur if the wa? 
rermen neuer ſo litle leaue rowing, ſhe 
fleeterh back more in an hour,then ſhe? 
did itta whole dayes rowing. The end? - 
and conſummarion of this holy ation? 
35 this,thar when we call vpon the hoh® 
Ghoſt, our grace is pronounced vw 


t0, vs, and confirmed as it were bj - 
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th? che iudgementof the church,which is 
2 acertaine pawne and teſtimonie,that 
7 asweare heere in this world kept fine 
*# and cleane by him or them ypon whom 
2Z ſuch graces are beſtowed,ſo ſhould we 
2 alſobe in the orher, by him, ypon 
2 whom he hath appointed them. There 
427 reſteth thE nothing after this, bur chat 
2 wehumble our ſelues in acknowledg- 
{23 ing the grace which we have receiued, 
> athingthar we hardly can obtaine ar 
= curownhands. Now we will not great 
= lieſtick ro admire art this, but we will 
= neuer follow rhe example of our fa- 
-* thers,which at that time vſed this holy 
* repentance . Yee ſhould haue ſeene of 
theſe men , ſaith this Tert#llian, knee- 
ave”: ling atthe feere of the Aulters, coue- 
an, red with ſackcloth and aſhes , bewai- 
nal”? Jingbirterly cheir ſinnes,and wringing 
vith!* themercie of God from him.Bur theſe 
wel areremedies which we neuer ſecke af- 
ſhe ter bur by maine compulſion : for the 
ſhe? ſhame which we haue of dooing theſe 
end? good things ,rebateth and ſtrangleth 
jon} wharſocuer goodthing we are any way 
oh forward in. And it is grear pittic, thar 

2 thatwhich neither the voice of the 


t: holy Ghoſt, the counſell of the Pro- 


- 
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phers,nor the example of the holy F4. 


thers,is able rodraw vs vnto,the wrath « 
and vengeance of God will bring 3! 
vnto,mauger our heads , In yery dee('7 ' 
we pur on fackcloth,burwe doit wha | 

| 


we canno longer tarcie: we caſt aſha 


2 4 


% 
ka 


on our heads, but wedo it hypocriti-* 
cally, before ſuchtime as the wrarh of? 
God commeth , which findeth vs our, 


And we creepe and lowre ynder the? 


Aulrers, but it is becauſe we would fie? 


{ 


from his hand rhat purſuerh vs . 07 
rebellious and curſed ſeruants tharwe? 
are! for we neuer reuerence our mar 
ſer, but whe as he ho'deth his ſcourge? 
ouer vs to correct ys,and we neuer ciyÞ 
him mercie ynrtill ſuch time as the 
ſword is readic tocutour throtes, Ani 
therfore we muſt ſo humble our ſclus# 
beforehim,as that we rhruft not fron#! 
vs,by vaine & preſumpruous thoughts, 
the grace, by which we are cleanſed 
and purified. Now,when we ſhall haue 
thus gathered as ir were intro oul 
hands the finnes, which are the briars 
and brambles of our ſoules, and wats! 
red the field of our conſciences with? 
reares , and ſoftened and made them} 
tender by this manner of dealing , and} 

| driuasy 
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7 Fad driten away the cloudes which did ſo 


o 


rath 7 ouer-ſhadow vs,and that the Sunne of 


g 1.7 the grace of God, ſhall begin to ſhine 
dee? vpon vs and warme vs, we muſt then 
than heerevpon ſowe ſuch ſeed as may in 
7 rhe end bring forth for his fruice, an 

\Z heauenly and immortall life , And this 

Z ſeedis our will, whichas it bloomerh 

> cither well or ill, -euen fo bringeth ic 

\# forth either good or bad deedes. Now 
e> this arguethwell wich the meaning of 
© Theages the Pyrhagorilt : for he ſaith; 

2 That this will was as it were the hand 
> of our ſoule,wherewith ſhe rurneth all 

2 things eicher vnto good orill : which 
ys the very ſelfe ſame that the ſcrip- 
7 tureteacherhvs; That God in the begin= 

= ning made man , and left hin in the hand of 

| bis owne counſell , he ſet fier and water be- 

= fore him , that he might beare them in 

& which hand he would : Which was the 
thing that might addrefſe rhis will 

ynto good , and this is the. ſound 
reaſon , which is the rule that gui- 

.dech all things varo rhat end where- 

vnto God hath creared them . Be- 
cauſe man might the better dif- 
ccrne, that ir was-eafer for him to 

doo good , then to. doo ill, and thas 
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he hung not alwaies ypon any doubiz* 
full determination , and beftdes the® 
naturall light, which he had giuay 
vntohim , he gaue him alſo his laww 
preſerue him,if he would keepe it,an(® 
rogs many of vs as live in his faith 
And beſides his law and commande? 
ments,he hath giue ynto vs his grace® 
which ſo long as we keepe ir , maket# 
vs to donothing bur that which agree® 
eth with his commandements , an{* 
conſequently with all good reafo 
Now, this rule of well dooing , conſiſt? 
erhnor in ſharpe witted propoſitions 
full of ſubtilcic and ſophiſticall defin® 
rions and concluſions : for the reſol* 
uing of which,a man had need tohaut? 
a whole world . For all this know? 
ledge confiſteth in theſe rwo pointy? 
To lowe God with all thine heart , and tl 
nxighbouras thy (elfe . And yer neuerthe 
lefle , forthe making of the way more 
plaine, and tolead vs as it were by the? 
Kd mto our workes , we haue cer* 
raine precepts to examine, and pur top 
euery of them ,by our aftions, and? 
finde the meanes , wherein the comli-? 
nefle of that which we would docon'® 
fiſteth.|This goodly ſgewlineſle, or - | 
\ 't & - 


Ln 
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k ther diſpoſition of the minde, being 


th ir ſhall ſerue ro goed purpoſe , as I 
Zrhinke, for the matrer that we haue in 
hand, to ſalute by the way as we paſſe, 
Z the eſpeciall ſorrs, our of which ſhe re- 
Zpreſenteth her ſelfe ofteneſt vnro our 
® fight. The Philoſophers beganne ro 
= teach, that vertue was aperſwading to 

12 greatneſle of courage , and an cmbol- 
ions. dening vnto generoſitie &yalure,, Bur 
# mydcfire is to follow the diſcipline of 
= thoſe whoſe liues and conuerſations,l 
2 wouldgladly follow . Philo the Icwe, 
ſpeaking of the religious men diſper- 
2 ſed throughour the deſerts of Egipc, 
£3 and who in great perfection of life be- 
ſtowed their rime ih contemplation, 
faith ; Thar they laid vp in their ſoules 

= Temperance, as a good, firme , and ſure 
7 foundation,whereon they might after- 
= ward ſertle and eſtabliſh all manner of 
2 vertues: and therefore we muſt begin 
3 at thatend . For , if Plato with ſome 
2 reaſon compareth our ſoules vnts hor- 
3 ſes, which muſt be ridden and broken 
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ken by a skilfull rider , for a cunning x 
horſeman , will firſt of all be ſuretw* 
hauethe Bitte in the horſe mourh, be | 
fore he giue him the ſpurre , that ha | 
might reſtraine him from going outal 1 
hislifts, and thereby be able both 
manage and rurne him cuenly , an{ 1 
nor ſuffer him to bear himſelfe an? | 
fling andleape at all aducntures . Welt 1 
call this temperance, the authoritiY | 
and power whichreaſon ought to haus 
ypon the Juſts and violent affeRion'F | 
which carrie our will vnto pleaſure#F | 
anddelights . This then muſt be the. 
reineas it were vnto our ſoules , or 1 
ther ſerue vs as a fir inſtrument ,u 
ſcum rhe boiling defires which ariſen + 
our ſoules, by reaſon of the heart d 

bloud, that they might be alwaies io | 
ned and egalled ynto reaſon, wher vn 
ro they muſt be proporcionable , no 
regarding nor yeelding themſeluay ' 
vnto the ſenſible ovie&s, which offel | 
themſclues varo them . But contra - 
riwiſc ſo to yeeld vnto them, as tha | 
they cauſe thoſe obie&s ro ſerut 

them and reaſon, whereof,they ſhould 


| be altogether in. very deed inad 


Now , of all the paſſions oucr whid 
rea? 
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| remperance muſt haue an eſpeciall 
eye, toarrange theſe ynro reaſon, hil- 
thie concupiſcence , is the moſt ordi- 
narie, which tierh vs vnto the luſt of 
the fleſh,making vs to ſeeke out,in the 
coniund&ion ordeined by God,not the 


= bleſling of a long and happie poſteri- 


 an&% ric,ro ſubſticute in our ſteads,ſeruants 


27 vnto our creator, bur a beaſtly plea- 
ſure and infamous delight,which blin- 
deth our ſoules, and maketh our ſpi- 
{ rites drunke . God hauing heaped in 


57 man ſo many ſundrie perfeRions, 


27 meantyer notwithſtanding as it were 
7 rofiniſh the ſame , and did communi- 
= cate with bim thar , which is the moſt 


a7 wonderfull in allche deitie, which was, 


the making him a creator like ynto 
himſelfe, For as he created the world 
that his power might be ſeene & eſta- 
bliſhedbefore him, his wiſedom ia his 
works,ſo alfo would he, that mi ſhould 
beger another, one like ynto himſelFe, 
thar he might ſce alſo himſclfe in his 
owne worke,and loue and cheriſh that 
which came of himſelfe . And there- 
fore he gaue him a wife, robe a com- 
panion with him in this workeman- 
ſhip , Nay , he did more then this, 


44 Theholyloue $ 
for his meaning was, that man , whit 
was bond and thrall vnto dearh,lookeft 
that there ſhould one day , one o$ 
his poſteritie , be borne of a Virging 
who ſhould be the Sauiour and rede 
mer of the world, ſtirring him vp as 
werereligiouſlie to vie an holy vnion” 
which ſhould ſerue to the miniſteri 
of his redemption, Wherefore, as the? 
vie of this coniunQion at this day, 
no more neceſlarie for our ſaluarion® 
which for vs is fully purchaſed,neithe® 
left vnto vs, bur as alawfull intempe# 
raceif ſobe we are not able to paſlei 
yetler vsvſeir at theleaſt as aremeq 
of infirmity vnder the authority of the 
law of God , for the cooling and mor: 
rifying of rhe luſts of the fleſh , whic 
bud & ſpring oucin vs.And ſecing 

_ thedefire which cafteth vs out of out 
ſelues. cannot driue vs to loue God s 
we ſhould,ler vs yer,arthe leaſt keept 
within the chaſte boſom ofher, whog 
God hathdeſtined for our wife & com 
panion. And ler vs take greatheed that 
we make not our members filthy ſtin 
ing veſſels,and fo defile the Temple © 
God (ſeeing he vouchſafeth ro dwdl 
in vs)by the impure dealing with ar 

kinde 
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, Whikind of women, who in violating their 
okefbodies , violate alſo therewith all ma- 
ne dfMner of lawes. For, firſt rhey breake the 
ineHaw of God , who commaundeth cha- 
ſirie : the law of nature,which forbids 
Zdeth ro make that common , which is 
1ion,Fborne for one alone : the law of Nati- 
i Jons,which hath brought in marriages: 
andthe law of families , vniuſtly tranſ- 
2ferring the labour and trauell of an- 
jon, Yorher vnto a ſtrange heire.Truly,from 
tha this abhominable and ynbrideled con- 
e& cupiſcence , come, and arc deriued as 

2 from a liucly and pleaſant Fountaine, 
432 all publike and particular. calamities 

8 as it were . For when this fooliſh loue 

© is once formed in onr ſoules, which 
beingnouriſhed with belly-cheere and 

& idienefle,beginneth there to grow and 
encreaſe , and hath as heady wine run 
through our vaines, it by and by brin- 

geth ourſences aſleepe, and benum- 

meth our members , bereaueth our 
reaſon , and ſo furiouſly reigning ouer 
vs;carrieth vs away violently into moſt 
furious purpoſes and praQtiſes. Do we 
notſce at this day the mightieſt king 
domes , to be by it digged downe as ir 

were with Pickaxes , and Empires to 


EY dren ? Bur the worſt and fouleſt of 


46 T he holy lone 
ſtumble and fall downe to ruine. An{ 
do we not ſee that it deuoureth in one 
day the ritches and conqueſts of inf 
nite worlds? That ir openeth the gate 
co all injuſtice ? Hath it nor brought 
icJowſie betweene brethren,and qua 
rels betweene Fathers and their chi 


 theeffe&sthar it hath wrought, is,th 
vncerraintie that it bringeth intott 
minds of kinſmen and families . For, 
dehling the mariage bed, it takethfii 
the children the loue of their farher, 
which cannor be conſerued bur by the 
good opinion.that the husband hathof 
rhe chaſtitie of his wife, & it breaketh 
alſo the pietie of the children towards 
their fathers, which cinot be founded 
bur ypon the ſelf & ſame confiderarid, 
Now,when theſe bonds of affe&ion& 
good will are loſt amongſt me,how cat 
they conteine themſelues within any 
ciuill amity and ſociety ? how can they 
zoyne & vnite themſclves rogerher, to 
ſerue God & obey his comandementyF 
This ſinne,as an ancient farther ſaiths 
the deuils hauen,which floting & flow 
ing in vs through voluptuouſnes, cot 
tinually rebloweth the be[lowes > out 
ENCES 
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ences with new hoat deſres, which ſer 


eur ſoules on fire , & there nouriſherh 


hem with ſmoake;, taking from them 
oth ſight & 1udgement, which ſhould 
ohiMpuide them to euery good thing. And 

erfore how far ſocuer we can ſce this _ 
ooliſh loue,we muſt huar it away, and 
dereſt ir,as the very poiſon of our ſouls, 
eMHowbecir we, contrariwiſe ,call it vato 
s,and make much of it , how farre ſo- 


acuer it be from vs. Forwe inuite 1t to - 


give irreward , and the rewards of ho- 
Wnor are for none bur for his officers, 8& 
{Wallche moſt fine and rare wars take the 
Worearcſt dclighr to impe his feathers, 
that he might the ſpeedelier and more 
contentedly come flying into rhe pa« 
laces of Princes. Now,a Chriſtian man 
eſpecially ſuch a one as would attaine 
vntothis blefled conteplatid wherynto 
we prepare him, will bereaue his ſoule 
of all theſe filthy luſts,8 vſing himſelfe 
ynto this continuall continEce;wilen- 
deuor himſelf, ifhe poſlibly cangto co= 
ſerue this rreaſure of virginity, wherin 
lieth a grear purity of the mind &per- 
ſeftion of vnderſtanding: & they chict- 
ly conſcrue the ſame, which comuni- 
cate thetuſclues yich the ſpirit of God, 
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which gaue S. Terome occaſion to ſay 
according to Y arro ; That the reward 


of virginity was diuination : becauſe 


that diuination is nothing els bur rhe 
knowledge of the rruth to come,which 
we attaine vnto by communicating 


with God, thar , which we neuer can 
obtaine, except we keepe our ſelues F 


pure from all earthly and beaſtly affe- 


ions. So as(as we haue before ſaid)if | 
- thar our infirmitie ſurmounteth our } 


diſcourſe , we may make our intem- 
perancelawfull & excuſable,in rightly 
viing the remedie which God hath gi- 
uen ynto our infirmirie, and ſo be like 
vnto thoſe firſt Chriſtians of whom 
Tertullian ſaid ; Thar they were not 
borne men,burfor ther wiues . Letyvs 
therefore with reuerence enter into 
this ſocietie of marriage, and ler itbe 
a conijun&tion both of the ſpirir and 
will, a communion both of faith and 
rcligion,wherein nothing is proper ne 
yer particular, no not ſo much as the 
very ſecret thoughts themſelues. This 


is,as Themiſtius the Platoniſt ſaid,a full 


mixture of all rogether , as wine and 
water , which being once mingled ro- 
gether,can neuer be ſeperated againe, 
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Heereby weſce wherein the principall 
effc& of this Temperance ſhould-reſt, 
1c & To ſtirre vp men vnto: ſobrierie , and 
ch © deteſt infamous foule glutronie,or fil- 
ig thy delicacie of meates and drinkes, 
in Þ neither is vertue thereby any whit im- 
eg © peached,but through bond ſlaues and 
-. & rcanſgrefſours ; for ſuch luſts very ſel- 
if {domegrow in an honeſt mind. Such 
ir $luſts: are very ſcldome found in the 
1- © minds of wiſemen . Alchough the ages 
ly hccrerofore bave borne and brought 
7i- © foorch monſtrous Sardanapales , who 
ce | made their bellics their. God , The 
m | common cry of the people zrhemſclues 
ot {deteſt them , and are ſufficiently re- 
is | proved by the voice of the multitude, 
ro © although wiſdom ſhauld. no way deale 
xc 2 with them about the marrer. Ir is-very 
d Rerue, that when ſuch ſpirits ate cho- 
id ed with great cheeregthey can neuer 
1c {falke of any rhiog har is citherhoricſt 
ie Roryergodly, which ſhould make them 
is Ycapableofthar contemplation, where- 
11 Evnrowe call them. Now,when as Philo. 
d Edefcriberh ur vnto vs the lines of 
o- theſe good religious Egyptians , he. 
therein noreth out vnto vs ſuch ano- 
table ſobxiery , as that » is impoſſible. 
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_ for bodies which kept ſuch a'dier cor 
any way hinder the beaurifull aRiar 
of cheir ſoule.. And therefore ler vs vt; 
meares,and ſuch other like tran ſitori ; 
good things,for rhe ſtrengthening anllff 
vpholding of che infirmirie of our boil | 
dies,as the neceſſary inſtrument of thai { 
fpirit . Bur we muſt not ſodeale will & 
our bodies as men dealc with'the ga i 
ments ofthe magnificence of PrinceeW1 
which areſo Rtiffened with embraden i 
and Goldſmiihes worke , and ſo beſalff « 
with Pearles &precions ſtones,as half © 
a man can ſcarſly tir himſelfe wha. 
they are on his back;bur we muſt mak a 
vs ſich a-garment as muſt ſerue-faff 4 
eucry'day,and takeſucha fold as plea f 

e 

a1 

Ut 

Wi 

ec 

kn 


ſerlfys ro giue it, There is alſo:anothia 
thing which hindreth our ſoules n 
Ieffe the theſepaſſions wherof we haut 
already ſpokE.And that is choſer,whic 
ro ſpeake truly; is the faireſt flower, 
follie: and that is char paſſion whic 
blinderh vs all at once, when as it ha 
once taken hold of vs,& makerhthing 
appearevnro ys , as it were througy, 
clowd, cleane otherwiſe then in deed 
they are,% is ſorauch the more dangs 
rFous a gueſt , by how much che wi 


of heaueuly Wiſdome. Ft 
that they thararepoſlefied therewith, 
are mighty,8& of grearpower & autho= 
3 1 rity: for the choller of princes which is: 
on aided by reaſon of their power , fiyerh 
00 our like lighcning, & breakerh'out be- 
' do fore ſuch rime.as-a man can ſee the 
flaſh, or heare:rhe crack thereof: & as 
ll the chunderand lightning breaketh-.2 
ga ſword.in the fceabargzgeuttadoth chol- 
3 ler puniſh,withour knowing any cauſe, 
cn infomuchchar-rhey purſue rheir:a&i- 
ons for the moſt part :with moſt redi- 
ous and vnprofitable repentance, be-- 
ing able co dono-more as gfear as they 
are:,but:ro wiſh-that thatiwhich is-ll 
fol done ; were vadede. .- For as:Pyndare 
wed faith, God hindelf bach no-other paws 
hag er over thar-rhat is-paſt,biit:ro forgers 
3 ney and ſo they are for :che moſt party dri- 
8 ven'r9 repent theavof Genes leiſure, 
io which.incheis haſt *theyi had commur- 
ated, Howbeir,for ehereppedlingaf this. 
bc farious haſtwe mult frame-a thodera- 
nay ud of the ſpixicwhichwe call Clemenry, 
ing by which , our wils.being cvnaduiſedly- 
ha prick forward-to wiſh euillco another, 
al 2nd the defire of revenge are rcftrai- 
"6 ned &reprefied,when as we ſhall have: 
py this clemency rightly Inmeiercby the 
W/ "2% 1 
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perfe@obſeruationof our mancrs,ſhi 
will temper vs with ſucha milde ar 
gratious behauiour,as ſhall defend our 
reaſon from ſuch a redious and ſtrong 
ampreflion as choller is.She will mak 
vs take leifure:to. wdge of things by 
weight and meaſare , ro comtfelld 
friends therunro,and diflwade vs frc 
belecuing:and truſting too: muchyits 
ourowneſclues ; Wherefore ſhe wi 
mfinitely ſerue vs. ro+perſwade oi 
ſelues; that we cannot be offended but 
with our ſelues,neitheryer once'keep 
mour:breſts thoſe injuries-which 5 
thers haue& done vnro vs / For! {if c 
ationz\bepure and found ,and'our kf 
holy:and innocent, can our veninioul 
and hatefullrongue change ir ſcifes 
gainſtour — if we at at 
umeiſpropound vntouur felues to liu 
rothepood likingof any one man,whi 
ſhall webe'abke ro find the meancs fd 
pleafeall the:world Jand content botlffth: 
good and badtogerher 2 if we 1uNtiliffior 
vs before. God and'eurſchaes , & half 
clcane and viidefiled confciences, nd: 
thing ſhall chen do vs hure' . Thellff 
wouldeſt hurt- me in my good nanvytett 


and rhinkeſt by falſly «accuſing mes 
| Tn I OY 7 
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my life , greatly to wrong me : and I 


he hane God , men, and'mine owne con- 


ſcicnceto reftific againſt thee, ro aſ- 
ſureand iuſtifie me. Thou maieſt baue 
& a will cohurt meg howbeit I need not 
feele itwithoutr I will;Thowrakeſt and 


; bill eartieſt away -nmy' goods fr6m me, all 
ounlÞ this inoouerth me not : or the rime was 


thatl had none, or I had them when[l 


WEE was ſo yongas that I knewnortwhar ro 


do with them: and laſtly,alrhough rhou 
haddeſtieferhem vnro me; yer carried 
Inorthiem with me when 1 dyed: and 
<Q mul cider leaue them, 'orelſe they 

oy muſt keaue me . And why ſhould I be 
oft more ſorie for the one rhen forthe 
Worher ? Well thou greeueſt me in my 
on body,thou beateft and hurreſt me,and 

4Wbchold rhe Souldier which" returneth 
af very-toyfully from the sleirmiſh , car- 

WErying his arme-in a ſeaife , maketh 
wiigmore account of his wolind, then he 
zoth of his life, if ſo be he bring from 


oethence a great gaſh,either in his head 


dr in his face , the more he beholdech 
mſelte, the more he wondereth ac 
1m{elfe : If he come home with the 
ghalr of ofte of his legges, he go- 
tnot a ſtep;burt he reioyeeth that he 
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was ſogloriouſly marked . Wherefar 
they are not our wounds that de 
grecue and trouble vs, bur the occak 


ons for the which we receiue them 
they bring vs (either honor or diſt 
nor,neither is ariy thing eſteemed 
the thing ir ſelfe , but for the eng; 


wedo-it-. If we endure all thingsf 
the honor of God , and for the ſaluat 


on which we ſhall obraine through q 


patience,then that which we call euj 
ſhall turne to our gaod,ahd that whid 


once ſeemed tovs to bebirter,ſhall; 
the end be found very ſweet. Thep 
tience which this moderation of ſpy 
ſhall bring vs,will bea ſecrer reftimy 
nie yntovs', thatwe are the fairhfi 
ſeruants of our maiſter , that we ſp! 

curſclies no whit at all ro obey 
nor yet refuſe any trauell or paine z{ 
put his commandements in execull 
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on. There is ncthing, ſurely , ſo bath 


nourable in this world ,” cuen int 
mdgement of the very heathen, 
ro vnderſtand how to forgiue at 


pardon . The Jawes permit cue 
man to purſue the wrong done wif 


'to him : but to pardon and forgill 


belongerh vato a Prince A 
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for thereſore-if thou! wilt be a king oucr 
( rby (elfe;, forgiue thy ſelfe freely: for 
calf che glory of a Chriſtian confiſterh 
chiefly i this lone , by which he bin- 
deib his neighbour ro loue him,and to 
+{& hevoide' of this worldly defire of -rc> 
wh ucnge, which as aworme gnaweth the. 
fa bart of thoſe which are infefed there- 
i with,tofſeth & rurmoileth them all che 
9 day,and keepeth them waking all the 
uſnight. - And therefore the ſpirit wall 
hid compoſe ir ſelfe wichthis equalirie, as 
Mrhar irwill norſuffer it ſelfe ro be car- 
red away wich barred-and euill will, 
mf And from thence will enſue another 
imeYexcellent diſpoſition of the ſoule, 
thick is modeſty & moderarion,which 
rringeth wich it acertaine comlineſſe 
Wvato all the ations ofthe body, and is 
Wateſt monie by them of gentlenefle 8& 
wgoodwill,& vertucy,which can do more 
When all the reſt,co make vs ſociable,& 
to get ys the friendſhip of thoſe with 
hom either our narure, good hap, or 
nchoiſe,coioinerth vs. This grarious ma= 
uengner is ſo agreeable vnto we as nothing 
> wnore,for the wringeth our of the that, 
mhich force isno way able to do:for ſhe 
\ndelireth no ſuperiority ouer the reſt, = 
D ij | 


- * ig 


CE eee ee Et ce ee ES : 
w— > _ - —_ CL N 


56 T he holy Ijue 
bur according to reaſon;which is akin 
of weapon that will cur deeper thet 
either yron or ſteele.Bur theſe prouc 
frowning and ſcornefu!l people, whid 
Jooke at all the wotld ouer their ſhoul 
ders, whichare therwith ſwolne ſofi 
as their skinnes can hold, and lookea 
their tailes like ynto proud Peacock 
do reaſon great wrong, when as t 
fo do, clothing him with ſuch ralkey 
vtterly diſgraceth bint, and make! 
him odious, And belceue me, it is1 | 
very hard thing for theſe men to com 
any thing neere this holy Philoſophi 
or wiſedome, which dwelleth amongf 
the graces that garde and enuironhe 
on cuery fide, Tertullian, who is del 
yousro haue vs learne, how great 
mildnefſe and fimplicitie ſerue vs 
prepare our ſejuesto receiue the gi 
and perfetions of the holy Ghoſt, faiti 
preciſely, that he appeareth oftentl 
in the ſhape of a Doue,, to ſhew vntij 
vs that he dwelleth nor but in ſuch 
are withour gall as a Doue is, bur ar 
very gratious and gentle. Now,becau 
thatfor the moſt part it commeth | 
reaſon of our infirmitie, as rhinkingt! 
fly one ſinne, we fall into another, we 
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arero'feace, that becauſe we are nor 
well confirmed in verrue;. thinking ta 
hold vs in humulitie,we faj}l ro become 
very cowards , when as .in deed we 
ſhould rather fall ro banding & char- 
ging. Andtherctoreit ſhall nos be a- 
mifle, that we adde vnto that which: 
we haue ſpoken, of temperance: and: 
mildneſſe, certaine conſiderations ro- 
raiſe vs vp to be moſt couragious, whe 
as it ſhall ſtand vs in; hand to be fo. 
Which wil principally ſeruc vs,to keep 
vs in aſtraite and an affured courſe, 
againſt all whatſoeuer ſhall offer itſelf 
to amaze and turne vs from obeying 
the commandements of God. For,firſt 
we ſhall on the one fide haue raſh pre= 
ſumption to-egge vs forward ro deſire 
more, then thar whereynto God hath 
called vs, .andoppoſe our ſelues vnto 
his conſtant and firme purpoſe . Our 
happic ſucceſſes , and proſperous en- 


' | counrers or accidents, wyl fo rickle 


vs, as that they will make vs laugh,our 
good hap will promiſe ,vs high and 
great things , and yet forall this , we 
will nor once change our viſage nor 
countenance , We will ſcornefully be- 
hold-and looke ypon', ld thac witha: 
ps Y 


. the imworrall- goddes which ſooneſ 
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teeringeyec,the preſents of fortune(if 
I may 1o ſay)likevnro the faire & freſh: 
coloured Apples,which grew neere to 
the lake of Ghomorre,but they were no 
ſooner touched,bur that they felforth- 
with into powder and aſhes . Bur if 
reaſon relleth' vs that we muſt rake * 
them,we willchen vſe them with grear | 
equalitic of minde,and facilitic of mas | 
ners, and make none other eſtimarion 
ofthem. On the: other ſide , we ſhall 
haueaftliQions , dangers, griefes, and 
pouertie , which in the iudgement of: | 
the common people , wrappeth vp all. 
manner of miſeries. Andir is againſt 
theſe enemies chieflie that this ver» 
rue muſt boiſterouſlie ſtretch forth: 
her armes: It is through themthar ſhe! 
muſt make way, if ſhe meane to come: 
rothe end of herpurpoſe . Howbeit | 
if we our ſelues ſtand in no feare , and 
flie nor before ſuch rime as we ſee 
the enemie, what miſchiefe may they. 
doys? Forſooth, they will ſpoile vs of 
allour goods, and-ſo we ſhall gothe 
lighrer : ſceing then that the reward 
3s reſerued for him that commetl 


frſt, and ſhall the longer while enioy 
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commerh rherher, ſhall we then feare 
ro Joſe thebaggage-, for the obtaining 
ro. | of fuch a glor1ous victorie > And now 
10. Þ bchold the breach is made, and our 
h- Þ Captaine within char callech vs, and 
if # we our ſelues bufie our ſelues to 
ce © ſhootear him thar arreſterh vs by the 
at cloake,andputour ſclues in hazard to 
a«: } remaine priſoners in the hands of the 
"Mn. © enemie z.thatwill cauſe vs loſe borh 
all Z cloake and honour,and the fruite alſo 
nd Z of all our trauel]. : We are threatned 
of: with death, and what other thing elſe 
all, Þ is it that weſeckeafrer?. We haue nor 
iſt & clothedour ſeiues withthis cranfitorie 
r- © and mortalllife 5bur-onely to- pay the 
th; & ribure; and diſcharge the tolle ar the 
he! camming in of euerlaſting/life . Theſe 
ne # arcgobdnewes, fecing we are called: 
tit 7 vpon copay z![forit isatoken thatwe 
nd Z azrecome on ſhore . Bur what is this 
ce | deathcharthuseercifiech vs ? What? is 
ex. Þ hefo'tabe feared;as char he will make. 
of B ws tumne'ourbacksyponhim,& forſake: 
he Þ thefickd of verrue,&lielilybid in the 
rd | trenches,or rather in the ſand holes of 
ib & ſombfulneſſe and 1cowardiſe > If we: 
thinke it'an euill thing , it is becauſe 
we. feele it r0:be;fo:, or elſe becauſe 
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others thinke ſo of ic . Haue we noy 
heard the plaint of thoſe who haue 

js died,cither for the hone 
of God, or elsfor the ſeruice of their 
king,or for the defence of their coun- 
trey? Was there euer yer any nation ſo 
barbarous,ſo voide of humanitie, or az 
we commonly ſay , fo.farre. fromthe 
funne,as that commend not with great 
praiſe, the valure and»worthinefle of 
thoſe that haue ſpent theic lives for 
the common-wealths ſake 2 Hath not 
the memorie of poſteritie,taken them 
out of their graues,tomakethem aliue 
againe in the temembrance :of: men} 
And if we ſhould come tonumber:out 
theparts of the life of man; ſhallwe 
reckcn the time which they: haue be- 


| ſtowed ineating.,drinking, : and flees 


ping, or rather principally brig into 
aſhort accoumpr , the dayes wherein 
they have moſt-valiamtly foughr fat 
vertue.? And therefote that which ie: 
call life, is but a death, becauſe ir dy 
ethwithourlcauing anymemory ther' 
of: for, that which we calldeath, isin 
very deed life, becauſe iris thar which 
makethvs robe & continue foreues 


Neither are weta regard how ous 
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line,bur how'wel we lue:neither com- 
meth death too ſoone if he bring ho- 
nor with him, ncither is-it for the only. 
opinion of another, and for the honor 
which we ſhaibger by well dying, thar 
ought to make vs contemne death;bur - 
forthe louc of that ſecond life, where- 
into we muſt enter.'Fhe Druydes, had 
ſome forefeeling of the immortalitie 
efourſoulcs, which cauſed them ro be 
more valiantthenall the yeople ofthe 
world : for, they made a skorne ro ſane 
their liues, ſaying, that they made no 
more accoumpr of them, then of the 
head of awillow tree. And rhe Philo- 
fophers, who madea ieft ar them,con- 
fefſed yer; thar:theyhelda blefled er 
xor. Howbeir, we ſay, thae their wife- 
dome was bleffed, by raſting'of this 64 
pinion,' whereby they found groping 
inthe darke, the very reſting place of 
felicitie, and had foundourrhe coun= 
retpoyſory which drinerh! away and 
flayeth:feare;; the'very poyſon ofiour 
ſoulesjwhich driethvp,and feebliſheth 
our hearts:and'minds; But we, being 
broughr vp and taughr- in' a berter 
Schoale then they were, do not only 
know, buticonfſtantly beleeue, and noe 
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only beleeue, bur are glad alſo 'as a 
man would ſay, of this ſecond immor+ 
rall life. 'For, we haue a ſpirit lodging 
inthe inward part of our ſoule, which 
ſfayeth and ſoundeth continually, if fo 
be we will heare it, nothing elſc bur 
this life ro come. And ynro chis voyce 
itis, that ſo many millions of Chriſti- 
ans haue in the middeſt of their afflic- 
tions and torments. followed the ſtan» 
dard orenſigne of their Capraine, fpil- 
ling and ſheading their bloud in all 
the corners. of the carth, as;the true 
and pure ſced of faith, This is that 
Trowper + which- hath encouraged 
them to fight:this combar,fiiomwhece 
they have' returned. very bloudy, bur 
yet :hauebene triumphant;.and:crow: 
ned vitorers, If ambitious honor:drt- 
ueth ys vnto- moſt ſtrange hazards of 
warre,if this affe ion, ro be eſteemed 
and honored of: thoſe befare whonie 
wee lives. haſtneth and'kindleth-che 
courſe of 'our ations; what greatet: 
hope is there of theſe which haue bs! 


rayned this ? for-they haue noronely: | 


bene honored! whilſt they liued, but! 
wee alſo reuerence. theyr aſhes af+ 
ter they. are dead, theyr a 
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holic vnto vs; the memorie of their 
lives is yeerely renued with deyour 
commemorations and prayers ': wee 
honor them in our yerie thoughtes, 
wee humble our cogirations before 
them, as placed in a great degree 
of honor in the Church of God, and 
as having found grace before the. 
face of our Lorde and God. And. 
therefore wee: muſt nor 'beg - voyde 
of courage for the effeuall brin- 
ging to paſle of good and holie 
things, ſeeing that the verie wicked 
 themſclues, are the betrer part of 
theyr dayes ſo valiant in executing ' 
theſe wicked. and moſt - dereſtable 
things. For. with this patience: and 
ſtrength of courage, muſt ; wee en-. 
ter rriumphing into the: kingdome 
of glorie, wee hauing bene rold by 
Toy this goodly and holy Oracle, 
That bee O Lord which ſernath thee with- 
all his beart , if bis life be put in ha%ard, 
ſhall bee without doubt crowned, . And 
+ for this cauſe ic is why the Scrip= 
; | ture relleth- vs, rhar this good Fa- 
| & ther beeing brought into miſerable 
captuitie & thraldome, did neyer for 


all thar forſake the voyce ofthe rruth. 
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And to ſay truly, we can no way iuſth 
attribure vnto our ſelues the name 
Chriftians.if we reieR and forſake the 
Crofle which is left vnto vs in ſteadof 
all other maner of weapons,and is the 
very ſample & paterne that Ieſs Chrif 
hath gcuen vs, to make vs vnderſtand 
when we ſhallcome vnro him,and the 
warchword that witnefſeth vnto ys 
that we are his. For,we haue no means 
thar can make vs perceine that we are 
inſtructed in his diſcipline, bur by this 
patience; the very mother of all theo. 

ther vertues. And Theodoret alſo ſayth 
Thar the Matrtyres run vnto torments 
as vnto the ſchoole & exerciſe of yet- 
rue. Itnow followeth that we ſee hoy 
we ſhould behaue and carry our ſclue 
in the diſpoſing of the benceftes which 
it pleaſeth God to beſtow ypon vs, In 
very deede, the rule which hereof is 
ſer before vs, and the habir which we 
rakeypon ys ro vie them well, is called 
Liberalitie;Now,rhe firſt precepr which 
we are to lcarne, is to acknowledgy, 
that all the benefits which we hauewe 
hold of the goodnes &-grace of God:| 
the ordinary exerciſe whereof, is todo 
good ynto all the world, andto ſpread 
ypoſ 
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on vs his bleſſings, albeit we no whit 
deſerue them. And the reaſon why ho 
ſo bounrifully deſtriburerh them- a- 
mongfſt vs, isnor tothe'end we ſhoull 
locke them vp, andlet the gold and fil- 


_ ver mould, which areno way goodnor 


ofirable but when they are well y- 
ed: but'to the endrhat as he hath cre- 
ated vs'vnto his owne imape, ſo alſo 
we ſhould imitate him, in well doing 
ynto II ro our 
abilities. Afd eruly wehaue farre grea- 
rerioccafion todo it then he. For,that 
which he geueth is his owne, andhe 
geueth iro firchalfo,as beno way able 
to do him good. Bur we; are another 
mis purſe-bearers, we geue the goods 
of ourGod,& wegeue them toſuch as 
ar2noronely able ro pay vs againe, but 
alſo ro lend vs as much When we ſtand 
inneed : And akhough they ſhould be 
ynable to pay, yet God, by whoſe com- 
maundement we geue them, anſive- 
reth vs the ſame for them,and maketh 
it his owne debr, and chargeth him- 
ſelfe alſo nor only to pay the princi- 
pal,bur ro geue vſury for it,yea double, 
treble, and an hundrech fold. And we 
are beſides to conſider, that all theſe 
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benchrs ſhould be deal proportio- 
nably, for our neceſliries, and thatby 
the lawe of nature, they belong not 
vito vs, no further ;then wee haug 
neede of them for! the maintenance 
of ourlife, The meaſure of our bene, 
firs are heate, cold, hunger,and ghirſt; 
and if rhe cuſtome of the counttey 
wherein we live, and faſhions of our Þ 
countreymen, induce vs toahyneat- 
nefle and fineneſſe, we muſt not ey+ 
ther t00 100 auſterelyirefuſe jr,neyrher |! 
yer ouercuriouſly: affeQ ,;the. ,ſame; | 
Wherein, wee are fir{t-to. regard in | 
whar ſtate and degree of honor God 
hath placed ys amongſt our brethren, 
and which is ſortable vnto the cſtare 
whereunto we are borne cr called, to 
the end wee might 'appropriart our 
goods vnto our ſelues , and not our # 
ſclucs vnto our goods. Now, when:we | 
have furniſhed our ſelues with aſmuch | 
as is necdfyll for our eſtate, we muſt 
lay the reſt by, and. be very watchfull 
in the well beſtowing therof, And that 
which may ſerue to dire vs thereun- | 
to, is to take away the merite and rhe 
neceflitie of ſuch as we weuld beſtow 
the ſame on: for, it is the equal! pro- 
portion 
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portion & meaſure, which chicfly ma- 
keth the deede holy and picafing vnto 
God, who hath diſpoſed all things by 
meaſure,&hath geuen.ynto vs reaſon 
as a cowpaſle, ro. make all our ations 
mſt& euenlikeynto his. For if I gene 


my goods vnto hjimthat hath noneed, 


and ſee a poore man dye at my feet for 
want of food, this is an indiſcreet libc- 
raltie in the rich,& manſlaughter vn» 
ro the poore man, If 1 forthe helping 


ofa ſtranger,ler my father and mother. 


want, the order of true 8 natural! af- 


 feltidis peruerted, and mine ation is 


diſgraced. We are alſo to obſerue the 
things by wbich we mean toplace our 
good deeds, and ſome be more vrgene 
then otherſome : for,we may doubr of 
ſome of them, in our geuing, & other- 


© ome of the, may pluck the good deed 


into our own hads:howbeirt we are prin 


a cipally ro take heed, that we geue not 


away that which is another mans: for, 
they that take fro one man rogeue to 
a:other,are abhominable before God, 
and their almes & offrings ſtinke inhis 
noſtrels, & he turnerh his face cleane 
frochem: and according tothe ſaying 
of the Wiſemi,who ſaith,T hat be which 
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0fereth vnto God the fruite of bis iniquitic, 
that offering is moſt foule and filthie. We 
ſhould make a:great accoumpr of this 
vertue,to frame and faſhion it very ens 
rire- and ſound inour minds, as being 
full of all fpirithall grace, that-anight 
greatly further 'vs 'vnro our ſakzation, 
when as it ſhall aecuſtome vs,liberalh 
ro diſtribute our goods to thoſe that 
haue need of them, and our almes vn- 
to his honor which hath geuE vs them, 
Saint Augyftine was not afeard to fay; 
that almes is another Baptiſme: be- 
cauſe, that as water purterh our the 
fier,enen ſodoth almes kill fieme.” This 
almes (as Chryſoflome fayth) is Gods 
friend, which obrayneth art his hands 
wharſoeuer ſhe craucth : ſhe ſerreth 
priſoners ar libertie, callerth home a- 
gaine thoſe that are baniſhed, and ob- 
taynerh pardon for the condemned, 
For, the hand of the -poore, is Gods 

urſe. Haue wee any rhing to buy of 

im ?lerys then geue him our money, 
And the beſt way for vs to beſtow our 
goods,is toputthem into Gods banke, 
for he wilf affare it'vs nor only on the 
Jand and the whole continent thereof, 
Which 1s his,bur alſo in keauen, and-in 
eternal) 
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erernall blifſe wherewith he will ſeaſe; 
and inueſt vs. Why ſhould we then be 
fo fooliſh' as toſuffer. onr gold and fil. 
uertoruſt in our cheſts,and ſo,alwaies 
blindfold our minds , with laying vp 
crowne by crowne,ſecing we ſuffer the 
time to pafſſe:forrhe doing of our em« 


* ployments, and thar all which we gaz 


ther and ſcrape-rogether ,/is nothing 
luc toyle vpon'toyle heaped vp roge: 
ther ?-Surcly, all rheſe goods which 


| bring with them nothing elſe bur ſor: 


roy and griefe with their only aboun- 
danceand in which arencuerfulneffe 
notzy/ermeaſure,are norhing eſe but a 
cage ofpold,” anda priſon of filuer vn- 
ro'their maifters, 0 hold chem'faſt 
bound ro-the'ypper part/ofthe earth, 
& thereby bereaue themoftheir liber. 
tie for going vnro heagen, This is the 
waterithat' ts pn Don the Egles 
wings, becaufe>he thowld not flye v; 

vno'theSurme, Bueg'ſo wuſt thi 

tharwilttaſteof rhe fnitive of. conter- 
plation, andoatredine yrtoperfeRtfeli- 
citie//where/the courſe of our ſoule 
muſtxeſt, rake! heed 'thar they binder 
not them felues, but as lirde as rhey 
car ini the! divty dunghill-of riches, 
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which are no berterthen very clay and 


earth, what great accompr ſoever they iſ 


make of the, And yet norwithſtanding 
it is forthis duſt that we kill one ano- 
ther, and this is it whichwe ſer both 
our ſouls & bodies on the teinters for, 
For this,great and mightie' cities band 
theſclues one againſt another in arnie 
& barcel : thiszis the very plague of ci: 
uil ſocietie:this,is thewarer of ſepera/ 
tio which parteth brethre aſunder;yea 
which ſeperaterh the farher fromthe 
child. And therefore we had need ſera 
fourth & the laſt bar berwixr vs & our 


affeRions,to keepe vs fro deſiring that 


which is another mans, & torcachvs 
togeue to cuery one tharwhich is his 
owne. And this vertue,we call I»/tice, 
wherof if we coſider in generall, wraps 
peth within her ſelf al ſorrs of verrues: 
and heroffice,as Latiantivs teacheth 
vs, is firſt £o, ioyne nicn together with 
God, ſecondly,torecencileone mire 
Another, which: are two thingsverit 
neerely knit-cogerher; For, if the:furſt 
keepe vs withinthar dyrywherin, God 
_ bathcrearedys,whichis,tofearc,loug 

and ſerue him, and do gcod: yngo out 
neighbour, 'it cannot bg but: how 

mu 
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muſt ſtand in. the grace! and :fauour 


 both.of God and men, Or ifwe will 


more particularly c6fider of this ver- 
tue, and wherein ſhe diſpoſeth vs to 
line wſtly: and lawfully with menyher 
ation may very fitly be deuided into 
three! parts or heads: The' firſt is,'ro 
lue honeſtly , without breaking the 
laweseiher of God, or {of Qur-coun+ 
trey/. The:otheris, nor:to offend: any 
man;cirherinword or deed; The xhird 
is, togeue vio: :euery man that which 
is his owne. Now, if as.much-ſhouldbe 
ſpoken ofthis argument as. mighr be; 


\we.ſhould! exceed: thattmeaſteſthar { 


havepreſcribed and ſerdowne for this 
ſmall -treatzſe. And therefore ir ſhall 
ſuffice rhat we ſpeake of rhe' princi+ 
pall thing which isrecommended vnto 
vs by I»//ice,which is,to keepe our faith 
mallour doings, to take: in hand no» 


thingcrafrily & c{iningly buy to deale 
plainly & openly.in.all our affaivies: For 


euer& behides,thatfaith is the knor 8 
common bandoftheamitie & ſocictie 
of meſo alſo'is it ynto ys asgage;otthe 
grace of God which he hach youchſa- 
tedvs,to communicatebimſclf with vs. 


 Andſceing that bychis & the ſelf ſame 


72.  Thebolyloxe 

word, is fignified ynto vs the aſfbrance 
which we'haue of our ſaluarion,: and 
conſtancy of our:promiſe, we are vet 
ly robeleeue, that whoſoeuer ſhalls 
buſe: this pawne' amongſt men , will ri 
lightly abuſe: that gage which: God hg 
hath geuen him, And in very deede; WW 
whoſocuer he is thar ſhall ſet:beforg 
his'eyes the lawe of God, the iudge 
ment whichtherein is denounced;and 


the paines thar are prepared for the 6 
wicked,is it poflible that thar man wil 


eucr haue the heart to deceiue him; Wa 


whomethe lawe hath commaunded wo 
loue as him ſelfe ? will he, by defraw 


ding:of his ncighbour ,-decciue thi e* 


owne ſoule of that euetlaſting blefſe& MY 
nel{ſe,whereofrhofe men can neuer be{P< 
partakers, who communicate with the W* 
father of lying, and of lyes ? For, truth 
commetrh from heanen, & falſhood,is WF 
the daughter of darkenet{e.. Allkind WG 

of fiftion ;oulored and:counterfeir i” 
ſhewes and all leafings, are the crafiie 
deviſes of the'denill : and he that cn WP? 


rerraineth them, and victh them, co 
uenanteth with the wicked ſpirits an{ {PE 


makerh himfſelfe the bondflaue of fin; . 
And.therefore all our ations w_ | 
- bs 
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zefincere and fairhfull, bur eſpecially. 
their ations who are in authoritie to 
zouerne:the people, and are pur in. - 
ruſt rorenderiuſtice ynto cuery par= 
ticular mian. They muſt nor do as the 
Egiptian; Itidges did , that ware rhe 
mage af liiftice abour their necks,buc: 
hey muſt /hauecit imprinted in the 
botfrome &6f cheir hearrs,and betweene 
their lips, for ſhe alone it is thar muſt 
lire& their iudgements,ſo as neither 

ue. nor hatreds:\muſt+ at any hand 
make the ballance or ſcal:$s which they 
holdir their thands, leane cither one 
wayor:other, burcreaſotx alone muſt 
auſe the awe Purncandkick againſt 
iniquitie;! Surely;;no man-can haue a. 
better reftimonie vnrohis:conſcience 
this cle&ion,gthen when as he feeleth. 
unſelftorake pleaſure indealingiuſt- 
Land riphtuouſly:forwhoſocuer he is. 
+ Rds mg re RI 3 
or, thed: incth dtthe righteous 
man, ar him tharis of an vprighe 
hart, Tha way! andpath of the mt, is 
like vnro'che dawning of rhe day; her. 
lphtericreaſcth by little and lierle;and. 
WoccommerhJikeynro the nbonertide. 
Finewitmancould normore properly 
= E 
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compare iuſtice ynto any thi 


vnto thelight: for,as the light Grin 


+ notfor it ſelfe, but cauſerhi other: 


fee: cuen ſo this moſt excellent ſoit 
vertue of itſelfe, lookerh.norburyny 


the benefir &profir of kboheg 
none other end burbya well willin 
righreous affetion,ro conioyne &a 


P 
rertaine one another of vs. When 


vertue is growne vnro-a fullperfei 


ſhe ſtraighrwayes beginnethro lou 


may very wel take ynto her that na 
becauſe thar ſhe;hauingvnired &e 
zoincd ys together, 'teachertirivsrd 
compr ourſehues:to? be one! a 


flcſh,as being: chemenberabfcndhl | 


dy,or ratherghe body of one ow 
uinginvsa- charicable aftection,\ 
is the ſouldering & finowing of ourht 
dies rogether. For,as wo ſce = ae 
Kicutionofour T 
ro be.{0 franumdrehieveiri, oa, 


which'ts fardeſb off .;rfiou 7s ik 


forthwith in affeQti6 &ig 

ro the reſt:ſoas ifwehaue 
our'foot, by & bythe eye 

3:,8 ſtraightways we put tothe |: 
inthe end bend the wholeforceol 


bodyzohelp way Eucn{ 
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tht wirhelic rarer Cones 
the body, & in theholy cogregation oÞ 
are 01 whereof we are all mem-- 
uf bers, and the ſpirit of God which doth 
ml rule and gouerne vs, teacherh vs, thar 
mW forour owne : conſeruation, we muſt 
at occds make one of another;and make 
calf both- qur/ aduerficie. and proſperitie 
Wy common, | thar:'we:; might concribure 
all ynto the. necefiities of -one another. 
2M For,ourchriſtian xighteonſnes,teſtrai- 
une ncth not vs only, ro diſcharge' the ci- 

off nile and politick -bands' which, may be; | 
16 amongſt ys, bur alſpacquireththisna. 
18 eral obligation, which-bindeth vne 
bf man to; another by-murtiall good will 
Ja and loue. It remayneth now, that this 
id righreouſnefſe myſt cohione vs:vneo 
x8 God,and bring forch her moſt exceller 
alli effects,which keperh our ſoule ypright: 
rhe quiet, & capable of rheilofGod,and 
&$K were-baſt tied vnto the Joie of &+ 
1 verlaſting blifſe, which is done, by rhe- 
> will gifts of fairh 8: hope. For,aker we:have; 
cif purged our ſelues of theptruerſe & file 
M thy affeQics, whichoug altiath gores 
af co herby living on erth,&ſo blinded 
ol eurwil;as that ſhe.canotr erurne toil, 
i muſt ſhe go onrepher marky% guitle 

" © 1 


"= ..Fbeholylone 
ker ſelf nto her refting place; Now;y 
wearecaſtdowneinro the darkeneſſ 
of this world, into the deſerrs: of fin,f 
bortomleſſe deapths' of perdition, we 
cannerſce our end wirhour lighr, na 
findour waywithouva guidegne yerſu 
ftaine our ſejucs'8-g0 forward without 
Ray:undour lighr,guide, und ſtayis; 
reuchnionwhichGod hathſhewodvy 
to vs out of his will, the knowledge 
which/he hath geuen ynto-vs by hi 
grace,the ſpitir, by which he commy 
nicateth himſelfwith vs,and in the en 
cdinmeth himſelfe yntovs, becauſe 
are ſofeeble;as tharwe canfhior gotvnit 
kim. Wecallfaith'the ound and right 
affeQion, whergby' wee receiue thaj 
which he declareth'vnito vs, and whid 
we conſtitly belecue,and by which,y 
mdee of him in the pgoodnes 8 ſimpl 
citie bFoarharts. This is it with whi 
we humble our ſenſes, and with whic 
we denyonrſclues ro getieexedir vnb 
Higefuth,' hn pre, '6ur infit 
mitie,& by Which we allow-his almigh 
rines,retierece &gdmire the effeQs 
ofren reiterared,for the reconquerin} 
ef out ſaluation,8&deliuerice fro ett 
ral death, Now, whe as our foule hath 


ONCE 
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once found her ſelf diſpoſed ro belicue 
tis, and receiued this impreſſion fro 
the word of God,ſhe then cleerly ſeerh 
the marke whereart ſhe aimetrh, & kno- 
wing:thereby the:benefic which is ſer 
before her; ſhe: is rouched with a cer- 
taineffeQualfeeling ofpleafure,which 
, ether eorinually forward ro with 
'&f & looke for rhe ſaluation whichis-pre- 
x pared for her. This is that hope by the 
"EM which ſhe foreſeerh the happy hour of 
"if her felicitie, by which ſhe is kept for 
the loking for her bleſſednes,8& vphoE 
den & double ſtrengthened againſt all 
the griefesand miſeries which mighe 
; ſhake theſame, and crofle her in the 
12.8 way. Here then wee ſee how we muſt 
-\f prepare our 'ſoule to'make ir capable 
M of this felicitie.We muſt now then ne- 
ceflarily ſee & behold by her dealing, 
howſhe delighreth her ſelfin this mc ſt 
excellerpleaſure.And'iris tobe conſi- 
MM ered two) maner of wayes, the one is, 
8 that whit ſhe is clad abour with this 
+ ch; and detained here in this viſe 
* world.yer ſhe till ioyneth and yniterh 
0 hier ſelfe yaro God her: creator , by 
-_ Peanes of her pure'& hohy:diſpoſition, 
48 and of her g00d/and:charitable works: 
a E 1) 
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The other is;rhar whe ſhe is deliuere| 
& deſpoiled of the earth, & the worl 


| 
ſhe wholy vniterth her ſelf vnto her ſift 
& originall being.In chis firſt cſtarew}- 
ſhalſee her reioice in ſuchhappineſſ; | 
pleaſure, 8& contentment; as infinireh / 
ſurpaſſerh all the otherdelights wid - 
we poſlibly are able rowith or deny / 
here below. And ſuch in very deed; aff | 
are no way comparable ynto 'thok 1 
Pleaſures which we know ro be prep * 
red forvs inthe life ro come, and ſud 1 
intruth,asour thoughts cannor appriſſ i 
hend. For it is very true (which E/&4 
ſaych) That man, thar liuerh here 884 
this world, can comprehend nothinl's 
bur earthly things, And 'it is ſayd.aW-£ 
Ecdleſsaſt. That wee muf? not ſearch i h ] 
things aboue our reach, but thinke vpon ly # 
which God hath commannded vs : for ity i 
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not fit for vs tolcoke vnto that which Gu 
heepeth ſecret vnto bimſelfe from vs. Nol 
the bleſſeddeſt and chiefeſt pleaſure 
our ſoule, conſiſterh in conforming 
addreſſing all her doings ro thaten 
wherunto ſhe is created,which is doi 

by a&tion;prayer,and meditation; Fd 
God having cauſed vs tobe borne to 
members here of this vile world, eu 
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part of ys obſeruing the dury 8& motion 
whereymo he hath ordeined the ſame, 
8 ſeruc. for his glory, & teſtimony of his 

i& power.'Ir tandeth vs therfore vponglo 
ſo _ weliue here, to keepe well our 
1d bewarethar in our particular 
diſcording, we breake not the vauer- 
ighrnote and: harmony, wherein 
beauty: of his workemanſhip ſub- 
fiſtech - for, he hath called euery of vs 
ynto,a.ceFraine miniſtery and office, 


ſac »herevf he hath wade ſome Kings, 


oY dmePrigces,ſfome Magiſtrates, ſome 
ball privace or-to ſay as the Apoſtle 
« forks * 6bat ordayaets Some to be 
nll iphrrss hap Enangelifs» ſome Pree- 
doll et ws 2 Doctors, And therefore 
ls leryscake heed that, we fulfill the m- 
@ aiteris, which is Jayd vpon vs., For-if 
Hbeve deale Jamely andhakingly in 
arge which is geuenvnto ys, we 
ie pet; oncly in our owne: dutics, 
bore alſo, bring a generall cophuly 
of, vpon-the whole people, and fo be- 
v8 £ome culpable of the finnes of all the 
on mulrirude.. Where contrariwiſe, if ſo 
als bdewedeale-inſtly, and truly in our of- 
&, we. ſhall be like ynto good and 
full guficians, who, oucr and be- 
4 "-.—_ 
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fides rhe great pleaſure ofthe excallf 
and ſweet ſonnding of theit! yoicey) 
they feele a maruelous and inctedibh 
delight by the euen meeting of one 
nothers voice ,' which ' fallerh: /jnil 
theirs, wich an agreem&Er &aceord;fil 
offivecr nielodie. Andtheteforeith 
ſurely a great pleaſure rodowell;ny 
ther is there any pleaſiire ſo/gtemyl 
the conrentmet which we feeledvollfh 
conſciences, when we petforricall 
godly & commiendable ation.Neith ic 
is there any thing thar ta6tEigladh 


rickleth the ſpirir,then the gary 
Ir eff-erh & Fothiſect ena 1 
or weman,who verttoh fly dehaus fi 
Telites in their lives'8& tonuerfarid 
Tmeane nor ſuchglory as &fedeeit 
with winde or ſmoke, which pleaf 
merronly, but ſuch glory as'makethi 
ſeeafar offi thecrowne Whielvis pie k 

pared*'for vs. Neither niwſt-we tas 
vpon the ourcries-and clapping oftlilth 
hands ofthe people, whichfariotn tide 
courſe that we rake in hand, 'no mii 
then a valiant Chattpion readie proce 
pared in theliſts ro fight the 'combiliſa 
doth : butler it rather haſten vs'to tlie! 
the ſwiftlier ynto the goale- & garlaiui 


\ 
pr——_ 
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eleBof prize,which atcendethour vidtotie, 
ceo Band lifr'vp our ſoules with fitch a cog 
Whcarion, as thar all ouraGions./being rex 
exfctred-rothis end, maybe ifull of thae 
iniifoy: 8 conremmeEr,wheremcanhifterh 
zur iwholec blefſednes.Neithtr may we 
eyer can we cotinually ticonr fehies 
FErntorhe affaires and buſmeſfſerof this 
world : for, afrer labor, enſutrh xc{3; 
Ewhichis in very deedrthetrucoperatib 
f the ſoule;and char'is'Medgatzmm.And 
nyery truth, moſt blefſedl are they 
hoſe vocation is wonderfully fartheſt 
of from rhe care. of theſe worldly af- 
WBires,and whom God hath withdrawn 
romtherempeſts and ftormes. of the 
xdand placed them asat were in a 
Iiie&praccablehauensro behold a _ 
| % eſhipwrackof others; And 
"his medicarion'cotiſiftert only of the 
knowledge of the'trath,' and glory'of 
nEGod,which Weimuſt ſeeke after as wel 
Willy the contermplatioh,and exa& conſis 
* aederatio-of his works; our of which ſhis 
noepethforch evierywhete his power 8&an+ 
ro Mcoinparable es3 as bywhe-ordi- 
nDalnary read isword; by»which he 
ralWopenerh yhro-vs the treafure of: bis 
We Rs 72: coon 
"' on = 
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of heauens.ro make vs ſee his maief 


facero face, as much as our infirmig, 


tablerto beare. And the works of Gi 
yndoubtcdly,are:as ſcaling ladders 
vp forivs cucry where to climb vpn 

him, For; ler vs turne our ſclues whi 
way ſGener we will, and we ſhallf 
here-in:the world wonderfull thi 
for fwelooke downe into the dep 
thebowels of the earth, we ballly 
there ſuch a number of veines of g | 
and filuerfuch a ſorr of pretiousm 
rals,and ſuch ſpring heads of liuch 


rers,as is wonderfull Again,ifwelo oh « 


vpon the face of the earth,we ſhal fi 
ſuch varietie of hearbs, floures; fruj 
__ beaſts of _ &elds, and in t 

, ſuchvertues, and ſecttr ropenicy 
that irwould makes X 

niſhed. /And/are''the ſeas Icfſe. 
rable; by reaſon of theirebbing & 
wing? the multitude of fiſhes pr" 
diuerſitic of monſters, which they fe 

& bring forth > And: will not the ayt 


repleniſhed wich foulensloudr ol p 
ſnowes,hayles,lightniogs;6 chundais 


make is rp ws S: 
vp our eyes far r be 
curtaines of Heacren: ſpread-vpc 
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of the earth, behold the _ 

efſe of the 'Sunne, the clearcnefle of 
ache Moone, -and-rhe-ruling of their 
${(Ftourſe,obſerne & marke:the goodly & 
mf beautifull order of the Starres, their 
idWcourſe;effeRs,& influeces, muſt it nor 
ndneeds alcogether amaze vs?And yer al 
wil thisgeare together coſidered in grofſe 
ad is nothing in reſpe of the matters 
Lewhich we haue now in hand,whe as we 
vol ſhall haue examined the a pare and by 
mYvcecemcalc;!fot,whe as we ſhall haue 
wlcene chat the very leaſt things in the 
okWnorld, bauc in their conftirution.ſuch 
wa maruelous prudence & wiſedome,we 
uauſt of ncceflicie find our the author 
&ccator ofthew,in heauen.Ler man 
wbuthooke into himſelf, & confiderwith 
unſlfe what maner 4 thing be 1s;and 
wWwelicle amoythymor could make 
ungtow vntoſuchetaſhion,to be fra- 
 ined-a body of ſo mary ſundry parts, 
epi fuch; proportion. And let bin 
menoteoncens hipſelfe: ro ſee himſelfe 
”__—  vpivard Jus eyes ofien, and 
enmimbuns. All: bs menbersgcbur let 
tuth @litlevncorerhisckin;andghefſe 
Mb Hand the bans arc fo 


te Lb! 
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workemanlikeſct tog-ther,and-vnde 
ſtand how many ſfinewes and musk 
are drawne . downe-:euen: from. t 
neck, ynto themofſt baſe & outer 
parts of the body, to 'bind kole,m 
remoue to all the parts, vnto all ſor 
of mouings : and ler him behold hr 
ſo many veines are ſpread througha 
the body to carry the bloud:and ne 
ſhing iwwice vnto'cuery membe?. 
him alſo ſee what a number ofar 
ries are guidedfrqgn the heart,andb 
vided to accompanie all the fm 
and veynes, to hold in the virall ſp 
in cuery part, azthe meſſengers ofl 
will, to the end, tocommaund theſ 
newes' to moue; ot not'romoue! 
him then if he will,lay opp Rl 
macke; andiſce how hislife is 
ned, how the mogte ſenoduwiin 
the ſtomacke;) att transformed by 
ſecret and incomprehenlible-poy 
how, by laboring and Rirring'z\ 
ſtomack, they runne into the pt 

how aac iuice-flowertrithra 
the ſinallyaines into the Inger,wh 
is os 09 blond How the! 
diſchargeth fvicies Lhv's 
CL lonerandLi rates wy ach” 
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buteth the bloud intothe veynes, and 
how: it -is: ſear inro the heart to be 
_ there made thin andſubrilized;;cuen 
mtothe/ confe&@ion- of tlie vitall ſpi- 
rites, If he behold ithe-moouing 'and 
breathing of the-lights, which refre- 
 ſherh and moderaterhthe hear of the 
heart, if he ſee the arrificiallrurnings 
and 'wreathings of the guts , let him 
notthinke the ſaniezts'be fallen etitv{ 
the clouds , neither yer-thatheſceth 
any. other rhingiwithin; thenheſeertw 
without, 'Howbeit, when as he ſhall 
cotne to confider of thehead, which is 
thetreaſure of the ſences ,iand ſeacof 
reaſon. lJerhimdreame:amoneſt other 
things, what an -cfpectall worke the 
eye-is'3 andiwith how many*himtes. 
and thin skinnes ,this ligheſomeſpirit 
is garriſhet} and defended ;whichin 
very truth is'rhepleaſare-of the life; 
| heſhallremaineas it were aſtoniſhed 

and amazed; buryer nor ſolmuch ; as 
when he” commeth: :t6® pierce *he 
braine :where'h«ſhall percehue rhe 
Witiner whereon the porttatQife arid 
izg m— ar@borneby the ſet 
ec$$as fan fill anger id iriver? 
precersJro be recened' andexerciſed 
1 QUO 
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therein by the common ſence : : and 
afrerward to be ordered and placed 
within the cuſtodie of the celles of the 
memorie. But thething that moſt as 
Roniſheth vszisrthis,when as we deſire 
to ynderſtand what our ſoule is, which 
manageth& gouernerh all chis whole 
workemanſhip , whata power it is oh 
that thus ſtrangely. mouerh and wor- 
kethy which awaketh when we ſleeps, 
comprehendeth fo calily , all things, 
rea into the deepeſt: matters,and 
by diſcourſe,Gndeth our the cauſe'and 
reaſonof the moſt ſecret things, And 
weſce /and, feele theſe effeRs incur 
ſclues, and yer we can neirhet ſee nor 
yer concciue them ;. ;Cerrainly,when 
we:;z/in-the contemplation of: theſe 
rhings, are lifted yp.by faith, we feele 
ourſclues forthwith led: vnto- the au? 
rhor of theſe. workes, And: to ſay tru» 
ly, when:as we ſee ſo many maryelous 
things diſperſed throughout the whole 
face ofthe _ ,for;whar, other putt- 

' poſe ſemerhey; ibutto beas abooks 
eft wide open,for:ys toread out rhergs 
of-, che greatnefſe | and: whmighte 
arr God -] _ | — _—_ o 
oriouſly expreflcd ? The :onely be; 
m— 
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holding whereof, is able zo Nay our 
ſences and ſpirits, and, furniſh-them 
wich an aboundantand ſufficient con- 


TRY EASE. 


bookes, ahour him? Surely ( quoth 
he) LJacke no bookes , for the world 
1s my booke , and my ſtudie, is .the 
contemplarion'of nature , wherein I 
reade day and night I of the, glory 
of my God : howbeit,, 1 can never 
arcaine, to the end. thereof .. Q hap- 
pic life ,voide of ſuch a number of 
boiling ſorrawes and, greefes , whi 

ynderminc and. conſyme' our: yearess- 
gladding, and rcioycing 4..chis gra» 
uous reſt , and having good leaug 
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to thruſt our hands vp to the elbowe 
ihto the treaſures of the Deitie, which 
feedeſt the deſires of the ſoule , with 
the knowledpe of ininbtralide; , and 
ſvondeſt and dieſt within the O_ 
fAames of eternall wiſlome. Theſe a 
the delighrs,and theſe are the alluring 
baites which kept Acepſenas, arecluſe, 
within his' cell in thewilderneſſe, full 
threeſcoreyears,Theſe aretheallure- 
menrs which: ſtayed that Simeon all his 
lifelong,vpon the top of apillter. What 
ameruecilous deſire ( rhinke yoit) hal 
thoſe men, who beingſlifted vp aboue 
the earth; did ſwim in the ayre, conf 
miunicared with the Angels,and beatt 
tihed-rhemſeſues before they dyed? 
Withour.doubr, our bloit@'is wondets 
fully cotigealed and grofiſe” Bout out 
heartiani wWe'very « duFF, and: av "wer 
ina fotind,* if we 4Ufttire northelt 
bleflednefle, - neitherhanewecompaſ 
fre of our owne miſeries/,'vur ſpirits 
are mightely oirified , if fo'be we 
ton) rehendnot! /thir in this bfe ,1 
IM Sri CR —_— 
of this ere erity,otutr con 

ke :contentation,'$ be eek ol 
confiſteihandrefteth, Now God,who 


loucth 
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VE. ashis'thuldren,meanethnot 
rolcate' ys: vitro the-darknefſciof this 
world;and to make vs feeke afrer, gro- 
pingly@s"it were', amorigſthis workes 
forthis his crach ; Bur: hauinglefr his 
firit with vs; he hathalſoleftynro is 
hisworde,ss an interpreter ofhks will, 
wherein we ſhall befire ro firide ſure 
atidfaielifull In vs vn- 
tothisyericic ,' and edfily ynderſtand 
his matuelotis- workes'.* This is 'thar 
yoice 4 (which"is/ called the biirning 
wordey this is th&wordwhich is ca 
le#:h6 light; whict,auBuftbigsfaith, is 
lkevheo fer, beeatſetr doth not orily 

br hohten, atid make ripe;/bur'alo 
melceth; ſofrentth'/- and hardeneth, 

And therefore we ſhould follow thoſe 
g60d Egiprian fathers whoſeliucs Phi. 

deſcriberh,who'loofing theireyesro 
lske farreabouerthierworkes of God, 
caſtthen forchwith-nto'the reiditg 
of the Prophers,and'dfthe holy books, 


a5ypotithe cointnetteatie and/inter- 


pretor of their medirations.And theſe 
are they that haue moſt profoundly 
efitred intothe diniine wiſedome;'and 


Who for thar/oecafion;are in the ſcrip- 


tutes called Sezrs: for they are they, by 
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90 » The holy loge © 
whom, we haue. had'the; myſteries. o 
etcrnitie reuealed, and not by any hy 
maine induſtric,bur by the inſpiraria 
of the ſpirit of God,haue communict 
ted ynto ys the miracles of heaugy, 
and opened the encric into wiſdome 
with the which when as our; ſouley 
mixcd,and from thence hath receiug 
her forme and perfection: ,: ſhe mul 
thenbringforth her fruite, accordjyg 
as the ſame Philo hath taught ys, That 
that is the propertie of cuery pe 
thing, The fruite of a mediraringſpyl 
or rather the infantihercof;.if wel 
{peake as Euſebing doth,is praier,whig 
being conceiucd in; the inyardpang 
our thoughs » diſcloſerh ir ſelfs,b 
rwixc our lips;guen as.the childs cot 
cemcd inthe' mothers wombe + jFx 
the knowledge, df Qed, &rhe effec 
all focling of his goodnefle, which\an 
imprinted in vsby/an holy cogitatinh 
engendrech alſo.in-ys this morion 
courage which Mexcurje the great6e 
lech., The inward word; which bei 
well faſhioned within,and aided by th 
ſpiric &rhe body,thruſterh out it ſell 
and vttererh this outward word,whi 
we call praier, we take not 5his,000 
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of heattenty W1/dome, 91 
fot ordinary praye-,whichproccedeth 
ofour infirmiry,and ſhould be the be- 
ginning of all our workes , & which we 
arenotto keepe ta be the laſt ation 
of the ſoule,bur for that, by which we 
expreſfſe rhar affeRion _— _ 
jn-vs,. by percemung of that which we 
hanef5 che pwrorm, > x of God,which, 
after.thart' we haue by holy thoughts 
prepared our tongues for it, rujerh 8 
gouerneth the ſame,and maketh it the 
anſtrymec of his glory, by which we try 
whether we conuerſe cherin holily yea 
or no,which is ſuch'a wonderfull con. 
tentmentzas that there remainerth nor 
mourſpiric to receiue any-othcr cogi- 
ration ar all into it, For be it that we 
proſtrote our ſelues beforehimyto be- 
ecch him of his fauour 8& grace, or rex 


 quire his benefits,or to giue him thaks 


for his fauours daily ſhewed vnto.vs, 
our ſpirit. is as it were rauiſhed & in.2 
ſnond,& we feele his hand alrcady c6- 
ming faſter yponvs,then we are. in cak 
ling vp6 hin-hauing afſuredour ſcjhues 
along time rogether, that wharſocuer 
weſhould craue at his handin aliuely 
faith,he would grauntys,whether it be 
that we ar altimes,as indeed we oughts 


02 . Theholyloue 
cauſe our yoices reſound his praife 
preaching and: ferting forth bis: wa 
derous works, ſinging as he hath cow 
manded'vs, ſongs vnro his glorie ; and 
anſwering one- another with hymng 
& fpirnual} ſongs; bur hearrs reboun 
andlcapein vs; and our ſpirit liftal 
vp irſelfe aboue the heauens, andit 
neth in thoughtwith our crearor;Ani 
what houre , nay what moment of y 
houre ought weroceaſe, turning th 
eyes ofour ſoules towards him , wh 
continually ſtandeth with 'his arms 
wide'open, to embraſe ys, bendethhi 
fauourable 'eares viito our praiets 
hearkeneth Jouingly vnto our vows, 
and is'not iealous of the praiſes whi 
we fing vnto him ? Is ir-meer then tha 
there -ſhould be eicher bufineſſeg 
ſleepe, ro bereaue ys of this pleaſurg 
orrather thatwe our'ſelues ſhonldbs 
reaue our ſoules, & ſo bring our ſclug 
I{kkepe cnen'then'; when the ſweet 
ſongs , earneſt and feruenr prayer 
ſhou!d garher our Tpirirs rogerher, | 
afſemble them ro ſtriuewirh the gratt 
of God, which worketh in vs . Is: 
thar we ſhould become! deafe' , eiti 
cthen', whethe toucherh'the*inflm 
mem 
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ment of ouriſoules, to caufe vs agree 
yntothe tune of his will , and content 
our ſclues- with the melodie of -this 
ſweet and perfe& hermonie , which 
ſounderh from the coniunion of our 
vnderſtanding of his deirie?O immor- 
ralldelighrs' , who: ſhall ſeperate my 
foulefrom rhee' 5 who ſthallpluck me 
from our'of thine armes, todrawe me 
our of heauE vnto rhe earth;fr6 cleare 
ſhining brightneſſe , into miſcrable ' 
darkneſſe,and tolead away my ſences 
fr6puritic and cleannefſe, into amoſt 
filbydunghil or-iakes. And therfore O 
thou ny deare ſoule,live,yealiue 1fay; 
andſcrtle and refettle-chy ſefe amidſt 
theſe heaucnly-delghts , which' as 
pearles and diamorids, haue baniſhed 
themſclues into'the wildernefſe and 
vetermoſt parts of the earth and are 
ſuch\an excellenr market 33 cart poli 
bewiſhed,vneo aWſuchta5Hawe the 

s to-p6'thether 46 ſecke" after 
them, and live tho this Bleffed hfe; 
which is the way of imumortalitie, that 
pleaſantly leadeth vs euen into the 
ettrie of the heauens ;-following' our 


MW God;ftepby ſtep , and holdinghmby 
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ſhall be bereauedbut of thar _ 
thathindererh vs, andbe caſt wir 
loſtbody into the middeſt of the dep 
cf his glory: where, being full , note 
pleaſures, eaſc,reioycing,delights : 
voluptuouſneſſe,burwith an vnſpea 
able and vnbelecucable contentnicily k 
which ſurpaſſeth/ wharſoeuer we. 
able noxro ſpeake of, but rothinked 
Wc ſhall begin the courſe of this i r 
* mortall life , which'neuer ſhall 
end,& enter into this eternall bled 
nes, oucof which we ſhalneuer cc 
& be cnlighrened wich that moſt he 
uenly.glory,which never ſhal bedar] i : 
ned.Bur becauſe thar this laſt & r 
perfefelicitie , confiſterh in beh hal 
=o the! face of ,che- father of li 
a mY ſhall ſee the ſprogde 


pts pan; .begimming of 
EX celleacie, & wi north 
7 <6: hinfaceroface , ſo JongatW 
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pr as it\ werepaſſingby , we: might 
dour peace, and with. Glence: 
Mn »;that which we knowt0 bez | 
ray gnathow,ncicher are we ond 
le to ſpeaks zhereof » bus: charm 
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ng muſt-needss accuſe car -owne-jond 
ah economy thng arc = | 


to e any thing , ſaue thax we 


\ Y 


iow not afly-thing thereof by any of 


lM our ſences;buris a thing whichbeyond 


bY all meaſure: ſurpaſſerh all perfe&ion 
8 Se wharſocuer,for.quriences,can no, 


ar Pipl pleres ſo farre into ir,and 
ea he 


in} 


ee beer5 io this worldhobly & cigh- 


i 


* morerhat our ſpirit ſtriueth to en- 
ter into ir;the more it ſtumbleth cher- 
aWharisrhcre then for vs to dozFor- 
Goth amoſt aflureddiope, thar if we 


ruouſly,and make our ſches worthy of 
the grace and 'fanonr Which our bea- 


oh venly father offterhvAto vs; and with- 


draw notour affeRionsfrom him,and 
give not the honour which we gwe vn- 
ſohim ,vpon and ro theſe earth land 
jorldly things, we ffiall qne Jay enter 
& his children and Heytes of his gſo4 
x7 pinto the treaſury of bisbeavcnhe 
Tkches +, and, Fey. according)ro 
” luzpromiſes beet melle .___ 
**\ of his etetnitie, © + 
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; Hae adwyned this 'Epajide om 


to the'end'of rh treatiſe Seeaiiſe 
they are both of like ar umient ai 


becauſeialſso we ſnowld. ;not; [0 6: | 
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The Epiſtle of S. Baſile 
the Great,unto S. Grego- 
rie the deuine. 


| Have forthwith re- 
acknowledged your 
letter, as men re« 
acknowledge their 
friends children ro 
be like vnto their 
parents. : for there 
isno man that can or may bertrer miſ- 
like ofour heremitages,than you your 
ſelfe,nor know before hand whar our 
manner of life and ordinarie conuer- 
ſation is,to vphold and maintaine that 
the choiſe of places can any way en- 
large and encreaſe your heart vnto de- 
uotion,and thar there is nothing ther- 
in at all which may cauſe you ro hope 
for any ſuch ſweer delight and feliciry 
which we heerein. promiſe vnto our 
ſclues , In verydeedI ſhould be aſha- 
medrocauſe you to haue a deſirero 
write hereof that,which I my ſelfe day 
E | 


os An Epiſtle 
-and night, dohiere in this wildernefſe 
'For alchough 1 haue left the city, &al 
thoſe tedious dealings which brought 
ynto me with them a thouſand miſ- 
 Chiefes, and a thouſand d:i{commodi- 
tics , yet can | notpoſſtbly Jeate-my 
ſelfe , bur am cuen properly moſt like 
vnto them that being not wonted vnto 
the ſea , grow ſo fick when they are a 
ſhip-borde : & thinking the greatneſſe 
of the veſlell, and rolling thereof,to be 
the cauſe of their ſicknefſe, are def 
rous togodowne into the cockboare 

for the caſing and betrering of chem: 
ſclues,and when they are there , rhey 

grow ſicker then they were before,be- 

cauſe they carie with them both their 

Nomach and choller aJſo into ir. And 
afrer thar manner fareth ic alſo with . 
me,for 1 carrying with my ſclfe , bok £ 
my priuate and particular pafſions,am 
continually inthe very ſelfe ſame rrou- 7 
ble and vnquierneſle that Iwas before, Fc 
and ſo | haue gotten nothing by with- 
drawing my ſelfe from the world. How- 
beit, whoſocuer he be that woulddo 
that that ſhould further his ſaluariony 
and follow the way of him which ſaitly 
If any man will foliow me ,let him forſ | 

him 
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BE himſelf,and take vþ his crbfſe and follow me, 
UE he ſame man without Uhubt ſhall finde reSt 
Bl 520 hſoule.For as the eye which con- 
: ctinually mooueth , and rolleth-it ſelfe 


hither and thicher , ſomerime high and 
VE fomctime lowe,can neuer looke ſtraite 
CB ypon any thing , and therefore if he 
0 willlooke well, he muſt tedfaſtly caft 
and fixe his eye aJrogether vpon one 
point : cuen ſo , mans vnderitanding 
being drawne away with a thouſand 
{undrie cares,cannor well bend ir ſelfe 
= aright vntorthe knowledge of therruth: 
forthe vnmaried man ſhall be cartied 
away with foule and beaſtly deſires and 
luſts,troubled with fooliſh and furious 
loue toyes, & other vabrideled deſires. 
And on the otherfide, with how many 
cares ſhal the maried mibe thwarted, 
for if he hath no children,thar will be a 
great corfiue rohim;he muſt alſohaue 
ancyevnto hiswife, he muſt prouide 


PD & a>. 


muſt be at charges with his ſeruants, 
he ſhalbe ar- variance with'his' 'neighs 
boures\, he ſhall alwaies be ax ſure ins 
thelaw, his marchandize ſhall be itt 
hazard; and the manuring and ſts- 
ring -of his grounds: _ a great 
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for the neceflaries of his houſe, he 


100 An Ernſt le. 
paine and charge ynro him, he ſhall & 
uery day haue new troubles in his 
minde , and the night which bringeth 
with icall the cares ofthe day forepah 
ſed,will rofſe vp and downe in his fan- 
tafie , And there is but one onely re- 
medieforall this, which is wholy to 
forſake the world : neither muſt he ay 
bandon his. bodie onely from.: the 
world, buthe muſt with a ſweet and 
an aſſured reſolution , ſeparare his 
winde cleane from the wor!d , yeahe 
muſt as ic were, yiolently pluck away 
his very cogitationsfrom it,and make 
them flic , haue nothing proper vnto 
himſclfe, kcepe no company, he muſt 
bepoore and without ſubſtance , and 
without all worldly dealings , farre 
from any negociations ,- ignorant of 
politike-ſciences and-rrades,and onel 
prepare himfſelfe ro receive into his 
ſoule,the inftruRions of holy wiſdom, 
And we cannot berter prepare out 
ſclues herevnto, then tro forget wic- 
ked conditions, and naughtie dealing, 
wherein we were heretofore brought 
ypin and inſtructed , for iris impoſſs 
ble to wrice any. thing vpon a writreli 
paire of cables , excepr we firſt "_ 
| that 
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that out. which before was written; 
Euen ſo likewiſe it is impoſſible ro en- 


graue inthe heart of men,the will and 


word of God,if ye firſt of all pluck nor 
out thereof the. fore conceiued opini- 
ons, which before haue beene therein 
imprinted by a wicked kinde of life. 
And hereunto the ſolitarie life is 
wonderfull profitable , becauſe rhar ir 
ouercommeth all our perturbations, 
and ginerhreaſon, time and leiſure; ro 


p © EY 


draw them'our:of the ſoule , For 'as' 


Wilde beaſts'are cafily tamed when as 
they are made much of, and dealt 

ently withall; euen fo our luſts, chok 
er,, terrors and ſorrowes , which are 
the yery poiſons of our foules, krewith 
preater caſe ruled and'goiierned by 
reaſon, when as they begin roquier 
themſelues,and are not protoked and 
made ſauage by a continuall cogitari- 
on, Andtherefore ſucha place muſt 
be choſen out as this which we are in; 
ont of all campany , to the. end our 
continuall meditation be nor inter- 
rupred by any reſort,for this godly me- 
ditation nouriſherh the ſoule with 
ſweet and heauenly cogitations , and 


what amoreblcfſed thing can therebe ' 
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then to imitate here vpo earth the life 
and accordof Angels?And ro be vp by 
the ſunne rifing,to pray & ſing himng 
and ſongs vnto the creator , and when 
theſunne is at the higheſt, ro begj 
his labour againe,and licor and ſeaſon 
his trauaile in the ſalt of deuourtprai, 
ers and fpirituall ſongs ? For therey 
nothing that ſo. much gladdeth thy 
minde,and maketh ir more meric.and 
ſtrong » then. the conſolation of holy 
ſongs: andtherefore quier reſtis rhg 
. very righepreparatiue for thepurgi 

and clenſing of the ſoule. Forbecul 
the tongue isnot then impeached for 
the diſcoucring of the affaires of the 
world, ncirher are the eyes yer occl' 
pied abour the iudging of the bright 
nefſe and diuerfity of colours,or of the 
proportion of bodies,neither doth the 
heating ſpend and waſte the forces 
the vnde1ſtanding, to heare ple:ſant 
ſongs , which are made to tickle the 
Cares,or yet matter of laughrer,fooler 
andknauery , which ſcrue for none. 0 
ther purpoſe but to weaken' the force 
and intention of the mind. Now whet 
the ſoulc is nor caricd away with thin- 


king of outward things,& ſpred abroad 
| as 
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as it were by the ſences vpon worldly 
things,ſhe commeth back vnro het ſelf 
and rerurnerh wholy into her ſelfe, and 
afterwardof her ſelfe raiſcth vp her 
ſelf euen vnto God. Then all the clear- 
nefſe and brightneſſe of this diuine 
moſt bright ſhiri2glight,forgerreth all 
hernaturall ations,& careth no more 
for food and clothing, no ſhe nor ſo 
muchas once thinkerh of any earthly 
thing,but tranſferreth all her ſtudy for 
the gerting of eternall benefirs . She 
addiReth her ſelfe, and Nudieth how 
ſhe may become remperate, how ſhe 
may frame her ations according to 
righteouſnefle and prudence,how ſhe 
may become couragious,and general- 
lic,all orher vertues which deuour per- 
ſons learne,ro addrefle al their ations 
ynto comlinefſe/and perfeticn of life. 
The plaine beaten high way that muſt 
bring vs hereunto, and keepe vs with- 
inthe compaſſe of our duty , is the 
reading and meditating of the holy 
ſcriptures , for therein we ſhall finde 
the moſt yertuous and excellent in- 
ſ:uQion to cauſe vs to dowell, thar 
petbblie may be, and examples and 

iſtories of the lives of holy and 
Sal i F ii 
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religious perſons, which are ſo many 
luely images , and exemplars of all 
good manners,and holy conuerſation, 
which are there ſer before vs to fol. 
Jow. Wherefore,whoſoeuer he be that 


ſhall feele any infirmitie in him ſelfe, 


and ſtaicth himſelfe hereon , ſhall 
finde therein as inaritch and well fur- 
niſhed Apothecaries ſhop , cuery ne- 
ceflarie drugge that is fit torecouer 
his health,for let himthar loueth rem- 
perance and modeſtic, read ouer ors 
dinarily rhe hiſtorie of 1oſeth , and 
therein he ſhall Jearne aRions full of 
reat continencie and chaſtitie, and 
de,that he was not onely chaſte and 
areſfiſter offilthie luſt , bur by reaſon 
of long exerciſe , confirmed alſo in all 
ſorts of yertues , he ſhall likewiſe 
learne by Iobarare couragious minde, 


in ſecing the aduerfities which he en«. 


dured, as being become from a great 
riche man , to be a moſt miſerable 
poore wretch , and from a father of 
a noble and grear familie ; a man a- 
Jone and without children, ſtanding 
couragiouſlie and coutinually ynto 
his tackling , his mightie conſtancie 
being neuer abated, nor his heart RE 

| wall 
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whitart all leſſened . And when his 
frierids which came to comfort him, 
had proucked him,and fella icſting ar 
him for his ralke,and ſtirring his mild- 
nefſe, yer could they neuer thereby 
drue him into choller, Bur if any man 
would dreame , with what magnani- 
micie-he could be able' to hold him- 
ſelfe courteous and gentle, and being 
angrie againſt finne , lJoue and make 
much of the perſons that offed, he ſhal 
finde Dauid , who was a moſt braue 
and yaliant expert man of warre, to 


| be notwithſtanding ſuch a one, as 
| was farre from reuenging| himſelfe of 


his enemicy' , Such a one was alſo- 
Moſes, and yer notwithſtanding he 
would be mightely angric again 
thoſe that blaſphemed the honour of 
God: bur vnto ſuch as offended and. 
flaundered himſelfe , he would be 
meruetlous calme and gentle . And 
therefore we muſt do as' good Pain- 
tersaud Counterfeiters do , who ta- 
king vpon them to draw out the 
counterfeit of ſome man or beaſt, or 
any other thing elfe curiouſly wroughr 
natable before their faces, looking; 
oftentimes vpon.the _ which they: 
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are counterfeiting, dodray the linis 
ments one after another , vnrill they 
haue hniſhed and ended their works: 
that is to ſay,looking vpon the liuesd 
holy men,as vpon luely unages, dray 
our of them the moſt excellent linis 
ments of yertue, tomake ys perfed, 
and to make ours by imitation.Jike vis 
ro them in all goodnefſe and excel, 
lencie. So we returning from laboug 
vntopraiers, ſhall by them make ou 
minds and ſpirits more liuely and me- 
rie, as heated and enflamed with 4 
true godly louc . For a good and faiths 
full prater engendreth in our ſoules 4 
manifeſt knowledge of the goodn<ils 
of God ©: for that makerth God, asit 
were,to dwell invs, as hauing ſetled 
him deepely in our remembrance 
and fo by this means we are made the 
temples of God,when as the inrent df 
our minde is not interrupted. by any 
earthly cogitarions , nor our ſoule 
troubled with any fuddaine, moriong 
bur flying and eſchewing all other 
thing, retirahher ſelfe rowards God 
as ther friend, and driuing away al 
peruerſe afteftions which mooue 48 
vito inermperance z giveth her {oh 
_— 
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wholy vnto the ſtudie of thoſe know- 
ledges which lead her vnto vertue. 


And firſt it is very meet we takc heed, 


chat we ſpeake nothing impertinenrtly 
eo the purpoſe, bur to inde our things 
after agentle manner, and withour 
contention, and to anſwer ynto that 
which is demaunded without affeQa- 
tion, andnor interrupt him that ſpea- 
kerhro the purpoſe, of any thing, and 
rokeepe ſuch a moderation in hea- 


ring of him,as that it mighr nor ſeeme 


thathe meantby any vaine oftenta- 
tion, tothwartrhe matrer at that time 
fera broche , Nether muſt any man 
be aſhamed rolearne, or yer hide thar 
which hath beene taughr him by an- 
other: dealing like ynro- wicked wor 
men,that robbe other women ofrheir 
children, and make their husbands 
belecue that they are theirs ./ Bur 
we muſt giue vnto him that hath 
taught vs , allthe honour and glory. 
It is beſt , as I thinke, that cuery 
man ſpeake moderately and rempe- 
ratly , fo as his wordes be not Poſt 

ore they come vnto the ' care, 
neither yer muſt they bee ouer 
lowde, nor_raſblic ſpoken , nor yer 
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vnaduiſedly,for a man muſt firſt con- 
ſider with himſclfe, whar he will fa, 
and then afterward vtter it,carie hims 
ſelfe gratiouſly in reaſoning, and to 
giuea good liking in particular con- 
uerſation , not with meriments, but 
with beneuolence , gratious commit 
nication,& naturall courteſic, alwaig 
flying and auoiding,when there is any 


necd of reproouing, all bitrerneſſe, 


 andeger words , He muſt firſt frame 
himſelfe ro be of an humble and 
meeke ſpirit , that he might like and 
pleaſe him who hath need of his dif 
courſes . The manner which the Pro 
pher vſed in reproouing of David, 


. vety many times good and proficabe 


for vs , who would not by and by, and 
ypon the ſudden, accuſe him of the 
foule fat which he had committed, 
bur rold him of his fault vnder thetr 
tle of another , whereby he made him 
the tudge of hisowne finne , fo ashe 
uing condemned himſelfe,he could by 
no means take any occaſion to fall out 
with him thar had reproued him. Nov 
he thatis humble and caſt downein 
his cogitations,looketh alwaics down 
ward, weareth his apparel A 
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his haire long, and his garment nor 
made after the faſhion ſo as that hu- 
militie that mourners faſhion them- 
ſclues ynto,, is naturall in him. His. 
Gowne muſt be girt vnto him,bucnor 
aboue his loynes, for that is ſomewhar 
womanith : neither yer too looſe, for 
that bewrayeth his ſlothfulnefle. His 
gate muſt notbe ſlow,becauſe it ſignt= 
fieth a ſoft ſpirit, ne yer:ouer-haſtie, 


# forfcare he be noted to be haggar hea- 


ded. The garments are made bur for 
one thing, which is, to keepe the fleſh 
from hear and cold. He muſt not hune 
after colours,to pleaſe the eye,nor ex- 
quiſit faſhions for delicacies ſake: for, 


| they thar hunt after theſe ſorts of ar- 


tires,are womaniſh,who beaurify their 
ſmooth well coloured cheeks and their 
haire, with many ſtrange and diuers 
coloured paintings. The Gowne. muſt 
be made of ſuch ſtuffe, as that we ſhall 
nor need to. caſt another vpon it, to 
kepevs from the cold. His hofing muſt 
be of a ſmall price, bur yer of ſuch a 
price, as may ſuffice theneceſſitie for 
which hevſcth.it. And generally, as in 
his garments, fo muſt he alſo'in all o- 


ther things haue regard vneo ftugalitie 
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and profit, As for meare, bread will 
ſtaunch hunger,and water quenchthe 
thirſt of a ſound man, He may vſe {# 
lads of herbs as farre as is neceffarie 
to ſtrengthen and brawne the bodie, 
He muſtnort at his meales cate raue- 
nouſly like an hungerſtarued Wolk, 
bur! ſhew himſelfe alwayes like vmo 
him ſelfe, ſober, and remperate inal 
his defires : neither muſt he in the 
meane while occupie his minde in 
playing rhe foole, bur dreaming of the 
nature of things wherewith we ate 
nouriſhed , take 'occafion to glorike 
God, who gouerneth and moderateth 
all things, for ſo much as he hath deub 
fed and brought forth ſo many ſundry 
forts of meates, which by a fingulat 
propertic are applied vnro the vſe and 
maintenance of our bodyes, And 
therefore before we goto meare,we 
muſt geue God thanks, for that which 
he hath beſtowed ypon vs,and beſeech 
him ro beſtowe vppon vs in time to 
come, that which he hath promiſed 
vs. We muſt haue bur one houre in the 
day for our meales, and: rhat muſtbe 
allo obſerued in good order, ſo as 
thexxiuj. houres of the day andnighty 

we 
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we muſt beſtow- this one houre about 


-oyr body, and all thereſt of the rime 
muſt be ſpent. in ſpirituall exerciſes. 
We muſt make bur ſhort ſleepes, thar 


we may.wake quickly, and our fleepe 
muſt be.after rhe manner.of our fife, 
which is oftentimes interrupted by 
great and earneſt cogirations. For to 
betycd to adeepe, ſleepe, as if alour 
members. were benummed,; and:by 
ſuch reſt rogeue place ynto dreames, 
and fooliſh imaginations, is to dye al- 
wayes, Their morning, which make a 
deuour profeſſion., is. midnight, for. 
then do they take their time to prayſe 
God, becauſe that when as the reſt of 
the night turnerh away their hearrs 
from wharſocuer might occupic their 
eyes & cares,it keeperth their thoughts 
fixed on God,geueth them the means 
toamend their conſciences by recor- 
dug \ Jang? finnes, and taſer barres 
vnto their ſoules tokecpe them from 
euill, and ro implore the goodnes of 

d,that ic might worke together in 
themthis perfection of life which they 
hope roalpire and come vato. 


ERR > 
AN EXHORTATION 
of a ciuile life, ynto 
Monſieur de L, 


Am very glad that there 
is ſome-thing' paſſed my 
hand which Jiketh you; 
And I neuer thinke ny 
watchings bettcr beſt, 
wed, then when as they content ſuch 
as with their friendſhiphanor me, and 


vnto whome I haue yowed my ſeruicy 
asThaue done troyoti; Howbeir, if the 
Epiſtle of Saint Baſile which I have put 
forth into French, hauc done you any 
pleaſure,itis nor to metharyqu ſhould 
ſhew the fauour: nor ynto me, I ſay, 
who hauerather ewpared then amen 
dedthe worke of ſo great a Clarke, 
making ir to change the toong, andy 
ſpeake our french language. Truly, a 
mongſt all the Fathers of the Grec« 
ans, there is not 'one amongſt them 
that L berter like of, then I like of him 
Eucry man. hath his liking, and 
ave 
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eaue other men to the commending 
Ef thar which they beſt like of : bur as 
or mine owne part, Iwill rather vſe 

isman which pleaſegh me, for this is 
he man thar I chiefelieſt make ac- 
oumpt of, Neuerthelefſe,there is one 
ting in your letter which you wrote 


\vnto me that miſliketh me,and thar is 


tis, You write,thatthe often reading 


my of this Epiſile,which you ſay,you read 


: Wouer as it were euery day,hath broughg 
Wyouinto a deficr roger you intoſome 
Monaſterie,and there to paſie the reſt 
pf your dayes,that you might rurne a 
ay your eyes from beholding the 
Wegreat miſerics which this miſerable 
{Mciuill warre hath hatched and broughr 
Wfoorth, and wholy conuerr your mind 
and choughrs vneo the honor and ſer- 
d MWuice of God, This purpoſe of yours, I 
{muſt necds confefle, proceederh from 
(2 moſt godly hart, and a very good 
| Worecaſting meanec to bring vnro yout 
Win your owne parricular cauſe, ſome 
; Wquictnes of mind,and peace of conſci- 
« Wence, which I ſuppoſe ro be one of the 
greateſt benefits which wee can any 
way looke for. Bur it would ſore grieue 
me to be bereaued of ſo ſweete and 
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deere companie, and fo great hy 
ynto the common weale. You ſha 
(belecue me) in my poore opinig 
doo maruellous wrong both yy 
your countrey , and to your frie 
and cuery man is to ſceke his c 
benefit, bur yer ſo, as that itbe 
to the hurt of another. For, weea 
not borne heere in this world f 
our ſelues: and befides, we are hi 
the lefler part of the whole, m 
therefore binde and rye your {el 
ynto the great and principall pa 
thereof , with moſt ſtraight bang 
which allow vs not ro withdray 
our ſclues in this dangerous 4 
fon, without violating ' and bre 
king both the bonds of charitic, a 
alſo 'of godlyneſſe. And yer fot 
this, I would not haue you think 
chat I will gayneſay , or yer dt 
niſh the commendation which Sa 
Bafile, and fo many auncient 
thers, and my ſelfe with them, h 
geucn vnto ſolitarie life ; for I great 
ly commend it, yea, and I lt 
it, it may be too well. But I wil 
you did Joue ir as they doo, and 
pon the ſelfe-ſame conſideratio 


TH 
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land not for any diſcouragement, the 
iWrarher to auoyde the thwart and 
edjous dealings of . a cwutle life, 
ien: for + ta; followe the pleaſure 
that is -in: contewplation . Followe 
if you pleaſe) the examples of the 
auncient Fathers, bur followe chem 
e with that. wiſedome and modera- 
Mtion, which 'they doo. . Beleeue mee 
Mi you will, ir is: now no time for their 
 fietample of life,” ro call ſuch men 
es. you are 5 vnto- ſolitarie life. 'For 


Wmoraſticall life came nor in, in a 
troubleſome time, ne yer for ſuch 
wtn, as whoſe wiſedome and fi- 


lelitie was fhecefiarie vnto the go- 

a pcramene ; of the weale publicke; 
MW Neycher doo wee ſee; that in the 
hel beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church, although ir was euerie 
manner . of way , and with all ſorts 
of troubles and affliQtions roffed and 
Mturmoyled, that the Fathers with 
af irewe them ſclues into the deſerts 
cx 92d ſolicarie places, there to ſerue 
God quietlie. Bur their lives beeing 

af full of aRtions, and thoſe publicke 
vi #llo, hindered them to eſtabliſh the 
ply Gbucches , x0. diſcipline the people, 
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116 An exhortation: 

to conſerue the peace and vnion 
Cities and prouinces, and to ferugh 
examples of modeſtie and remperany 
vntothe whole world. Bur:when asy 
Chriſtians had full ibertie and a 
rance, arid that the Emperours'a 
chicfe Gouernors had embraced i 
Religion, and kept the ſame vndert 
couerr of their armes and power, 
fauoredſuch as made'profeſſionthih 
of, the peace then of it being; eſtall 
thed, and the common weale bei 
able as it were to be maintained 
ſelfe, vpen the good and ſure found 
tions, Which fo 'many wiſe and hdi 
perſonages had before Jlayd it » 
permirted ynto great 'Jearned meni 
enioy the ſweernefle of ſolitarieli 
Bur of whar age were they when the 
thus did ? Forſooth ir was euen the 
when they had ſpent the ſtrength! 
their yong yeares in the governmen 
of the ciuile life,and in worldly affain 
amongſt men. And abour this age;at 
afrer this manner, did Saint Baſile, a 
Saint Terome withdrawe them fſclua. 


And yernotwithſtanding when astht 
neceſſitie of the common ſtate requ# 


red their ayd, ſorge of them were a 


| 
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edaway,and enforced ro enter againe 

nto their former charge for the good 

frhe common weale. And otherſome 

fthem remained all their liues long 

+ ſolitary life , and ir was by reaſon 

they were nor thought competent and 

© neceſſary men -abour thole affayres 

which then were eminent; And to ſay 

Wrruly, what man is able to abide to ſee, 
""Wcuring the rempeſt (when as the bil- . 
"Wlowes rowle moſt hye, the ſea fomerh 

"Wmoſt furiouſly , the winds blow moſt 

oy. tragioufly ) the moſt experr pylots 

"Wjcauc the helme vnro paſſengers, ro 


"Wall coatheir ſlcepe ? For, ſo long as iris 
Wecalme, eucry man may guide the 
*Wierne, for then, skill is to ſmall pur- 
* ma and ignorance doth no great 
"wrt. Burſolong as the ſtorme conti- 
"Waueth, the: direQion and wiſedome of 
him thar;gouerneth is ſcene; _ 
'a 


"whoſe dire&tion and wiſedome' alone 
""paogcth the lives of all thoſe rhar are 
#*Fecmbarked with him. Now,your ſtudie, 

"WY 2ge-and cxperience;haue brought yn- 
" *oyou greatſufficiencie,and ripeneſſe 
**{_Xcounſell, and your wifedome; and 
P itie, haue' made you inſuch ſorr 
4 *&Qt the comon weale of your coun- 


x18 _"Anexhbortation 
countrey;as in deed you aughr, ſor 
you haue thereby gorten.your'ſ 
ſuch credir amongſt your narut 
countrey-men:, as the time ye 
deth and affoorderh. for honeſt mz 
to haue. For , with whar pretet 
can you any way abandon the'ea 
mon good of your countrey ? It w 
be, you will ſay, I am nar able toj 
bide the outrages which reigne1 
mongſt the people, 1 cannor ay 
to ſee the diſorder and confiily 
where-into- all: thinges are fall 
Tell me, I beſeech you, doth. this: 
ree. with the words which Tha 
BR you oftentimes ſpeake, that 
Countrey is in the ſtcad of our 
ther and Mother, and to this cle 
it ;i5, called/Patria, by a name,ul 
deriuation whercof, figrufterh all 
ther, and the feminine-:rerminal 
on ſigniherh a Mether , as. cot 
ning them both in one word, a 
fignifying Patrie , and Marie , ba 
together, Put the caſe that: a-Fatl 
ſhould waxe. mad, and be outiobi 
wits , vppon; whome would” yown 
ſowe. the care , keeping; and ol 


fight of him ? would you not 
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yppor 'the Children >: Now, if the 


Children would excuſe them ſelues, 
d-fay, that hee had puniſhed, in- 
ied, and bearen them, and there- 

ore would nor take it vppon them, 
ould you nor tinde fault with them, 

nd "with checks: and ' taunts en- 
jtce'ther ro door that dutie which 
th nature and charitie | comman=- 
eh them ? Peraduenture you will 
ay, that there are tyo- things which 
thdrawe you , and they ſeeme- to 
xcuſe you for putting too: your hel« 
ing hand, and medling in and with 
heſe affayres. And the one is, thar 
is loſt labor, that the pl-adings 

f honeſt men are vtterlice vnpro- 

table, and ſerue for none other 
urpoſe , bur ro make them to bee 

nuyed and hated , withour 'brin- 
ing any bencfite to the common- 
jeale ar all. By this, the wourd is 

0 whit the more cured , and l- 
tle hath ouer-much -wonne vp=< 
mn reaſon. For , honeſt men are 

þ whit bound to rrauell for the 

roffic and: commodirie' of the com 
lon-weale , bur ſo | farre-foorth- as: 
eye trauell may do good, and that 
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T20 Anexhortation 

there is thereby ſome hope of well 
ing. For,men muſt deale in a Statg 
Phiſitions do with their phiſicke,lM 
they muſt not miniſter phiſicke y 
diſcaſes that are incurable , wh 
bringeth nothing elſe vnro themſeh 
but ſhame and diſhonor. The ot 
that you tell of, is this, that there; 
ſome things which an honeſt many 
not by any meanes poſlible ſuppe 
nor difſemble, Well,patience is am 
uellous great vertue, and greathh 
ſecming, and neceflary for the life 
men, and yet ſhe hath her bound: 
and the miſchiefe growerth ſometit 
ynto ſuch an head, as thar they whi 
both loue and feare God, are no 
able ro abide it. For anſwere vntou 
fit, this I ſay, that it is a coward 
idle,and flothfull excuſe, grounded 
ther ypon our puſillanimirie, then! 
pon wiſedome which ir ſo vaunte 
of.For,who is herhat can haue anyl 
occaſion to deſpaire of the goodef 
Eſtate or of a Citie, fince we ſeebyli 
courſe of hiſtories how vncerta 
both their ruine and preſeruation" 
For, how often haue.we ſeenc ki 
domes & cities fall,cuen in their 
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louriſhing time, by a ſuddaine earth- 
wake, and by great winds ; and other 


re, ome, alogether rotrering, and almoſt 
e 


alfe fallen, maruelouſly holden vp, 


rayſed, and ſer vp againe inthe mid- 


4d: of their ruines ? For, this power of 


d,which men forcſce notzhath cau- 
ed them to hang berweene feare and 


MWope,ncicher was there ever any thing 


o ſure, as that the fall of ir was not to 
defeared, nor any thing ſo ſtaggering, 


Was thatthere was not ſome hope of the 


taying thereof, And this is withour 
Idoubr moſt true, that if our ſalua- 


inion Jay wholy in our owne hands, we 


7 


y 

ded! 
en 
unte 


tad alreadie bene damned, Howbeir, 

dd fighterh for vs againſt our ſclues, 
nd will ſauce vs whether we will or no. 

ow although we were ſure to be rui- 
ded, and ſawe itncuer ſoclearely, that 
would light vpon vs, as in verie deed 
eſecnort ſomuch as one iote there- 
df, is it not apart of the dutic of good 
aildren and good friends, to aſſiſt 
hoſe thar are incurably ficke , euen 
ynto death, and fourd them with faire 
words, whome wee cannot poſlibly 
Keaic? You will perhaps ſay, to you 
Ke not. able to abide the ynbridled 

Sa GG 


122 An exhortationu 

| liberrie, which ſome priuate ment 
ypon them, as the oppreſſion of 
Nice, and the diſorder and confuly 
wherein we line, Whar is it then th 
you would haue ? Would you ſee} 
things as they ſhould be,as ro ſee gu 
men in authoririe, ill men ſuppreſth 
Jawes, and Iuſtice torule and reigns 
Surely, theſc are worthy wiſhes ofyy 
and worthie an honeſt man ; he 
4r, the world is nor gouerned by 
ſhing and woulding. A man may lu 
fully defier good things, bur ler tha 
be as they may, we muſt needes bed 
them, There will be vices yrow in | 
world, ſolong as there are men int 
world, And this is to heale and s 
theſe diſorders whereunto the cal 
mon weale and your durtic cally 
neither muſt you bring with you, 
eyes alone, bur your hands alfa, 
heale your countrey of fo gritial 
wounds, I right well knowe, rhit) 
ſhall nor therein be ablero do asj 
would, neither is the miſchiefe to) 
medled withall, bur you muſt dom 
you canin it, and as the conditignd 
the miſchiefe will ſuffer you,This bi 
Qccupation, our of which we cud 
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notthe marrter, but is geuen vntovs: 
for,a good workman,is oftentimes cn- 

bo to worke in a rotten peece of 
od, and yer for all chat he muſt nor 
geue ir ouer, bur make the beſt he.can 
of ſuch an iIfauoured pecce of wood. 
When Solon was asked whether he had 
pruen ynto the Athenians. the beſt 
nyeghe could, he anſwered no , bur I 
haue geuen them the beſt that they 


by vi areable to abide. And we muſt apply 
remedies according to the ſtrengrh 


&nature of the diſeafed. To be ſhort, 
weare not warranted in our affaires 
[none otherwiſe then with .our coun- 
nu8fels, and hauing done the beſt we can, 


ealWbecauſe it is to be done, weare there- 


diſcharged both before God & men, 
And as for the particular iniuries 
which we receiue therby, where ciwe 
bercerbeſtow our charitic & patience? 
here ſhall we exerciſe thar which we 
arne our of the ſchoole of Chriſt, if 


0 wecannor beare 'rhe iniuries & flan- 


ders of the people with whome wee 
le?yea, when ſhall we hope thar by 
agar patience: wee ſhall appeaſe the 
ba popular furies, bring agayne the re- 
wous pcople into their right wits, 


% 
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124 An exhortation 
diſplace the wicked from their auths, 
ririe,and ſet good men in their roomy 
Ir is moſt cerraine, thar cheſe diſcaſy 
arc ſooner cured by winning of time, 
then by applying of remedies, ity 
far better to entertaine them by wile 
dome, that they empaire not , for ig 
the end, it is Jengch of time rhat muſt 
ripen andheale them, For, the people 
by experience recouer health , and 
en they ſecke after good and ho, 
neſt men, and abhorre thoſe whone 
before they had made much of. They 
are like ynto pale-coulored maydey 
which cate all the worſt things th 
poſlibly they can get, bur they cal 
them by and by vp againe. For, 
ſoone as they are ſtirred and moe 
they vſe for the ſcruing of their rum 


the moſt deſperate and moſt wickaſ .. 


men: bur they are no ſooner quiets 
and in agood moode, and that thisi 
conſiderate boyling heate hath runn 
cuer,they by and by make no acconpt _ . 
of thoſe villaines, bur are the firſtthxF 
will lay hold on them and plague the - 
And therefore is nor the common 
weale greatly bencfired, when as gout 
men preſeruc them ſclues for ſuc 
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dangerous time, and forfake nor, ei- 
ther through anger, or deſpaire, the 
ſhip wherein they ſcethe drunken paſ- 
ſengers for a time rage and ſtorme ? 
I confeſſe in deed, thathe muſt needs 
in ſuch a caſe runne. into a thouſand 
hazards, and ſuffer a thouſand indig- 
niries.Burt whoſoeuer raketh the paine, 
ro him belongeth the merite and re- 
ward: and through trauell, plorie en- 
creaſerhi, Bur eſpecially amongſt ys 
Chriſtians, who make profeſſion ro en- 
dure and abide by it, and haue enrol- 
kdour ſclues vnder a Captaine, rhar 
layeth before our eyes an hard and 
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vsnocrowne, before ſuch rime as we 
hauc ſuſtayned many ſtrange afflic- 


a 


— — 
- 


} rcQtions. He braggeth no whit of his 
= vicories, ne yer of his ſouldiers that 
"WB have followed him, otherwiſe then for 
their patience. By this only verrue 
have they conquered fo many Pro- 
 vinces, Kingdomes, and Empires, and 
were no way glorious, bur by the re» 
ceiling and bearing of injuries. How 
ran we then berter followhim, then 
by hazards, opprobries, and iniuries ? 
G ij 


redious warfare, and affignerth vnte.. 


tions, and innumerable trials and cor- 


126 An exhortatiou 
And in what a more worthie and re 
commendable occaſion can we endure 
allthis, then to ſerue, for the goa 
and preſeruation of our countrey?} 
If loue, which God hath fo hi 

commended ynto vs, may ſo preuaik 
with vs, as to hazard our goods and 
lives for the ſaferie of our neighbour, 
whar ought we todo for ſuch an inny- 
merable number of mcn, and ſucha 
number of cities and prouinces, ynto 
which nature hath conioyned anda 
lyed vs by all one lawe, language,mas 
ners, and ſecret affe&ion, which ſhe 
hath imprinted in vs, from the whidy 
whoſocuer ſeparaterh himſelfe, isa& 
iudged of all the nations of the world im: 
vnworthie to behold the day lightandÞ8 ſet 
tolive and be eſteemed amongſt waſſj fir 
as an ynnaturall and cruell Parricide.ſ yo 
Now, God came not into the world W 
to difſolue and adnihilate this naw-i& to 
rall obligation, but contrarywiſe,morſ m1 
ſurely to ſtrayne and rye the knot yl ba 
this loue, which he hath ſo greath r6-Y.De 
commended vnto vs. Euen ſo we albÞ fri 
ſee, that when we once begin to at] it 
aſunder the bond of the common & i 
fe&ion vnto our countrey , that 

m 


-—4 DB PTC a ws 2 = = Mo my om mm we 


? 


EkELMSSETIaS ESSERERTM9TCErTRS SS T5 SFr 627 


_ fo Monſfeurde L.. 127 
manner not, onely of diſorders , bur 
of moſt abhominable crimes and wic. 
kednefſes ſer un foote; and rhefts, 
murders, rapes, extortions, and ſacri- 
leges, forthwith rule and reigne, Now, 
x is itin the whole world, which a 
man car; more wiſlike, more abhorre, 
kindle his fuzie more, and more ftirre 
and prougke him to ruyne, and cone 
found people * Whar ſhall wee then 
ſay *whileiſt ſo many labour headlong- 
ly to ouerthrow both themſclues and 
their countrey ,, will you, cuen you, I 
ſay, that haue alwayes had charge, 
and whoſe office bindeth you to take 
paines for the common weale, re- 
mayne as it were carcleſly in the de- 
ſert, to ſee, your ſelfe being ſafe, rhe 
fire burne your countrey, and reſerue 
your ſelfe to behold the athes thereof? 
What a grief would it be vito you, noe 
to have brought the ayde which you 
might haue done , or art leaſt nor to 
haue made an afſay & proofe thereof? 


Do you nor dayly ſee, thar after our 


frieds are dead,we ſay eucnwith ſighs, 
if we had done ſuch a thing, ir may 
ve that he had bene aliue? Come 
efore, and contribute with vs 

G ij 


x23 Anexhortation to Obe, 
your wiſedome , and reſolute coun, 
ſels, that we may ſauc thar which 
this world is moſt deare vnto vs. For. 
beare this purpoſe of yours to liue1 
folirarie life, and drawe you vntoyalt 
reſt, een then when wee ſhall all x 
once*hate brought rhe Ship to the 
hauen, &elſe being ouercome with 
thar fo6liſh opinion of ſuch as woul 
willingly caſt away them clues, be 
ſaued with ſome boord of the wradt 
Bur if we periſh therein, dearh, whid 
way ſocuer he may come, ſhall ha 
ſhewed vs no ſmall fauour, in raking 


vs away from the beholding of fols 
Ee a peacle or bghr, 
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'A MEDITATION 
:ypon the Plalmes, of 
Damid his repen- 


Lances 


Lord in thy wrath reprooue me 
pot. 
Pſalme, 6, 


92 2 Ake away(d Lord)the 
SY arme of thy ſeucare 
EN \ and heauy vengeance 
' from me, for ir will 

(Cle drive me. downe 
; => headlong as a violent 
irene into cuerlaſting death and 
condemnation, and conſume mee 
like fier, and the reſt of my bodie 
ſhall be turned into afhes. And what 
eye ſhall be able to abide, bur muſt 
needs periſh with feare, ro behold 
the onely looke of | thine angrie 
face, when as in caſting thine = 


'ppon, vs, thou ſhalk Tpicres 


a1) 


132 A medita.uponthepſaln, 
vcrie bottoms of our hearts, and diſch 
uer the ſecrers of our yncleane cot 
ſciences : For our abhominable finng 
will blowe the be!lowes of thy if 
anger vpon our heads, and thine hote 
burning wrath will all at once caſty 
downe headlohg mto that feareful 
gulte of paines, rorments, and miſe. 
ries. And therefore before ſuch time 
as thy furie doth ariſe againſt me, and 
thar thou with iuſt diſdaine comme 
' to ouerthrow and deſtroy me, I be. 
ſeech thee to. geue eare vnto the 
humble and grieuous groanes which 
my fearefull heart powreth our ynto 
thee. 2% 
2 Mercie therefore 6 Lord, met- 
cie I'craue:; Oh my God, whar wik 
thou do ? Shall thy mightie power and 
ftrengrh make tryall of mine infirm» 
tics ? Thinkeſt thou my God, that] 
come before thee ro wraſtle againſt 
thy mightie power? No, no, O Lord, 
it ts vnto thy clemencie that I runng 
it is ynder her wing thar.I prace of 
ſclte., that ſhe might -arme herſelh 
againft the rigour of the condems 


nation which I moſt iuftlic halle 
delerued. Appeaſe therefore or 
what 
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.: .. of Danids repentance. 153 
whar thy countenance , ' and ſceing 
that 1 haue along while' called vp- 

«a on thy goodnefle , helpe and deliuer 
vt mefrom all choſe evils which do be- 
te i fiege me , for behold Ieade my life in 
nM moſtpirrifull manner , and methin- 
ul kerk char all my bones: are bruſed and 
ſe- W broken. 
mel | 3 Howbeir, it is not my poore bo- | 4 
nl dic onely tharis thus cruelly afflited, 1 
> MW. but my miſerable ſoule alſo doth ſor- {1 
be. rowand gricue, This ſoule of mine,O 
the. Lord,yea even this ſoule of mine,who 
ich W isfully and wholy /purpoſed with her 
nto WF voice to glorifie the author ofher life, 
is caſt downe and become deſolate, 
withour either courage cor ſtrength. 
Andas the fearfu]l Doue hideth her 
ſelfein ſome ſmall hole or'creauie at 
thenoiſeof thunder, euen'ſo my ſoule 
when ſhe beholdeth thine heauie in- 
dignation, ſeekerh the darkeſt and ob- 
ſcureſt places for her retraite.But how. 
long O Lord will thine anger laſt? 

-4 Howbeir,come O my Lord;come, bl 1 

and looke vpon me with thy pirrifull 8 

eyes, with which thou canſt not blot 

outmy finne alone, but all the finnes 
of the world alſo. For,Lfeele my ſoule 
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134 A meaita.vpon the palm, 
ſKicke faſt in a moſt filthic and deepe 
puddle of iniquiric , therein ſhe lieth 
drowned ouer head and eares , and 
trercheth our herhand, O Lord vntg 
thee : alas,pluckher our of ir,O Lord, 
and ſer her againe inro the way of ſab 
uation. Saue her,O Lord,for ſhe cons 
tureth thee therunto, by thine infinite 
goodnefle,and incredible mercy.Trug 
it is, O Lord, that ſhe no whir deſers 
ueth the ſame, neither oughrerhſhe 
ro hope for any helpe at his hand; 
whom ſhe hath ſo cowardly forſaken, 

_ againſt whoſe honour ſhe hath ſo wic 
kedly conſpired : the reward of whoſe 

» finnedeſeruethno fauour,bur hell fir 
and ercernall death. 

| 5 Burwho, O Lord, ſhall fing tl 

il praiſes, and ſound thy name inte 

di infernall pit, and in the bortomlelſ 

depthof dearh ? For it is the houſed 

ſorrow,for there is nothing heardand 
ſeene,burt howling & rorments, whett 
| contrariwiſe,thy praiſe conſiſtethone 
þ ly in ſerring forth of thine infinicme- 

Fol cy,goodnefic and clemencie, . 

hl 6 And beſides , behold on rhe ons 

\|trs fide, how humble repentance makeF 

kN interceſſion for me , and hath ſwors 
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_ of Dama: repentance, 125 
' that hewillnener depart from me vn- 
till ſuch time as ſhe hathreconcted 
mevntothee. And on the other ſide, 
confider how humble praier importu- 
neth thee for me,and hath ſworne alſo 
that ſhe will neuer befrso thine heeles, 
yntill ſuch rime as ſhe hath reconciled 
meyntothee.O my God,thuu haſt of- 
ten times ſeene my teares &heard my 
grones.l daily waſh my face with tears, 
through the remEbrance of my fins, & 
Icauſe my bed roſwimwith the teares 
that trickle down my eyes:whart is that 
OLord,which repentance comandeth 
mezthatI do nor religiouſly obſerue? 
s I caſt downe mine cies, &trremble 
/ with feare, when I behold thy angry 
countenance.I patiently beare the re- 
bukes of mine enemies,& rake in good 
part their reproches , as a iuſt puniſh- 
metfor my finnes,I walke before their 
faces in ſackcloth & aſhes, and with the 
confeſſion of my mouth, kneele ar the 
feereofthine aulrers. I with rods make 
leane my fleſh, which cauſed my foule 
tofin, howbeit mine enemies do bur 
hugh ar my trouble,which place them 
 ſelues round abour me,with mocks to 
derray me. 
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11 runne to offend thee, and yerthat 


136 Ameaita.upon the pſabn, 

8 Burwhen as thou haſt mercieyy- 
on me,[ will ſay vyntorhem, Away from 
me yee children of iniquitic,yce ſhall 
no longer laugh ar my miſerie: The 
Lord hath heard my praier , and ny 
ecares haue appeaſed his anger , and 
behold I now enioy rhe fruire of his 
holy fauour. The light ofhis goodneſſe 
hath ſhined vpon me , and behold the 
ſtormes that came about my head,are 
calmed and daſht in a moment. | ' 

9 With much a dohaue I opened 
my lips to call ypon him for aide, with 
much a do could I ger mine heatrto 
crichim mercy , and Thaue foundhis 
grace to be powred vponme, comfor- 
ring and quickening my Janguithing 
and ſick ſoule , euen as warme water 
refreſheth a poore furbarred rraudlles, 
O incredible clemency ! how ready 0 
Lord art thou ro pardon and forgiue? 


* _ a— DJ?) RD at&t — OY OOO mg” ED TO IRE” C229 Y — 


wilt ſhew me fattour, I haue beſtowed 
all the daies of my life both by ſea and 
by land, ro hunr' after ambition, 
verouſheſſc,and filthie luſt , and whe! 
I hauc beeneouer head arid earcs,atlt 
vtterly vndone in my beaſtly <li 
yethaſtthou in a moment pierc 
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ddliverme: ſo as behold me now tri- 
umphing ouer my ſinne , which moſt 
humbly followed thetrophes of my re. 
pentance,which harh found grace be- 
xe thee, And ſo,the hope,which my 
finnes had as it were ſtrangled, is now 
more lively then cuer ir was before, 
which promiſeth me not onely the 
Empires of the world,that bend them- 
ſelues which way ſocuer the Lord en- 
clitzeth them , bur alſo openeth vnto 
methe higheſt heauens, and affurech 
me after an happy life here in this 
world, to cnioy the heauenly immor- 
taktie: | n———_...—e— , J & , 
10 Wharwill mine enemies then 
do, when as they ſhall ſce me ſtored 
with ſo grear felicitie ? They will then 
ſurely bluſh with ſhame,& their ſoules 
will be greatly troubled ,. and returne 
aliog er confounded and amazed: 
heawhom rhey thought ro be viter= 

ly ouerthrowne, is now ſer in an high- 
er'degree,then euer before he was. 
Alas , they all made a ſcorne at my 
aſhes, they laughed at my faſtings,and 
Whilſt I with abſtinence ſtraue againſt 
ty fleth , the very enemy vnto my 
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nensandrhe clouds to come downeto 
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13 Amedita. vponthe pſalm. | 


oulc, they bathed rhemſclues inthe 
pleaſures of the world: bur loe the 
arme of the Lord is ready to thunder 
&lighren vpon their infoJencie.O my 
God,giue themalong time to acknow 
ledge rhe cxtreame danger wherein 
they are,and rocall vnto thee from on 
high,for the onely remedy of theirdf, 
caſc : andas for my ſelfe,who feele my 
ſoule purge her ſelfe of the filthy mat 
ters which are in and abour her , who 
feele my ſpirit inflamed with the fer 
of thy louc , teach my lips to ſet forth 
thy praifes,lift vp my voice to reſound 
thy mercies,and guide mine affeRions 
fincerely toloue thee,and to eſtablih 
in the knowledge of thy truth , myo 
ueraigne happines & chicfeſt felicitic, 


 Bleſſedare they outs whom, 0, 
Palme. 3r. h, 


Lefſcd are they my God, 

whoſe finnes rhou haſt 

pardoned , and whoſe.int 

quities thou haſt buricdin 

| > the roombe of oblivion 
Alas,whart ſhall become of him, whole 
wuſt puniſhment thou dooſt till cont» 
nie 
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_ of Danias repentance. 139 
nneypon him for his iniquities?Anar- 
mie of euils encompaſſe him, pouerty 
afaulterch him, ficknefſe affli&erhhim, 
famine prefſerhhim,and dearth ir ſelf, 
which he thinkerh ro be the porte of 
this tempeſtuous nauigation ,. is the 
bottomlefſe pic which muſt draw him 


. ynto euerlaſting rormenrs.. 


2 And therefore they arethree or 


| foure rimes blefſed, whom God calleth 


not ynto a reckoning for theirdeedes, 
buris contented to haue them humble 
themſelues before hedog 
their infirmities, & opening vnro him. 
the yery bottom of their harrs, For we 
wuſtby true confeſſion ,. and with a 
fincere conſcience , call ypon him for 
his mercies: and he that will be heard, 
muſt humble himſelfe before him, for - 
as he thar goerh vnto ariuer or pond, 
Putreth downe the mouth of his veſſel] 
totake yp the water:ſo muſt he allo do 
thathumblerh himſelfc before his cre- 
ator, that will draw and taſte of the 
water of this holy ſpring from whence 
runneth the moiſture , which onely 


 purgeth and clenſechjour conſciences, 


3 lhaucſomtimes thought, O my 
God ,tohide my finnes away fro rheeg 


140 Ameadita,upon the p/alm, 
and haue ſaid wichin my ſelfe : hoiy 
ſhall he vnderſtand whar I haue dong 
or not ? And ſo haue my finnes puiri- 
fied within my bones,and as the vicey 
and foule ſores of a ſhamefaſt diſes 
ſed man , who dareth nor ſhew his dif 
eaſe vnto the Surgion, encreaſe and 
waxe worſe , euen to the vtrer ouers 
throw of the body : euen fo hauethe 
finnes which 1 haue hid from thet 
mightily infeed me. | 
4 Burt inthe end,thou haft day an 
night, ſo heauily laid thy hand vpa 
me,and made me taſte of ſuch a nutty 
ber of ſorrs of miſeries, amongſt which 
my foule raketh no reft, being ones 
come with the continuall pricking d 
my conſcience , thar picrceth eueq 
through mine heart, thar I hauege 
knowledged my fault,which 1 preſent 
ly beare vpon mine hand, Behold all 
acknowledge this my God , bur notid 
thine anger, for the dropping teate 
which with much weeping haue # 
moſt put our mine eyes,ought alſopit 
our thy iuſtly hoate burning ire. At 
befides, am notI the worke of thine 
owne hands ? nay,am not rather L. | 
very lively image of thy Deitic ? Ano * 
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of Dauids repentance. 141 
whatis he that is ſo angrie, as thathe 
wilbruſe or breake the worke,which ir 
pleaſed him ſo topoliſh and make per- 
fe&,when as he ſceth it to be fou!e & 
filthy ? In very deed,I muſt needs con- 
felſe , that this image is Jaden with 
filthie matter , bur-is itnot berrer ro 


breake it in peeccs and tread it vnder 
feere? 

. $ Teach methen my God, whar 
ſatixfaftion 1 ſhall make , for I haue 
now laid open vnrto thee all rhe finnes 
which before I had concealed. For,the 
feare wherein I was, when Ihid my 
ſelfe from thee ,” is ar this preſenc 
thatl haue diſcovered my ſelfe vnro 
thee, changed into hope of grace and 
pardon , And now I caſt my ſelfc be- 
tweene thine armes, as into the moſt 
allureddefence Ihaue,cuen with ſuch 
acountenance , as the poore pacient 
that ſheweth his wound to the Barbar, 
looketh wiſhly ypon him, and couragi- 
oullie ſuffereth his ſearching -and 
join by reaſon of the deſire and 
hope at heharh' to be healed. Bur 
that which giuech me a greater hope 
fhealth,is, that che ſinnes wherein I 
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make ir cleane and neate. , thento 
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132: Amedita,upon ree pf 
before tooke pleaſure , make menoy 
abhor ro ſee them,cuen as the meats 
wherewith a man' in health gorpat 
himſelfe , are very lorhſome vnto hi 
ſomack, when he is weake and fickþ, 
And that which made me beforebolf 
and maleparr ,'I am now aſhamed 
when as | conſider the hazard of death 
whereunto-my pride had cxpoſed ny 
poore foule , 1 give my moſt heary 
thankes for theday wherein | was 
lightened to acknowledge my finne.] 
do acknowledge my God, that day 
. be a fingular teſtimonie of rhy gook 
neflſe toward me : graunt then that 
the delighr which I haue rakcntobs 
diſpleaſed with my ſelfe, may likewi 
continue as long with me , as Ihait 
had pleaſure ro dwell in my fins, For 
"Iran rake as grear pleaſtire in myte 
petitance,as I haue taken in ray ſinnk 
-my felicity ſhalbe withour doubt equi 
-with thine angels,8 ſhall ſee meinult 
humiliation of my ſelfe before lj 
-maieſty to aſcend to the higheſtrops 
7 graces be 
6 -Whodoubreth,O Lord,thar the 
wilt not recciue me ynto mercy woot 


Mercy and benignitic no tongue i # 


of Daxid:s repentance. 113 
ble to exprefſe, nor hart cemprehend? 
I did neuer thinke ſo ſoone torerurne 
yntorhec, as thou waſt alwayes ready 
tooffer thy ſelfe vnto me... I did neuer 
ſooner ſay that I would confefſe my 
finne , but that thou diddeſt by and by 
praunt me thy grace.I haue no ſooner 
acknowledged the puniſhment which 
my finnes deferued, bur that thou: haſt 
remitted them, lhaue taken the rods 
intomy hands to ſcourge my fleth', & 
thou haſt plucke them our of my hands. 
Tobeſhorr , I rhought thou wouldeft 


haue proclaimed open warre againſt ... 


tal ne ;' and thou offeredſt -mo-a moſt 


charitable peace and reconcittarion, 
O Lord , how farre readier and more 
willing art thou to forgiue,then ropu- 
{i fiſh > Can a good farther receiue his 
of child more grariouſly; that cryerhhim 
16 wercy , then thou haſt received'me 
JW when-as I haue Inimbled my ſelfe at 


thy feete 2 my hearr alſo leaperhiwih 
loy,and boileth with an holy feruent» 
i fcfſe to praiſe thy name, &reioyceth 
"WF inthe grace that thou haſt ſhewed yn+ 
10 tor, geen _ none _ it wy that 
ll at is paſt, and cryerh out, ſaying; le 
al 61 that haue willed ity iris I that 


She 


£44 Amedita.upon thepſahy, 

haue done it, it is I that haue taky 
pleaſure inir,buryer my Godhathhy 
mercy vpon me, _ 

7 Howcouldhedenie me his me 
cic, ſecing rhar the Sainrs whichan 
the holy men and women liuing, hay 
prayed,do pray, and will contiatahli 
pray for me ? They are they whichbeea 
ſeech his maicſtic for me , and areiſo; 
meane of his grace & fauour toward 
me? Whar can they O Lord craue 
thy hands to greater pu: poſe , anduyr 
taine of thee more eaſily , rhen whe 
they pray for me ? Alas,ir is very meg 
that they ſhou!d crie & call vpon the 
for we, ſecing that rhe impieried 
mine hearr,hath ſo blinded my ſencaliiſer 
by wicked thoughts , as that my ſouliiffe 
cannot any. more lifr vp her ſelfetoſnc 
wards heauen , to ſtretch forch he 
hand vatohim,who alone is bothad 
andwilling to ſaue.And therforewl 
more remainerth , bur chart they whal 
thou vouchſafeſt ro come nearem 
thee by faith and holinefle of life,mi 
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pray for me ynto thee,thar rhou woll 
deſt haue mercy vpon me ? As ford 
ſcltc, who am mine owne capitall & 
mie ,I haye neuer had cyther Skill 


AY 
S# 


40fDanids repentance. + 


"uh rg, pray: Yago bp me eſ- 
&, And-therefor 
mforr my hub} Xs FA bu 


med mine eyes ,thar 1 
ta foule = black Loy bro 
a, and haſt mollified mine hearr, 
t-{ mighc lodge contrition inmy 
And alhough i ic hath nor beene 
neas.it ought tg hauc beene, yer 
euer- came {o o late, bur that thou 
ouchſafedſt rorrecciue. me z as rho 
r Fr wonted todo; thoſe, thar.haue. nar 
nfipped the occafion to repent 
's Forthey that haſten themſclues - 
Linne ; and willingly negle& -rore- 
megwheas they.mighr haue acknow- 
ged cheir fines,” and haue had the 
esro do ir,burhave ratried ynto 
ry endofchcirliues to crie thee 
rey;and make their eyes burſt our 
adeluge ofteares,it is very dan- 
ww bur-rhar rhey; muſt decciue 
emlelucs , and thar tryerepenrance 
rafter enter-into. ſuch bard 
and their weeping and wailing 
d | bur the ſorrowes of deſperare 
tople, and thy mercy to ſhew it ſelfe 
We'vnco ther ouer hate repentance. 
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146 A meadita.opon the pita, 
*-* '9.: Bur as' for me ,Iranne ini 
Tedtinie vito thee , as to- "ly 1h 
| Aol hk ihe hopes and 
1 my. comfort in the rroubleW 
afte;thar manricr hath cnc om p 
*me,, as the feare of 'dearh rakeily 
'on him, whois deſtined vnto ih 
full mm rrees . And thereford 
"feech thy niaicſtic; make me raſls 
'fedle tharpleaſure , which heft 
"that is delitiered and freed'froll 
"bonds or  chaines; ſer at libeni® 
of priſon , and'delitered from th 
_niſhment wherein his enemy nad 
rime held him capriue. And ca 
"riwiſe , that the enemy of ſk 
'ſhaltbluſh with. ſhame \,” when 
"ſhallſee, that I-ſhall ſo deuouthj 
vpon the ayde'of my good 'Godf 
wich the very winke of his eye 
'to, deliter' tie from rhe 'yoluli 
bondage which I had yowee* 
' *daninable voluptuouſneſſe- 5 
"then when TI dranke (the feet! 
: of the delightful pleaſures, wid 
with a deceirfull hand gaue vn 
- Withinthis foule and filthie cupt 
world. _ 
ro Alas, when as I remer 


ahutds repentance.'-. 147 

_ ay ef ſelfc at» 
at ſort ynto me ,.and with' this 

L eye. of: chine., gaueſt me a 
nm . mercie, andſaJuati+ 
Keogh: verely-cliar'l; chen 
Wks, nd ſunne riſing , vpon the 
and fell ſtormes of rhe ſcaz 

y lizle and litele-,, curring 
berweene the clouds, 

þ againe- ,dlcargiand pleaſant 
Eno nnnnnts raging and 

And nie thinketh 

Ts e this ſweete and 
$s ſaying , when: as thou ſaicſt 

me; Feare nor , for bchold my 

abs which ſhall guide thy. foore 

þ a6 wayes : neither ſhall he 

$ eye aboue chee: and thou 

now marche vader. the conduft 
Ch » who. bringeth; pure and 

anc ſoules. into my: kingdome of 
glorie. All ſo ſoone as Lheardtheſe 
wordes ſpoken 5 ;1/ Gxed -mine cygs 
{ wy guide-and leader ; not once 
joking off , no more then a care- 


Whand diligent maiſter of a ſkippe 

ws etl pls eye-afide from the pole, 

© bright, ſhining ſarre,. by which 

derh and Aw the-courlſs 
J 


Amedira,zpon the pk 
ofhis nauigarion.O tny God; 
ſhall Ienioy when as Iiſhall- hay 
ked: in [the wayes/ which th 
taught meyrogom, ever lany: 
fay ft cot Þ 
which leadeth vnto thine holyrak 
nacle'?- 1 was already entred "my 
thick forreſt of the world:, whets 
they cafily loſe themſctues, « , who} 
the enjoying-of the pleaſure 6 
queachic ſhadowie' vlades, de: 
day light which hoult thew th 
way ; 'Forcuenby nat bexied G 
ſight of thenighr bringeth them'tay 
ther , andputretly chem foorths 
pray to thewilde ——— 
them in peecesy and: cruelly: di 
them '. 'And thusWas 1 hindere 
Naied-inthisfabyrinth, wiehour by 
roþÞ- >= cuer-coine out of it: 
had ... thou norpur into my hand 
botrom which 1 muſt needs w 
to bring me out of rhis perilous|i 
fon'; And riowloe, am arlibe de 
ferne my God; who hath ſo d 
me,and co-pteſenr before him vis 
pure and cleane image,and to vown 
to his \goodnefe ſo--man fv 
# herewith he hath pleaſedxo þ 
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of Damridi repentance... 149 
mg ary onely;heard:me 
ng reſt :of /hipcreature», 

187 viieo: the'the vc of: diuine 

& but aſs hathlifred me vp a+ 


ne = t men , into an honourable and 


as cv dine as'there remai- 


thing nrampyfeliciie , burra 
birnecoknow:o and: dfcr eh ax:!1 had 
ſrgor ny ife;he:enJightenedmoby 
Fog and gaue merime and 
dillzobem: 2my finfulllife paſt;/and 
b amend i ir Alſo for the: time ro 


24 br Andeherefore mp good friends, 
tw Lhaite dune: 1, and recouer' his 
wr. in goodrunc ; for he himſclte 
ali-you :vnte the way of ſaluari: 

zand do:not 2s the melanchobke 
a Tn dooth who kic- 
wb that! prickerh him ro go 
ogren's: becauſe he. waneth 


j es And "ES be iba biens 
Winto his mouth! ,; and is iconrinu- 
ly fpurred abouc the flankes . - Af- 


A 


TR forr; The Lord, ar the 
Wmnno /abartic ſenerh you; ins 
x'y yagi. yoo -fubmit awt/ ypuc 
"v9 H ij 


150 Ameditapon thep/alm, 
fcluvs -vnro his will: 5:he-wall paj 
downe vpon'you an' luge heaps 
calamirties, which will make youu 
wretched and miſcrable then miſt 
it ſelfe,  &857,, 15:5 ml 
13. Yee right well ſee how cl 
he the. tarres-ſhine) in+the: heaud 
and the: ſand which roller onthe 
ſhore: thowbear}, there is norfſouy 
ſand-inithe ſea ;'nor ſo many ſtall 
in-the skics'/as "the: obſtinare'h 
endure /plagues and .puniſhme 
Their curſednefc hangeth ouer thi 
their heeles ;--eucn-vntill ſuching 
as'thatrchey are caftdowne head 
dooth rerrifke whom ſocuer rei 
breth. it , and whoſe pleaſancelty 
ſtingplaces, are fullof weeping, 
ing , bowling , and groaning, whe 
thepaine is withour cnd , the doll 
without remedie , and the repe 
rance:without | mercie' : whers dl 
i19:\mmortall, rhe body liueth-butl 
die , and the ſfoutle ; but to full 
where the ſoule feeleth nothing 
her finne;, and the; body: nothing 
his paine, .Butvontrariwiſc;they 
ris C 
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E Davids repent auce;. 1:51; 
verthemſelues vnder the grace and: 
Fes: the;:Lord Iefus , which make; 
ercy their |ſhicld; and buckler, 
in nothing bur/in; his. gratiousy 
ir ff: , tollow his. commaunde-., 
ts and precepts, andarcicalious ; 
hs will, whar fclicitie and happi- 
les chere which they (hal) not at-; 
+ ynto ? Nay 4; what js there in. 
yen neuer ſo good and pretiouss 
that.is not opened vneo them ?, They 
hal all fechecke by cheeke with their 
, and being all encompaſſed with. 
ory hal be filled and heaped vp with; 
_- any bleſſings, ET 
n can no way poſliblic be .able ro; 
we we.the, leaſt part, of them, ſo 
wh - is itchen , as that my babbj 
we cannot, poſſiblie, exprefſe the. 
lerfulnefſe of them, 
6 1 I will therefore reioyce, my, * 
, in;carcfully waiting and. loo- 
gforthe manifold benchis; which: 
urcſerueſt in. heauen ,. to crowne. 
) -rihreous withall.Vnto this cheer- 
Welſc dol inuite al thoſe whom thoy 
haſt fworne in the word of Savior, 
Y * c<Joueſt the law of /his righteouF- 
/:This i is ir, that acrendeth the 
H iy 


or 
oy 
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recompence of your rraucl , Thigh 
it wherein you ſhall be'placed inhy' 
nour 'arid gloric : This'is it , tht 
ſhall change the ſharpe'thornes of the 
world , intothe flouriſhing and beat. 
tifull Lillic of all ecernitie . Oh, the 
ſhall the dropping and painfull ſwex 
ting of your | atfliftions hnde | mol} 
gratious reſt . The golde comineth 
not bur'of the fierie furnace , mot 
pure not brighrer, robe caſt, ro make 
the image of ſome great Prince, and 
afterward to be ſer vp as an ornameit 
in ſomerich cloſet, then theheartef 
him thatJoueth his God', hewilldriy 
tim pure "and cleane out of the i 
ſeries of rhe world, and compaſſc hi 
with brightneſſe and gloric . Whath 
there now inthe world,that 1 ſhalllike 
of? Whar ſhall ſtaic andler me from 
entring intothe houſe of rhe Lord;v 
liveto ſcrue him ?. What day of ay 
life ſhall I ceaſe ro bewaile my finngs, 
which haue fo farre eftranged me 
from his grace > And therefore | 
humblie beſecch thee my God, tore- 
concile theſe rwo contrary paſſions 
in me , repentance and ioye: to the 
ctid ,that as the poore —_— 
ring 
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-of Daria repentance. 15 ” 
&ingin the RR out of his way, 1s 


»be feerb:ithe: dayning of 


ut the day petpe , and yet cannot for- 
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\ the great darkenefſe our of 
which he is but newly gatren , ne yer 
caſt of the feare which he had of ſo 
tedious: 2 night £) Eucn Jo alſo hane 


la continual hotror.of my 11 NH rides 


- yotoart yet:a ſure: — 
$ eying thar eucrlaſtingblef 
nefſe, which rhou haſt purchaſed'f 
vyih the bloud- of thy dearchy be» 
laedfonne Chriſt Iclus:; Lotde, 
\— 1 Ancpina -1sthat , when as 2:mai-; 
ſpare; the life :of his: 
orgs ly. fonne:;'re redeeme:his' 
Saviour , portray 
» 1eenng that orme 
vich chine Fote Cangr 3 be with 
thy bloud;, and- rified by thy. mer- 
tisIdo here off er,my ſelfe awobedi- 
ent ſacrifice vnto thee my* Gadrand: 
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Pſalm. 37. 


Muſt ;OLord , , rexurn 
vnto thee ;/atid b ping 
£ againe ro eallypois by 
\ im to beſcech thee 
70 + thy infetey : For ie { 
neil to merhar thine anger is te 
diedagainſt me. Alas: my God. k 
thou'chaſtiſe mem thine:an i 
make me fecle the vidlenoe febys 
furic;z which myſinneshaue pr 
cheers do? The flame being con 
med by the -firefalleth into AY 
I beingdeuoured: with the heare' 
thinks anger, do ſo vaniſhaway.astt 
rhere' yemainerh not 'o much as'thd 
ſinoaber.) YIrt ry 958! 1:60 
2:2 Dol rent) 9K Godithars on 08 
diſcharged the ſharpeſt arrowes ot 
vengeance againſt me: thou haſttob 
ched me with thine hand , andneul 
rakeſt away the ſame from we .1 fed 
the gnawing and terror of my con 
ence which aſtonith and bruſe med 
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 'of Damias repentance. 155! 
WH air were thunder and lightning: my: 
© miſcrics came vpon me one after an- 
if other, and one miſchicfe. preflerh an- 
i other : warre is no ſooner tiniſhed,bur 
4M rhar che plague affaulceth me , and in 
© checnd, death bereaueth me of rhe 
il deareſt pawnes I haue- in rhis world. 
HE Wherencheri ſhall{ rake comforrmy 
ol God*ſhallic be in. my-ſelfe? +1: -!. 
iff 53: Otitalas;my. good God;thauenes: - 
+ ucran whole member.im mes for my 
vl miſcry is emred eucniinco:the mar 
LE 19w-;:ncither is there, any parrofme 
wi tharreprocherh mc nocwith my:finnes 
Hf add forthe which $ am nor pamed\, I 
I knguich-in-my griefe /, aad-there'is 
LE nonero:comfort nie., mine eyes: ferue 
” me for: Ir Ones _— 
oF Doke vpon:my miſerie; an tte} 
lots ot bores cacknoriedge 
be mjicirſednefſe. 51 43303 4 $0391 
vl 41 looke round: about me ',-and ſo 
df fcceasche eyes of my body atd eyes 
wt &fmy foule can diſcerne-what-is paſt; 
Hf tee nothing cicher aboue me, or be- 
ol me; or yer onany fide. of me, bug 
4 ane which inuironeth me.round a- 
SE lear-, and: mine iniquities which 
wel Pale and ouerthrowe me: They lye 
m9: X19" Om | 
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heaped vpon my head, as a v 
Ra ,and loe how ready. hes by 
throttle and ſtrangleme, + :::, 14% 
5. How ſhall I be cuer able to ref 
them? Whar ſtrength haue I to « 
fend me from them , ſeeing thar:my 
body is ready to fall in peeces?.T 
very:flchinefle of them flowe oneu/ 
ry ide me miy'vicers and ſoresareny 
ſooner cloſed vp, but that they bred 
qur againe:; and if my body be ill;an 
 myſoule be wells ? Muſt nor-ſhe bea 
rogetheraſhamed', and rremble wi 
horror and.feare?:. . | ;ha 
&-Afrer the ſame maner-thata i 
eaſe vndermineth my body,& mak b 
n ftoope ro death ,,& ſorrow vadermls 
nethany ſoule; &bercaverh her of he 
ſtrength,and as great cold congealal 
the bud; rhe render bloſſom, withs 
reth 8&drierh itvp , cuenſo doorhths 
finger of the Lord;which harh rouch 
my 16dule, caſe it to lagu 
be ourof heart. tt 10] 

* - 9 Buralas, my God, what _ 
can I haue,when/as 1 ſee my ſelfe hu 
couered ouer with: wounds _,: and 
partof my body free frompaine 
ouer and belides this my. miſericsth 
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of Dauids repentance, 1 
remembrance of my diffolute - plea- 
eto fares is. ill- before my faces and-re- 
1 proch me'with my finne,8& laugh ar my 
eld vanitic. Then ſay I thus ynto my ſelfe, 
muſt 1 ſcaſon my life with the honie 
of ſo: many delights , and: afterward 
kneade rhem with the gall of ſo bitrer 
anguiſhes > Where now: art thou 6 
thoudeceirfull voluptuouſmefſe, which 
drowneſt my ſoule inthe ſincer licour 
of thy pleaſures + Oh,whart drinke is 
that, that thou leaucſt me Þ + 
: $:Haue nor I, © Lord, endured 
enough? hath noc mine humilitie ſuf< 
wl bciently chaſtized mine arrogancie ? 
eth _— through ford (preſumprion 
El lnncd;dlas,1 haue firhence thar,crepex 
hal yponthe carrh, I have couered mine 
head with aſhes, and with mine arme 
have 1 prevented my payne. I haue 
cut through mine hearr with crying 
out, I-haue drowned 'mine- eyes-in 
fares; and yer thine. anger conctinu= 


9 Is it of ſerpurpoſe, »d Lord, thae 
wi thou haſt not perceiucd my teares.? 
jw irchou I ſay, who with the twinkle 
ff thine eye, rrauerſeſt both heauen 

| Wentch? cucn thoul meane, whoſe 
24 
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158 A medita.vponthe p/alm, 
fight igoeth beyond the depth of:aw: 
harrs. lr is-thouz © Lord, that haſt rea 
euen my very thouphrs, and knowng 
mine intent. Whathaue 1 defircd buy 
thy mercie?Wherin havel truſted buy 
in thy 'goodnes 2 Why hauc I made 
open profeſlion of repenrance, bury: 
condemne my ſelfe ? If my toong hat 
not-.chroughly 'exprefied my mindy/ 
and cauſed my:defier ro be-vnderſtoody 
alas; .6:Lord, 'thou knoweſt what we 
would haue, before we once thinkee 
it. It is enough for vs to lifr'vp Wt 
harts ynto'thee, and thou focthwith 
graunreſt our peritions./ . - + .:1%1 
; 10 Why ſtayct rhou,® Lard,ſfolokf 
before thou geueſt me thatholie cal 
lation which thou haſt promiſedme} 
Tamquire ſpenr, my hart is gone, mp 
ſenſes are troubled,my fireorh fai th 
my ſight waxcth dim, &my ſouleis wo 
theſhore of my lips ready to fly aways 
- 11: ,Albmy friends are now about 
bewailing my dezth, they are qurotall as, 
hope of my healch,cthey:dreame ono war 
thing but of my funerall, ſaying, whe uid 
is now that heJp which he looked fort tent 
come f16 his God ? where is his fab ſe 
which he ſo premiſed ro himſclte an 
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"of Danidrvepentante. 159 
1x#/The flatrerets are gon away from 
mes they thought 10 haue patred my 
pods, they meant rs have prevenred 
—_ houre,' Tam noifonde to the 
hok world,in the cafe that now R5d; 
up3"They whiſper in chinecare, and 


vl r}me a thouſand” rates: They dayly 
| kg he'me in'new acquaintatees; and 
6H dinkeof nothing-but ro' berray me. 
8 Helicchzſay chey ; on his death-bed; 
«El adwill never riſe Pp aline againe'; 
© Whar? do we feare, that'the ſhadowe 
[Nl df hisbones willbirevs? -  »- ” 
wy 14 AndT,as if Thad bm'deafezma 
oY fhavthac Theatd theminorg and asif I 


pf kdbindumb, ſpake'nor one word vn- 


"Fl torliem: for;my patifce was my bucks 
wy kfand my conſtancy my rampare. © * 
15 Andeuery man ſcingmeſppatict, 
wil fad furely this man is dambtfor,when 
yE hes rouched, he Faith fnior-a word: 


wy wklteabideallhcſcindignities, if 


aff be Jud any: feeling of his honor and 
oy cede, or yer 'the Icaſt courage inthe 
mg ward ?And therefore'ir may well be 


a adthache is-very guilcy: for,an inno- 


ao tent man is alwayes bold in his owne 
wi on ee:And yet all this could neucr 


moe © \ 
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16 And why ſo? yerelys; Due 
truſted. in. my God, and; fully af 
wy ſclfe.char. he wouldafliſt me, Foy 
alrbongh.che whole world banded 
gainſt mezand heauen andearth-& 
red myruine and overthrow; yer; 
hebe zine ayder,and defender: th 
fure alwaycsto conquer, For, with 
breath v__ his Pagan ts hee: model | 
things, and in'breathing 
them, he will deſtroy them al i 
pleaſe him: and rhercfore 1 will 
ynder his cloth and luwerie, becaulel 
ſhall be fureto hauethe yiQorie. jj 

'"2.7. 1 haue ſayd ynto; them'may} 
ing, Reigncency army miſerie,a 
although I be never ſo much rormb 
ted and afflited, yet braue not you! 
ſchies vpon- me} for the hand oft 
Lord is able cucn to reach you 1 - 
therefore:truſt not his, pariener 
wuchgzfor ashis feet axc of wooll ft 
his armes alſa-of iron, For, if heli 
lay them vpon-your heads, Free 1 
rent ſoules, he will ſocriſh you tot 
cther,, as that a man wou'd chinke bl 
you hadneuer bene,  _ _ +: 

-48; Ahd I, haue taken ahe x6 
my hand , and imprinted nicht 
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*8f Dauids repentance. I61 7 
on.my ſhoulders,the condemnation 
lane /i haue: appearcd before 


; 
- 
4 - 


thee d Lord withweeping teares, with: 
repentance ' in my mouth, and with a 


a. ſorrowfull hart, and haue fought with 


ſelfe; thac mine enemic muyght not? 


p | uumphouer me. 


19 Þ haue- openly "confeſſed my: 


iff faulc, 1hauc in an happic houre-ſhew-: 
ill ed-foorth 'my fiane,' and I had grear 
fall care'to runne vnro thy-mercy: whilſt 
8 imeand ſcaſon ſerued, 


20 Butthe more 1 humble my ſelfe 


+; Wdeforerhee ro drawe therunning wa» 
| &r ouref this founcaine:of rhy grace 
ail vhicls flowerh from-rhy-goodnes; che 
© Motcmine enemies glurme;anddeale 
il cruelly and burcherlike with. meztheir. 
+8 troupe dayly encreaſeth, and. ioyne 
JN them ſclues 'rogercher on cuery: fide, 


neverforeſecing the tempeſt chac will 
&them- in''.a. thouſand: peeces; 


1 Y »'through their pride; blow the 
ol te blirning 'coles of chine ice, they 
24 


itethy power, whiclr they will too: 


elf loone make rryall of, co their grear 


, To be ſhorr, in ſerting 


$i oddly their braſen faces a- 
E: 


heavenand carth, they wallow 


162: A medita, vpou the _. : 

and welrer themſelues/ih:rheir filehis 
pleaſures, and blot our as wuch avi, 
them lye the mark of the deitiezwhig 
thou haſt ſealed in their faules,8 clol 
vp their eyes againſt the hope of fah +. 
tiowhich ſhineth brightly in'thy ward 
21 I ccaſcnot, © Lord, to admonih 
them jof ir bur they: repay me: ili 
gacd, and laugh atthar which L by. 
goud-example do, topleaſe;thee, They 
wallce at the :corners of rhe fireay 
fladcrouſly ro accuſe me,& burdenme 
with a thouſand villanies : I confeſſed 
Lord thar hecereby Loſe my paricnce, 
- 2: Bur 1 beſcech thee, © Lord, 
ftrengrhen my weaknes,andin noi 
forſake me; for elſc I ſhallſtumbleay 
ong child at the firſt headlong break 
neck which ſhall offer ir ſclfe ynro. 6 
Increaſe in me© Lord ſtrength & coll 
rage,cquall varo mineaffliftic, &hi Nl 

=_ ynderihy wing, geving.me alwaj 
thar coſtancy &firmnc e which {a 
haue need of forthat ——_ nei 
more norlefle, then a louing mathe: 
doth, when as ſhe geuerth the reat\ | 
her ſucking child, ſoſoone as ſhe pe 
cciucthiit beginneth:to cry. 
'23 Nouriſh me therfore,0 Lorda 
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xof Dania's repentance... x6 = 

themilke 'of thy holy:loue, ro rheend” 

thavl beidg ſome-whar able-ro ſtand, 

&nightwalke the trace ofthy 

at] may come vnro ſaluarion,: 

the hope wherof ſhinerh in-thy promi- 

ſs; fo-as if my fin ſhall go abourro cur 

off in the way, Iway vncloſe mine 

er ſharthemagaine, vnrill 

achtime as Ihaue drowned 8& ſwallo- 
wedibem P in-my teares. / 
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— Haxe mercy 018 180 0 Lord, 


wry nos "Palme, go, 071 
«ri6d1 2011; bs. FAN'S ta Io VIS ict 
T AuLpRiv ents; 8 iGo} 
'according to" the'gfeitneſſe 

' of. thy'-clemencie;, arid in 

15% 'the mulcitude"of thy mercy - 
»me'the puniftnictit which' 
Auftly #eferued?' For; if rhow 
Ks wes faſtings, warchings, 
us ad'prayers',. ' make ſarisfac- 
© tion for' iy 6 nfe:: 'Alas','d Eorde, 
Fog would*thar' be'? Mine offence © 
th\ heaven and earth,” and: 
{urpaſſed, as farre- as it can; 


effe of uh whole wolld, 


164 4 medita. por the p/alm.. 
Whocanthen bring ir to paſſe; fordyil 
vtrerly blotting of ir .out's. faue ;qnh 
thine holy mercy,which'is foruchyllÞ 
greater,by how much thy rightcouſnaf: 
excedeth ours:Ir.is thy mercy,o Lon 
that -enuironeth the vniuecſall wad 
andwhich vpholdeth allthe taggerig 
corners thereof that are readie to-lal 
vponnurheads,:to buric in the ruin 
of it with vs, the remembrance of ow” 
finnes, to turne away thine eyes from 
our ynthankfull diſloyall , vnmer& 
full, and ſtiffenecked race: and, gens 
ration, which diſauowerh thee herbs 
ing, creation,- and: conferuation, Laff 
this mercifull goodnes of thine thee 
fore, Lord, which ſhineth, in thy dl 
te: aboue [all thereſt of thy vera 
ſpread it ſelfe now quer me, not'thinki}* 
and ſparingly,but flowingly and bouſW% 
ufully, And as thou diddet; oocenlif 
the; waters querfigwe abe tops -ofali 

- lyeſt mounaines5 ro extinguiſh-anlſ" 
ſwallow vp-the wicked, ſo alſo-:milkeif 
thou a: brooke of .-mercy,.0 Lord; wil ® 

 diſgorge and poure irſe}fe forth vpall 
megnotto drowne, © Lord,but tows 
and cleanſe me... Þ.; .:._/.., ...i ns 
.'.-Howbeir, thou wrt flor concen 


, 
oh 


:8f Danids repentavice. 'I'65 


wpurge me foronce, neither doeſt 


ah thou fay vnco me,cthar thou haftrege- 


nerate > andiwaſhed' me mM the bloud Lc 


nalll ofthovndefiled & innocent:lamb, for 
i howpure and cleane ſveucr thouonce 
x08 hat made: me, thou ſhale now fnde 


meas foule and/filcthie. For, I amnow 


all fallen into fo deepe ahithic ſinke, and 


ine (miſo bemired and beſmeared; as thir 
 olſ}-thou wouldeſt neuer know me; by rea- 


forthat Iamſodisfiguted. Forl fome- 


{tives queſtion winks my ſelfe, and aske 


yſelte; whether Theheorno whome 


i hy hands creared, but mine hearr is 
allo confounded and aſhamed, as that 


ev{irdareth nor gete me ary anfwere. 
i f'Oay God; thou createtUſt merof the 


| F 'clay ard ſlime: of the earth, and oe, 


ah} dLotd, Lam cuen the very ſelfe aid 


8 fave that I was, before thou'diddeſt 


putzhy hand vnro me. I hatic quite 


F: i and cleane marred wy ſhape & coun- 
u*nance , by cloathiing my ſdfe with 


elf oy and dire; Butiwhy docft thotmbe 


» 


and ſhortned 3.18 thy will in*doing 


4, ord, reforme' me anew ? 1s thine 


ct Almightie, thou arc-alroge- 


% - 


ak " to thy creature, abate? Alas, 


an 10d,nhy hen nal chow 


r66 4 ads <pon the | 
baſte?-O Lord my Gad,theme o 

thine.own hand ſerrerh i ir-ſcife avant ; 
thee;and rakerh pleaſure in disfigurinl 4 
.and deforming of irſelfe: bu ſerth 'F 
.S Lord,thy ſe c againſt thy. workmayl 
ſhip,and make it glorious 8& perfetalll + 
delbire of it ſelfe. Burl, 6 Lord,willwlf 
'more perucrſely deale againſt heel: 
.take me, & hold me, &rurne me whidlf 
_way ar weenyr -m—_—_ i þ 
. make new this lump ofg wal .t 
.for iris ye apc ollow thy will: lie 


.wheE thou © pot oe chroughlyha- 
renued it, dp not then I beſeechith ba 1 
forſake ir,butpur abridleinthen | j 


 therafzrothe end that by abſtine 
- may keepe i els 6 ſurferring my 
_ pricksth ir forward OE ball 
{maybe a chaftelifc, keepe inagpik 
r, ynchaſte. ang hote burail « by 
& that by humilitje, ir mayial 
the pride, which, biting envic lin e þ 
yr her, ra pirifull charicie,l 
Ml For hatred, andgr dp 
: one rom are Fhar a godly.cal 
ſerue & honor thee,may corinualy 
ſpur rothe flanks of her flothfulnd 
_ andfilthic negligence. . | 


. 3 ,ForLhaue alceady,d = 


F of Damidt repentance. 167 
-_ver-grear a triall of his rroupe of fins 
w#hich-enuiron:me; fo as they-will in 
tuch ſorc pull downe and tearein 
ol <csthy-workmanthipzas that hou 
fl ſhalt come, 'thou thale finde no 
: jt there burthe ſhreds thereof, ſhmered 

ul &broken all co ficrers. L haue had ex- 
nl pericce enough of them, and theſe are 
uc © thar/haue brought. me into-thar 


AY -eftar elwherein.now L am, and neuer- 


G ou lef » ſecyerarthe rayle -ofcheſe; a 

anyplaced about-me,which caſt in 
-mpreeth the ſpels Scblemiſhes where- 
bo ich they them-ſclues- haue defiled 
ol (me, and make me culpable of the in- 
, a uries which thE-ſelues: hate done vn> . 
tome:For thus they fay, It is thou thac 
a ſt Fnnedz and it chow that art. ſo 

' andfilthy. 


; ” 44 leistruc in WE deed than I hav 


' fnned, & my God,] ay open vntothee 
Y borer botrom of my hart, thoukno- 
nn 7 whole life 1 haue finnedinthe 
ys ' h afhecuen & carth& all theworld 
anibeare witnes of mine iniquities. 
urifThad nor finned, vnto whome 
ouldeſt thou haue been mercifull > 
wouldeſt thou haue diſcharged 
Wn of che: promiſes of. grace, 


# | "if 
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which thou; haddeſt ſo long agoe ani 
-nouncedby thy Prophets? And whalif, 
-as thou ſhalt come to fic ypon the if 
:cernallThrone of thy-Iuſtice, who; ry 
:he that would nor be afcard of tha. 
.yea:although we were cuen all right” 
- ous. > Howbeir,, ro the end that thi” 
,greatnes, might be knowne, we. mull 
: when we.ſhall be aſſigned a day, 
- come before thee, humbly fall dom; 
:ypan our faces before thy maiclio” 
:and cry out and- ſay: Moſt merci 
- Lord, we will not ſtand'in defencehs i 
. fore thee; becauſe our fault is mani. 
feſtly knowne: bur loe, our grace adi; 
- pardon'.is. in; thy hand, for thou jþ 
: ſelfhaſt graunred it vs, behold a tokah, 
of-thine owne /bloud ſcaled in "alli, 
image,which, for our.redennptionw 
imprinted 'in the weakenetle of ol 
flcth. I r 
5. Doeſt thourhy ſelfe,my Godali.; 
| rend and looke,that when I ſhall comet; 
' before tlice, that I wil make a ramp, 


. of mine innocency, and that 1 am 
voyd of vnderſtandingy as that I wail 
 iuſtific my:ſelfe in thy preſence ? A; 
[&Lord, I rightiwell know ; char wi 
. not yet bornez and; that I was/allof 


H 


Land ? 
W” | 
W 
<* 
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king bur finne, my mother likewiſe 


xt co be. delinered: of a childes 


Wt vas brought abed of fine: Bur 


MS had beene a great dcale berter. for 


'Þ x 
x 


[ ' 
ed 
$ 


wW 


4 
p 
: 


c al 


e 


A er, thar ſhe had beene delivered 


fore; her time of ſuch monſtrous 
tte , which ſhamerh the tree thar 
reir, and the carrh, that nurſedir, 
heaven thar ripenedir;I wag mers 
d of fnne wirhin my tmocherswomb, 

I{ackr her _ » andibehold, - is 
;growne vp with me, as that itſha« 
weth my head, and blindeth mine 


6 Bur when 1 ſee the eyes of my 
die fo ſeeded vp with-finne that is 
burme, Ithen open the eyes of my 


"Y ule, and begin roſeeafarrevffithe 
c lſnes of thine infallible rrurth, and 


We |! 


$1} 


dwledge thy maruellous: ſecret 
edome, which thou haſt manife- 
gynto me : And rhen my ſoule for- 
ing the impuritie of my bodie, lif- 
Wherlelfe: yp vnto hcaucn, and 
metrthrongh rheaincrediblebright- 


"_ tle thereof and caſting her eye 
P bon che bois of: erernitie, ſhee 


krein readerh the' draught of rhe 


unalſe< -coucnant 'which thou arr to 


i 
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make-with mets: and then return 
int6her miſerable body, the fillethh 
felfe with hope and1oy, andpromily 
vato/ her ſelfe- aflured viRorie ai 
ber fanne, - 
: 1,7 For, ſhe hath learned in heang 
that thou wilr take. into thine hy 
the Sprinkle of ſweer ſmelling hyſq 
andſprinkle ypon me cleanc /andjlnt 
rihed water; Thou ſhalt waſh mg 
I ſhall become: whiter then ſnow 
and none ſhall ſec ypon me nonatiiii 
much as the very trace and ſteps 
finne, But, © Lord, whart lees ſhalluhn 
be that ſhallbe made of the aſhein 
my ſinnes conſumed with the fs 
thy. Joue, withrhe warer. of the rea 
which my repenrance ſhall diſtilln 
mine heart,-and inthe Sunne ob 
grace,wipe away our teares, and 

2 ſpirituall reioycing ro. growe ih 
and in the end, make vs- white 1 
che puritie and brightnefſe of rig 
euſncilc ; that we. may one day liſte 
farre more excellcrly chen che {range 
of rhe firmamenr. | : [ſp 
8 Andthen ſhall we heare nomgymnt 
bur the pleaſant ſound of the Trajytn 
pet of ſaluation, which ſball dan 


- 
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iflenr grace and mercic ynto: all thoſe 
her will recciue the ſame. Then 
ilehall we ſee the rotten and cone 
' olffumed bones riſe againe, and take 
Mheyr fleſhie bodic vppon them, co 
afpartake that vniucrſall ioye, where» 
fato thou haſt called the whole 


618-9: Now, ro the end I might then 
vaappeare ſo honorably apparclled be- 
noneWore thee, as ſuch an honorable mag- 
tibicence is worthie of, I beſeech thee 
ps Wy God, ro caſt downe all my finnes 
F ler-thy feere, and burie them all 


hea the middeſt & centre of the carth, 
eta no- eye may be able to pierce 
igh to ſee them :; and ſeperate me 

beter from mine iniquiue, which 

Fthis preſent I repudiate, and do 

are at irreconciliable diuorce be- 


ene me and thery. | 
£10 Thou ſeeſt heere my Soule, 
ar an offer I make vnro thee, and 
derctore make rhy ſelfe pure and 
meate, renue in mine heart a newe 
: Wie, which will conceive nothing 
Wt holinciſe and righreouſneiſe. O 
wed my God, eſtabliſh therein an 
| for thine holie ſpirit , ro the 

| I y 
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end, Incuer hereafter, ether thinks 
breathe, or yreer foorth any: thing 
bur the prayſcs of thee my Ged:a 
Jerthy will be alwayes princed in.yy 
minde, and thy glorie, writcen vppe 
my .lips. | | ; Þ/ 
- 11 When thou haſt thus clothe 
and furniſhed me wirh pietie andi 
tegritics 1 fhdllibe: chen verie afſur 
that nothing ſhall keepe me from 1 
preſence: and then, as the Eagle 
curally looketh full vpon the Sunne 
cuen ſo will 1 fixe my fight andgs 
vppon thine cuerlaſting face, and{ 
thereby I ſhall ſee in thy wonderkil 
countenance, all the perfeQios wiid 
I ar this preſent am: no way able 
conceyue: neyther ſhall thine hol 
ſpirit euer dwell out of mine hare; 
It ishe that vnder the wing of az 
Jous loue, ſball carrie me cuen int 
thine armes, to aſſociate me vntoUl 
heauenly ioy. Z =. 
12 Make me therefore rightly 
taſte the ſwecte pleaſures of chis wi 
mortall life : Save-me ſpeedely fi 
the rocks of this world , which on'*g 
ucrie fide threaten my ſoule wi 
wracke: And as the Marriner vn 


"©; 
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inks. ke'ts come to the hauen , crowneth 
ing che maſte ofhis Ship with floures, in 
a8 ken that he is in ſafctie, euen ſo, 
nm 0-Lord; croane thou me with the 
pretious gifts of thine holie Spirit, as 
Wpavnes of thy cuerlaſting bleſſedneffe 
df which thou haſt promiſed me : Wich 
whe pifts (1 ſay) of char Spirir of chine 
(M which reignech amongſt thy faithful}, 
which diſtriburcih faith ynto thine 
ele loue, vnro thy beſt beloued, and 
meW hope vymothoſe whome thou haſt pre- 
5a definare ro euerlaſting hfe, 
Wn 13 Now,all the while that my ſoule 
(Ereſterh rhus baniſhed, looking Qill to 
hid be'called home agayne: vnro thee, [ 
bleuinill ceach che wicked ro walke in the 
 holeflway char may beſt pleaſe rhee, and ſet 
| foflthem alſo in ir, for feare they hurt nor 
Hthem-ſclues in rhe darkeneffes of this 
inWvorld, againſt che ſtumbling blocks 
otifflnkich rhey may ſuddainely light vp- 
"pon; lying before-rhem. And fo, they 
mnul-belecue :me, and returne vnto 
is inFtvec, 0 Father of lights, and with all 
their hearts embrace thy faich, and 
Walke inthine obedience. 
my 14 I know, O'Lord, that there will 
whelgoefome ſuch found, as will Rop their 
yt" I'm © 
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eares at my words, and will obſtinah 
continue in their ſinnes, coniu 
death, and defile their barbarous ay 
cltic with my bloud. O my God, dd 
ucr meour of their hands, andreſe 
me to declare thy righreouſnes, a 
to pronounce their condemnation 
I will forercll them their miſerics, a 
they ſhall feele them, and I thalln 
ſooner hold my peace, bur thatt 
hand ſhall be yppon them, and th 
hand ſhall no ſooner haue ftricka 
them, bur that they ſhall be brokenn 
firrers, and be vtterly deſtroyed, :: 
15 And rhen thou ſhalr openy 
lips, and my mourh ſhall ſer forrhih 
yiRorie : for, the ayre ſhall be (till, t® 
winds ſhall be.calme , and rhe tlou* 
ſhall be quier, to hearken vnro myi8 
ſounding yoyce, which ſhall fingonp* 
the wonders of the eternall God, Fay 
thy prayſe, © Lord, ſhall be the fac 
fice that I will alwayes offer vp mnt 
thee , and which thou alſo wilt ed 
haue good liking of, .-W* 
16 1 would gladly hauc embmd® 
their Aulters withthe bloud of a grealy® 
number of catrell, Iwould gladly ba” 
cut the throats of a thouſand ond 
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; 6 2nd of a thouſand lambs to hane done 


Bf thee honor, bur :bloud ſtinketh in thy 
noſtrels, neither rakeſt rhon pleaſure 


" in the ficſh of beaſts.: The ſmoke of 
il ſuch offerings the winds carric away, 


"ſoa they. ncuer aſcend ynto thee: 


But the yoyce onely of a iuſt man 


abuue che hcauens., and the 
| go preſcnt the ſame before 


inlll = O what an eqaipeath ſacrifice 
- 1 Wbefore thee, is a broken. and. contrite 
FW [and an humble hearr thar ac- 
- Flaooledgeth his finne, chou wilt ne- 


ver reieRt : for if irwill come vp vn+ 
| pee: it muſt firſt come downe, 

1 {and-if it will rouch the heaven , ic 
__ crawle ypponithe: ground, 
will hate rhec :to/heare it, ir 

ut Hiſ be filent; and; jf it will be 

ned in thy kingdome, ic muſt 
Ribe beaten and fcourged: in the 
ard, Theſe are the Sacrifices,' Q 

I Wherewith wee: muſt be, xe- 
viciled ypro -rhee ,, and enter into 
puenant/as thou haſt ſet ir downe 
mu Ys, ; 


I ;uj 
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- 18 Burif irbethypleaſure,d I 
that we ſhall offer bulls and bullo 
ynto. thee, and perfume thine: Auf; 
ters -with the bloud of beaſts, if tha 
wilt that we by the death of an inns 
cent burnt offcring , ſhould repy 
ſent ynto thee, the death and int 
cencie of him, whome thou haſt deſi 
ned.ro redeeme our ſoules : If the 
gure of that which ſhould come in 
perſon of the ynſpotted lambe day 
pleaſe thee bythe killing of Weathen 
and Sheepe, looke then with pitiey 
pon thy poore people, comfort thi 
deſolare Syen,and encourage herpo 
enhabicants; ro the .cnd: rhey may 
vp againe-the walls of rhine holieC 
ie, and reedifie thy Temple, notes 
cording ro that <quall proporra 
-O Lord, which thou deſerueſt, 


+ >: *mccording to the wealth and indi 


© Kriethar the poore world can polll 


1h 


- x9 Thither: ſba}l come fromii 
parts thy fairhfull in grear mulritid 

£0- offer yp' facrifice- vnto' thee,”'# 
there, ſhall che expiation and purgi 
of their ſinnes be rs it 
thee. But it ſhall neirher be het c 
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of beaſts , thar ſhall waſh away their 
locklf fpors: for, the cleanſing of their diſ- 
AE obedience, and: preuarication , was 
ared from All erernitie, This is. 
In06F anineſtimable ſacrifice, a burnroffe- 
ting without ſpor, which ſhall drawe 
away the curtayne, diſperſe and de- 
ne troy the darkenefſes , breake downe 
thewall or hedge, that we may ſee the 
with of our faluarion, face to face, 
; Cul make the beames of his divine mer- 
"_l cie ſhine vpon vs, and reaffociate vs. 
mo the communion of that cuerla- 
ſling blifſe, which we willingly haue 
renounced. O moſt mercifull God 
ay ll which haſt vnſceled the eyes of mine 
ul nderftanding to fee the miſterie-0Þ- 
US ny faluation , make me, O Lord, to 
me taſte the excellent fruice, which flou« 
, ul riſhing vppon the tree of the Crofſeg 
© fall with the juice thereof, quicket 
wil and geue life vnto our dead ſoules, 
"FB preſcrue and warrant vs for ever,from 
hu that ruinc and calamitie which hath 
© miſerably . brought rogerher the 
' ance of mankinde, and ouerflowed 
{&mthrough their, diſobedience. 


Ix 


in 
Br 
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Lord heare my Prayer. 
Pſalme. 102, F 
Pr Have © Lord, cryed milf 
called vppon thee ala 
time for thy mercie, a 
do ycrt looke forayd a 
help from thee. The ant 
is filled with my cryes : The wink 
haue carried the voyce of my dk 
and priefe euen vnro the verermot 
parts of the world, and thine 
which hearcth and . vnderſtande 
whatſocuer is done in the bortomle 
pir of hell, doth not yet heare and 
derſtand my prayer, which reachet 
and beaterh rhe very heauens. 
thou therefore be deafe only yntome! 
and ſhall all rhe world heare me fi 
thy ſelfe alone ? No, no,my God, thay 
haſt ouer-long ſtretched out thine 
armes, now to reiect mee when al 
come vnto thee for refuge. W 
z' And now that] feele a thouſanl 
and a thouſand ſorrowes, and thatmb 
ſeries aſſayle me on cuery fide, 6 
not turne thy backe ypon me, 0 
Alas, haue I ſerled my whole pow 
and ſtrength ypon the ſweet counts 
nance 
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nance of thy face ? Haue 1 diuorced 
my ſelfe from the world;to the end 1 
-Þ wicht drawe-neere 'vnto' thee? and 
| = I forſaken' rhe children of rhe 
wil vorld; that I might ioyne myſelf vnrs 
i the maſter of the heauens, and wouE 
:d al deft thou now forſake me? O Lord, 
wil dale not ſo with me, bur aſſiſt mine 

nz infirmitic all the dayes of my life. 
+3 Let my voyce no-ſooner cry and 
af callynto chee my God, bur that I may 
K a foone feele rhee: and let thy grace 
{<8 deſcend as ſpeegely. vppon me, as ati 
ef Bagle haſterh her ſeIfe to ayd her yong 
If ons,For,if thou aſſiſt me nor,what ma- 
ter of bghe ſhall I be able to makeai 
gainſt the enemies of my ſoule + / © 
- 4 My ſtrength and life would dayly 
yaniſh away, as the light ſmoke doth iti 
thing in the ayre: for the eye which 
kerh it goc our ofthe fire, ſceth it alſo 
forthwith conſumed,and ina moment 
- accompanied borh with his originall, 
and his end : and if any ſhould aske 
pf What is become of it, theres fiot one 
that can ſo much as telb:where- rhe 
tace only of it'is tobe found: 'He rhat 
lah" ſcene , the loppings/ of wood 
Wther in the ſunne, and Jooſe theis 
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rength and.yerdure, hach alſo ſeew 
my poore ;hones, became both dn; 
and conſumed meete for none oth 
thing bux forthe grave. The graueye 
ſurely the-graue, which is the happig 
Thing that can betide me. if ſo beh 
ſmal 


a pit may be able ro ſtay the yis 
lent courſe of mine extreame miley, 
5 Who ſocuer he be that hath ſcene 
prafſe cur downe,and ranned withjhe 
$unne inthe field, and Joſe theca 
lor, and'wither,: and looke mn m 
gaſtly and deadly face,he would think 
that I were able to make death afean 
Mine hart is parched within mine @ 
tralles, and iny blouddrierh vp withi 
my vaincs, for, ] remember not topit 
bread ico my mouth, and.do ſtil for 
geti49 cate my meales. i 
;' 6 ,My-mourh ſerueth me fornones 
ther purpoſe, bur ro cry our & Jamenh 
and the ordinary voice of my griefe 
fo ſtrong, as that it draweth afcerit, 
the rſt of my ſtrength, Now. if ſolt 
that my body, being fo exrenaimches 
ofheaujnefle.conſume it ſelfe byJink 
and little ,- and -my - bones: horibj 
Aticke through my $kinne, what c 


bauc I xo take care for the - 
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ning of this miſerable body of mine, 
which is: the matrer and ſubſtance 
of all my miſcries >? Wherefore ſhould 
Lbe watcbfull for the 'conſeruing of 
this life-of mine , which wreſtleth a- 
gainſt fo many. enemies , and is caſt 
downe with ſo many atfliQions? Were 
it normuch berter for me, in endin 
my life,to make alſo therewith an as 
ofall miſeries ? 

5 Is the Pelicanmorc full of greefe 
then I, who l:uing in the moſt ſolitary 
deſerts of Egipr, rormenreth her ſclfe 
forthe killing of her yong ones , and 
waſheth chem in her owne bloud, to. 
reſtore them to life, which ſhe hadta+ 
ken from chem ? Is her ſorrow greater 
than mine ? Hathnor my finne procu- 
redthe dearth of the child , whomel 
more dearly loucd then my ſelfe? And 
now that I haue dried vp all my teargss; 
thebloud will guſh our of mine <yes, 
forfeare 1 ſhould be voide of teares in 
lolamenrable and curſed a caſe , Bue 
the Pelican hath redeemed with her 
own bloud,the price ofher yongones, 
andI moſt miſerable wretchrhar 1 am, 
ball be depriued for eucr of the child 
which Iſo tenderly loucd, And 1 wilt 


182 Amedita, vpon the pſalm, 
o abandon both the day and ths 
light , and confine and I:mir my ſelfe 
within the moſt darke places that] 
can finde our , cuen as a ſhritch owle 
dooth , rhat commeth nor our of hi 
holc,allrhe while ir is day light. 

$ I am continually a. waking, 
ſtill dreaming of my miſerie, and ſee 
king to hide my ſelfe before ſuch rime 
as the infeliciric which runneth vpon 
me;zenforceth me And being altoge- 


ther mared and our of hearr, I ſeek: Þ 


after ſome corner to hide my ſclfein, 
euecn asthe wilde ſparrow that flieth 
vurt of the raine and winde,ſecketh a 
rer ſome couert or ſunne ſhine place 
ro bathe and drie her ſelfe in, 

9 Mine cnemics ſecing me inthis 
caſe-, and with ſuch a countenance 
ſtand mocking of me therewith , and 
caſt my miſerie in my teeth : and they 
which were wont ro make a great ac 
compr of me , inſtead of ſorrowing 
with mein mine afflitis,hauc cont 
red againſt me. What reckoning then 
ſhould any man make of the wealrhof 
this world, and if be were able toget 
as greatrichefſe and as many friend 
as were poſlible , andthen w—_ 

1 
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kiends ſo traiterous and fo double, as 
wmake little or no accompr of brea- 
kingtheic faich and promiſe? | 
:20 And ſurely my ſtrength is de<- 
tayedthe flower & beaury of my well 
coloured and ſmooth ruddy checkes,is 
quite & cleane gone, for I haue ſowne 
my bread vpon the aſhes, and moiſted 
my drinke with my teares. -And ſhall 
forall rhis become a laughing ſtock 
vatothis infidelous generation ? 

11 Ir is very true,thart 1 haue bene 
met withall before thy face,in the day 
ofthy wrath : thou haſt Jaid againe vp - 
onme,the arme of thy vengeance,and 
am become therewith fruthedin pee» 
cs . Men hauc had me in great cſti- 
mation and honour, and loc howl am 
now dreſt and dealt withall . O vaine 
preſumprion,vynto what ſteepe break- 
neck haſt thou lifced me vp , co make 
meleape ſucha leape? Alas, whar did 
I inde in my ſelfe , why 1 ſhould con- 
eclue in minc heart ſuch an opinion of 
my ſclfe? 

12 As we ſee the ſhadow ofthe body 
by litcle and little decreaſe , when as 
the ſunne is riſen aboue the ſame, 
ad reduceth it , as it were vato- 
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a ſmall point , cuen ſo all ſo ſoone) 
Lord, as thine anger is vpon me, my 
life-my goods, and my greatnefle ig 
by little and little diſperſed, and come 
ronorhing, in ſuch ſort, as rhar loe] 
amlike ynto the grafſe thar is redded 
abroade withour grace and colour, 
which men cock vp to giue vnrothe 
cattle to feed on, and like vnto a great 
many goodly ſwecte ſmelling flowers, 
bound vp in a bottle amongſt a ſortof 
ehiltles. | 
13 Bur dolfor all this loſe my hope) 
No,no,my God: for thy power is inf 
nizc,and laſterh for cuer,and rhy mers 
cic immeaſurable, which will ſpredit 
ſelfe ouer all ſuch as ſhall cruſt in thee, 
One age ſhall paſle after another, but 
the remembrance of thy goodnefle 
ſhall neucr haue end : one generario 
ſhall ſuccecd anorther,bar it ſhall beak 
waies for the ſctting forth of thy praiſe 
and good dealing. 
© 14 Thouwilrone day, my God, # 
waken, to haue mercic vpon Swn, for 
the time of mercie draweth neart. 
And lee, Iſec it cuen arhand . The 
flouds and riuers powre not our 
much clearc water unto the deepe ſe; 
a 
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of Danids repentance. 8 
as thy goodnefle will fpred abroad thy 
fauour and grace vpon the face of this 
earth. Open your hearts, yee people, 
open your hearts, I ſay,for the liberall 
hand of my God , will fill chem with 
an holy zeale , -which will make thee 
farre purer and cleaner then the gold 
ia the fining por, 

115 Nowthe houſe of $:0n,O Lord, 
k the refuge which all thy ſeruancs 
boke for, it is ir whichrthey ſo greatly 


loue, and which they fo earneſtly de- 


fre ;zit is it where they looke to finde 
mercy ; iris rheremple,Q Lord,which 
thou wilt deſtroy in three daies, and 
raiſe ir vp againe inother three,thar ir 
my berthe houſe of cuerlaſting life, 
the ſear' of ſaluation, the treaſure of 
grace,and temple of crernitie. 

-236 Then ſhall all che nations , my 
God, be afraide , andall the kings of 
theearth tremble ar the brighrnefle of 
OY Whar corner of the world 
ſhall be ſo ſecrer,, where the noiſe of 
tiy-blefſedcomming- ſhall nor ſound 
and btheard ? where ſhall that people 
be ſofarre from the ſunne,ſo con fined 
andlimitted in darknefſe, as will not 
mlecle their eyes to behold the cleare 


186 A medita.vpon the pſaby, 
burning brightneſſe of ſaluation,which 
will ſhinc_vpon them ? Yea heauenir 
ſelfe ſhall encreaſe his flames, rogiue 
light;ynro this thine entrance intorhs 
worly,and the kings ſhall run from al 
places todo homage vato the kingdf 
kings,vnto the gouernor both of hee 
ucn andearth. BA | 

17 For hc hath ſet yp and aduanced 
his kingly throne vpon Sion, in great} 
coſtly array : there ſhal) he. be ſeene 
wholy encompaſice with glory , dath 
ning the Sunne and Moone with the 

=brightnefle of his face. ; 
_ 138 Burwhy haſt thou , O Lordyh 
highly cxaltcd che throne of thy glay! 
haſt thou done it , becauſe thou wouh 
deft not youchſafe to heare the praieh 
of thy faithfull ſervants ? And becauſe 
thou wouldeſt make no. reckoningd 
the whole world, which in deed isndj 
thing,in reſpcRof thy proemcSaty 
no my God, Thou haſt lifred vp thy ſelf 
ypon an eminent placc,that all che in! 
habitanrs of the earth might ſee &a6 
knowledge thee , and ſo run vntotly 

{= and mercy : for thou ſhouldelt 

alwaics ready to come art the hums« 

ble ſummons of thy ſeruants , a_ 
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of Damids repentance. 187 
diſdaine their pirtifulf petitions, And 
behold them alſo ſtanding as miſe» 
nble offenders,condemned vato bolts 
&ſhackles, looking for the comming of 
ſome king,thart ſhould ſer them free at 
theentrance into his kingdome. Euen 
ſo,0Lord,dcliver thou them who haue 
given themſelues vp into the bondage 
of finnc,and with the onely twinke of 
thine eyc,the mainacles ſhall fall from 
theicwriſtes. ; 

19 Then ſhall they be all heard ro 
ingaglorious ſong varo the viRori- 
ous king , their voices ſhall be heard 


throughour al the corners of the earth, 


andthercmembrance of thy ſingular 
bonttic and infinite mercy , ſhall be 

dwithin che memory of mens. 
and ſopaſſe from age to age, cuen vn- 
tothe)aſt poſtericie . The carrh. ſhall 
thenibe conſumed , all the waters dry= 
ed vp, the ayre vanithed, and the 
heauens haue an end , which ſhall 


&% yer ſing the glory of. the cternall 
Gel 3 gory | 


20 The ercrnall God , who hath: 
youchſafed merely and ioyfully , to 
aſt downe his eyes from rhe higheſt 
lemucns,into the very deepeſt place of 


188 4 medita,upon the p/ahw, 
the bowels of the carth , for the 
knowledging of the rorments of the 
miſerable detained capriues in hellg 
heard theirgroanes , is himſelfe ſug 
denly runne thither , ro vabinde and 
ſer at libertic his poore capriue priſy 
ners, andall their poſteritie , where 
death with the weapons of finne hal 
oucrcome them, and confined then, 
in his moſt darke priſons. Bur the'Gol 
of life hath ouercome death, and hath 
freed and clearcd them quite fron 
thence. 7 
21 Totheend, O Lord,: th 
mighr ſer foorth thy praiſe in Sion, 
pun thy louing kindneſle in Jeraſs 
And a/rhough cuery one of die 
had an hundreth mouthes, and rhei 
voices as lowd as thy thunder , yet 
ſhould they neuer be able to arraine 
andreach vntothe greatnefle of tly 
ory .. All the parts of the world cons 
em. not;nor ioyne not themſciues 
gether, ſauc ancly ro repreſent intheit 
morions,a part of thine infinire powet 
and goodnefe : howbeir, they neviet 
Jooke ro come neere thereunto for 
they are more then borromlelle 
depths , which hauc neither botron! 
: © nol 
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: of Dama's repentance. 139 
nor yet brinke;and therfore they muſt 
7 bchold them afarre of 
22; And therefore I moſt humbly 
beſecch thee my Godzto be contenred 
thatthy people afſemble and reunire 
themſelues borh in'bodies and minds, 
dewourly to- offer vp vnto thee rhar 
will which they haue to-henour 
theefor rhe:effe can inno wiſe'other 
viiſebe able ro come ncare tharwhich 
thoudeſcrueſt.:. Accept therefore, O 
Lord , the humble ſubmiſſion of the 
kingsof the earth, which come before 
theetoyeeld ynro thee their homage 
andſeruice' due ynto thee , as vnto 
their oueraigneV<chiefc Lord . They 
fhallcaſt their ſcepters vnrtotheeatth, 
andtheir crownes at their feete , and 
preſent for-a ſacrifice vnto thy maic- 
fy their bumble praiers,and innocent 
conſciences, AhdI will be rhe firſtmy 
God , which will caſt downe wy ſelfe 
before thee,ro worſhip and'ſſerue thee 
vithall mine hearr, ro thee alone will 
I conſecrate my ſpirit . Quicken ie 
therefore, O Lord- , thar being puri- 
bed. by the holy zeale of thy loues 
tay receive in it ſelfe,as irwere in 


ideare looking Glaſſe, the image of 
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r00 Amedita.vpen the ſam, 

thine incomprehenſible excellency 
perfection,& fecle in it ſelf the reflex 
on'of thy ſ:ncere amitie,aſwel as thing 
infinite goodnefle, acccmpanied wit 
the number of thine eleR,to be aniy 
bericor with them in cuerlaſting life, 
- 23 Now l haue already felt,my fool 
God > that thou baſt cnlighreneday 


foulewith thy grace;and haue preſey 


&cd the fauour which thou wouldef 
ſhew ynrto all the children of the eanh, 
Heretofore hath my ſpirit afar of, tx 
ke a note,how thou proceedeſt forthe 
deliuerance of-the world, bur it hath 
beene afraid rodichgfpre ſuch timen 
thou wert come : af that is becauſe 
thou haſt heard it call ypon thee, ſþ 
ing, Tell me, 0 Lard , how long the mſi 
of mine age ſhall oe), and when thou wil 
end my dayes, 4 
- .24 Gonotabout, OLord, tocit 
of the thred of my life at thefirſta 
ſecond winding vp of the ſpindle,neb 
ther ſtay ir ouer ſhort in the middel 
of the courſe. Attend, my God, ynil 
the time be come, when'thou muſtſet 
open the treaſure of thy graces, i0 
make an cntrance for men ynto 

_{argencfle of faluation; or if that 


__ 
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of Dauids repentance, 101 
gleaſt appointed mine end, and that 
mylife cannot ſtrerchſofarre, yer re- 
member my poſteritie,and ler him be 
horne of my race that muſt ſancifie 
theworld by his comming. 
-25 I right well know, © Lord, thar 
awefirſt , thou madeſt heauen and 
farth,and wharfocuer excellent thing 
weſce here in this world , ro-be the 
wake of thine owne hands. | 
{26 Bur all this ſhall come toan end, 
glenas an old worne garment; a man 
hall enquire what is become of ir,and 
there ſhalbe no mention made there- 
eatall. It was made, and it ſhall be 
mmade; it had 4 beginning;8& ir muſt 
have an end. But thou alone, O Lord, 
hich haſt beene from all etcrnitic, 
halt be alwaics one and the ſame. For 
w<&time which conſume all things, 
ſerue for none other purpoſe, bur to 
eonfirme thine cuerlaſtingnefle, and 
tolet foorth thy Deitic, & men ſeeme 
wremaine hecre vpon the earth for 
gone other cauſe,burt ro behold round 
tour them , thine incomprehen(ble 
Fearneſſe, on the one fide, and their 
itmicic,on the other fide. x 
' 37 - A manchangerhnot his ſhire 
4 — : | 
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193 Amedita:vpon thepſaln. 
ſooften, bur the earth ofcner chans 
gerd her :inhabitants |: one putteth if 
rth another, andall is renued'eue 
ina moment. Butthou , my Goda 
cuen the ſame ar this day , that thay 
waſt at the beginning.Enucry prouine 
ofrhe carch hath a great catalogued 
kings, who haue-there commay 
one ſucceſlively after another, burthe 
heauens and the earth, conrinudp ll © 
fing vnto vs , that thou haſt alwan © 


beene alone, euer like vnto thy ſel; 


and thatneither rhe time paſt, ne 
thetime to comezcan any way csa 
aor change thee. 1 
. 28 Now, my Lord, althoughy 
muſt depart fromhence, yet do Ina 
daubr, but thar I ſhall one day raſtew.” 
that ſweer fruite,which ſhall beale thi 


conragious diſeaſe of ours, which out, 


je 


[1 
z% 
i 
Ro 
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fathers transferred ouer vntovs, h+.* 


ning caten the fruire of death and. 
of finne. For our children ſhall come. 
after vs,and therefore , O Lord ;thewh, 
vs this fauour, as co continue ourpo.. 
Keritie from age to age , vnrill ſua... 
rime as we altogether ſhall appear, 


before thy face, not toreceiue ſhapely 4 


andicuere iudgement bur to _ 


of Danids repentance, 193- 

emerite. and interceſſion of thy 
ebcloued ſonne, intothe enhert» 
> of the eternall bleflednefie, 

|  thall be. purchaſed for all thy 

kfull , by the adoption of thy ſonne 
or Sy Tug Dantd. 


"Tre the depth of dotke. 
"i  Pfalm 129, 


p. = 7d Rom the depth of 
it | \'& \ & depths haue 1 cryed 
vatothee , my God, 


7 RG beingloſt and bu ried 

= ES inthe aw fearefull 

RC .cauesof the carth., 1 

led vporthy name , beatken 

———_ and heare my praier. 

all hope of ſuccour'is taken from. 

ond I ſce nothing about me bur 

_Frorand trembling , andyerhauec I 

co diſcouraged , and do waite 

wixtby hands Tp which thou haft 

 » Wed ro all ſuch as ſhall live in the 

we” arcof thy name, and in the obedi- 
of thy commaundements. 

2 _ thou therefore ,O Lord , a 


K 
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T9 4 Ameditacupen the þ/ahm, 
f auourable eare vnto; mine hear 
praier:, 1f my finne ſtand'berweny 
thee and me. , to wher thee» gail 1, 
mine 1niquitic,and-ro make theeay 
trarie vnto the praiers which 1.m, 
ynto thee , beate back the ſameil 
the looke of thy mercifull eye , or 
O Lord,fhurt yp for a time,the eel 
thy inftice, vntt]lfuch time asthecl 
of thy louing kindneſſe hath recay 
my confeffion;and the humble reli 
which I make vnto thee for grace ; e 
I come not beforethee, to brag 
mincowne iuſtification , bur of 
greac louing kindnefle and be ign 

3 Ifthou ſhouldeſt keepe a re 
ofour'innes , and we come to/a 
dire before thee , who-were able 
God, ro abidethy ſeuere judgemlijes 
For,whar day of life is there rhatlſs: 5 
not deferued a world of cormelifGo 
Thou mighteſt draw out, O Lotd/Whan 
the paines of hell,and yer the greatuey 
part of my fins ſhould go vopunillitel ay | 

4 Bur alchough we haue migllaly 
offended, yet for all that thouced 
not to reciue any finner thgr comliſhto 
ynto thee with confeſſio of the maliipo: 
and cont: ition of the heart, He bawWinee 


= 


| | of Danias repentante. Tg5 
os facner looked rowards thy mercy, bur 
" tarhe feeterh ic working in him,and 
i breaketh & deſtroieth the finne which 
freeſerh his heart withfeare & horror. 

a fad che puniſhment which hangerh 
quer his head , recoyleth farre away 

x from him, and caryerh withrir,this mi- 
al ſerable carefulnefle, which rormereth 
ul the conſciences defiled with-iniquirie, 
a andtherefore O Lord;hauel notfor- 
a kenthy lawes , but have alwaics wai- 
Aj ted oſce when it would pleaſe thee rq 
prune me fauour-and grace : for the 
tl Wiſe man that defpairerh by reaſon 
moths fnnc , and giueth over his ſoule 
wendemned, is like ynto the abbo» 

ne minable vſurcr, who hauing ſuſteined 
hme.lofſe in his goods , by and by be- 
niEreaerh h i:nſelfe of his life alſo,” _ 
b þ $ My foule hath not. done fo , my 
el God: for alchough (he hath felr thine 
oFhand lying moſt heauily ypon me,ex- 
euFcuring part of the puniſhment which 
mg wy fines have deſerued,yer hath ſhe 
awaics conſerued in her ſelfe thas 
ceniound hope which ſhe hath had in thy 
nuSFomiſes , Euen' as the blowes lighr 
ragpon my backe , I crie out and ſay 
I" bs 0 thee » O wy my God , thy 

L358 y 


196 Amedita.zpan the pſaim, 

will be done , and giue me as pron 

irength as thou layeſt artlition'yy 

me , Meaſure my puniſhmenc by 

ftrengeh, and as my rorment 

 fahb;euenſoaugment my courage 
ſo haſt thou done,O Lord. 

6 Lerifracll therefore looke vpaal | 
muſt in his God , cuen from help 
breake vnto' the ſhureing in of thy 
eucning, & looke for hone other he 
bur from him.Forghis helpe iis reat 
ſure for him that callerh vpon ti 
with-a ſincere conſcience , and a pi 
will . And akhough the miſcrich | 
beene neuer ſo great and extreat 

es ſo ſoone as the Lord hath-1 

ood the crie of his m— 
haue allſo ſoonefe)r alſo their de 
Trance. 

7 For he moſt bounrifully pow 
out his mercy , and is infinitely hef 
full ro all thoſe that come vnro 
Inſomuch , as that his -— val þ 
teth out as it were the ſorrow wil : 
we haue for our finnes,& makethW 
it wercrefoyce in'our fall,as being 
cauſe whereby we' haue made - 
of his louing kindnefſe . For, i 
Hr all macaſure, eg 


ul 
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. of Damids repentance. 197 
exceedeth all our rhoughts, We haue 
keferucd long and hard captiuitie,and 
benboir 1s thar freeth vs, and hath 

vs a moſt ſweere libertic. 

Wehaue blinded the eyes of qur ſpi- 

rite) pond loe who commeth roenligh- 
m. 

"4 Olfracll, thou haſt offended the 


| Lad , thou haſt ſcorned his lawes, 


>. 7 
: 


WE made a.icſt athis comman- 
; thou baſt forgotten rhe 
ddturnes. which be faucurably-hath 
ed vpon thee, He hath drawnc 

| gh of moſt miſerable captiuirie, 

Ed thee with the bread of .beauen, 


gf eorpoſcly ſireames flow:ouc.of 


racks ro:make thee drinke ;. hath 
for thy. dwelling place , the 


A aod dctrious garden in the world 


ae a covenant with thee , giuen 

dechis will to keepe , and thou haſh 

 Otiured againfthis honour , gone ars 

ynto. ſtrange goddes , rroden 

es vnder thy ferte ; Tobe ſhorr, 

haſt deſerued more puniſh- 
icthen there is ro be had in hell. 


w | ol notwithſtanding he offereth 


bunt thee grace , and with the 
tice ofhis own bloud would redeeme 
K 11 


198 Amedita.vpon the pſabn, 
thee from the bondage of finne, whe 
vynto thou moſt 'yoluntarily bounded - 
thy ſelfe . Behold him, who hath hin 
ſelfe paide their ranſome thar berrailſh !! 
him, who tooke vpon him the puniſ 
ment which we deſerucd, and fariſfed8j 
for our tranſgreſſions , With: whalify 
wordes then are we any way ablety 
thanke him for all cheſe mercies?' (þ 
pen my lips therefore my God, wh 
Creator and redeemer, thar my voi 
may be heard , and mine heare ehil 
med with a boiling affetion, to pralf 
and rhanke thee, and humble meals 
inthe acknowledging of my ſclfe,wP? 
the end thou maieſt heare me inteit® 
knowledge of the holy 'myſteric JF 
which we are rciticorporate inrotlgh® 
and renued in thy conenanr, thamyeF 
may enter into tharbleſſed felloyinrr 
of gloric , in which, all they ſhallwſ=® 
uwph, which ſhall be parrakers oth? 
merir of the paſſion of thy beſt banliy*: 
ved ſonne, the true and onely Savoy” 
of the world. i we 
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of A 
fl Lord heave my prayer. 
"1 We Pſalm. 142. 


<—_70 


end:13 weary of all 
things : aconrinu- 
all courſe bringeth 
him our of breath, 
ouermuch ſtaring 
—- dimmerh the cies, 
ſhrill ſound deaffeth the eares : 

ur. the more my voice cryeth vnto 
2 idee;che tronger it i5s,wy courage en* 
&aeth more , and my praier better 
waſh me. And therefore dol begin 
Ee daily to cric.ypon thee, Lord 
WESEc my prater, glue care vato my 


' @nplai : for in praying rothee my 
: $A & 


J Lord z-man if the 


confiſteth all mine whole com<- 
Tris my ptaier, O Lord, which 
(Miureth ' thy louing kindneffe ro 
argc my finnes , not by reaſon of the 
-—entic of the puniſhment, bur by 
.F**meanes of rhe effe&t of the grace 
-\{hich thou haſt graunted ynto vs , by 

\Fiich then doeſt aboliſh by thy ſouc- 
nm and abſolute power, the rc- 
"Y*mdrance of our finnes. 

[ K iii 


200 Ameadita.vpon the p/ahy, 
2 And therefore enter not, 0 
Lord , into iudgement with thy ſer 
uant, ne yer leaue him ynto ther- 
gour of thy lawes for , no man lium 
char ſhall appeare before thee at 
indgement ſcare , ſhall be iuſtifig 
No man ſhall c{capethis fearcfullcay 
gemnation , the puniſhment where, 
'of is not onely cruell, bur immort 
rigorous alſo , Alas , O Lord , wh 
canbe ſaned before thee? Ir is tha 
thatarr offended, it is thou thar wit 
accuſe ys, It is thou that haſt ſeay 
our iniquities , and wilt arreſt then 
and it is thou that ſhalt judge 
When the accuſer ſhall be witnel 
and the witneſſe', Tudge , whar thi 
become of the offendor > What 
fence can he make to iuſtifie hi 
ſelife? O Lord my God , I willwt 
zarrie ynrill this blowe lighe vpon me 
Lwill defend me with thy fauoural 
. grace, to oppoſe ir ynto thy [uflict, 
Andthygrace is obtained by tet 
knowleding and *confeffing of 'd 
finnes, and the humbling and ſubmir 
ting of our mindes , Loe, Thered 
downe my ſelfe proſtrate beforetht 
and lay open my ſinnes, andthere# | 
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of Damnids repentance, 201 
Ibeſeech thee, O Lord,to hauc mercy 


yon- me. | 
ſer 3 My finnes ,,wy God , the capi- 
I'S tallenemic vnto my ſoule , hauc fo- 
terified me , and caſt me downe , as: 
that. 1 now. lie crawling: vpon the: 
ground , daring not once tolooke vp 
wtohcauen. For, ſoſoone as | lift vp 
mine eyes ,1 ſee the lighe which ſhi. 
neth ypon me z diſcouer on the day a 
great wany of finnes, which accuſe 
my conſcience . And then I feele 
forthwith ſhame rake holde. on my. 
iltie face , and ro tnake- me caſt 
my countenance vnto the 
woes , a countenance ynworthy ro. 
w | the heauens,the maiſter wher- 
[| Efbchath ſo gricuouſly offendedstgo- 
peopardy a face ro-caſt rhe fes. 
hereof ypon ſuch places which haue 
b..many rhunder-bolrs preparcd to 
lore our rhe guilrie. 2 
4 My ſpirit therefore hath led me 
Modarke places, and buried me as' a. 
dead man in the crannies of obſcuri- 
te, My foule is made. very ſad in me, 
admine hart ſtirrechir ſelfe like vnto., 
me walking wich his noſe lifted vp- 
Mo the, weather , who through bis. 
- K. v. 
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202 A medita. upon the pſalm. 
of a well, hauiug forthwith-thereby' 


beene amazed, is incontinent voidaf 
judgement, falleth our with himſelfe 


and cormenterh himſelfe., vncillfach! 


ime as beingicome againe to his wits, 
heknowerh borh the place whereinhe' 
1K, and vnderſtandeth the manecr hoy 
he fell in: and then beginneth by little 
and lircle ro ger vp againe vnto the 
trop thereof, andyet is ſcarſhie ablety 
note and marke the place whence he 
ſocaſily fell. | | we; 

5 Andſohauing calledro mindes 
farre as I poſlibly could, the memorie 
of things paſt, hauing ſet before mein 
a dreepe meditation , the workes df 
thine hagds, and hauing exactly cot 
ſidered 
and remembring the eſtate wherein 
rhou haſt created vs, and beſides, ſet- 
ting before me him, by whome  feele 
my ſeife now, as it were oppreſſed m- 
derthedeſtruRion of finne,] curſedit 
my {elf thehoure wherein my mother: 
conceived me, 1 abhorred the day 
which firſt opehed vnto me mine 
lids,' yy might ſee heauen and 


carth,winelſcs of mine infirmitie:and- 
| in 


retchleſnefle falleth into the botrome: 


e petfeion thereof, yea, 
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» of Danids repentance. 203 
inthe end ; finding nothing in the 
yorkd,thar in this diftrefſe might com- 
fortand heIpe me, I ar laſt, addrefled 
myſelfe vnto thy moſt excellent ma- 


Fen fell on both my knees before 
thee, | ſtrerched our mine armes and 
hands vnto thee , and my ſoule rhir- 
king for thy-gracce,waited with a great 
defire for the ſame, as the chapping 
ground through hear , looketh fora 
tious and ſweet ſhowre in the hoa-- 
eſt daies of ſommer, 
' 4 Make haſt therefore ynto.me, 
OmyGod , forl am already out-of 
breath , for Joe mine heart fainceth, 
andlam at the point to ſwound, wilr 


 thouſtay vnrill 1 be dead ?-1 amt al- 


ready ſo, if rhoummake not haſt ,formy 
ſences do by little and little faileme; 
wy ſoule gliderh gentlic our of me, 
ſaving wy body without moouing, 
and 1 am like vnto hiw, who lerting 
his foore bleede in the water , -loo- 
ſeth his life with his bloud , withotr 
feling the occaton or tauſe-of his 


"8 Ifrhou O Lord boldeſt thy ſelfe 
doofe from me, and -tumeR thy face 


504 Amedita.vpon thepſalm, 
= » I ſhall become like vnro tholy 
that go downe intothe bottom ofhell 
pale death will make my face look 
wanne, and. my _ ro ſlcepe: ny 
a worſe thing then this will betidg 
me, my God, for ſpirituall deathwil 
kill my ſoule, make it horribly a feard 
and take from her the acknowledge. 
ment of thy ſfingulargoodnefſc, and 
the hope of grace which ſhincth inthy 
miracles,as a bright ſhining ſtarre ing 
darke night, ; { 
9 Make me therefore, O Lord, 
in thy gocdtime, to ynderſtand and 
fecle the effeRt of thy mercy : and 
when rhe ſunne riſerh in the more 
ning ypon the face of the carth, let 
thenthy louing kindnefſe riſe vpoy 
me > for the enlightening of mine ig» 
narance, and leade me in the way of 
[Athy wyll. Bur let it nor deale with me 
O Lord, as the ſunne dooth , who #t 
ws fall plongerh ra” ſelfe into theſes 
keeping away his light for a timg 
from poore as and diſtreſſed 
men . Bur Jer uhy fauour and grac# 
continually afliſt and defend meg 
gndneuer _— more from me, the 
wy ſouls doth. from wy body: fre 
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mercy is farre away more, the ſoule of 
wp om rhen wy ſoule is the life of 

© 'y. ; 
= And- therefore let: thy mercie: 
never forſake me : bur ler her light dis 
reftmy footſteps alwayes in thy wayes, 
ad leade me continually in the way 
which muſt bring me. vnto thee. For, 
myſpirit which hath run it ſelfthrougtr 
de range queaches of this workd;; 
and irayed inro the broad and thicke 
butbes thereof, can neuer findouthet 
tratagaine, burrmſherh:outar all ad- 
ſemures, and Joſerh borch her path, 
ard alſo her payne, going alwayes 
back from the abiding place whither 
bewasdercrmined togoe. Bur, I, my. 
God,do alwayes attend thine ayd, for, 
tisfrom abouc that] Jooke for help, 
-111ama caprine in the: hands of 
be-moſt crucll enemies of my life, 
and therefore | moſt humbly beſecch. 
thee,d Lord, ro make haſte ro deliuer 
ve: ie vnto thee for refuge,recee 
me mnto thy proteCion ; Teach mee 
watthou wouldeſt haue me ro do, for 
thay arr my God, whome alonel am 

how to ſertie. And now away 

ay from me deceirfull pleaſure » 


| — begin, and the beginning of theirſos 


206 A.medita. upon tbe þ/alm. 
Cn ena _ — 
e ſoule, and poyſoned my ſpirixs 
has baſt with bt fow rs 
me,and made me. with a little baits 
hony to ſwallow a dead]y potion,whith 
running through my membershathþ 
aſtoniſhed -and mortified me, as that 
there is no differEce berweene me and 
a dead man : nay worſe then that, for 
ir is not-my body that is thus mortif- 
ed,bur ir is my ſoule, wherin coſfiſteth 
the principal marrer,borh of rhispre 
fent life, and alſo of the life ro come, 
.12 Andtherfore thy holy ſpirit mul 
light vpon me,to rewarme and fetch 
gaine my thing ſoule,and rake it bythe 
hand ro quicken, and ſer it ina 
place, imprinting therein the image 
of thy righeuouſnefle, to ſerue her as 
ſauegard againſt all renrarions whid 
befiege her on eucry fide,and threat 
ker deftruQtion, 45.5 
13 Thouſhalr come therefore,and#: 
thy comming ſhalt draw back myfoul 
from tribulation, and'in ſhewingofas 
mercy, ſhalr deſtroy all thoſe that hade 
coniured againſt me. And then ful 
my ſorrow haue an end,and theirs (tl 
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"of Danids repentance. 207, 
Law / ſhall neuer ceaſe : Bur as the? 
nt freames comming ott-of the ſpring* * 
$ Ted beads ; do ft] growe larger and lar-' 
xt; vacilt ſuch time as they carer 
mo-the deepe Seas, where js ney-! 
vF ther brinke nor bortome , -eucn! fo © 
kltheyr miſerie, day by day en-' 
ataſs; and'in the end will heape vp-' 
potthem extreame dolour, and infi- 
nitediftrefſe, 
44 And ſo ſhall all they periſh which 
pre hall vexe my foule : forl, © God, ain' 
-Btby faichfull ſeruanr whome thou haſt 
Eimembred, and wilt remember all 
Bthoſe, who in diſdayne of my'Lord, 
have thus ſhamelcſly rroubled mee, 
They laughed at my miſcries, bur now 
nag! E behold che ſeaſon wherein they ſhall 
a4 bewayle theirs, Thy vengeance begin- 
hi Fotth to waxc hoar againſt them, and a 
are man ſhall ſce chem fall like vnro the 
* »*Feaues of rrees inthe beginning of win-- 
ter, O God, what gloric ſhallI render 
mtothy name ? and ar whar end ſhall I 
KBdegin ro ſer foorth thy prayſe ? Shall 
F!publiſh thy gcodfeffe;, in creating 
many wonderful works which are! 
(ealBmder the Sunne ? Thy wiſdome in the 
{aeruing of them ? Shalll preach a= 


J, 


203. A muditauponthe pſaln. 
broad thy iuftice in.rhe condemnarigg 
and yengeance of the pride of the An. 
gels,& the diſobedience of men ? Shal 
L fing foorth thy mercy in the redee if 
ming of thoſe whoby tranſgreſling thy 
lawes, bauve caſt them-ſclues downe 
headlong into the bondage of erernal 
death ? vato what part of thy prayſe, 
may the ſound & rune of my voycear 
raine & reach ? Yea,&put the caſethy 
my. voyce were ſufficient thus to dy 
where are the eares that are abletore 
cciue them ? I'want all things, 6 Lord iſ 
forthe taking in had of this enterpiiſe 
ſauing courage & will,which beingful 
of feruent affcAion,cry our as muchs 
is poſlible, vnto rhee. And therefore] 
humbly beſcech thee to ayd their weat 
indeuours, and ſeeing that the teares 
of my repentance haue waſhed awy 
the fil:hines of my finne, wherwith ay 
ſpirit was greatly charged & burdenet 
geue vnto it now the wings of faith 
hope, thar may ſwiftly carry the ſame 
into thine armes to reunite it 
ynto her firſt original being, withalt 
hauing any other choughr, bur ſucha 
may tend to the honor of thy ſeruict, 
and aduancement of thy glory. 
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the Conſolation of 
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AMEDITATION: 
n the ſeauen Pfalmes, 
of the Conſolation 


of Dauid, 
| The Lordiamy light Ge. 


PSALME, 26. 


! [YARN & [in ſoake mine 
"1 Br/hþ harrih my tears; 
al )1%& ſighed a rhow- 
by ſahd cimes wirh' 
BL ſorrowe_in the 
= = reckning vp* of 
my finnes,[ thou glit $Lord;that Thad 
appaiſed rhy wrath; and thereby forth 


with to haue ended my miſeries; Bur 
Jas, as I-Jooke vnro the world; and 
thinke with an innocentlife,” to con- 
verſe amongſt men, Iſee their cnuic 
wrned ypon meand all rheir purpoſes 
&drifts direRed rodo wmehurr. So as L 


212 A medita,vpon the 7.þ/alm, 
Rand in doubt whether I be reconcile 
'ynto thee or no, and whether thanſy 
frisfied with this my repentance. 
in turning mine eyes cuery way, I per 
ceiue thar this affliftion is commionhy 
me, and to all: honeft and good ma, 
by the parts thar I Tee playd them a 
euery fide, and howrheir conſtanciey 
alwaycs in danger: and contrarywik, 
ro ſee how the wicked eafily regorg 
pleaſure, and all maner ot benufin, 
maketh me confounded and aftonied 


and as-one bein 

fight, am not ape pierce through 

theſe thick miſts, which thus couira 

the eyes of mine vnderſtanding, But 
n 
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of Danids Confolation. 213 
inthe end, © Father of lighes, thou vn- 
ſeledſt mine eyc-lids,and ethetihing ning 
we withthe beames of thy-wifedome, 
haſt made me vnderſtand why-rhou ſo 
Weſttbem,and deliuering me from rhe 

wre and care wherein I was, haſt fil- 
Mike with the afſurance -of my fal- 
uation, and geuen me a molt cerraine 
confolarion 8 comfort, 'Soas Tdonor 
«nhyarthis preſent cate for thethrer- 
bares and -difdaine their 

fokencie , bur” being rampard with 
yonderfull conſtancie, and great cou- 
ripe, 1 offer my ſelfe vnto the combar, 
andery with aloud voyce, Come who 
bever will and-dare, for, Inow fearc 
nothing. For,alkhough God fora while 
eereiſech his Faithfull ſeruams, yer 
foſbketh he chem nor whe they ſtand 
nnced, but in ſuch ſforr compaſſerh 
their aduerfirie with their forces , as 
that they become alwayes conquerors 
inthis fight, And to fay mryly, ſolong 
#Tam affuired ofhis mercie;whatoc- 
calion $a T hauecuer tofeare d © 

8 He hath now 'taken my life into 
his proreRtion, and coucred me all o- 
wr with the wings of his power, who 
Gnenforce him to ſer me aſhore? 
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214 Amedita.por the 7.oſaim, | - 
Whar ſhall Inced to feare, ſeeing thy} 
all the world feare and dread hint - 
which defendeth me ? his forces wlll w 
not the armies of men, bur legions of up 
Angels : his miniſters ate not Prir 

and Capraines, bur thundring, ligh 
ning, and ſtormes : his —_—_ is bt 
blowes.,and hurts , bur carrhqu 6, £00 
Iwallowing vp of Cities, anddrownig 
of whale.Countreys. Thou haſtalwsſſ 
dic,0.Lord,all.chcſe armyes andhoky 
intþine.hand, and art readie to thits 

der them againſt the proude bolbl 
nefle of rhe wicked , that haue cow Wore 
ured the, ruyne of good men, Bu 
becauſe my God thou holdeſt backirſ 
a.time the arme of thy diuine welſ 
geance, comfort mee in the meaneſſ ii 
while with a ſure hope , that tha #t 
wilt nieuer forſake mee: And ary 
.thinketh , that thou ſayeſt continih 46 
allic vnto mee, tarrie alittle, for, uh 4 
ime js nor, yet. come which I hah ml 
Appointed, and in the meane whlkh Wat 
truſt thou afſuredly vato my prom 
.and looke wharſoeuer affliction wot Wk 
ſhalt endure, be thou affured that WE 
will geue thee ſtrength co ouercols 

at, My courage, © Lord, encrealwWtnew 


Th. 
j 


J 
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\ of Danide Conſolation... 2x7 


| whe as [fcel6ihce-thus ro feeot 


| zedthis thine exhorraris e 
| memore vnto patience, then all the 


applauſe of the pe __ dork him that 
teeth a combar,whE he is nioſt irog 
and lufty in his fight. There is nothin 
How chat Iam afeard 6f for, all theth 
ſþiracies, all cheſe ſlatiderous Fee 


ainſt mine head & honor ,ſeme 


þ me e vnto-the foming raping bil- 
ij foes of theſes, who retinng -off,fu- 


yiouſly breakerhea-ſelues againſt the 
bor ofarock, and/ſearter them-ſelues 
abroadarthe "firſt ſtroke, and the blow 
þbur a vaine ſoung, which is the end 
«fall theſe great threars, Cerrainely, 
theiconſcience” of an"Initipeent' wan, 

ded and grounded vp6 thy grace, 


| bmore ſtable & ſure;then all-the grea- 


Kſfrocks, 8& cannorbe ſhaken nor me- 


. _ any inturious brags, 


74 Whar ſhall 1 now feare any more ? 
all 1 feare a tour of the wicked, 


L y þ t'poc abour' t0'beſer me round, 


lafter' about me, to'ſee- if chey 
krake me-? They geue our ſome- 
#one figne, ſometime another, 
if they can lay hold on me, 
, and ſee diligently how they 


_ 


IP 


216 A medita,vpen the Z-þ/alm, Þ F 
note and marke me ,, and how thy... 
bend theyr browes. * and-gtind of * w_ 
reeth.ar me: Lverely bclecuc, that the Mie” 
greateſt thing which they defire, iswMiy.c 
cate me. with' their teeth, to-reay Ma. 
Mc inplcces, ro fall chem-ſclues wi! if F 
my fleſh , to gnawe my bones, ' BY E 
to drinks, my bloud. O. cruell andſ» af 
wage beaſts, how canyou thus deſpipM.ar- 
your owne fleſh, how can you thus, J F 
3ure all humanitic>Do you' thinktha ſh; 5% 
ahkhough you hauc forgorren Godghn 
God hath forgotten his ſeruants?Dd 
you thinke that bis ſeruants are ſolu 
from his hand, as yours is farre from 

1.4 Well gotoo, yee.haue likemalM... 
"Tygres forned our. vpon me your pool; b 
fon, yee haue cried our, and houkda Wy, © 
Jvc, faſtned your teeth & clutches woWu ! 
me : howbeir, all yourblowes ſlip out, 

mezas.it were outicra moſt cleare cn 
Rall, they cannot hurt me, wine in0& ls. 
cencie is not. to be wounded withd 
thar ye can. deuiſe, bur are. it thee 
cnforcedto retire all wearied;and gi#Wi i), 
ping for breath, lying vpon the beam... 
ye bay,grin& mutine with very Mg Winth. 
but it is without power : and thete#ſite: 


—_ Confolation, 215 


Land ark) vet all rhe reſt 
Foes rodo aB __ 
tiheleſl 3 becabiſe yp ur y 
minable before dim Jaco chat 
jth 7 threats ye blaſpheme him 
is face, he will vrrerly roote ye 
a and throw ypon you' the moun- 
| which your ambition and coue- 
eſnefſe hauc heaped v. ban 
co proriems ro ſedle his' Fhrone; and 
robhird ofhis gfory. 
U OLord,what a ſpeRacle haſt tho? 
for minc'cycs ro behold ? nay, 
Jamnow fo afſurcd of thy mercie, ſo 
Feonforred by reaſon of the carc which 
| fre thou aft 6f thy Falkul Ter- 
ors, as char alcbough I'ſhould fee 
FWiegrearefk armye Harpoſilibly could 
| rgrvts be afcard ofir. Ler 
Jcre an armye. be brought againſt 
we, compoled of all the nations of 
BR. and let thefe be placed 
the'vatrhipatd on the right; hand, ' 
tell of E things | and an the 
gl = id abatrell of Ethiopians, and 
$ te reregard the Eaſt India, and 
Ymerica, and all the reſt of the world 
Yithe middeſt ro ſerue for a bacrell, 
BS adde thereunto'whatſocuer Arte 
L 


218. A medita.vpon the 7:pfajn 
and skill for che killing of men, nag. 
uer: able 50 finde. ot or devil 
et, if my. God be. my conduQoraie 
JET er, I'w | paſſe, chrough! y :M, 
without any feare.. Agayne, it, 
bee angry with the world , and 
ava eo, Fre FE with; 
ro be aducnged of them 

ore bf £8}! Hog 1 my felis 

> 00it,T\ (El JI UN YL INE OTB 
Eur. them ail .1n peeces , | nor, Bile 
uing fo much as a tayle, of any, 
hens; ---f., 
6 Nay, I do now rcjoyce whe, 
T beare faye has, he wicken 6: 
them-ſclues again ce, and.doode 
furer may tele, thor ir isGodwhich bh 
lend me;,matter wherein ta gland 
For, be thou, O Lord, onch ned 
mec,, bleſc_ my. weapons, and mu. 
enemics are, confounded... But Willey 
weapons ? verely do thou. bur bla, 
6nely vppon this people, and 
ſhale ſcaxcer they all, as a greatyu 
driucth the duſt roo and fro; net 
thele © OLord, I beſeech theeb 


£ 
| 


not yppon them the wind and bla 
thy curſe, bur rarrie a lircle while 
thou pleaſe, ro ſee. if thy partie 
willbring them backe co. do chendil 


} 
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en Conſolation.” 219: 

ndas, for-my 'ſelfe, aldhouph 1 

yered. ouer with 'their wounds;: 

d wihitheir injurious dea- 

d1Lrather haue them ſub-. 

REC _ mercie, tlien vnro'thy 

ſlice: and defire,, if rhou thinke it: 

tod;char their iniuſtice might rather. 

ove r0my we withal, then-for their, 
endemnarion, 

* 9; Thou-knoweſt, © 2nd; wy- Jon 

4thc ou xeadeſt them inmwmneharr;: 


2. 
% 


_ erhaucl euer called vppon thee 
Iryengeance: My YOWeS-Coniureno- 


E thy mercie,and my thoughts 
r 


efſed vnto nothing bur, vnto: 

te. :'Wouldeſt thoy vnderſtand the 

we of. my. defires, and the end of. 

Jy Prayers, it is, © Lord, thar I 

: paſſe my. dayes in feruing thee 
uthf ſally, and. that. thou - wouldeft 
-me thine holic houſe'to dwell 

a nd that all the while thar'I am- 
peared from thee., and a, great: 
yo from thine -heauenly Taber- 
Ry qd vnto. the carth. by.res-: 

e counterpoiſe of .my_ bo-- 

b.I wight ynite and rye; all my 

: tes ynto-thee, 'and conforme 
Ws Tame my oe wholy vato thy; 


oY 'P\ 
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will. O blefled ha 
to :coucr 'vs from-all-wetly pil 
ons; from-alt the laſts ofYhis 
and'ro'be ſhort, fromall Ne aſſal 
of the-Deaill. For,rhere © Lord 
art preſent wich vs, and cot 
downe from the heauens ro ke 
companie with. vs-,-atid filleſt vs 
thy ſelfe, that we might be' voy 
main merger _— al 
into 2a 111 quickning' ti 
that we ws. & ef ual RA 
maruecllous works , comprehend 
mcrcies, and conceiue of rhy poi 
and almightinefſe, ©* = 
_ 8 Suffer therefore, my God 
I being -incorporate- inro {hire} 
farre-forth as mine' infirmitie,l 
thine infinirenefſe will permit; Tl 
be enlightened with the branits 
thy wiſedome, to the end that'll 
vnderſtanding being enlighreneth? 
' Inay Icarne mee-ro knowe thyM 
For-this is the rhread;'d Lord, wing 
may-affuredly guide me rhrongrnge”: 
windings and curnings ' of "tHe Wa 
rinth of-this- world, and this i 
paſſeport which muſt bring vs 
that euecrlaſting life, whichwe emgre® 


cel 
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L Damids Conſolation, 22 
2igape and figh for, Reucale 
iy me) therefore this thy wilt, and 
kevpin my ſoule, that I may there 
bqeirmoſt dearely, and in the mid- 
af thy Church; I may ſer vp an 
Anker in my mourh., preſenting the 
lime dayly vnco thee for an offering, 
de bake vayle of ys moſt: ho- 
=? aching g: Lord, thou! haſt 
iztedmec within thy hotie Ta- 
ae RS: me the hohe my- 
ff chy divinitie, that in the har- 
of mine'aducrfirie,thou haſt 
nod, hid, and drawne me -vnder 
' Aulter,, and -yet not content 
zh chathaft made'me'ts enter ints 
q. . of holeft 3 and bortomes of 
Ruaric, where thou'waſt wont 
dreveale: the greateſt ſecrets of thy 
= that I'may ſo well con- 
| > as thar-1 may caufe-rhy 
ll feruanrs faithfully: to'vnder- 
nd chem, - 
d- For, fil} rhou haſt” aduaun- 
mee into ſo eminent and high 
ji ace, as one fer ypon an hye rocke, 
be ſecne of the whole world, and 
mored 'aboue all mine enemies, 
P25. L iy 
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222 Ameatta.upon the 7.yſalnÞl . 
ler the ATI nr 2 | 
farme as any ſtone, and / theigulh 
which thou -ſhalt beſtow: ypon ala 
be ateſtimonic of chy righreoulliifly 
making me wotthic and capablediiiiy 
benefits which it ſhall pleaſe theifi 
vouchſafe me, | | *\ 24 
-..;1t As for my. ſclfe, O Lord;lh 
rake paines reucientlic to. yew 
mififterie which.rhow haſt colmgy 
.tcd yaro mec; Fhou knoweſt by 
have, carried-my-ſelfe chefein, hy 
turned my ſelfe euery way to rekn 
ledge that which'might beſt likenly 
I haue moſt willingly offred vatog 
calues and ſheepe {n-ſacrifice: 
willingly . barhed-'thine :Aulted 4 
bloud,butthar was too'tob ſmallay 
fring for thee. Ihaue, © Lordzlam 
ced mine harr,conſecrarted minealWhtih 
tion, yowed my thoughts, andhalh 
pluckt them from the verie bortomiſo't 
mine hearr, Thaue offered themmliifh 
thee with my voyce,whereby holly 
vnderſtood whatſocuer my ſoul 
defired, which was nothing elſe bullian 
pleaſe thee in all mine aCtions.Myanal 
ing out then hath bene my ol 


which thou diddeſt gratiouſlyi: 
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pes 722" 
s ro gather them 
Fes cel von And 
flrefore ry Lbra; Twill AF oe aL - 
Muſs King ty prote Feb 
wh eof tliy gl 154 
"2 Heare, 0 Brercifal Go#; my 
kgs , and recciue in g60dpart the 
re which refliticth' thy ho Re; 
i adit thy tec Encreaſs 
Stheatid courage: that T'ma y 
cryes! and: Tpiits'rothee:; 
*) Mich wereic iptieter Jehfe rh; 
hoſe which Bncerely call vp 
Wa the ſame*tome: for, all 
bs of felicities follow' mw contin 
I:Inc cnetheſaine,l ſay; Lofd,for 
Me heſFpromiifee "ic viieo) af "Goſs 
MI in "ai 
in rafts: aff-'thou hea) 
% hear C ſay taiic heart," ard 
X y mouth : for,l ſpeake nor vn- 
dt ee bur with mitic heart, which 
Etiouc, ſayitig ynto thee: O Lord, 
ly tate 1 fought thee fo carefully 
& bighe;\ borh in peace, arid. 
icrnefle, and it tronble! 
| ed nothitg inthe wotld, 
Kto' ſee'thy face, I meane nor, 
onto; thy divine face , wherein is 
— " L 111 : 
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| 24 A meaita.vpon the 


mpginred. .that. Paw Maie 
—_ ſhineth, as the laghrning, 


c [8 able to eide# 
Fold, bi bus yo face at the leaf 
1s couered and courtayned. y 
wothess which, althouzh no: m; ""y 
ble ro fe bur the vcric  hindery 
Ewa Y and that veric hard. 
yer.me thinketh. i ic. tro be moſt 
erfull, and maketh me beigny 
ſclfe.as,ir ere + Sichthen,O.Li 
thau;be that: increated. word: y 
hath crearedal.things which doth - 
of chy will, andthy will, a parroft 
Felfe, doth irnot repreſent ufelfey 
me,As, thy face;for metonote&1 
chin ch 2 earmamberany t 
nd excellent lineamencs of 
uigirie , which. ſhine;1 919! 
3n;cuery, part.thexeaf? ©. wy 
in Jouc, with. rhjs rare beautiey; 
ther hauc I any orher care &rhoi 
bur. thas I,.may enigy this: thy/pi 
ſence, which offcerh it ſelfe. 0p 
in.chy word, as in a. lookinggh 
thy'Deitic. þ::c , [1311594 ; ni of 
. 14:,Sceing then. that -thou-f 
mine holic and ({incere loue, ids 


me not rhen of Ks _ obicd 
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#f Danids Conſolation. 225 


fl fo8ificth and blefierh my cogirations 


andthoughts. And although my finnes 
thichare moſt faulce- and filchie raake 
hec:to.be diſpleaſed. ith me, yer L 
naſtliyanbly beſcech thee; porrd be 
awgy with me ,: necher tune thou 
ay this- thy: faire and . wonderfull 
fate/from me, For, rhou O Lord, art' 


n agry with none, but with ſuch as glo- 
"yl tin their fanes!, and fiubburnely 


&& in their: iniquiries, Bur L thy 
kerung;, my God, humble my-ſelfe be 
ſe.thec',: and do ackvowhedges. moſt 
myorihie finner rbar Lam, nor once 
#darcappeare mithy preſence, if thy 
buipg kiadnefſe did nor bring me in 


mo: thee, And'therfore thou art nor 
wy wiciet-me: for , if thou ſhouldeſt, 
wu myſt: alſo 'therewith reieR! thy 


Rercig whereumro I am. coupled, and 


ol ofat linked, as. thar as it cannot be 
on ſeperared from thee, fo.is it alſo now 


| 


alt link-d varo my repentance... 


ll 015 Andibcrefore thou-ſhouldeſt,if 


anigbcſo pleaſe thee, dwell and rc- 


one nick oe; and ſocing it hath li 


[4 


ddthee toalow me. farthy feryancy 


"2 $920 thruſt. me inzo: this combat, 
£ 


du ar Not t© kauc and forſake me 
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226 A medita.vpon the 7 þ/aln,Þ + 
in ir, for if chou ſhouldeſt, my deft FT 
tion would rurne to-thy ſhame, what 
on:chz other -fide,'my” vittorie \ 
rurne to thyiplories- And rherefin, 
O Lord; I'belcects thee 'to helping 
cucrmore. For, as mine-infirmitieſhi 
ueth commonly againſt me, foah 
haue I ne&d to hatre'continuall'laþ 
on euery {ide of me, For; ifthoukeyy 
thy ſelfe neuerifo.litrle: awhile fron 
me, my:ſoule will: euert vaniſh ay 
and ſo. will alſo my bodie; if my'ſdilt 
be'once gone. For: thou, O Lordit 
farre away more, the ſoule of np 
foule, then my ſoule, is the fouled 
my. bodie, I right well knowe tha 
thy Diuine Maieſtic hath a moſt 
worthie dwelling:place in mee, bit 
yer 1 humblie beſeech thee, diſdany 
not to come into it: for, where that 
once entreſt , all magnificence'# 
boundeth, and there is alwaycs hs 
nor ſufhcient where rhou art. And 
beſides, 'O Lord, thou receyueſti0 
honor by comming to: viſit me, WW 
E thy poorer ſername' am:honoredi 
thy preſence. Why fhouldeſt thi 
lcaue the glorious bright Heauety i 
and bright ſhining.Starres, andg-W 


5 SS =24 24-3 A-K.,; 


aids Con! Vario. 955 
Ai bites heere belowe, rd Teeke 
for nothing rhar can bee "fayd tobee 
jogorable-?* But;it is, as I thinke , be- 
lh « rhiok' Wu deſt have thind An- 
les kno Lots 'and 'yndetitand, - rhar 
Ie not, ro* prid vw "them 
Ms in obs magnificence, ſeeing 
rr og thy creatures, and thar thou 
make ' the moſt vite enhabi- 
rant 'on [the earth, as honorable ag 
nf one'of them, This'is'it why thou 
otineſt Yownie -frof the” heauten 
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nYl Fheatens ;* to' ime mertie vp \pport 
yn, 0d having rhe Iike'fecting'o 
> miſcries, thouccommeſt to reeſtabliſh 


Wi our atincient perft ion.” Ahd 

_— wee, as miich'as in vs ly- 

&i; h awe defaced the im; re of, the 

which? ha Weſt iinprit- 

mrvs; thom DR NS ject 
hdreconer flie liniainetits'sf our p45 
re'halfe defaced. Tt is thou then, 
62s thou waſt our Creator, ſo alſo, 

_ our Redeemer, and; as: thou' 

Pl liff bed oyr Farher ,* ſo af& w 

y fi ProteAor” ahd: defenger. 

"thou? © Lord Jwho3'al 

Hoke ed ac 'teieRed” "VS, Ft 

ſtcecched our thine armes;"amf 
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228 Anmedraypon ther afalm i - 
gathersd vs together vnder the vig fa 
0 pong iodncfte the 

+46.And ſo js ic,moſt Dp for Wi lar 


be oem mee, and my Mother that 
&c y. nurſed me, and brought me yy 
id abhorre mee,. when. as they: alt 
mee ſer my whole hart vpon tlice, ag 
lcaue the yanities'of this, world,, 
neucr looked on me, bur: vi} 
and beld. me. bur. for: eaſt 
brerhrens making muc Be 
into. dildaine : A = kinde and ſweet 
micic of my{iſters chaunged i into cot 
rewpr, and.che gratious meeting 
my degrcft. friends, were .curned ins 
moxbericn Whither .chen muſt: 
Koo 1ends cnrreare math 


rer:this ſoxr,. Sf a will.mine 


doo TREO MICs ole mouthes are; fi 
of gall , and. their tongs full of deas- 
K poyſon, 'Y whoſe, ardinarie. ati 
d, cxercifes are. 9 ing elſe bs 
9 E9TE apd, ſpcaking.ca 
cnnchoul ufly3 Rur even then, wif 
am moſt geuen yer, then.ar 
—_ Yate Eg cmbraſeſt men 


ag four 


of Danids, Conſolation. 229 


« hog powreſt vpon my heady 


tie creafuces of thy mercic, moſh 


largely. 
17; Now fecing i, hack pleafedehees 
:Blarge thy gragG;rowards may! 
L mightbe:conlcriigd ,rgach, me; 
beleech chee, how 1 may ſerua) thees. 
Learne me whac.thy law is, and how I; 
muſt dice my ſteps , that b may con»: 
ticually. walke a right, w that narrow: 
andhornie pach,;which.muſt condug, 
ig; the port afſaluation, .Forgir: 
whnglrhences O-Lordithat deft; 
and cafie way,, owed with: 
epleaſures of this world, and which 
bringeth ail choſe that followthe ſame, 
yat@deftruRion & darnation ., Shew- 
erefore,my God, thy way,for yn-: 
Fthaguide , 1 can ncuer ſtray, 
KimeO Lord. Llaysfor ifl go ve-! 


out of it, 1 amytcerly,vn- 


done, mine ;CAEMIECS ke 4, Wale: tO. 


ws me.;,.and to make me ſubicR,. 
onour me,and ſo conſequently, 
+QLord , becauſe they kfow, 

thar Lferygthee fanhfully. if 12.550 


Gn: tor; therefore jnco: 


hands, that they: may deale withi 
according to rhe hearrs defires 


$9 j 


230 Ameditacoph rhe '7þ/ithn, 
For then were mine honour at ane 
They haue already made ſtrongihig 
parr, ſuggeſte a thouſand accu 


oits, and franied/a' world of witne 
bilt their Jealings haue' ene 
dheir owne heads'; arid-borne with 
gainſt themſehies], for lying cating 
be hid , ſhe is full of crackes on eyw 
fide,& truth pictceth it on eu cy patt, 
For ſhe is made. of .many oddepeecty 
which fall away one' from another gþ 
ſoone as they arerouched, anditjoji 
poFng her ſelfe'vnto inocencinſl 
melceth away'as ſnowe' againſt. tk 
Sunne, ' iy 
19 - Bur although they had me ig 
as themſelues-would wiſh, oppreſſed 
with ſlaunders,quelled vnder the iti 
then of their inwries, yer would Tri 
forall that be diſcouraged; lhaiie ji 
OLord', 'ptr'my cruſt in} the beneſy 
and honours of this world ; for that 
almoſt alwajes the portion of thevijb 
ked aridareas it were ;, the rewaid 
of their-viifaithſulncfſe ;- difſimulaif 
ons,and wicked dealings- + this i tt 
matchandiſe which moſt commoiiſy 

hot -bougtit\ but" i:h/ this mort 
My tripe; © Lord, is oa 
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"of Danids Conſolation. © 551 
thee; the world is nor capable robe 
#leto containe-ir', the fruiteof my 
labors groweth nor inthe land of the 

ing,'bur/ tharwhich Þ looke toga- 
thettogether , O.Lord, is inthe land 
ef 'the living, there*ir is'that Thope 
rſee my feicitie, nay rather thine, 
myGod ; Others looke for the fruire 
after the budding and blooming time; 
butl'O-Lord , Jookefor it , after the 
fallof the leafe. For, afcer rhe leafe of 
the body ſhalbe fallen,I hope and rift 
tharmy ſoule ſhall bud mnew fruits 
beclothed againe- with the etterla- 
ting verdure of-:immorrtalicie for 
-0:And therefore; my ſoule, haute 
patience,and carry thy'ſelfe man-like,, 
rdoable thy courage valiantly , and 
arend: vntill my God comtnerh' vn-C 
wrhee © Be nor: aſtotiied' or affeard,. 
whethe'proſperitie of the wicked, 
neither be thou amazed to ſee' them 
opprelſe the godly , bur ſtand to! ir to: 
tie end And when thon'ſeeſt OLord, 


he iae1 at nor of my ſelf Rronginough,* 


ditme;: and lend nie (thy ſhoulders; 
lorfeare'the ditions of the'wicked: 


" Ae mee to depatt-from”"my ſtand 
«l | 


232 Amedita.vpon the 7 pſaln, 
where thou haſt placed me,ſeconday 
ferucntnefſe and zealc:, thathaui 

cou ragioully | foughg, 'ac , the. placy 
where mine enemigs-afſaulred mejl 
maybe fownd ay.tha gate-when thay 
opcneſt it ,t9:enter.with:rhee ing; 
umphzſicring at thy feet,when as thay 
ſhalr indge both the quick & che deal 
Then ſhall we ſze whara great chang 
there is berweene our life-and theny 
and what paiment tarrieth for they; 
they hauc had their fcliciric inths 
world , therefore-rthen ſhall ir beſail 
ynto them; Stand aſide ( for yeeon 
the re, and conſider thar yee ful 
render an accoumprt of thoſg beneſiy 
which were giuen you to keepg. » and 
be amerced for your abuſing of thay, 
Your habigarion.is prepared for ygud 
you deſerue ,depart 4nrd eyerlafiing 
paincs and torments. :yce haue beet 
many times $0!d of the rigous thette 
of,yct have you not ſo muchas at 
little turned away from -your curſed 
lives,&rherſore ſhall ye now focle 
ſeeing you-would noxas then any Wil 


feare it. And as forchoſc,0-Lordyalii 


have bene pacicntfor thy namesfilly 


and ſuffercd for thine honor, the rp; 
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an Conſolation." 275 
ofthe wicked, thou ſhale ſay vnrothe ; 
Come yee bleſſed ehildrenof my: fam 
tenenterinrathe Tabernacle.of glo« 
ritharyee. may indgewith bin: bath 
the quick avd the dead; Comfair chy 
ſelgnow therefore my ſoule,with this 
expeRarion'and: hope 8 truſt in Gods 
eyen-iti the/almichrie and.moſt; mer: 
ciful datitacyer forfoake the iuſt 


the oppreſſed 1 orange 7 
jd « bi vl FREISH '2 
: a wil as all times uh the 


d2 ,ngme, 0 Lord, 
TY whichbaſt c6- 
i , forred 'MmEe_ In 
1A, miſery,& bleſ- 
| Jed be. he for 
=Q A icucr,chatharh 

IEP '-;- halpen mein 
wa; "Reg Alk;hings hayetheig 

and all mens actions are diftri- 
by times and ſcaſans ,ichango 
forreſt, and reſt, for the tee 


b&i 
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234 A medita.opon the ” 
freſhing of rhe ordinary labour'ofihy 
living: neither can-anyithing 
nue withour reſt! m any vec 

gind:-trade ; Neurkchohehvrebe 
rule failerh, thar is}:doblefle,andfy 
eucr will blefic,thy name,” O Lord: 
theſunne riſing, twil praiſe thy naw 
and-athis gou p :downe, I will 
the ſame.,,: ar, will Ibegin bat 
cede ; and-at "Thatch 
| will I endthom:; (Oterexyitie ;Thay 
Wb nofecling of thee inthis world , by 
k | in this my will ; to 'ptaiſe arid eldki 


my God for euer , My, body mekah 
away with age » .and my forces yz 


i nh and decay. . but. my foule which 
if! . Mouth wind againſt humzinees 


nm Go WY ”PLSnR co Mascowe”rrmnun o co =ﬆr cz 


tuprion-, dos cly aroates, 
buvalſo dryer man 
affefion ;'For if I thinke to chem 


reſt, minehearr ſtirterh my ”_ 
AndifI Finke pp op my m 
ſouls is rea dycobredke out be 
my lippes, und forceably framethay 
voice-ro ſet foorth the gloxie and 
praiſe-of my God 7 My ſoule' who 
makerh thee ſo caget "eo praiſe 
God? Thou knoweft right well, n 

I alſo ſee ityery well ; that chouh ” 
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' of Danids Conſolation. '257 
hadihy being fromhim , and Jookeft 
byhim'es be glorified what vfliris 
makeſt chou with him' Thou giue@ 
miro him'apatcellof his praiſes ;'antl 
bythis meanes'thou Tookeſt rhar he 
ſhould affociare rhee with the riches 
of his glory. For from him alone, thou 
muſt hope ro haue ſome honor . : The 
heavens Thall pafſe , and weare away 
like an-old gatiment, and be changed 
wmer-change'a coutering,, Bur'God 
tall continue ill crigmphing over 
the deſtruRion of: the world ; The 

xceadlc arid mecke people ſhall fir 
him » and heare the trumphane 
ricotie/and conqueſts ,; and al}, fu 
of melodic'and rejoicing,” hall tofne 
 4x0npirm che erumpers'sf the 
4F 4 385: PIT 
-2.Ler vs begin therefore berime, 
tolearne to ling the praiſes of his glo- 
tie,magnifie him;and cxalchisname,' 
$high as our yoices will ſerue'vs; ler 
B trainc out our cries;ro the en#they 
may afcendashigh, ar'rhe leaſt as we 
ae able ro ſce, 'ſoas the ayre being 
ed withour ſongs,it may caty them 
oi the wings of the. winds ynto the 


11h 


lymiies which” ſhall be' Jong in Chi 


236 A medita.vporthe 7.»/aln, 
vrtermoſt parts of the earthgo the gl 
tharcuery one may be awakenedyig 
the. ſound of our notes, and reioyeay 
hearing che name ofi rhe Lord of hey 
uen and earth, thus ſounded curgwhy 
is the moſt faubfull and moſt aflyrg 
na of all rhoſe which call yy 

m Ut 


| . | | 5 11-3 £452: 
3; Thaue fought afterhim, andh; 
forthwith hath ynderſtoqd me.1kngy 
por  ſelfe whither ro.go, andakea] 
| adrurned mane, eyes on euery. fide 
and being forlaken.of the world,coul 
ſce noching which 1as able to hk 
me,l returned into my lelfe, andpith 
ly beheld my ſcKebewailing my cy 
AgIER: 2nd Fa - wh 26 SU 

courage and rengrb, 8 makingmi 
hcanroleapeour of the gulfe of heh 
uineſſe and tribulation , which hal 
wallowed..me-vpz ſaid vato,me zimlt 
me,for loc here am. Then ceiedl 
out and ſaid, O Lord, where art-thoy 
males haſt ro helpe me guickly.; Andl 
ad no ſooner ſpoken, but that hisſþlr 
rit deſcended ingo me, and as a firong 
and mighty wande driyerth the cloudes 
before it -, eucn ſo,did it drive front 
round about me,all manner of pricks 

an 
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affliti 
S ng ec tire and runne & nd 


$4"2( 
4& ethen,for the way fits 
hn 6h -eriery fide ihe thi 


eweth 
ſelf infall hart in what place 
ſeverwe arehe callerh vs viito him, 
i » ſoafcard of vs,tharwe would go 
as that he commeth' downe 
ob Neg 'ro Carry a lampe beforg 
Cher lipht voto'our feetghe is alſo 
lights,which more cleer- 
poke lighreth our ſoules then 
ourbodics., Forthe light which ligh- 
hog eyes,is to cauſe vs to ſeethar 
which veare'cither to foo ow or to ef 
—— ce bar chis Moe of alfgoadnefle 
bouritic! enh reneth O  oulen 
my of it ſelfe, Tow h faire, from vs, 
inddriveth away whatſoeuer may hurc 
nd offend ys. . Comic therefore , and 
bc thereyheo, for ſo long a as it 
incth Syn, ball c ES $0.89 
tight, and nor bing th able td 
rhutr, your firepgth Gat 2x Fin 
inyou , #nd nothibg ſhall-confound 
you : for if your finnes ſhllappearc,ir 
ſha] diſperſe them,andifyour encmics 
eome thither ir will ſend them back 
and vuertrow then, 
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'F Will. you ſee'a moſt, excelly L444 


woke of his oY and fngular me 
th hen. chi po 

Tor 3 Who C ite Sos Cn the 
vihappy mat', , yea ſuch. a on 
_ tliought ro be a man without altha 
Sf recouerie, the onely comſon c : 
miſe rics, > who hath hurayery.l 

| Tried 0 porn God, andhe fortliyj 


og dcliuered him ourg 4 ml 


o 


the ageing crein he was , heby , 


broughthim to the port ,: and fe 
himin aplace of ſafery. 

| 6 He ſendeth his angels ob 
his ſcruanrs. , who compaſſe thems 


bouras a moſt ure Buarde,: and wil 
Nog ſuffer then ro Qiure a re rol 
them, before ſuch timeasr EA ay 
rid them out of danger. For 1as he ule 
ſelfe is great, fo hath he :1ſo mighy8 
Krong miniſters, and although hed 
himſelfc is able; 70 49 all chings, # 
j ettiorwirhſtanding allbis gtear | 
e Executeth his by biaeropn hl fe” 
derning fon leſſer by the m 5; 
e meaner, by ihe highcr > and 06 
bigher by hnflfe | 
. 7 Taſtethou and conſider ality 
how kinde and fauourable his goo 


k 


| 
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eff jd mercy is,and how blefſedhe 

tterh his ;twuſtin bim!.:/The 
; $ _ all FY very: — ws 
anes,and yer ſhe ;ofren 


is Go ry-by reaſon of hu 144 0m 


s the giueth them the ſower with 

x re: » butour God commerhat 

vt call,, nay, ar, the firſt ſigne we 

| 8 RCA AL ourficſt: with; &ſo ſoone 
Mech vs, hiſt for his helpe3.he 

\ hk his. moſt ſweet delicare dugs 

| => of his bounty, vnro our 

thes,& ſtreamerh the ſweer wilke 

gace into'gur Jips, which ftanr 

ib& coolerhibe thicſtineſſe of our 

mity,8 quenched bheheat which 

 =—/640047 rhy yieers. &ſores; 

laeengendred in.our conſciences. 

x) 'Andthexfore,ſceing hes ſo good 

B&grmatious ynto. vs,and denicth.vs:no- 

Yu tharwe aske, looke fomwhar vn- 

Epyourſclues Lbeſcecb you, 1 ſpeake 

$3oyou, vpon whom he bath beſtow- 

$10 many benefics, whom he _—_ 

aaited with his holy bleſſings , and 

mome he bath ſer a parc to behis e- 

Fl *Ktanc partakers of his louc. Andbe- 

.yee offcnd him. not with your 


Ingfle, & thereby make you 


— — 
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- ynwotuhie COIN hroi 
gence: For, they rharfeare himivhi 
norhing,infearinghim/;; rhey'truſtly 
him;afid rhey feare him- with a fea 
 tharproceedeth of loue , not withi 
feate;xhar kc will do them ſome ill 
with afcare;not rooffend him,bini 
ther-witha fatherly reuerence,whoi 
fatre readier ro do yspood ', theiint 
are caretu'] ro.demauind of bim ,"Fe 
he knoweth of bimfelfe what is mil 
neceflary for ys,and preuenteth fon 
with cur dcfires , if they be agreeabs 
ynto his will. , and enricheth ys what 
we arc moſtpoore, and'makethvlh 
liant when we ate moſt weake,” | 
-9 * And contrariwiſc, the richinal 


of the world;whoſc goods he hathna} 


blefled, they-Iſay, are not wortlyd 
«heir riches, bur Rarue with their 
boundance, their goods meltinto " 
uerty , their-great nagnificencesy®# 
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niſh away into ſmoake , and becomwll dave 
like vnto a ſtreame,whoſe ſpring-ucul tur 


i dammed vp; his bed beconimel 
parched with drinefſe,the $skirrs of 
garments loſe their beaury , ang 
wees which he hath planted ona1%% 


Us] 


- 
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wher,and drie vp . Burſuch ashaue 
___ ynto God , and forſake him 
il got; and referre all vnto his honour, 
Woeuer war aty goog, thing, be- 
cauſe the ſpring head of all goodneſſe 
@ which is the loue of God, flowethouer 


IE their ſoules , and ſpreddeth it ſelfe 
* throughour all the parts of their bo- 


i +20 Now, fich that you ſee, that the 
i feare of the Lord bringeth ſo grear 
ul profic,and that his feare is it,which re- 
Te concijeth vs vnto him, his conciliation 
ve geteeth vs grace , cnlargeth our felict- 
ul ty; come ye vnto me, that I may learne 
"El yec how yec ſhall feare him asa moſt 
"good & merciful father, who neuer de- 
"ES nieth mercy vnto him which acknow- 
"F ledperh his finnes, and giveth himſelfe 

© ovalke in the way of well doing, 
*YF 11 Defire ye to pleaſc him , and by 
"YN thatrmeanes to live in his grace,thar 1s 
"I tofay,to liuc blefſedly, and paſſe your 
"YE dyes with a quiet minde, andaboun=- 
Kane of wharſocuer is neceflary for 
"Ys life, and yet togo forward on the 
"7 ofthis immortal! life , which at- 
*F *ideth vs after we ſhall be departed 
Jomhbence,Tobe ſhort ; defire ye his 


2 A medita.upon the pſalufl - 
bieſing , thar is to ſay , Fall al 
redproſperirie , which engendrahi”b 

' you ſpiritual reioycing , which laigh®* 
your hears continually open to brealifb* 
out his honor, & corcnredly to yeili®* 
benefits which he lendeth vnroli'® 
here in this world ? I will deliver a9 
vnto you in few words , how yeel* 
attaine vnto this meanes, For lk 
wherewith he is pleaſed,and what ah 
ons of ours they arc , thar are ail 
able vnrohis liking. s bh 

12 The firſt thing that ye ſhall] 
this; Keepe your rongue that i pry? 
nothing co the diſhonor of God,nanl® 
ter any bitter 8 angry ralke, Markwah's 
a ſmall and little thin member thuwÞ** 
& yet it 1s the ſterne of our life 
twrneth and windeth our ſpiric wage” 
way ſocuer it pleaſeth . For whenume: 
once filled with corrupt & hlrhy pen 
it carrieth the paſſions of our bungee 
from whence they are conceivegany rt 
intothe bottom of our vnd « bu 
and in ſuch ſort watererh rhem,%up 
they are like vnto an carcthen porn es 
much ſoaked in water,& ſo loſethua'r 
by the forme and ſhape of thoreng 
which God had breathed incoitonm® 


n 
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gor thatone ſparke of fire ſerteth an 
aholc houſe on a burning flame? Eucn 


-Mbche congue,as the baite of finneggi- 


vethir an entrance into vs,bringeth ir 
gdeafly in, & ſerring by that means our 
ſoules on fire, waſteth and conſumerh 
#harſocucr good thing is within vs. 
Letvs then commaund our Jps ro tc» 
ceive nothing bur the bare and fim- 


J &: crarh,and baniſh lying & deceit for 
Aeverfrom them.For,if we keepe in faft 


fhur , the wicked thoughts which may 
ariſe in our hearts, without giuing the 
gentzthey wall in the end choke them- 


tſclucs,cuen as fire that hath no ayre. 


$13 And therfore,let vs firſt of all, pur 
Sal lying & deceit farre away from vs, 


Mhorthe true praiſe which God lookerh 


for at our hands , is, that we ſhould i- 


be Mirate him as much as our nature 
of vilpermic., Now , he is the God of 


eg ud and of iuſtice , who can neither - 


x , 


, love nor make much of vs, ſo long as 


w. FH; 


jng which is contrary to him , ſhall 
inys. Secondarily, we muſt e+ 


= 
» -B 


wage ou: ſclues fro all fin wharſoeuer: 


ztocſchue il) , is the beginning to 


bo well: and alwaies prouided, that if 


( 


d inderh vs yoid of wicked intents, 
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hs fillvs with 5 rl n bde 
vs that which we ought ro with wh 
procure,and the thing which we ougiſſ® * 
principalleſt ro defire, he reachel whi 
vs. Andthatis peace,which he wolf ,! 
haue vs deſire with all our hearrs.FrpWWPle* 

eace with him , which is the ſho" 

fouſeof all goodneſſe , which weealſſ9 
neuer haue , except we yecld him 
obedience which we owe him , AW 
then,peace amongſt our ſclues ,wi oh 
out the which we can neuer hauehj, 
For, he hath commanded vs ton 
our neighbours as our ſelues,ſoas,fi neft 
Kead of this , we breath our nothins* © 
bur bloud & ſpoiles, whar peace wall then 
we haue with him, whoſe lawes ali" 
commaundements we infringe i 
breake > And wirhall , that warreisnwſſolu 
berrer then the bloſſome of injuſtic ſt 
which is, abhominable before God, 

14 His eye, which is this well ft left 
medand Jouing eye, beholderhnan "ry 
bur the inſt and righteous : his ligh 
enlighteneth none but them, nenhe*%r 
arc his miracles ſhewed bur in fauolt ebj 
of them , and his cares arc noropaſſ{e 
burvnto their praiers? and we mſn 


properly ſay , that his iuſtice isonl _ 
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Ef Gde, that exawineth the life of thoſe 


which offer themſclues vnro him, and 


' to. him recommenderth their prajers 
which arc of an vpright heart, 


15 And as for thoſe that take 
pleaſure in i]] dooing,he looketh vpon 
them indeed , bur it is with a furious 


"Mbuning eye, whoſe beames are like 


the arrowes of paines and miſerie, 
wherewith he woundeth their ſoules, 
fling them with feare and aſtoniſh- 
nent, beſides a thouſand other miſe- 
ties,which he laicth on them , as car- 
neſts of tormenrs which attend them. 


- Wtedreameth not of them otherwiſe 
{then of the rooting our of their me- 
Enoric from the face ofthe carth ,and 


yiuſtice ro waſh the arrowes of their 


; polution , which are left: for he ſufft- 
efcently knowerh rheir impenirenr 


hearts , which haue inſolently neg- 
k&ed his holy mercy, 

16 Now, the righteous haue not 
bdone, for they haue in good time 


Leffieturned vnto God , and calling vp- 


enhis clemencic, hauc in the end ob- 


aſfaned itthey retoyced therein, and 


I's 


Fitremained with them, asit were their 


portion , he hath deliuered them out- 
SIR M ii 


246 A medita.vpon the 7.þ/alm, 
of all their troubles wherein thef* 
were plunged, and receiued them wht” 
der his grace, as vnder a braſenyll8* 
ſo as no violent miſchiefe what 6, 
euer, can be able ro make them fb 
"hearted, | 
17 Vndoubted!y,God is marnelgy 
good & fauourable, thou mightecſtſy 
that he is alwaies fauourable vntothe 
afflicted which call vpon him, andfys 
fakerh him nor day nor night . Fornd 
ſooner hath our griefc & ſorrow hugy 
bled vs, and made vs know wharneel 
we bauc of him,bur thar he isbyadÞ, * 
by ready ar hand toſaue ys. And 
18 In very deed the righteous &Fj*:. 
MiQedwith ſtrange calamiries,and ny 
man might properly fay, that theya 
the very ſubicQt and marrer of miſe 
ries to worke on , there are ſoma 
miſchiefes come tumbling in, one 
anothers necke,to opprefſe them, Bit 
this isnot to any other end, ſauet 
make the mercy 'of God ſhine mott 
porinaty inthem , For the greattf 
that the tribulation is , the more 
the pitty and compaſſion ſhine int 
preſcruing of them, 
19 For he kceperth cuen che eſY*" 


n, 


ti »| 


F 
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aſt bone they haue, nay there ſhall 
notone haire of their heads fail, nor 


Meplickrin ſunder,bur by his expreffe 
Trill, ncither ſhould rhat cuer once 


come to pate, bur for their onely good 
and benefit, And yet more then thar, 


Wor he hath all their goods,and al their 
* Wrrade &rraffick in his proreRion , and 
'"Euhcoirpleaſerh him , he will mulciply 
Wiheir ſtore, cauſe his bleſſings flouriſh 


Lac 1 
= 
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iatheir houſes , and make their riches 
andpoſſeſſions encreaſe, according ts 
their owne hearts defire. 

20 Bur conrrariwiſe , the liues of 
the wicked ſhall be moſt miſerable, 
Andalthough for the prouing and in- 
uiting of them ro rurne ynto him, he 
lend ynto them the goeds and com- 
modities of this life , yer ſhall cheic 
Gaths be moſt lamenrable, yea ſuck . 
adeath as ſhall deliuer them vnto e- 
ternall rormients , and plunge them in 
the botromlefſe depths of mexringui+ 
ſhable fiers, there to be deuoured,and 
tever conſumed , and there continu- 
a languiſhing , without cuer dying. 
Is ſhall be the end of the wicked, 


mdof thoſe that make warre againſt 
md &ciuſt, 


M 1iy 
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21 Andin the meane while, 
poore ſeruants , whome thou haſth 
dearely redeemed from the hands d 
death and of ſinne,ſhal enioy theblel 
Fed ſaluation,which thou haſt purchs 
fed for them, and holding death an{ 
finne enchained ynder their feete, 
within the chaines of thy mercy, wil 
truſt in thee ſolong as they ſhall be 

this exile of the world, and after 

ſhallhaue departed hence, ſhall eniy 
thar eucrlzſting bleſſednefle whic 
thou haſt Sram & them,beholdingin 
thy face,this fountaine of brightneſk, 
bounrie, and beauty, wherewiththa 


framedſt heauen and earth , andalln 
them contained. 


Gruage not to ſee,Cc. 
Pſalm-37. 


S& | Ecing that the 

| prouzdence 
God , preſident 
\ | of the gouerne- 
ment. of the 
5 world , is tort 
nd ward cucryMaly | 
7 accor t- 
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according to his deſert, I am ſomtimes 
aſtonied to ſee, how thoſe men who 
bendtheir whole ſtudy to do il;receiue 
ſomany fauours in this life , & exceed 
and abound in ſo many ſorts of bene- 
fs.But as mine heart began ro breath 
our deſpightful words,and to be angry 
within itſelfe , me thought I felr the 
ſpirit of God comming to me to touch 
me,and yery gently pulling me by the 
eare,laid vntome; Alas gentle poore 
wretch,thou vndoeſt thy ſelfe with wa- 
dingrto farre 1n this ſo deepe and dan- 
gerous diſcourſe : comforrt thy ſelfe in 
me,and enuy not the proſperity of the 
wicked, neither be thou icalious ouer- 
thoſe that worke iniquity. 

2 For, that which thou rakeſt ro be 
their chiefeſt feliciry,is buta very ſha= 
dow,a falſe & counrerfet image,which 
wil loſe it ſelf whe it is berween their 
hands, and flic away from them when 
they thinke to haue ir moſt ſure, As 

aſſe which hath bin cut downe with 

fithe,withereth in a momenr,cucn, 
ſoin a momenr; ſhall the magnificece, 
ofthe wicked loſe that glorious ſhew,, 
&wax pale & wan,as if they were tain-= 
td. The herbs & A" inthegard{s 
3TH6.;þ \Y 
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250 Amedita.,upon the 7.pſalm, 
arenot ſoquickly withered , as thay 
ſhalr ſee the rirches of the wicked. 
cay and come to naught:haſt thouner 
conſidered the Etnerocal),a very beat 
tifull flower truly for one day , which 
in the morning hath a freſh ruddy cv 
Jour , and keeperh his fine ruddinefſe 
all day long , and art euecning becom- 
meth ſo'drie & withered,as that aman 
would thinke, it had beene raintedby 
thelfie teeth of the winter ? Euenks, 
the proſperitic of the wicked, if their 
roſperitie may be ſo called, is buta 
Lnghing or ſmiling decciuer of a 
ourward apparant feliciry, and maybe 
moſt properly likened ynto this flowre, 
for it wi erect ſoſuddenly,alrerethin 
ſo ſhorr atime, & is transformed into 
ſuch a faſhi6,as is wonderful to behold, 
3 Purthy truſt therefore in God 
belecue verily, that the inſolencied 
the wicked ſhalneuer be firme,ſolong 
as the iuſtice of God ſhal rule & reigh 
and belecue alſo that the inſt ſhallne 
uerbeforſaken, in whar afflitionſo& 
uer they be. And therefore be not df 
couraged, bur continue in well yo 
for he that ſhal perſcuer,ſhalbe ſaved 
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of Damids Conſolation. 252 
hath giuen thee,and content thy ſelfe 
with the graces which he hath beſtow- 
edypon thee ,neirher enter thou into 
oye: with him, for thou ſhalt find 
iath'end, that the riches of the wicked 
arcbutiny keeping of their own hids. 
4But reioice thou inthe hope which 
thou haſt in thy God, 8& pur away the 
ceuous care which polleſſeth thine 
art, & which as ruſt conſumeth the 
ſame , For when thou ſhalt hauc once 
powred out thy ſpiric,and lifted vp thy 
thoughts vnto the Lordghe wil accom- 
pliſh a!l thy deſires, and make thee en- 
toy whatſocuer rhou wouldeſt wiſh. 
5 Neither come thou before him as ir 
were waueringly nor miſtruſtingly, ne 
hidethou thy choughts from him, bur 
hy open vnto him the very botrom of 
thine heart,and diſcouer ynto him all 
thy waies and cogitations . For it is 
impoſſible for thee to decciue him, 
and a dangerous thing to trie him. 
For he ſeeth ond Jig ol hinges 
eſpecially ,a double and vnbeleeu; 
heart , which he abhorreth of all = 
reſt,but recetuerth and embraceth the 
45 and humble ſpirited man ,hea- 
kth þis praiers and graunterh hin 


4 
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252 A meaita.vpon the 7.p/aly, 
before hand thar, which he is derernj- 
ned to craue. 

6 For he thar ſtandeth in his grace 
and fauour , ſhall neuer want either 
wealth or honour, if thou pleaſe him 
once , he will make the glory of thy 
righreouſnefle ſhine as a cleare ji 
and cauſe the equirie of thy iudge. 
ments , ſhineas brightas the ſunnex 


noone daies , For cuery man ſhall ſee 


in each place , the people following 
thee, blefling thine houſe as a temple 
of juſtice, commending thy ſpeechs 
an oracle.and reuerencing rhee,as the 
very cauſe of their tranquillitie andl+ 
bertic. All men ſhall exalt thine inte 
grity,as the Tutrix of all good men,& 
fure defence of the affli&ted, And yet 
thou ſhalthaue more than all this fot 
thou ſhalt recciue both honor and 'gl- 
rice , and therefore humble thy ſelke 
the more vnder the hand of thy God, 
and acknowledge rhis benefit ro come 
from him,& ſo yeeld him homage.No# 
y homage which he requirerh of thee, 
15 nothing cl{c bur thy month &hands 
Thy mouth , to offer him praiſe and 
thanks,and thy hands to ſerue himac+ 
cording to his commanndements. * 
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ie authoriric of their maiſter,ſhall be 
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7 Heere yee ſee what the ſpirit of 
God, as me thoughr, ſayd vnto me by 
word of mouth, which I will communi- 
care with you my friends,and make ye 
parrakers of theſe holie aduertiſemets, 
tothe end, thar if ye ſhall ſee any man 
hereafter proſper in his affayres, and 
blaſpheme in his life, ye be not offen- 
dedrherear, neyther be ye angric and 
gieued in your ſclues, if ye ſee a man 
that dealeth vniuſtly, abound in all 
kind of wealch, + 

8 Be ſtill therefore , and qualifie 
that bitter humor which pricketh and 
hammereth ſo in your heads, and rhen 
no doubr, ye will neuer hane rhe harr 
todo him any hurr for all this, For,the 
requital] of good men,is not only ro do 
- good,burt ro requite alſo good 
eui!], | 

9 Andall ſuch as are carried away 
with an impatient hear, ro the procu- 
= anothers hurr,and all they, who 
inſtead of Jeauing ynto God the re- 
venge which he reſeruerh vnto him- 


ele, will vſurp the ſame, ſhall be roo- 


tedour for ener : and as infolent and 
lucie ſeruants, which take ypon them 


254 4 meaita,upon the 7.þ/alm, 
ſhamefully and hardly puniſhed, Bur 
hee that poſſeſſeth his ſoule in pai. 
ence, and conſtantly artenderh the 
idgement of God, he will commend 
and blefle his obedience, and aft 
that he hath puniſhed the wicked far 
their ynmercifulneſſe,he will alſo con 
fiske their goods and poſſefſions, anl 
make himſclfe maiſter and pollelſa 
of them all. ; | 
$10 Wait bur awhile, and yee hal 
ſee the time come, rhat hee whome 
yee hauc feenc ro be ſo mightic and 
reat, and benefited himſelfe ſogreah 
, by his ſinnes , and by his wicked 
and craftie deuiſes , ſtored vp an th 
finice number of goods , and as het 
him-ſelfe thought , was in the ye 
way to heauen , ſhall paſſe away lik 
a running brooke, where the wat 
feeteth away in grear billowes, whett 
nothing ſhall bee ſcene ſaue mute 
and dirt, and there ſhall not 6 
mayne onely ſo much, as any malt 
of the place where hee had beets, 
nor no more remembrance of him, 
then of the winds that blew the ſow 
mer paſt, . urs 
| 11.38 
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of Danids Conſolation, 255 
x7 Bur contrarywiſe, humble and. 
mercifull men, ſhall enioy his place, 
be the ſucceſſors of his wealth, and 
reigne moſt afſuredly in the land, lea- 

his goods in ſicceſfion to his 
ildren, and peace ſhallbe with his 
an inheritance. A rich peace, and 
a plenrifull inherirance, which fauou- 
reth all che reſt of che £00.1s, withour 
thewhich all che remaynde- is naughr 
elſe bur cormenrt and afflition. A 
peace that is ſweeter rhen oyle, and 
the honie rhat is moſt fiveer , which 
haccheth in chy boſome all maner of 
_ and delighres , which ma- 
vertue ſprout our flower, and 
nouriſherh and ripenerth his holic 
fruires. 
12 Now this peace is the gift of 
Gad, and none can geue it vs, but his 
panefſe, and nothing can moue his 
ro doir, ſauc the reformati- 
of our wicked liues. For, ſolong as 
is warre within vs, and finne, 
which is the ſeed of diſcord, ſhall 
we with ys, we can not hope, or yer 
oe for either peace or reſt, Bur 
ehtrariwiſe,if we can be ar peace with 


60%, we ſhallbe ſure to be forchwirk 


256 A meaita.vpon the 7.0ſaly, 
at peace with men, and be in firm, 
and moſt aſſured reſt, 

13 Iright well know, that thereyll 
be alwayes ſome wicked men, whok 
abhominable wills will go euen to the 
graue with them : And I right wel 
know, that they wil euer hauc a watch 
full cyc, ro ſurpriſe good men,  andto 
rakepait againſt them: they will gna 
their teeth at them, and grin likers- 
ring Lions, for their hatred is ſo & 
treame againſt the good and godly, a 
that when they behold them,they cal 
downe their countenance , and att 
more like beaſts then men, 

14 But the Almightie God, who 
hath ordeyned that which hath bene, 
ſhall be,and muſt be, and whoſe ord- 
nances are vnchangeable, laugherhto 
ſcorne theſe their deuiſes, and ſmilti 
at the vaine deuiſes of cheſe miſerable 
falſe wretches, which ruſh into the 
ayre, and flouriſh with their ſword 
againſt the winde: he ſeerh their ed 
draw necre by degrees, which willca 
ric them away as a great whirlewinds 

15 For, when as they ſhall thinke 
them-ſclues robe maiſters, and make 
a reckning ro hauc all in helen 
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ef Danids Conſolation. 257F 
hands, then ſhall they be in greateſt - 
danger, Ye ſhall ſee theſe miſerable 
fnners with their naked ſwords in 
their hands, bending their bowes, and 
taking rheir ayme ro overthrow the 
innocent : They will make their pare 
ſtrong, diſpoſe of rheir people, lay 
their ambuſhes, haue their watch- 
word, and in aiollitie and merimenr 
will ſay in their harts, Tuſh, wee haue 
him now in hold,he ſhall neuer eſcape. 

16 They will maſſacre the poore, 
the needy,and innocent, and take yp- 
ponthem to roote out all ſuch as are 
of an ypright ſoule and hearr, For, it is 
they, with whom they meane to deale, 


tis they, whome they bid watre vnto, 


becauſe they ſtop the execution of 
their purpoſes, and whoſe innocencic 
ka perpetuall reproch vnto them. 

' 17 They haue already pur their 
knives ro the throats of the poore in- 
nocents, their blowes were numbred, 
they had ſhot their arrowes, and the 
traine had already take fire,and loe, by 
a wonderfull accident , the poinrs of- 
their ſwords are turned vppon theyr 
owne breaſts, their owne arrowes ſtab 
them, their bullers rebounded, and 


lighted vpon them-ſelues, their boyes 


brake all ro ſhivers in their hands, and 


nn the end they were ſlayne withther 


owne weapons. Thou haſt ſayd 6 Lord, 


alwaycs right well, that wicked coun- 


ſels light vpon the authors of them, to. 


thetr owne deſtrution., Thou aſt 
rightly foretold, that the wicked ate 
rakE in their own ſnares, and chou haſt 
rightly fore-iudged, that the wicked 
in the end abide rhe ſame puniſh» 
ment which they had prepared far 
others. 

18 lt is not therefore, 0 Lord, the 
worldly power,greatneſſc,& authoriy 
which make men happy, neither yet 
the troupecs, nor the armies which 
aſſure them, & make the conqueron, 
For, rhar little that the iuſt man hath, 
who by his finceritic hath obtainedtly 
grace, ſtandeth him in better ſtcad, 
then the-aboundance of all forts df 
goods which the wicked do any wi. 
get, ſtand them in ſtead. The licle that 
aiuſt man hath, ſwelleth & riſerh as 
pecce ofdough,8&his force redoubleth 
againſt the charge, cuen as the arme 
of a Palme tree doth: for his ſtrength 
taketh rootc in thee,who art oy 

atiof 
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of Danids Conſolation, 259 
dation of all force and power. 
19 Bur, as forthe arme ofthe fin- 
ner, hoy ſtiffe and ſour ſocuer ir be, 
et ſhall irbe ſhwucredinpeeces, and 
ls ſtrength ſhallbe rroad vnder fecr, 
for, it is bur a vaine outward ſhewe, 
which ſwelleth and pufferth it ſelfe 'p 


3s 2glaſſe in the furnace, for it 13 put- 


fed vp by the blowing of the worke=- 


man, groweth and looketh very cleare, 
but che more it groweth and waxeth 
bright, the renderer and britler ir is, 
ſo as it breakerh in peeces with the 
firſt knocke ir hath , and after the 
noyſe of the breaking and fall, there 
& no more ſcene of ir but the ſmall 
peeces, Bur as for the iuſt man, he is 
compared vnto a Diamond, for the 
more it is rubbed, the clecrer it 16 
And that, which afflition takerh a- 
way from an innocent man , is no- 
thing elſe bur his beaſtlineſle, his or- 
Qrezand his excrements : for, the na- 
kedder that he is, the more beautifull 
__— 
_ 20 Laftly, wharſocuer ir is that 
God layeth ypon the godly, it is alto- 
gether for their ſaluation.For,he kno- 


vethboth the dayes & the life of thoſe 
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260 A medita.vpon the 7.pſaly, 
thar are pure and cleane, and geuah 
ynto them that which 1s needfull for 
them, Their bleſflednes is preparedfar 
them from all erernitie, and ſhallpol. 
ſefle it vnto all ercrnitic, Not as a 
earthly inheritance,bur as an heauen. 
ly inheritance, whoſe ritches are in 
nite anderernal,an inheritance,which 
being deuided amongſt all his chi. 
dren, wi'l continue ſound and whole, 
for euer and cuer,whoſe pats ſhallbe 
as great as the very whole enheritice, 
For, this is that glorious enherirance, 
which enriching ſo many people, fl 
leth all with eternall bleflednes, and 
remayneth alwaycs one, and alwayes 
infinite, 

21 Now, although the hope of the 
ſeruars of God be not ried to the cant, 
yet neuerthelecſle, ſo long as they hal 
be here in this world, yet will not God, 
letth:m want that which is neceſſarie 
for their lives. For, whenſoeuer theil 
time ſhall come, and that vengeance 
ſhall riſe vp againſt men, and that the 
warers ouerflow, ftormes reigne, and 
heauen poure downe fire like rayne, 
yet ſhall the righteous be then arreſt 
and peace in the middeſt of the tem- 
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peſts,dry amongſt the ſhipwracks, and 


ſafe and ſound in the hoteſt of the 


flames. And againe, whenſoeuer any 


hideous famine ſhall come to deuoure 
thepeople, yet ſhall they have Manna 
rayne downe from heauen to ſatisfic 
them. For, the wrath of God is bur a- 


. gainſtthe wicked, and his anger isnot 
kindled bur againſt them, Bur as for 


the godly, the neerer that they thinke 
them-ſelues vnto danger, the neerer 
are they vnto ſaluation and health. 

22 It fareth not with them, as it 
doth with the enemies of God, who 
are mightely exalted and honored on 
bye, that their fall might be the grea- 
ter, and the more ſhamefull, becauſe 
no man can leape a great lJeape, but 
ſuch aone as Rinderh, very hye. The 
falls of hye Towres ſhurter all to pie- 
ces, and are oo as it were vnto 
duſt, Howbeir,it is farre worſe withthe 
wicked : for when they haue once had 
their blow, they fall not only ynro duſt, 
but yaniſh into ſinoke, nay they be- 
come nothing ar all. Behold how the 
cludes come foorth as if it were the 
thunder our of the mouth of a great 
Cannon , they grow into heapes, in- 


ked, whoſe ſubRance is nothing ek 


 ſocuer they are able ro do, fortothink 


the 
'Tadycall humor of his life is cu 
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262 A medita.vpon the 7.p/a 
creaſc,and lyc our ſo broad and thi 
as that a man would ſay, they waulf 8. 
Ell che emprineſſe of the ayre, wifi 
roll yp the Sunne : Bur after thy 
haue by little andlitcle gotten hight 
ypgyc ſce them by and by rowaxethi 
and in the end ſcatter, and conſume, 
ſofas a man ſhallnor ſee ſo muchasay 
Gene or roken that cuec they hadbn, 
And ſuch is the mightineſfle of the wi 


- + 


bur finne, and whoſe mouing is ne 
thing bur vaniric, it growerh fuddan- 
1y,and it is gone as ſuddainly,and what 


ro conſerue the ſame, they canbyn0 
meanes any way further it. 

23 They borrow and neuerpay + 
paine, all is fſh chat commethrone, 
and all is theirs that they may game 
by, neither leaue they any thing bs 
hinde, which they are able to car 
away and yet notwithſtanding,all ths 

rofiteth them nothing, for, asthe# 
 pakapor's: ofameates fatteth nothin 


we 


thatis ina conſumption, becauſctie 


euen ſo is the bleſſing of God, 
is the roote of all proſperitic Jak 
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of Dawids Conſolation. 26g 
holden from the wicked. But con- 
-waywſc, the iuſt , which is merci- 
\all,and full of compaſſion, geueth his 
goods, and dealeth liberally, diſtribu. 
teh his money, and is as the courſe 
and _—_—__ a linely water, which 
nener dryeth vp. 
724 This is a bleſſing which is pro- 
name of God, that they ſhall enheric 
the land, thar is to ſay, they ſhall haue 
'a good title vnto the land, as irwere 
'by enherirance, And although the 
ace-ſtriuven agaynſt for ir, yer thall 
they neuer loſe it. For they are as 
Gods deere children, whome hee 
- I hath created, and therefore they ate 
1*Y of a good and ſure ground, that they 
dB ſhall hold the ſame. Burt they which 
Wy blafpheme agaynſt his name, are diſ- 
FF inhierirced of his grace, and as vn- 
thankefull children, depriued of theyr 
fathers inheritance , ſo- as they ha- 
ling his curſe, cannor chooſe 'buc 
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© 25 Por, there isno ſaluarion in this 
-yorld, bur by rruſting in God, and by 
-commirting our ſclues vnto his ruirt- 


'l For, he fodireRerh the wayes of a 


_ 


miſed ynto all thoſe thar blefle rhe 


264 A meaita,upon the 7.p/aln, 
good man, and ſo guideth all higadj 
ons,as that it is impoſſible ro beamey 
ded, He aymeth his will ar godlinelk 
and turneth away his cycs from 
bayres of finne, he bringeth backy 
windings and crofle wayes of yoly 
tuouſnes, into the broad beatenh 
wayes of yertue, and ſerreth ir int 
way of his commaundements, 

26 For, this is a faire and imo 
way,whercin are no ſtones,ne yetley 
for it is altogether playne and ſmook 
So as although the wicked one, or 
father cf lycs caſteth his leg before | 

iuſt man tomakehim trip & Runbli 

or yer ſet a ſnare for him,thou thy lili 
O Lotrd, ſtandeſt hard by him rol 
him vp againe, and wilrnot ſuffer il 
to be fruſhed and cruſhed. And wi 
thy mercifull hand, yea cuen with 
moſt genule and euen hand, thous 
reſt him vp,and redreficſt him, 

27 I haue bene yong and nova 
old,and yer asfar as Ican remembe 
can not call to minde that cuer lm 
God forſake the righteous many 
his children driven to beg their bred 
Well may he haue ſometimes all 
Trouble come ypon him, to prove : 


ge Confelation. 
—__ rotry his firengeb, but 
zand tocteroth: on _—_ 
Baran zofhim.. ; 
N bins fone 'a man” that ack 
anon ig alldiy Jong' bur- 
m1 o asa\man would haucſa id 
+ raken great pleaſurs: bn 
| reload tis goods, and: yer 
mc abounilad, in weakh then c- 
em == He reſembled 
yy a-pumpe, 
bh aft P a7 
TC herevl ag abpdo beg. 
i Cnctle ſhould beirdlir, And fo, 
—_ man geuethz'and God 
hwith filleth him againeghis poſte- 
with feeleth-no want ot hisJargenefle, 
It of God ,:cauſerh his 
eco ud fore ouen as rhe Sunric 
bmhe frans of che-carch, and 
hndrd far cae: 154 
Sev then that God is ſoggod 
if thou loucſt to haue 
mo 'berhigake thee how. thou 
Welt plcafc him, for,:iv is-theiveric 
Weatte Tf emrnehim from doing hurt, 
i to-do n—rGoby loucth fuch 
aSimitaterh him : for Joue com- 
ah of reſemblance, and his ations 
N 
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arc. ro do good, for, te vuſicrhb 
ſelfe abour nothing elſe ,-and 
ganchis worke cuen. fromthe 
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'do bke vhico him, and ſo lohg) 

hall:dwell herein this wo &'v 

hea: aunred vs meanes'tol 
Blorie , and for. they 


neighbors, let vs neg S | 

ofgurnne all pp both 

-and the othet,and in:ſodoi 18,Mel 
- be ſtire troabteyne bis fauow (1 
the richeſt treaſure 'that we pal 
can tecouer, Y3 

o For;there is nothin ng ore” 

ſeth him ſo much,as ro d | 
.and iuſtly: for thereby, 'we 

his .warkemanſhip , as n_uch as 
Hyerb, and-allow of his wiſe counk 
rendring -vnto euery.man that 
[3s appoynted him, and diftributg 

_ the vniuerſall law of the |; 
we call Natwre', and to chit , 
when we 1udge others; 

 his-powet, and Jooke what « 
wegeuc ezainftoditrs, the 

- alſo geue againſt vs, whE as; 

cr into his wa to iudgethe 
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| ger Terr be cans e corrupt- 


we do, buc will Foe YS. cots by 


xſake 

& ages, be will RE LI k0- 

ir at the end, and couer, them 

be vniuft dealing of men, and 

To nll cx} poſe enter into his idge- 
"Y met ſeare, to iudge all thoſe thar F 


[nd there will h 
tA ere will he pronounc 
. ie gems againſt the voiuſt, & 
Gethe wicked riſh. They ſhall be 
d in infernall paines, where 
yr be heard houle amiddeſt 
-+5>va08F] andthe paine ſhall Lina 
: (& abound oue theirheads, c 
0 rac ofteriric z and their childr 
" Baldray their farhers f en 
ll (hex fe) pare-of their miſeries,, * .. 
q”; And at rhar time ſhall che g1 
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the rightuous'man? ſhall they] 
goods whichhehath ſcraped ani þ 
chedrop cther,or the caſtles 0 in I. 
Tt houſes "whit & bee? hath bule?l 


bs they: are fruites moſt vayort 
Juchatree, which will wither a 


the very firſt feelin ofa BM Fi |} 
fivires 'that will fall at the firſth | 
Nomoathey: are thoſe ran 
ſauouring Ablicd wh 77 roe hl 
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the diuine wiſcedorne,, They th alk 
bolic and religious thoughts, ms mea 
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heh. $406 bi mi) 
Lg, 0 ver hall opeavig hi 
het rece T bange beames 9 theb 
oſt, bn hich ſhall animate; j ub | 
thouſand gratious and vertyou Ink 
ONs, as the fruit of life: and þ 
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nay come ynto the aboad 6-7 your hy 
reGodwillcexalr ye far aboue this 
+ ie world, yea, far abouc his glo- 
ri : for, he will cauſe you 
os We in-rriumap h; and make” 
ze the land purge: of rheir ini 
” ie;aſſigned our for the portionof” 
com rr Ronyed ro ſe 
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an | : 44 euch rhen: whenhe is clothed: 
fy = &render boughs, and: 
del | his. new buds and'bran- 
phe [= pisthe wickedmiintheſtregrh 
lover ofhis pomp &:magnificence. 
BY Bur asl paſſed by whereas Lhad: 
bh Miin;l was abaſhedthatl could ſce 
no-miore;for T ſaw the place ofhis 
pamefic, & it was became bkevaro 
thok meſlc, I demaunded- what was 
neSf bim thax was ſo-luſtic/ and: 

N uy 


272 4 wedatapedebemgdh 
brauc;and that was:foxedoubredia me 
feared)and Ibe,-there-wits mor any 
ther could'rel] me:whar:was beta 
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41 It fare norwith himasd 

with the reprobate, who 3s for 6 : 
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Vek SE ED it 
ir. zruſt inhim, hay 


| help them! our of the, 
eſt part of the battell, yea,and. 
oh they. mere enuironed-on;C» ; 
exwill he come anddeluer, 
ir were by his miraculous po-.. 
rerand might he will runne chrongh | 
ky aſc,ro pluck the righteous ous - 
hehands ofthe wicked, Why doe | 
£ Lond; atrer-ghis:mannes, ſo af-. 
afionarcly. ſuppore; the. $2: 
Joo. », ipis becauſe, thas thave:: 
aur wholearuſt, and; ganbdence 
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274 Amnederny yo om 
and\metcifull ; 
ſed "thee for rg fir Feerd | 
wicked to enioytheweakh wr; | 
of this world, and to' ſer theyr fox 
i the throats of good and pob'ifl 
ly men , and ſuffereſt them} 7 | 
curſed threats, arid craftie'denils, | 
ro rorment| thy good and inhocer'i- 
ſeruatits, Frame webefeechth | 
s ſo, as that we be 
ded ar their proſperitic, and tis " 
ule theyr deceyrtull rirches, hd 
ragiouſly ro beare wharſocuer allti 
tion thou ſhalt lay vppon vs, paciett 
ly-attending till thou ' ſhalt ce _ 
iudge theyr conſciences, and ſean 
oft the bottoms! of their counſ] 
and with the ſcucritic of rhy iuf 
imprint vppon theyr Porehadh ie 
_ thame which they have juſtly del 
ued'; abolithing heir infamous me | 
njorie from aboue the earth, deſtined 
ynto theffefuiceof hy: gtorie+ and 
che- meane' while * fo *to' —_ : 
hares, as that we truſt innoneb 
thee, and'makenoreckning of w 
ſocuer is here in this world, ro ſet® 
loue thereon, Bp ty grace al 
bleſſing. - | wy 
= v 14 kr 
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ed -xf __ Ine 0 Lore oe, ; 
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of all 

ers wher-: 

M = of che0 wicked: ac= 

on them's 7707 cuſe mee.,Deliuer 
nee; ©:Lord, from the hands of the 

te Ws and- from decciptfull 
ets lhv they haue aſſembled e em-' 
-Y | | ;miſchicfs 


$:rhou bon duinclaicy, poem; 


&; ſeareereſt-tho 

4 ron day ' voto yrs innocehr, 

+ bo me alirdlo,&r oor cone 
FU ivftand chac eruch pierceth through 
(rn their ray wgling; 


276: A medita.upon the 7 þ/alw, 
and makerh way to appeare bell 
Judge, the only comfort of the affis, 
reds oc wot If : h 
2 Thou arrmy firengrh andy 
fenco,'and ach w- 
mine innocencie,.:I made ri adi 
ſs|fe rofght againſt the craftie daw- 
me, and have. dreamed pfarhbulp 
PINE W1MTe ps ; 
do make. an} accompr righth ty 
deduct my reaſons, Bur when 
10: 1! EC Wiedge: 
eauſc,as myGodzmy gardian,ge le 
nated: Las ad lens. | 
ſthes ? for 5 my-ludge non 1 
zbc truth of che fa: and : i'd | 
eanbehidirom him who's p Jenn 
all things ?aniwhat can aoy.madn 
elarc and fhew yoro him that nog | 
hliſhed lawes, and vnto wlionie:itbe if 
| 


A 


| { | 
longeth to. interpret; them? Lehonblh 
fore pur wy ſelfe into thy arney ap N? 


Gad, wy ſtrength, and.xcfuges{l F 
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me, and ſeeing 
not 


J #ebcrithtiiframthebonds of theſe: 
t accuſations: For:now, O' Lord; 
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273: 4 medita.vpon the 
Ms is vndone. 1 Leſeech = 
_— x Fer be rr» ruth 


wr Gn Y my life bel on 
= youth, hands I made muchofthel 
e&y hauebene _ ,my Lord, wl 
ry led and'g me before th 
and preſented 'me ynco thee -vppai 
thine holic mountaine, ſer me-mily 
middeft of Sarge pet 
me.into 
honerable Hae inthine pane wil 
4 There it is $ Lordy where Tha 
hab y manſion,and mineaboads 
with, hes My reſt, 0:Lord, is 
thee, and glory is to 
Afuring my ſelfe then vpon 
pore & tay, andruſting inthy'g 
Iwill preſent my:ſelfevmo thee, wiſh 
knoweſt my conſcience, and'i -inliey 
wag ir, iudgeft ir, in iudgingins eſit6iY; 
ir;.and in cſtceming of ir; thi 
—_— the — | 
mine r, and of ml 
goexnto thine: A hicth which}baveW || 
yÞroblefle &fanRifie:rhy rare. 
callyppon thee my God, which: 
my youth with jadnefic,and iolpis 
winch c holic- tame of 
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lic Amo heape yponme plea» 
ANG Of. 

in "therefore will 1 found our 

pn mine harpin minchand,the con- 

of thy magnificence, and rune 

my voyce the ſweet nores of thy 

ne while 1 wit fing thy immea-' 

le power, onewhile thy excer- 

wroodnelle, and another while thy 

ecclemency arid m'the endl wil 

| rooms iuſtice which 

lath ſaved me fr6 the oppreſſis of the 

, and made the ſhame of heir 

dpurpoſes, rebound &leape vpo 


| ( derpnc faces. Why wile thou then 


a foule, why vexeſt thoumee 
eakeſt in ill. oft rc the oppro- 
ewicked, as if 


grorch = into the water 

er be extinquiſhed, then 

d reports of a maſi'that' 
ladehan innocent life. be 
$ Truſt therforeinGod;d'my foiile,) 


Creloyce in his fauour, for 1 right well 
Wd he is well pleaſed with his 


by my lips, All my life long 
| prayſe bs, and declare and 


280 A medita.vpon the 7 pſaln, 
confelle him. ro be the Gad of myb, 
the Gcd of iuſtice, God, the toro 
the innocent, God, the. fachgy. 
ration, and God, mine 

Lwill haue mine eye alwayes fixedyy 
him, and.my face continually wag 
towards him : for, I haue ane 
aacion Cie hiee-.Q, my. God,wh il * 
cheſt out thine armes. yato ivy 
$5ok, whe: bal anayes recom he 
into thy protection, ed; ad if 
Fea tn the iuft mio Wy x "J 
red, graunt me, O Lord, both cans 
fprt and courage, to the endl 


raking my ; ſpirzts vnro me , 
which were; halfe in |a Jdead-ſlewe 
throu h afflition , m riGe this 


© 


Pſalme, 4s. Re 
<SLOr > vitw/tnec all yer 
Faronge met diawe' 
K&S neere 'yeeiþe 
Yate farthe 
yt from al coafly ro: 
Beard thar which ye ſhall neuer heare 
alſhathete. Paſle ye rhe ſeas & moun-" 
Hlernor nor an har efſe of ths 


Be = 


IS d. of your ſwea ſhallbe 
yore ws rthen the in ore 


Q GR 


p [=== yortr beatinj; \ es" 
'thar which Twill deliuer mn- 


1 Grineycome Wye chat call your 


232. A medita.vpen tbe w—= 
ſclues the children of the earrh, at 
thinke to arrtibure your'originall be. 
ing vnto nothing bur ynro 
and your being borne, vato none v 
. enco your fathets,and ſuppoſe 
tobe more auncient here inthis world 
then, they, and. nothing' greater; en 
rg clucs. Iavery deed, yee are the 
right children of the earth, for, 
as. inſenſible as it is, and of i= 
venderſtanding , then images —_ nf 
Clay, and annealed in e fac « 
Come andopenyour peihegs vr 


Wenche ſpirir,, cloſe. vp the gywal | 
11-2% that I mg y. niake, you N 7 


boules fo dearel fortake this Reply 
Ghex. of —_——_— I may make;yMl Y 3 
xa} 2905 heauenly father. Come jt 

x ore together both poore &ridy 
Io ye = nearthy of che the goods "Wy 
meance largely to beſtow ypotyou,? 
FEA Coos Sync ci 
ay wide opt no Fave! -: 

of ctcrnal 905 oe 


mouth being 47 4dey with hen 
of Almighty God, 1 meane to Linn 
ynto you in my. words his w F 
wiſedome.1 haue long held my ſoulei 


adcep thought, ang after 1 had 


if Dauids Co cation. F 
il "ps We ; 


if d,l conceiuedin the end 
; range diſcourſe of Gods wiſe- 
kme;by which I vnderſtood his good- 
le and .- \neanig: things, and the 
dy,o _ infirmitic © mankinde. 
( zercupon, 1 being as it were be- 
ile my {cIfe, abour the wondring ar 
IS Featnes, & the feeling,of our own 
t if mitics I was forthwith defitous ro 
e care ynto that which my ſpiric 
gh me,and began catefully to con- 
der 0 ah things which it couertly 
ewed me me, ia, ep 
| 1Ca| c 
| dearet '> derſtood &exanin C4 
efar i6, k Ns! my harp in my had," 
2 my voyce ynto the ſince. 
mee arp, Ll was re fd, to 2s "» 
d my conceits, and to mak A 4 
tons to: be heard, 'ynto 
hat that woyld heate thew,tharthey” 
mt be_ acceptable ynrg God, the 
bor of ſo holte thoughrs,atid whole- 
ine inftrution yaro oh fauourable 
leer of my diſcourſes. _ | | 
F Ifrhou wilt then know whar I ſayd 
un my ſelfe,chis I, fayd, whar ſhall l 
fe'in'the hardeſt rime ofmy life 
L, f ſhould 1 feare when death ſhall 


28g Ameditscporthe 29h | « 


come. to lay bold on me, and ts drocau 


me to ger me out of this warld 
death is a ftrange buſibody, Ikoogl 


who ſhould not feare him, ſeeil "gt 


man can keepe him-ſclfe from hy 1 


How ſhallIbe able ro defend, my. ſole 


from his arrowes ? What armour h 
Iput on againſt his pick- Ac, which 
uerthrowerh, and razeth Caſtel 


tics, King gdomes,. and Fa ON At 


which Card ro bring the 


roan end,and who atlaft ſhall m; : 1 | 


end oflyrells Lfhallneednaki 


ir 4 thactray ler bio =. ca 
hecles, will lodge in aiy [conch | 


inothe hands of damnation. 


Bs ,O feare,, and wholcſome; ing 


Encſe, in thee alone tciterh. 


rance,vnderrthy faith we con, 
ly abide wharſoever ſhall. come, þ 


pon. vs, and we belceue thar choyat «| Y 
frong inou to; defende vs ow my 


(>) 2nd. made ay 


ir rs faichfull proces wy ; " wh 
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wy oIoRUTGy MT” Er __ or wm a " 
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harh app ppoyred nll never be hom roma 
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and dcliuer me preſently ar anallut IR 
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bem-ſelycs. in their greatneſſe 
rage make, an Lag 3 of 
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lure why a ket ROE he 
"Nadk Ih ad iy wer ſeruerh 
-Hamaring ? 
[F one rept cannot Pig 
ff another for money, nay, 

hy dye for another, _ in- 
pen wil notreceyuc him, 

nar rn ſball man;geue- vnrodeath 

| k pn ranſome >$hall bepeue 

& thar are none of his, or his 

nions which he loſeth as ſoone 
Mead? o,no, there is nothing 
| ce har left vnto- him-ſelfe 
i& Bute Gd appailed, and p4- 
ll ; 4 ed, bes. his. 1udgemeat jis- onge 
» [inounced againſt worrall men, He 
wll. nc y compound wich him for any 

| | atfocycr.Thys ighis.creature, 
5 ge wwe: viths earthy Sy 

en it,pÞica 

a (' ic of; :life-which he brea- 
| bay | ico. hi im 4, and;cherefore man 
" b Nay Hapnlays. aor yet-reply.8- 
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236 A media. porthe 7 
\ $ Letvs Ibeſeechthee Fl l; 
ae the ſoule of man, and ler! 
what he will offer vnto God f x 
ranſoming " of him, Jet him wand 
Jicde all bis life long,” Ter him|26 
wrraucll awhile all che dayes of hu 
Jer woes and ferrit our all th 
'ners oftheearth, lerhim go an 
out the bowels of the mines , et hi 
«drawdry the golden dugs of both 
Indies, lethim diſpeople theBs f ni bo 
parts. of the world of all herp "4 oy 
: and when he hath heaped bh i 
 geare,Jer him then come andbanini® 
with God for the rolongi 
Aife, and wee ſhall heare 
"Whar other rhing ſhall hebe'b ut 
vnto' a priſoner, which ek cal 
: off his bolts -and ſhackles, if hen 7 þ 
- have libertic geuen him?” O'! 
«rable- mian' that thou arr : fo 
thing whichthou thinkeſt ſhotild 
thee for thy ſafegard, 'is the ye 
- dow whereat death muſt ente 
death commeth by reaſon of fin "th : 
'by reaſon of concupiſcence, nd (0 
- Concup' is nouriſhed}, 
ſed,and kitidled by all theſe. 
will ſpeake allhaked ynto thee 6 
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* | of Darid Conſolation: 285 
TE placed thee here inthe world, and 
Fg before he -begin: to capirulare 
+ {hhee; have thee Yeliuer vnrohim 
Ub which chow haf-robbed him of 
Et Lmcanc thoſe” prates* and"'bencfirs 
Mich thou haſt miſuſed, &theri fhalc 
Sporthinke with thy ſelf whetherrhou 
wſtofchine owne to pay him double, 
ye quad:uple, for the:  prmoA 
Wernto thee forthine Ul life, - * - 
9 Alafſe poore ſenſelefle thing, if 
Souonce commeſt to that,whar ſhale -- 
Why be abletoſay againſtdeath, ew 4 
wethar the wiſeſt and valianteſt mien .' © 
Weenforced to be courbed vnder his 
yoke ? Shalr rhou who haſt made nv 
_—Kcompr-bur of corruprible and peri- 
ng riches, ſhale chow, Hay, be pre- 
med from corruption, and the wiſe 
man, who ſought by All the nicancs 
wc herein this life, 8: conuerſed with 
El the Angels, catinor warrant himſcife 
vom him > Thou thy ſclfe ſecſt him 
We to anend,and hopeſt jen hors 


k., "© # o | y v* * _ _ : 
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mertall> No, no; for bochwiſe 
GEEboles dye, bur after adinerſe &fiif- 
end | "ar er:: for, the death of the wife 
"hawanſbalbe byr a paſſage,8c he ſhal find 
' | 


$1.3 


83 Amedita,vponthe 7; las | 
ar his returne.:his; talenc/ lng "] © 
.mult;plicd and encreafed, arid theyly 
Fiewhuch he hach ſowne,ſhaleng 1 ; Fo” 

aboundancly, and oueribadow thay} 
Neralion of þischildrens.;i; com | | 
. . 39, Howbeir,.all cheſe poorey 
che Llind.ſoutes; - wha contin _- 
bold down their heads vnto the aſt \s 
.and whoſe ſpirjts..are ſhut vp in ther 
purſes, whoihaue;none other. yn 
-Nanding, bur x9 loue; thoſe, tl 
- whach arc we Fo pets 
and contemne” both 5500 
Moone, the verie principal! worked 
Nature, to admire ſtones, and marble 
;£9/d, and fiſuer, which vainely ſcangÞ* 
ond ks the yertues of intelli H1 
vnderſtanging, for ghe getr W 

.gcther, and heaping, vp. of == In 

, ments of the earth, ſball forgoe the 

'Tirches which :they hauc ſo oe 

-ucd; andfor which, they haced all he 

.xeſt. Ye ſhallſee them hale and pt þ : 

.gainſt death, and draw their rite / 

wich, they. cyen ynro; the graues bl 

Heath will.ſer chem. ypon their - I 


ends, and-cayſe them to Jcaues 
.eucn when they, haue gon” ie 


[They that are halfe de v1} 


| ef Danids Conſolation, 289 
Salt to lift vp alittle rheir eye lids, to 
Week if they can find their treaſure at 
" Vewykes of their eyes, bur in the end 
gmt be packing, they muſtleaue 
; {py vorldly pompbecauſe a mightic 
wer hath plucke chem away. Bur 
Swuhome ſhall they leaue this pre- 
« Wiation & furniture > forſooth ic may 
Wm a ſtranger whome they neuer 
lo Wen, or cuer yer once dreamed of, 
W900 {hall bath and blefle him ſclfe in 
eſyeate of this miſerable titch cay- 
aÞ*&churlce, who ſhall haue no more 
ofFhum for his portion, bur a grave of 
le Witene or twenrtie foot long at the 
94, and rhis ſhall be his houſe for e- 
we wherein let him keepe him ſelfe if 
w 1 What is become then of theſe 
the Ee waynſcotted palaces, theſe guilt 

> Wates,theſe beaurifull ranks of choyſe 
the Tiers, theſe ſo faire curled marbles, 

Feceemblemes & ſentences engrauen 
hes ubraf © and all rhe reſt of theſe won- 
bh of vanitic ? Whar ? is norhing of 
es Pls left for him ? he had eſtabliſhed 
Wands and poſſciſions from race to 
Ft, from generation roeneration, 
+4 called his houſes'by his owne 
out Oo” 


, 


290 A medita.vpoy the 7.yſul 
name : ſurely, rhis muſt neck 
great man, _ 
12 Alaſſepoore man, for, whi 
was in honor, he knew nor himk 
neither had he any knowledge flee 
caried himſelf, as that he is brought” 
be of che number of che bruitebedl 
& made like vnro Aﬀes & horſes, lh; 
haue neither wit nor iudgement, lt” 
whar greater honor could he defirdlÞ, * 
wiſh to hauc, then ro be made and ® 
med vntothe faſhion of the Deinalit;n 
to be placed amogſt the works of Gill” 
there ro command as his licurenni 
* he was nor as ir were lefſe then fl: 
gels,8& had a ſpirit ro comprehendigh%: 
| oy wonders of the Deity: but 
ying from the day and light of kno * 
ledge, he hid himlſelfe in the dewa'y.. 
caues of ignorance 8 blockiſhnezape 
remained therein all his life long ale 
ching there I know not what mis” 
rable rirches, & was found in thee” 
ta. become like vnto the bruite dear 
for,as they neucr neigh 8 bray bur. 
ter ores, and neuer trauell but ihr 
ſure, cuen ſo this man neucrbelunſgy.” 
him ſclfe, bur about rhe getting "Fg. 
£e&aric things for the bodice: nh 


Davids Conſolation. 29%: 


worſe then ſo, for he could noc 

lide, and vſe, for the cntertay- 

is of him ſelfe, the goods which he 
vY couered , but became 

a farre worſe, then all the reſt 

he beaſts of the field, whoſe vn- 

7 a etites were ſatisfied with the 

” i thoſe things which they dee 


w O, what an infamie and of- 
fence are the lines of ſuch kinde of 
n,who are ſo ſhameleſly bruriſhed? 
hatremaynerh then more for them 
k ih here in this world, and in the 
T yarld ro come; bur ſhamein this, and 
: and rorment in the other ? And 
| des, letchem runne on in deligh- 
ing them ſclues in their vayne dif 
urles, and priding of them ſclues in 
Meir ritches, Let them now alittle 
temember the ſpeeches which they 
br | k pa povcreby they ſceme to eſteeme 
| ie bur of them ſelues, and theic 
Forney, making no berrer accompr of 
a L other men, then of the ruſhes vn- 
&rtheir feer, 
4 Thus we ſee how they draw them 
es ynto hell,eus as ſheep led to the 
Ml Ke come w hokeck de-" 
k Oy 


292 Amedita.vpon the 7.pſahn, 
noured them,andnothing lefr of tha, 
| bur their piritull bare bones, whid ha 
canker and are worme-caten in the '» 
raue, 
15 Andloe, the iuſt man whops oh 
riently endured their in'olencie, hi 
time isnow come toreigne, and i aff. 
eaſe, he is vp by the breake of thedyh,. 
and afrer hee hath geuen thanksvſ. 
God, he goeth to ſee if he can ink; 
the place where one of theſe miſerak}}},. 
caytifs dwelr, and where he is placed, 
for inſulting,brauing, and ryrannizin}..; 
of the whole world , and ſayth apa... 
vmto him ſelfe, Thanked be God, faſfls;, 
cleanſing the earth of ſuch off-ſcavilce. 
ring, and placing ſuch as blefſc taſk, 
name, For, this wicked churle whale 
his glorie is become rotten and pilthlſh, 
fied. He is now in torment, and thei,” 
is not one to help him, and fo lethinſſ.,. 
remayne there hardly : for, death sf; 
paſſage for him,neuer to rerurne, |. 
16 And as forme, © Lord, I riltlſlk. 
well know thatI muſt dye, for, thei. 
of our firſt parent hath bound vs Wile 
pay thar dcbt, it is the reward for: 
diſobedience, we muſt go againe nos 
the carth, and returne from whenemes 


M, of Danids Conſolation. 297 
MI came. Neucrtheleſſe, © Lord,thou 
hich haltredeeme me from death, and de- 
the ſuer me from the hand ofhell; when 
xwould lay hold on me, Thou wilt nor 
 PBofer me ro go downe all below, bur 
2 WH ik deJiucr me cut ar the very mouth 
8 UBhereof, and be conrented that I ac« 
£1 (il ledge it, withour ſuffering the 
VE mniſhment of my deſerued thraldoms 
find ud capriuiric. Bur what ſhall be the 
ra ice of my redemption ? ſhall it be 
ace he goods and poſſeſſions of the carth, 
2nd che aboundance of gold and fi1- 


VAEier? No, © Lord, for hell is full there- 
, CBE makerh no reckning of this geare: 
& kechou thy ſelfe ſhaltbe the price of 
my Wy cedemprion , chou ſhalt deliver 


te owne body to death, that my 

lule might be deliuered from hell, 
1. $inou ſhalc put vpon thee and clorh 
F Eleewith the dolors of the dead,thar I 
5: Yiphtbe clothed with the ioyes of im- 
',  Faortalitice. And therefore I will nor 
"+. Pom henceforch my God, haue any 0- 
"Fer riches bur chee,and m poſſeſſing 
'* "Yitee, I hall poſſefſe the whole world, 
"I Winlouing thee, I ſhall be in thee, 


"ou in mee; and thou being there, 
Wt bring. thicher all che | goods: 
=» O iy 


294 Amedita,upon the 7.9/aln, || , 
ſtrength, and glorie of the world, tf” 
fill me full with other manner ofrs. 

ches , then the ritches of theſe wif. 7 


rable carles which will not acknowF* 
ledge thee: for, their ritches, arebuF 
the fruire of their finne,which ſhallpe h; 
riſh with their finne, "> 
17 No mioughtto be abaſhedroſe 
themall at once ſuddainly enriched} 
= to eſteeme the ro be any white; 
appier therby : for, alrhoughthe fall. 
bonor which they fo greedily hunch Bis 
rer, cxccedeth & excelleth,and art; 
Icd with this vaine and vaniſhing 4 J oy 
ric, which caricth with ic bur a glavli” 
ous glictcring outward ſhew, yer mil Be 
wenor be in an admiration there,” 
muchlefle enuic the ſame. — hs 
18 Fer, although they ſhall ar mi; 
time hauckifled the earth, and putwy. 
the round compaſle thereof, yer (hl Fae 
they carry away nothing of it withhs hv 
Naue their winding ſheer,nothing hal Ys 
follow them bur their ſhadow, andy Nl,” 
I beleeue, that ir will alſo leaue them 
for the very ſelfe-ſame day which mw,” 
kerh the ſhadow,will forſake chemi ig 
they ſhall want the ordinary light, Why 
in ſtead of theſe magnificeces, poafh hs 


np 
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** Tl ſwelling oftcnrations, wherewith 
þ "M9. make Jircle children afcard, 
» Wl wrap them vp in ſorrow, griefes 
"Ila anguiſh, poucrtie, and miſerie, 
adcaſt them into Mercuries heape. 
| 19 And is it not greatreaſon that 
" ſhould be thus ? for,they haue taken 
ke ir pleaſures here in this life, and 
Bac had their felicirie in this world, 


he d whatſocuer they haue deſired, 


Buh falne vnro them , goods baue 
] { {me rolling in by heapes varo them, 
g Pe felicitie of their grearnefſe was a 


Ie 
e 


"Widen vnro them, they eſteemed of 
ane, but of ſuch as did help to enrich 
4 Fm,neither loued they any bur ſuch 
"Wc them,and made much of none, 
"ae of choſe char encreaſed rheir re- 

mes. They arc like ro thoſe mE,who 
A uſe they would haue agrear ſtock, 
1. {ome proprierie of their goods vnto 
be (es, they dye, Jeauing nothing be- 
ul nd for the world ro come, hauing 
| ws no prouiſion for any goods that 
Ft there in requeſt, bur contenc 
lemſclues with che goods that ſerue 
this earchlic life , which being 
Kd, they arc left verie poore. 
ay | &f baue deſired honor, bur a yaine 
- 
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296 Amedita,upoen the 7.p/aln, | 
and ſlipperic honor , which hangab| it 
and reftcrh bur ypon the opmiane} po 
fooles; they had ir, bur they could ng 
tell well how to keepe it, They woulf 
gladly haue fir vppon the top of the 
wheel,8 that being rurned abou 
are now downe in the come 
bur blefled and happy are they which 
cankeepe th:m ſure and immoueate 
ypon the ſcaffold, and ſee themſelus 
ſafe both aboue and below. 

20 Bur theſe miſerable caytife 
haue done nothing ſo, for they have 
made the leape them ſelues, they hate 
voluntarily climbed vp to the ſteepel 
place, from whence they haue'bene 
caſt downe backward euen vnrohel, 
they are at this day in the numberd 
their forefathers, there haue thy 
found their Aunceſters, from whoe 
they receyued their birth and cond» 
rions, they were imitators of the n 
finnes, and when they are dead, they} 
ſhall be alſo parrakers of their puniſh YM 
ment: for, when repentance commen #1 
too late, they then learne but own F98 
ſeaſon, what it is tolifr chem ſci "wy 
againſt God, and oppoſe chenſthis PL 
vntohis glorie: then they learnevit | © 

'1 6 
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xisro afflit the iuſt, co oppreſle the 
e, and to ſcorne the afflicted. 
They are confined inthe darke , and 
the lighe geuerh no more {ghr vnro 
their eyes. They heare nothing bur 
horror, and gnaſhing of teeth, they 
breath our nothing bur fighes and 
es, and they neuer ſtirre, bur 
nth trembling and frertcing, 
21 When theſe poore ſenſclefle 
people were in honor, they could nor 
mderſtand it, but became like vnta 
tute beaſts, which haue neyrher ſenſe 
notiudgement. Buryer alaſfſe they are 
fare ynlike, for death, in bereauing 
hebeaſts of cheir lives, raketh from 
them aſwell che fecling of their paine, 
8 of their pleaſure: but as for theſe 
efooles, who would neuer vndere 
Waderein their chiefe blefſednes 
conſiſted , but cloſed vp theic cyes a- 
oo the eternall light, and topped 
eir eares againſt the ſpiricuall word, 
ball hauc their ſenſe as an argument 
ETlubic of rormerts, and their ſpirit 
Slluc,continudlly ro conceiuc,and 


Kemally ro languiſh their milcris. 
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4 


O how goo ts Goa. &c, 


Pſalme. 73. 


z .. How grear is the goodng 
of our God, and hoy aflu. 
red is his helpe ynto al 
thoſe that wait vpon him} 

Vato thoſe, I ſay, who haue neuer mr. 

ned away their thoughts from his its 

ſice and mercicy and who hauing the 
eyes of their ſoules alwayes fixed ypon 
- prouidence, ncuer gaue ouer the 
pe. which they ſhould haue in his 
grace. And how greatly blefſcd xe 
\thcy,whome rhe ſundry il] haps ofthis 
world could neuer ſhake that cot» 
Ranr aſſurance which they ought to 
hauc of Gods rightcouſneſſe: O, hov 
greatly, I ſay, is the conſtancicofſuch 
men to be commended} 

3 For, toſay truly, my foot oft 
gzimes began to ſlip in the way , and 
I glided ofrentimes as it were euel 
readic to fall ro the ground, Much 
like vnto them rthar climbe vp a ſteepe 
zhornic hill , who, fo ſoone as they 


{cle tha briers and brambles _y” 
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wick and raunch them, or rub off 
the skinne againſt any fling Rone, 


ky hold with theyr hands for: yerie 


iefe ypon the crampons and reſts 


| Brtich help them ro climbe vp, and 
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then forthwith rumble quire & cleane 
dwne, if they be nor the ſooner Nay- 
ed:Euen fo my God, whilſt I would 
mdcrſt3d the iudgemets of thy works, 
&bchold how thou diſpenſeſt thy gra- 
ces, as one pricked & wounded to ſce 
thewicked proſper, I make many falſe 
ſteps & ſtrides, and am ready to fal into 
this ſteep breakeneck of nor belicuing 
tywiſedome and righteouſnefſe, 
3 Whar, ſay I, ſhall become of the 
joe which know: not God other- 

lethen to blaſpheme him, who chink 
that they haue raken a pawne to ſerue 
tieirluſts and peruerſe affe&iss, who 


none or him bur.to hauc him ſerue 


theas amommect,ro ſerue their wicked 
Gings.8 for a maske roſcruc their in- 
huiries, & for alure to ſerue their de- 
ceits;&yer ger rogether the fruit of his 
Face, and poſleſſe in peace &reſt the 
Wow of his benefits ? I confeſſe my 


bod,that I am icalous of their proſpe- 
We, and do cnuic this theis caſe, 


{- 


- 
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and me thinketh irto beUrogethers 
gainſt :1l reaſon, - _ 
4 For, whois he thar ſeerh them, 
thar would ſay rhey ſhould dye ? Why 
would not thinke bur that they had 
bought of thee for a certaine ſumme 
the right of immortalitic here inthis 
world 2 Who would nor ſay but that 
they were partakers with thee of cues 
laſting and conſtant felicitic ? More 
ouer, we ſee thar allthings alcera 
change here in this world,which ſhew. 
eth, rhat in ſuccefle of rime all rheſs 
things muſt come ro an end, bur we 
ſee their profperitie to be ſo firme,and 
of ſo grear equalitic, as that a man 
would rhinke thar if they continualþ. 
encreaſe in fuch ſort as they doy they 
will grow at laſt to be as infinircas thy 
Telfe,and place them ſclues in thy hes- 
uenly Throne: for, there is no likeh- 
hood thar any thing can do them hun 
neicher yer that any the leaſt and only 
miſhap ts able to reſt vpon the kirtdf 
this ſo glorious magnitficence, lr jsitÞ 
credible, that any thing can be ableto 
hurt their pretious bodies, enuir 
with ſuch aboundance of lo excellent 
Ticches. z ks 
$ 


[ 
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ardinaric courſe of life: chey are borne 
with groanes, they grow -vp with fghs, 
they ' waxe old with lamenting : the 
Seais oftner without wind, then rheir 
luesare without torments, a man ſhal 
not ſee ſo many ſhor abour a white, as 
heſhall ſee milcries and affliions fafh 
round abour all other men. Bur 
"men alone are ſhielded and ex- 
= from all theſe, and in an cquall 
nd conſtant courſe of life , they 
wmme at pleaſure in the delights 
ethisworld, and make the calamities 
= men, and ſuch as feare God, 
eir paſtimes and ſports. Haſt noe 
ouſeene a Tyrant vpon the top of a 
Theatre, looking vpon poore | do 
lokting againſt Lions and Tygres,fee- 
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Ipapoore man pluckt quite & cleane 
lpicces, and diſmembred ? Aﬀter the 
ſmemanner do the wicked feed their 
ities, in bcholding the troubles 
Mich ſcourge the innocents. 


Cz 


this make them ? for they thinke that 
Wcarth was made for them alone» 
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5 As for other men, they are made- 
evoked with labor,gand crauell is their: 


Wglus cyes and crucl}harr, with ſce- | 


'$ ©; how prowdandarrogantdoth _ 


302 A medita.vpontbe 7 .p/aln," | 
nay, they ſuppoſe, thar it is not grey 
enough to hold them .' As for oth 
men, they looke ouer their ſhoulden 
atthem, and it ſhould ſeemethat they 
enuic them becauſe they Jiue, and dt. 
dainfully ſay in murmuring wiſe, Shal 
we alwayes ſec this raskall before? 
Shall this bundle of miſerable wret 
ches be euer ſtill in our eyes ? And 
beſides, when they are alone, we 
ſay, What begger is this ? What 
is it ? Thus we ſec how they are loues 
of rhem-ſclues, withour companion, 
and they know no good thing here in 
this world, but them ſelues, none wot 
thie deſert but them ſelucs, and raking 
them ſclucs as Gods,they adore them 
felues, ſeruing nothing bur their ome 
luſts, and reuerencing nothing bit 
their owne paſſions, ſo as they are @- 
uered ouer from top to toe, with pride, 
aniuſtice,and impierie, = 
9 They arc tar with nothing bit 
with wickednes, and their bodies att 
not fatter with greaſe,then heir ſole 
are with finnes & iniquities, All mate 
ner of villanies and abhominario 
rumble &rofſe vp and downe inthell Bt, 


{dſciences,alltheir delires & houghh 'y 
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. of Davids Conſolation, 26} 
Trend ronothing bur vnto ſome filchi- 
'Brefſe, or maligniric, ac this their eyes 
"Flecre and gleere, ar this it is,that their 
" Fhands ich, hereon is all their hearr 
"Be, other affe&ion haue they none, 
fare moued with nothing bur with 
lice, a man would ſay , that this 

yere it, which ſtirrech 2nd cmbold- 
neth their bodies. 

$ Thou ſhalr ſee,thar afrer they have 
zlng while forethoughtrhemſclues of 
their finnes , after they haue chawed 
<wn their wicked purpoſes, & execu- 
ted any curſed enterpriſe , how they 
gory Wie bras all che world,ſpeake 
Authority ,they haue Jaw to do whar 
beter they do, there can nothing be 
foftoutly or yer ſo proudly imagined as 
tey do, bur if they had any ſhame ar 
2 & thar being contented oe 

to outrage men,yet might t 

Greine theſehues fro moſt villanouſly 
thipheming the holy name of God. 
$ Bur what ſhall I ſay my God ?rhey 
lmelifred vp their heads againſt hea- 
ka diſdainfully Jooked vpo the ſcar 

my mighrines,as if rhey would haue 
Wd,who is like vnto vs?which do here 
Ws World what we luſt:yea cucn we, 
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ynto whoſe bowes all men bend the 
ſclues, and vnro whome nature he 
ſelfe ſeruerh for a walking ftaffe, Aud 
as for the earth , they will not ſo mug 
as once youchſafe as it were to locke 
on it: bur in the end, caſting thei 
eyes vpward, by way of commiſerats 
on, ſay, whart is all chis that we ſee, bu 
that, whoſe abundance is noyſometo 
vs, and whoſe fertilitie troublethys? 
10 This 1s in very deed, the caul: 
© Lord, why all che people, beingaſts 
nicd, aſſemble them ſclues rogetherto 
behold this monſtrous fight, menmun 
euery where vnte this ſpe&acle, and 
know not whar to ſay, when they lodke 
ypon this wonderfull ſhew : for they 
are there faſt tyed, gaping and looking 
on it. | | 
11 Andin the end, they loſe theit 
patience, and begin ro murmure, and 


why ? doth God which ſecth all thing 


ſay they, perceiue this ? Is nor this be 


which hath that grear ſeeing <6 
which ſawe allchings before they were 
made, ſecth them in rheir being, 

foreſeeth them to bring them tothelt 
end?Is this he, whoſe providence # 


ſayd tobe asgreat inthe goucmarny 
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of Danids Conſolation. 30g 
ofthe world, as his goodnes was grear 
the creation of the ſame? If he hath 
dipoſed all things by compaſle , and - 
creared all things by meaſure: If his 
mſlice be prefider,and hath the chiefe 
in the gouerament of this world, 
what doth he ar this preſent,how is it, 
that he is now aſleepe ? 

12 Bchold how the wicked ſpoyle 
his goods, and poſſefſe the rirches of 
the world : a man would fay, thar all 
things are cre red for them, goods: 
ryne downe vpon them as they would 
&fire, honors roll in by heapes into 
their houſes, felicitie holderh them 

er they wyl or no, they deſire, 
adhave, they with, and ir commerh 
ſpon them, | 

13 And in the end I my felfe rhus 
ld alſo, what now, my God, what a 
tbing is this ? for the iuſtifying of mine 
hart, and the ruling of mine aRions: 
{© *cording to thy commandements are 
alin vaine ?I gaue ouer al! mine owne* 

tion, becauſe I would louc none” 
bit thee, [ have circumciſed mineharr 
all his wicked deſires, and fettered 
aywill with the ſhackles of thy loue, 
cauſe ir ſhould ſerue nothing cle 
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bur thy glory: and in cſchuing bah 
finnes and finners, I haue kept com. 
panie with the innocents, and waſhed 
mine hands amongſt them , and nat 


the hands of my body only, my God, 


bur the hands of my ſoule, thar ate 
mine affeQions, which I haue waſhed 
and purified with the brookes of my 
reares, 

14 | haue embraced repentance, 
8& ſcourged my ſelfe all day long, bes 
ting mine hart with corinual] ſorrow, 
pricking it with ſharp and picreng 
contritions, and driue from it wi 
many ſorrowfull ſobs all rhar ill and 
curſedhumor which hath engalleday 
will, Eucry morning when I roſe cty- 
ed thee mercy for my finnes,anddete- 
ſed mine iniquitice, and thinking tos- 
mend my life, I continually warched 


ouer this purpoſe,and rhereuponl be. 


gan my dayes worke. 

15 Ifayd within my ſelfe whe lwa 
alone, loe, as for my ſelfe, all that lam 
able ro ſay, is this,thar in the end; 


which feare God,and ſerue him,are 


flited, and they that blaſpheme his 


name, liue ar all caſe & pleaſhre. And 


therupon, Ibegand Lord, todercſt the 


condition 
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* Ecendition of all thoſe who glorifyed 
 Eem ſelues in being thy children and 
* Edoſenpeople, and began co ſay, Are 
" Etheſerhey thar are called rhe children 
ofthe Almightie God 2 verely, theſe 
{xe the children of reprobarion, for 
be, the other ſorr, poſleſſe the inhe- 
ritance of their Fathers, and theſe 
men live in extreame pouertie, Bur 
' deorhers are they thar abound in all 
wealth, and vnto iwhome God is ſo- fa- 
worable and indulgent, which are his 
children; ir is rhey vnto whome this 
nmebelongeth, ſeeing they enioy his 
tenefies, and are maſters nexr vnto 
'Ftimfelfe, of his works. 
16 As I my ſelfe, 6 Lord, verely 
thobghe,chat I knew ir to be ſo, and ro 
fytruly, I was told that it was fo in- 
(ed, I could not hold me from vexing 
&rormencing my ſelfe, ſaying, Ah my 
God, how doth this fall out ? Is it poſ- 
ble char- it ſhould be thus ? con- 
Wering how thou haſt chrearned the 
cked, and how thou haſt alſo pre- 
- Ypiced puniſhment for them 2 To be 
torr, | became ſtrangely and won- 
fully perplexed, when I conſidered 


tt geare. 
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17 ButIarlaſtperceyuedthy mind 
and pu:poſe, and hauing entred ay 
the depth of thy ſanRQuary,me though 
I was come into thy holic conſiftory, 
and vnderſtood rhy councell therein, 
For, afrer I had reſc]1ed with my ſelk 
ro ſee the end whereunto thou had 
deft prepared thoſe peoples, I fonh 
with ſaw that thy iuſtice is moſt true, 
and thar alchough ir ſomerimes ms 
keth flow haſte, yer it payeth homen 
the laſt with ſeucare puniſhment, and 
therefore | verie ſtedfaſtly waited and 
looked what ſhould become of them, . 

18 Andrtruly, in the end,thoupy- 
edſt them chorough ſtirch, and rewar 
dedſi them according to their craftie 
and wicked dealing, For, when they 
thought them ſclues at the higheſt de- 
gree of h5nor, behold, thou ouer. 
threweſt them, and caſtedſt them 
down headlong in a bottomlefledepth 
of miſcrie. For, all their pomps, mag- 
nificences, and ritches, were nothing 
vnto them in the end, bur an high and 
eminent ſcaffold, ro bring them yp vt 
ro that ſteepe and high breake-necke, 
from whence they were moſt ſhame- 
fully rolled downe ouer and ouer. 0 
19 V 
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[pear while before the ſnare or grin 


19 O moſt true God, what a deſola- 


tion & diſcomforr is this : There is no- 
thing but weeping abour them: for, all 


they of their guards,and all their pen- 
yoners,do nothing elſe bur beare their 


breſts,ho!ding down their heads as the 


Lily boldeth downe his when iris ſore 
ryne-beaten, and hauing compaſſion 
ofthoſe whome they were wont to en- 
ty. They moſt lamentably looke vpon 


the ruine of their idol), and confider 


wth them ſelucs how fooliſh they were 
tomake a mortall and miſerable man 
their God, who was no better then 
vind or ſmoke, For, if a man conſide- 
teth and marketh their end, he ſhall 
ſee them difpatchr and gone in a mo- 
ment, neyther is there any thing thar 
commerh more ſpeedily to an end, 
then the way of their greatnefle brin- 
5 thereunto, and they haue 

e ſo ſuddainely changed, as that 
there could be nothing poſſibly to be 
ſeene of them. Behold and looke on 
them, for once they were, and now 
they are not , hardly can a man ſee 
tier foorſteps, and marke , whither 
fieir finnes haue brought them, it was 


- 
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could be made fit for them, butloenÞ,... 
the end, they lightcd into ir. For, du. # 
ring the time that the foundation of #1 
the houſe was in vndermining, they Þ 
climbed the higher , that their fall 
might be the greater. They conti- © ;, 
nually clambered yp higher and high. Þ 
er, and thought, that wharſocuer wa | $4 
bclow them, was theirs only,bur inthe 
end they clambered vp ſo high, ay; 
that they loſt them ſclues in the ayre, 4 
before they could get againe to the 1,1 
earth, ſo as they were caticd ava}: 
with the wind, 

20 And loe, they became as dreames 
when men awake: for, as a manſayth BY 
when he awaketh, 1 dreamed well tz... 
thinke of ſuch a thing, cuen ſo ſhalt} ;; 
fare with you, for, when ſuch men a}: 
yeare ſhall yaniſh away and come to 
naught, the people will then ſay,furchy Wy. 
the greatnes of theſe men, was but 8; 
adreame,and a very meere,vainc, and "Be 
inconſtant folly. For, thou wilt make - 
them of ſo little worth, as that the} | 
ſhallbe neuer once thought of, but} ; 
ina mockcric, and in diſcommending}...1 . 
and condemning their pride andinio- + 
lencie, will ſay, Sec how their = 


> 


F xe ruined , þchold the place where 
Aheſe ourragious Sirs dwelt, who ca- 
"ed neither for God nor men, which 
delighted in nothing bur in filrhinefle 
&wickednes,who haue built ſo many, 
dſo many houſes with the boanes of 
thepoore, and cimented their palaces 
F vith the bloud of the needy, and loe, 
Tf there remaineth nothing of all thar 
they had, bur the markes and notes 
ef their ignominie, for, rhe rempeſt 

T hachpaſſed oucr them,and there is nor 
fÞmuch as any one tittle or iote re- 

mayning of them, 

21 Thus we ſee, © Lord, that we 
'muſt nor raſhly iudge of thy proui- 
fefice, and therefore who ſo cuer will 
"Wage therof, muſt patiently waitynto 

Þ& the end, and ſuffer himſelf robe ledby 
& thy pirir, 8 muſt call vps thee alſofor 
the comforting & addreſſing of him: 
for, norwirhſtanding tha I frer, fume, 
thafe,figh,& grone,and haue ſer every 
mh of my body in a ſweat with ſoreJa- 
bor, and brought my ſelfe as it were e= 


F Vit che bercer for it: and after lhad 
[tormented my ſelfe, 1 found wy ſclfe 
| &telojute as Lyas before, 
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F fen to deaths dore, yet ami neuera- | 
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4312 A mcdita.vpon the 7 pſalm, Þ Of: 
22 I was ſo vexed and grieued | ſay, hhimi 
_ as that 1 knew nor whether I was a Wi bb, 
nan ora beaſt, nay, I was in very deed Ware 
like a beaſt, and could no more com. Wety 
pretend the ſame, then if I had viterly enseh 
Joi mine ynderſtanding, Howben, [ Wines 
ſtill ſtand co that hope which Ihavein ſanupri 
thee, and the more I ſec my ſcnſe and {eour 
mdgement fayle me, the ſpeedelier Wien! 
runne I ynto thee, and humbly be. Wn 
ſeech thee to open my ſpirit, that [Me 
may know and vndciſtand what thy 80; 
wall is. yeert: 
23 Thcu haſt raken and held meer." 
faſt by the hand, and ſet me gently a Wtne 
gaine in the way cf thy will, and ma-wour- 
deſt me vnderſtand thy purpoſe and 
mind, nay, thou haſt done more then WMetn 
thar, for me thinketh, thou }aſt ope-pann 
ned both mine eyes, and the heauens {Wie ? 
all at once, that I might ſee the migi-Wity 
tinefle of thy glorie: Thou haſt I ſai ts 
d Lord, made me to ſee it, for, thiswee 
a thing , whereunto no mortall maihte n 
without thee, is able ro reach, Wan 
24 For alafſe, ſhould I, poore wearegines 
thihg that] am, goto ſecke for that maunea 
heauen, which 1 cannor very wellleepides, 
at my feer, who cannot perceive, woo 


; - 
-. 
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much ado, that which is here o- 
gb b foreme ?The eyes of my bo- 
e very duskifh and miſtte, and: 
keyes of my ſoule farre worſe, and 
ens tþ thoughts are maruellous yncer-. 
ineand weake, for the earthly and: 
tibl: body,dulſeth and maker} 
wir ſpirits, and vyeth and bindethi 
Rnſe faſt vio the carth, info! 
Snthat withourtheey: Ican nor: " 
yefor any thing” here below ii the 
md, nor yer promiſe 'vnto myſelfe- 
meertaine knowledge of what thing 
bb am I able, being here. 
 carth, to indge and diſcerne 
| hy ;ayd; and withour it plea-. 
' to enlighten my ſpiricwih 
fethings which thou haſt ordey- 
Imheauen,! inthe ſcare of thine e- 
ie? Bur thou alſo, 0 Lord, haſt: 
jed wy want, and led me by the” 
ts make me ſee thecounſels of 
Ne! rornal wifedome, thou: haft as 
. & made me in loue with rhee, 
t heaued andrhruſt my ſpirit 
Wy body, to make it c2pable of 
my light, and of thy wiſe 
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£ rely , when Tecafider of theſe | 


374 Amedita.upou hed wal | 
wondrous things, 1 am clcaneg 

my hart is taken from me, and 
Fall len into a ſwcund, & God. \ 
this my God, which: thou haſt m 
me ſee? Orhou the God of myha -_ 
my thoughts, & of my hope, andrhoy 


() Godow me | eſteeme to beg 
ly felicicic, and whome ro oy 
from henceforth deftined all myaf 
tions. Inpw know, © Lord, what the 
art, how iuſt, and how puillat, 
will now neuer bc abaſhe more, tt 
yet aſtonyed , to ſee the trans 

and wonderfull things :of the work 
whereof 1 am not able to: comp 
hend the reaſon. For, thy coi nſck 
are -maruellous high, and. thy iſ 
dome terrible profound. Bur in 
end, © Lord, whatſoeuer thou 
ſcſt off here in this world, is & 


jon 


A, 
x 
oF 5k 


by luſtice. if bi 
26 For, as many as withdraw thenf®a 


ſclues. from thy obedience, a 
ftraunge them ſelucs from thy gr 
fhall periſh moſt miſerably : nd; p 
they which breake the faich of th 
couenant which they haue fat 

' xo ſcrue theyr concupiſcences/ 


| flchic luſtes , and goc an what 
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Fl 'F of Davids Conſolation. 315 
"Y earth,] and withtheir —_ 
fi6s,all they thar defile their con-.. 
ces; and proſtiture: their ſoules : 
ps and impio:15 cogirations, 
ſrovtes our, and paſſe through . 
ry of thy reuenging hands. 
Bur as for me;d Lord,lwillncuer 
from thee;neither hope for an 
Weticice: bur ſo ro cleare & Nick 
to thy fidesgias chat Iwillncuer de- 
wr thence. [ will. fo, ftedtaſtly-looke: 
wthee, as that I may obſeruz the 
ings of thine eyes, and fo con- 
be my ſeife vnro wharſoever thoa 
in t of me, & follow ranke by ranke 
a locuer thou commandeſt me : I 
d ro put wy whole truſt in thee, 
ecing 1 know thee. to be akoge- 
TS and a!mighrie, and as | afſu- 
if belecue thar thou loucſt me, ſo 
wlll conſtantly belecue that thoy 
iſt mc, and-geue me all things 
peenec for me; -Q,how cx+ 
ir & moſt aſſured is that hopegthat 
ult ypon the promiſe of the moſt 
od & almighty God,who hath geuen 
& ſuch a nomber of icarneſt pence 
bis beneficence, ſo many -pawnes of 
$ Uderalitic 2, 'rhat ” might make; 
_ = 4 
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31 6 Amedita. open _ 7 palm, 
me belecuc, that I ſhall be affured's 
the reward which the hath pron 


me, if] ferus him'faithfully. Why/g.) my 


eſt:thou, my»God;' moſt: Iiberath, bs + of 
ſtow vpon- me ſo many benefits, why I 66 
doeſt thou' promiſe'mie ſuch infinies- 
nefle, ſccing there'is in me; not | 
bur finne and infirmitie?-\ 7 4 
/28' Irighr well ſee; Lord xbarirl Nj, 
roche end thar I'may'be- the matt Y 
declare abroad encry' where, think] 
immenſurable mercy; and vnſpeakes 
able goodnes, and publſh-thy prayſe” 
throughour allthe gates, places of re- 
ſorr, and ſecret cornets of Syon, thing 


Chu: ch, for ig receyuing of by $1 
ſings; and ſeruing of thy glory, m Y 
make them vnderſtand the ſecrers of 
thy wifedome which thou haſt vouch: 4S 
ſafed toreucale*rnto ime; And hatin FR 
addreſſing my voyce wich" rhat fit... 
whichthine holyſpiric hath Traniedin' 
the: ſame, Tmight'vnfold'the holy my-' 
ſteries of thine 'incomprehEfible wile- N} _p7# 
dome;to theend, that eniery one het. BIN 
ring: mc diſcourke of the*knowledge' 

where 
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Merein thou haſt inſtruRted 'mee, 
might be-had in, admiration; nor'of 
me, who am but anhoarſe inftrumenc 
I thy gory, bur of the-maruellous ef- 
kts of thy quickning ſviric, who ſhall 
embolden me vnto this glorious, hely, 
ad ſolemne worke. Bur 6 Lord, afrer 
thou haſt for a wiule, entertained vs 
here in this eſtare,vpo this terreſtriall 
hon, lift-vp: Qur! eyes vnto that hea- 
wnlySyon, embolden andencourage 
Wnto the attayning of thar bleſſed 
$0ad,and teach vs,which are they vn- 
loxhome: thou haſt promiſed the 
Ylne, And teach ys allo, how we muſt 
ary ourſclues robe: madeworthy of 
zacellent;holy, and glorious a dwel- 


Weplace.. 


© 9 Lord who ſhall dwellin thy. 

FW Tabernacle, ec. 
—_—:. ,; 

5 ""W"— -Pſalme. If». | ; 

'< Ws (, H E world, 0 Lord, 

F342 ich it hath fo plea> 

ſed thee, is vnto 
vs atedious pilgri- 
mage ,. wee dayly 
walke thercin, and 
FR: 


.318 Ameadita.vpen the 7.3/alm, 
"cannot finde_ any nights reſt for it 


aflliftions imporrune vs like flyes,yt 
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wearyed members, For,if we thinket YE 
Jay downe our heads vpon the pilloy 
or bolſter ro geue oureyes fleepe,our YR 


and the yery paſſions which arc bred B86 


within our flcſh,do ſwell & puffe vs, BF 


and venome vs like dangerous ſc 


ons, and kill vs, if we preſently killin YÞ 
. them. What arewe like ro hope afte, YU 
 feeing that as we lack ſtrengrth,ſo mult Y!T 
the miſcries alſo needs grow vpon'vs? BY 
ſeeing that which way ſo eucr-wet BB 


turne, or are any way able ro rurnevs, Wu 
we'ſthall finde our ſelues alrogetherin YuuF 


the middeſt of the world : and thi 
world, find:it how and where we wiki 
onely full ofmiſery. Where then hal 


we findereſt ?we ſhall neuer finditin ec 4 


this miſerable hfe, where-into wear . on 


pur as chief wreſtlers, to ſtriue againſt 


all manner of aduerfitics, bur rathe, ; Ef 


© Lord, in thy Tabernacle, in the 
dwelling place of thy Godhead, whel 
ourlabors ſhal be crowned.” O bleller 
yea thriſe bleed is he, for whom thal 
haſt prepared this ſo goodly and plet- 
{ant a wichdrawing place, for rhe i 


gating and: comforting of his pWu 
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of T Danids Conſolation. \rh 
umdgricfes paſt, within the boſome of 
ty grace, and reſteth himſelfe be- 
[ een: the armes of thy mercy, Bur, 
| pare they that ſhall one day dwell 
| or he companions of thy blefſednes 
Bizlory? for,ro beare that which is ſaid 
| it this is not a place for all the world 
come vnto, {or this is a place ofa 
we trous heighr, and of an infinite 
lnenefſe, and compaſſed 8& adorned 
"i Wn ile magnificence. I know 
nor 5 elſe to ſay vnto thee,bur that 
h avery high hill, yppon the top 
w reof, is a marucllous beaurifull 
G tyre beſer and furniſhed wirk all 
zofdelicat & fine flowres,wherein 
4 rc plired many rowes of trees,of 
it ſorts of fruites, and moyſtned & 
awed with moſt liucly and cleare 
> waters, Certainly,this is a ve- 
Neal in deed,for whoſocuer com- 
Bee nuuſt « on euery ſide runne 
ph grieuous and hard tribulati- 
Fea, an hundceth ri:ves harder 
@.cither che flint or rocky ſtone. 
he thacwil come there, muſt 
X Waxes farre f:om rhe center of 
th Recarth , that is ro ſay, hee muſt 
Wit be roo roo farre in loue with 
Y P iit 


320 Amedita.upon the 7pſaln, | © 
himſelfe,bur muſt tread vnder his feee a 
all ſenſuall and cartbly affeions, This ly 
is1acruth like a moſt fouriſhingGas Bis { 
den,for in ir are refident,rhe ſceds an hh... 
cauſes of all things, which dayly brins hy. 
forth moſt infinit goodly effe&s, and Wi, 


moſt noble and excellent works; | 4 
the partitions and deviſions thereok, Wegce. 
there is a goodly diſpoſing of the pam iy. 
of the world, fo iuſtly and can KW 
meaſured, as poſſibly can be deuiſed Ws.. 
The. frures thereof, are the pleaſe he. 
and fweer ſauouring contemplarions fla. , 
of wiſedome, wherewith it rourty FI 
and ſarisfieth rhe ſoules rhere dweb Bike, 
ling. The running waters thercof,ait let 
The: ſpripgheads, ifſuing from the's 6c(c 
ternall bountie , which ſpreadeth't Bhine « 
Telfe from at high ouer all the pants® Blige... 
the world, and c6rinually batherhiavl ik 
refretheth them. O moſt beaurifull& ſe, y 
holy hill, who ſhal aſcend varo way odch 
and who ſhalreſt inthe boſome of Rig. 
ſo glorious and delighrtull an abiding Bigger 
place ? 1-13 nd » 
2 Even he that is purificd within dneſ 
the ſacred flames of an holy and de- "4; 
uourt zeale: that hath ſo caſed his ſoule har, 
of the dregs of the world, that wo Sink 
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1 hiog left ro hinder his courfe 
for that way. For, when the 
| We cur ſoule/ is left: naked and 
: ; it draweth tight. on vnto the 
her wiſhes, euen towards the 

| ge of her felicitie. And ir is euen 
is z when being out of Joue with 
« ez which is. the: veric ſeducer 
xm iiudgeth alro- 
rightly ,-and rendererh ro e- 
ping «char duety which. nature 
= #4 ndeth,conſeruing peace by iu- 
& maintaining all things. as they 
rece m their creation, and direting 
he mvnro that end for the which they 
ebroughr forth, And to. ſay «ruly, 

t man is nothing clſe, bur the 

wr of nature, who! defendetly her 
$;and fighreth for [her owne con- 
Fuation,maintaining in reſt &peace 
la pmhich was by wiſedome creared, 
erefore; © thou Iuſtice,the mo-' 

f peace, thou are,nexr ynto in-: 
; : nc -,:mthe frſt degrec, to aſc. 
| Wn the 'hill of xrernall' blet- 
Next afer;Truth followerh thee, 

F ſhining oneuery fide, which 


t firme and darable: rock,.'a- 
oo | Py 
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322 A medita.upen the 7 pſaln, $9 
gainſt the which the cloudes of (claw t 
ders kick in. vayne's and ar the lfube - 
encounter: which! they 'ſpurre-in hc 
flankes, they are all cleane ſcarce uo 
and gone. And Vericic,who preſenta Ys 
her ſelfe ſecond, marcherh ro ger into Wu ve 
thar blefſed harbrough. For, 6 beaut YWur: 
full and holy Truth, whenſoeuer yi 
one louerhthce, and hath fer hishan Yue 
on rhee, thou thy ſelfe art by and byw Woe 
his harr,and after goeſt into his ip 
there adorneſt chou him with moſt 
gular beauty. And to ſay truly, tht 
beaury 1s nothing elſe bur the erernal Wo 
truth, which ſhinerh in rhe work aen 
the word of God,which made al thing 
fro the beginning, He then whichhaw 89 
embraced this pure truth, ſhall aſcng bs 
to that top, he hath ioyned in tholight YM ef 
with her, ſer-vp an Aulcer in his lips, Yd. £ 

_ driven frobim deceir & lying,& roote jw: 
them cleane out ofhis harr & mou 8 
For,lying is the very mortall poyſond 0 
the ſoule : ir is a flymy & cleauing' B86 
mor, which oucrflowing the eyeot WEW 
dcrftanding, engendreth rherein'# Y3ME: 
itwere a filme, .which raketh ang Re 
doth fighr and iudgement. .. __ 

-:#;Nozno, he thac will IE _ 
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bil, muſt caſt from him all va- 

je and lying, for theſe' ragges will 

th hold. on cuery nayle: he muſt 

| bbc purged cf this venemous 

| wWlenitic, which is. alwayes bufic 

F Wrcadic ro do ul vnto his ncigh- 

the 'yery poyſon of humane 

ci etc. For, ſecing it hath pleaſed 

,0 Lord, that men which live 

ther ſhould ſerue,asallthe reſtof 

yorks do, ro the minifterieofthy 

, he that cutteth off good. will, 

ch has a firme band ioyneth-the to- 

| ogy not he break thy law, & of- 

k " thine honor?what ſhal become of 

Yimithen, who norconterto ſuffer, the 

of charitie rowax dead in his barr, 

ſe nforceth himſelfe bebdes to de- 
We his good name? '-116;/; 

a5 And therefore, © Lord, be thar 

Wa cend ynto thee, and ſeercherh 

4 is hand co enter into this bleſ- 

habication,, muſt alwayes abhorre 

—— which being full of 

idy-malice, thinke of yothing bur 

he infelicitic of cheir neighbours, 

pleaſure in nothing bur, in dif- 

| bp ng and gricuing of them, as by 

bt Yery-calntenaces may be {ecngg- 
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324 Ameaita,uponthe 7, dh | 
for, when they weepe, chen aretheirYj 
neighbours in. good eſtate, and wha i} 
they laugh,chen goeth irillwith chem i 
No, no, their imaginatie grea " 
their pride ſerled vpon their extons i 
-ons and deceirs,will nor ſuffer them few 
abide an honeſt man, for, they arebu Yover 
white painted ſepulchres,whoſe filthi YWletl 
nefſe andinfeRion, will one day diſes _w_ 
uer'itſelfe, when it ſhall pleaſe thes Yi 
my-God; Bur knoweft: thou who the fp 
are that will make accomprofanhy ad; 
neſt man? Euen they that feare'ad 1 
ſerue thee in holinefle of life,a6W0Y nap 
plicirie of harr. C 
6 They, I ay, 8Lord, whohik i 
thee tobe alwayes preſent}, nota I 
-at their ations, bur in theirm 087 
cret thoughts, they thar ory hi 
keepe their faith, whoſewordisalure 
awne'of eruth, | vpon' whoſe prod 
his friend afſurech himſelfe, and by | 
compreth it already: done wt 
hath promiſed: for,ſuch a man,d It T 
belecueth verely that his uation BY 
pendeth of the promiſe which thoud tba 
thy meere fauour and grace, haſt m&Wlnyp 
vnto him,and chat heſhall nor bee br fea 
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jo ſe, if hee render not vnto his 
zcighbour, the ſure effect ofhis owne. 
i ll not heare Vſury once named, 

Wabborrerh that wicked theeuery, 

hputteth another mans neceſſity 

| maps che help which he 
aeth varo his neighbour-to ſale, and 
Wh time,dayes,moneths,&yeares, 
__ lefle will he be corrupred, 
weondemne che innocenr, to: {ellthe 
Yj6ds-of- another (man wrongfully; 
Juddefile the ſanRuaty of Iuftice for 
by gayne : bur holding his eyes al- 

wes open; thathe may vnderftand 
1 oynt of reaſon, and leaneth bur 
mr dthat-fide where the law iudgeth 
aldy.: Neicher'doth-auarice make 
ind ſhake, -nor fauour to hold-vp 
hand to take,burkeepeth him ſclfe 
myes equall and vpright, andfaich- 
Wand iuſt ynto all others, geuing by 
vl ' wiſedome . authoritic vnro his 

Wpetnents, 

4 He that ſhall ous live,ſhall with- 
Woubr,, aſcend vntorhe height of 

bihappy hill. The Angels ſhall carry” 

Wyp in their armes, guide his feet 

ir feare of ftumbling,and in the end, 

Fc himbefore the facc of the cter- 
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326 A medita.vpon the 7.p/aly, | 
nall truch, where he ſhall for cuere i} + 
ioy the pleafanc abiding place ofthis - 
moſt excellent hill, lifted vp abouethe BN 
heauens, to be the habiration ofghy 
rified innocencie ,. and be reunited 
ynto the principall of his being,which 
1s that cuerlaſting Deitic, and divine 
ercrnitie, All things here below, 4 + 
rerand change, haue an end, anda - 
conſumed: bur he, whoſe vertueſhal 
haue lifted him vp vnto this heavenh 
| bleflednes, ſhall continue in moſtgh- - 
rious eſtate, and yanquiſh all mma 
and. ages. Strengthen therefore; dF} - 
Lord, our; couragesz: and-comfortisÞ +» 
in theſe worldly afflitions.: And ſee Þ © 
ing.it is thy good will and: pleas, 
thar' good -men ſhall goe/ this vy, 
through the infolencies and: inuiis 
of the wicked,ſuſteine thou theirhopeÞ 

which is ſhaken by their affligion,} 
and by. the proſperitie of the wie} 
ked, and graunrt them conſtanciew” 
continue ynto the'end,'thar they maſh” 
ſee the repayment both of the 'good 2» 
and of the bad, Mo f 
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k MEDITATIO N 
ofthe Lords Prayer. 


IEP : Come vnto thee, 


ore | my God, as vnto 
©] the common. Fa- 

| 7 (| ther of the whole 
-world:I come vnto 
thee, I ſay, who in 
-the' creation and 
vation of all thy works,haſt wit- 
cle i thy ſelfe ro be a moſt "aff: Rio- 


#9 my right Father, who haſt nor 
menced thy ſelfe with the geuing 
_ my being, life and feeling, as 

ou haſt done vnto the reſt of thy li- 
Gertariires bur haſt ſent downe dn 
wathine holy ſpirir, & filled my ſoule 
th an heauenly light and highs of 
Diuinirie. I come ynto thee, my 
L regenerated & reincorporated 
wy familie by a new grace : I 


i; by reaſon I haue appeaſed the 


ked&Jouing Fachcr,. Tothee I come, 


330 A meditation __ FM 
wrach of my Father, through che ſais. 8s 
faction of my Redeemer. I come, ble. 
cauſe thou thy ſelfe haſt called ellis! 


JT: 


vnto thee, and holdeſt forth thing 
armes. Receyue me therefore, mp 
God, nor after the a:iſteriric ofaul 
Iudge, bur according to the compabliyr 
fion of a picifull father, and acces 
this mine earneſt prayer, which being ics 
conceyued in the botrome of mingle 
barc, hath diſcloſedir ſelfe by my lbyag: 
and flycth with my voyce vnto thel its 
uourable care of mine hcaucnly Blige 
ther, ſeeing it hath pleaſed thee, ilk 
Lord, to ſuffer me ſo to call thei 
Cauſe it,d Lord my God,to pierceilit 
-heauens where rhou thy ſelfe alle 
knowright well that chy Throne Willi i 
boue, and that chou keepeſt vndertyWah 
feer both the Sunne and the Starity 
and the earrh to be bur a very rite 
and my ſelfebeing thelcaſt part theirs 
of , am a great deale lefle rhen ile: 
thing. Who then ſhall dare ro-mateÞgy 
me ſo ſaucy asto lift vp mine cy _ 
ro thee ? Iris euen thou, my God,Widihes. 
firteſton hye, ro behold ar once ality 
works of thine hands 3 che ber a, i. 1 
yndcrſtand our wants , and day Wihky 


RAC ral 


# 


\ | vpon the Lords Prajer. 331 
+ Saire ypon vs thy grace, as a moſt. 

ket ſhowre. Euen thou, who haſt 
wat felfe ſayd, Aske, and yee ſhall be 
niard, Bur thou wilt be prayed vn- 
To with a conffanr faith : cauſe ir 
0] kerefore ro be borne and growe in 
*Siyfoule, for it is a gifc, thar cannor 
Mane bur from the Treaſure of thy 

ace :' and as ar other times rhou 
"SF addrcfied rhe lips of infants. to 


| fye thee, gouerne now the in. 
\ 


Ke and infirmitie of mine harr,. 
Wit may deliner vnto my mourh 
ia praycr as may very well like 
Ipleaſe thee. And becauſe rhou - 
felt know, my God, that my pray- 
»hboner conceyued in my foule 
a in my lips, and that although 
burden of my flcſh greeuerh and 
wth my ſpirit, yer breatheth it our 
Emuch as it can, thine honor and 
"Wale. And the firſt perition thar [ 
"Waxe ynto thee, is this : 
© Halowed be thy name, or rather, lct thy 
ballow and ſanttifie me, that I may 
iter able ro blefſe & glorikie thee. 
which of thy names ſhall Lblefle ? 
, wherwith thou haſt confotided 8 


_ 
{is 
”F 


& 6. 


L 


332 A meattation -. 
elſe thar, wherewith rhou haſt bly 

all the nations of the earth, Wiki 
beprayſed as rhe God of hoſts, $1 
God of all battailes, or, as the Sy 
our and Redeemer of the world; $ | 

I tell abroad, how thou haft 
things ofno thinghow rhou haſt ſon 
the heauens with ſtarres, covered 
earth with flowres,fruites, riue » 
with all living creatures, and 
like vnto thy ſelfe ? Or, ſhall "on 
bur of thar incredible Joue, by wh 
thou haſt delivered thine ownea 
Sonne vntodeath, to purchaſe far 
life cuerlaſting ? I haue not. real 
inough 0 Lord for ſuch an ent pr 
bur let it content thee, that Lſanf I 
thy name with an humble and ha 
thought , and that my medigarionk 
alwayes Gxed vppon all the be ' 
wherwith it pleaſech thee contin 

to fauour me, ſo as both my i 
as many as thou haft placed here 
this world, as in the middeſt of aj 
Temple, for the beholding and ad 
ring on cuery ſide the excl 
thy Deitic, we neuer turne our vndeh 
ftandings varo any other ing outh 


the comprehending and learning 


the Lords Prayer. 3 3 ; 
ro the end that we being re. 
one and the ſelfc ſame. de- 
+298 thee , Thy kingdome may 
ind thar after we ſhall have caft 
ke of finne, which {o long 
- h trailed and captived vs, 
ſue alone way reigne in our con- 
ces. A moſt blefſed and proſpe- 
, pne: for, rq obey thee 15.to 
laund our vnruly apperites, and 
mmand them, is, for a man to be 
kr ofbi owne ſelfe,and for a man 
Kemiſer of him ſelfe, is the moſt 
kteigne principalitie. It is an eaſy, 
xr,my God,ro obey theethy yoke 
trous,and the tribute which thou, 
et on vs,;is nothing elſe, butro 
'vs to be bleſſed. me VS. 
gfore, © Lord, inchis thy will, and 
the zeale of rhy good ſeruants, 
ling the inſolencie of all, fuich as 
og ec 28ainſt, thy Maieſtie,, be-; 
th: at thy lawe, and thy truth, do. 
kthrotighout the world.'O King 
bs, which haſt the dominion of 
earts, who by our humilitie and 
en ice, haft eſtabliſhed thine Em= 
| bend our wills under.thy. lay, to 
Wthat we looking allto one end, 


334 A meditation 
alpire not bur ro the aduancir 
- glory, and that our good ; OI | 
reſtific the good diſcipline of the 
ofheauen,vnto whome we dohomy 
and who allowerh vs for his ſubie ( 
| of whome we hold ſo many denel 
and graces, as that we can notpel 
fibly come any thing neere the n un, 
ber. of them. Now , what obedieng 
is it that we ſhould yeeld vnto t ee} 
how ſhould we gheſſe rodo thar wt 
wighr pleaſe thee? whois Set Ul F 
the botrome of thy thoughts ? an 
who ſhall be able_'to vnderſtand thy 
which thou wculdeſt haue ?I 
fore beſcech thee on'y,rharthy willh be 
done. For , fith thou art alcogerhet 
good, thou willeſt nothing bur g 
things : and for thee, borh ro do 
ro will, is all one, and in mak 
prayer vnto rhee,we wholy ſu bros 
ſues vnto thee, who neuer fajlet 
will vs well, and to performe the lan 
Alſo. For, wharſocucr, & © Lord, tha 
haſt willed, was done, and from an 
thy will, as from a luely and dp 
fpringhead, are deriued all th = 

s, wherewith the whole face fl 
earth Ss ir and where ; 


upon the Lords Prayer, 335 
theatiens are beautified; Continue 
[abe ſame towards ys, and ſeeing 
loue is as a fire that encreaſeth,ac- 
ling/as it findeth matrer ro burne, 
Kencreaſe and enlarge ir ſelfe in 
bg good ynto vs, vnto vs, I ſay, 
ge-wiſcrable wreeches , in-wholſe 
akeneffe, muſerie, and infirmiricy: - 
hall: finde it ſe]fe marrer enough: 
exerciſe; and worke: ypon. When 
ny thee, © Lord, That thy will be 
», wy meaning 1s robeſecch thee, 
thou wouldeſt efrſoones root our 
mine heart all theſe worldly de- 
es/ and willes, which being borne 
the corruption of the fleſh, cannor 
we any fcellow-fecling and agree- 
me with the Jaw of the ſpirir:ney- 
& geue thou me the bridle to line 
Hluſt,and ſceing that Tam thy child, 
d honorefſt me with this cizlelerme 
ter be bondſlaue vnto my affeRios, 
theepe me vnder the rod of thy law, 
der che tuto1ſhipofrhy comman- 
bers,to the cnd that my ſelf, and as 
by as haue ſworne to thy word, be- 
Framed to ſerue and-obey thee 
Inely, may alſo be ready & cheer- 


n,the miniſteric of thy ſerutcc, 
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236 . _ Ameattation 1 |} ; 
' folong as we ſhall abide here belonighh 
this morrall world, as thine Any 
and other moſt bleſſed ſoules, an 
thatheauenly habiration : "Ando 
will be done in earth, as it © in heauen, 
ſeeing it is thy will thar our fraylea 
amortall bodies do dayly. decay 

need to be reparcd and ſtrenge 

by ſome new nouriſhment, thar 
might hue continually recourſe . 
thee, Gene vs, my Ged, our dayly bre 
and geue vs charewiek, the graceſal 

. vſc ir, and all other thy bencfirs wy 
thou haſt beſtowed vpon vs,thatwel 
ſome meaſure nouriſhing and mailk 
raining our bodies, grieuc not; | « 
vexe not our ſoules z making ue 
thereby leſſe able ro come vnto the 
knowledge of thy truth : And inviny 
thy libcrall dealing with rhankſgeung 
we tye not-for all chat, our afteRioli 
vnto carthly and worldly things, bl 
make vs ſoto paſic throvgh theſereh 
porail benefits, as we loſe nor, for 
getting of thew,the erernal] blefly . k 
Let not the rafte of earthly bre 
wherewith we feed our bodies, W 
vs forget. our heanenly breadth 
bread of life;rhat eternal bread, uM 


wh ©: 


j poke Lords Prayer. 33 
uri ftrepgehnerh oveſigley 
eh. eh om death, fillerh cur 
thes with che Deitie, ang maketh 
e xemples of our G God, ro recciue . 
into our bodics,' and to be made 
bers of his members. Graunt vs, 
ad, that by this bread, or racher 
deſh, we maybe incorporared 
ur: Redeemer: : and as he, in.ta- 
: id purcing on of our fleſh, was 
oa our death, even fo we ta- 
d putting on of his fleſh, may 
ch takers of his immorralitie. And 
en g we haue, my God, bene made 
þ and recepracles of his Dcitics 
bs, and make vs cleane, to the 
t he comming to dwell in vs» 
mayeſt finde nothing there 10 
4 thee occafion ro depart fromvs, 
to make vs voyd of thy grace, and 
We luarion Now, itis impoſſible 
Ito be made cleane,withour thou 
me vs our; finnes, and remit gur 
44 we have bene. bendfſlaues 
Ly ro finne, and ynto.death, and 
Klever we clayme to be ours, ir 
geth ynro him: neither have we 
g eirher ro pay our aut ome, 


iſcharge our and | 
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tt | 


$30, + of meditation" 


Eb Lordit is tho: that a mi t 
"Thou haſt once for'all redeet 
'andfert vs aclibertte: but 1 yerni 
Nanding, we Yayly fall inro the 
of the enemy,we daily coral 
*Fand finnes; which make vs bot 
'finne : ceaſe nor for all this; my 
Bo vpts ys this rreaſbre, fig 

we may take the | price of cuz 

"Be thous &Lord, mote tron L $ 

"in pardoning of vs, then we art 

,Fending of thee. Lerthy mercifi 
*ftretch ir ſelfe our conrinually* 
-for fin clcaueth/ faſt vnto the uf | 
© of our benes, and growerh aiill # 
2old th vs, which'maketh vs whey 

* old, to be Ifcer a ſort'more filthy 
feRtious, were'it nor'that chotf 

: nually applyeſt vrito'our miſeri 

" merit'and worthineſſe of wiſh ne 

"fron to'the end tine we LY q 
fure' Kunching: & woundi 
| Krichees," tou mAye "fre 

© healc orrwotints; fand' jr. 


” the ofle of thy mercy, the sFirje | 


' may of thei remayne. Other 

' Lord; 'Ffhould be'afcard, tharth 

caſtingrhine eyes ordinarily mp 
__ nuhe the'cnd'ibe fo 


F% v9 _... 
L (72S. 
- -% 

p 


6 
iN Md 
d; 


ved;/as w—_ hows > Ml Ku 
faftypor nag6hereveogedofthe 
Which: we: our felues haug 
forgeue vstherforc our of- 
ſay garſins whichwe 
* Gdeeapeotenrlte And for- 
 bathery, ns we from our 
ect that treſpaſſe againſt. 
ſe vs contiuallyto ſer before vs 
Wrench: thau haſt noranly 
dchet copay ourdebrs,bucthe 
arifor our fins: thatwe may . 
an ynreaſognable thing ir 
de for vs to Jooke'to hauls any 
de gms 
rneighbors, con 
parton bermeenethe oſs 2 
h weicommir agaio 
s: wherwith:rhe | 
gane,qut of qur haxes,all wide 
to for thcir.ſakes; tor whole ayd 
ſucec = cholh:cauſcrf.ys to; be 
fy 2sgentle andmecke. ſpi- 
lic mg hecpe v5 1 Vnitie and 
dy loue, byiparzently. & meckly 
ng ae :\nbringies 0he; of anb- 
weight well kiow my God, 
peably-we ſlip; yea, how cal {ly 
_©_ wt the. way [of 
4 ij 


F 30 q 13 | 
OS”; 


this ſlippery and irkeſome life, 
hauerooroo|]mileforee anditet 
contirmally rokcepe/our fecryan 
refſthe winds which: 'driubany 
ward mto the ſteept-broakeingd 
all wickednes:and miquirievAndi 
fore we pray moſt earneſtly ymoi 
Net to leade v3 into tentation y'all 
keepe farre frovs all occaſionsy 
may any' way cauſe vs'ro offendy 
andiro'arme vs with thy holy yi 
grad allchoſe obie&s:whicholt 
ſelues offer chem vnro vs; without 
which we ſhallbe alwayes 'ouerea 
and bythe'which we ſhall .concing 
be vaquiſhers' n this wrefMlingay 
finne: for-this/prize; and zarlan 
vicory,' & fornone'burforſudvt 
as ithou docſt' ſecond in this 
Graunt vs therefore ſuch grace} 
thatwhen any extraordinary deliteiy 
gerting aus oem | > 5, wh, 4 


-thou wilt ſtrengthenzvs with'd i 
-obraine heauenly ritches; and vali 
1y-conmtemne and deſpiſe thegoow 
-this' world ; and the 'vncenaines 
frayle knowledge'of them./ Aridi 
'remember rhat they paſſe away ah 
-cloudes in the ayre from one coll 


mbe Lords Prayer. 24? 
-andinthe-endmelt: a 

aw CE nnallacd ;andrhav or 

hl Janfhremeirich 

! de edely garher. and-tie ape'vp 
- | eye op, moy- 
que v3iononeother cnd; burro 
bo ndemnation.ion =us: heads. 
dbethac jhotwiaf: thine'ovwne 

| rect wich meg vALo'vs 
=— : napoduſteineg raulnr.vs 
Sil eonfecharwelt; arid 
ji :comimunicate them! vnte 
= age greater.nced-:ofthera 
For thoearth»ixvhimo, 


opercrhom rhhto! cioſewhich 

em of vs in ohiy riande, thov wit 

my take thatacfrarti 4s; burwik 

k PSS 
_ vs 

rave [iforllidepder, zaftlic 

Minds ofqletamors of thisavortd 

{nor $5-and driw3 on; tor defire 

then is xpedicrit-for air falus- 


: ler ft: alwayes'be'nnprimed 


') iT; Rec 


worthdlp,.and:tharfor wow orviny 
cheezrhoplaceothonotis to togl 
RE grearnestherof.coſ : 

mYirie.' As forthe-reſt whichly 
wondet at & admire; iris burial 
ful ight,afrer which we huntwi 
mouth, & is hke-vnto::choſe/hithe! 
which a Sina ny - 
riuers. They ſhindande: 
che Skcand carsy thei which 
Leonor og 

efortyery greathec 

our worldly &feculardy 
Fairy orpaterder 

auec 

TE 


Elearcnefſe is like xnro: 2baſer 
fincly poliſhede* Hur: in folle 
#hcm, wefall intorhe running 
where we. are: incoarinently or 
vndone. Wo yhcertainely-fic 
deſtthe wills of Princes; and: 
mions-ofrhe — 
as: that: we ſtumble [at Jaſt: .ar; ſi 
feandale» ev)offenbe;, which 
ſhaketh and'ſhiucrech:vs,. any 
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or inkhs world; but to ſen et it 


the Toda Prayer 
& ſhaken with beholding FL 
4s: bur make me only ambigjpus, 

[z glory, and, cauſe that my ſpirits, 
ip vp It, ſelfe rowards im MOI tay, 

ed noir ſelfe with che ſmokes; 

| js world, Neyther ler:-me cnuy 
e wbich polſcſſe all theſe, frayle 
Eanſicoric goods and..hanors : 
bei deſire. be, to fprrogch as, 

# v9 ag ably, can, the example. 

© +. which thou, haſt pjce, 

(QUT: ynco! = "ai [moſt liugly, 

ts, in the.cable of OWne. 

ws Es 


flic Ah ire, fe WES Sn rar? 


xd. yn | 
BT tro HOnc, an 
| 6..be; cu age 
; anc Won abour goo _ 
mendable works, without ener 
& englutred with pale and ill fa- 
ed flouchfulnefſe. And ler this 
& and infamous glurtonie, which 
eh chy gifts, and which is drow- 
nwine, and buricd in ſuperfluous 
Js and drinking, be far away from 
ench alfo, & my heauenly Fa- 
al ho ſhamelefſc prickings of 
F- by Fry 


- $44  Ameditation Ec. 
the fleſh, which allure vs robre 
cliaftitic\ of our bodies, and vucith 
out” minds, Beare backc oY s 186": 
obieRs ,' which may ſtirre vp Aris ( 
| ſoales any flippery and thameleſſest- 
fe&ions. 'And to be ſhorr, Deliver wh 
from all euill, namely,from all euill Au 
gels, not grung rhem any power gui 
vs, And' if thou knoweſt that we aeſſÞq- 
abaur'ro caſt our ſclyes headlotig all © 
euill, make hk ro plick VS bat 1 by 
Krereh out'thar farherlyH5d of 
which is alwayes more ready roſþ 
mercy cher tuſtice--Save vs, dT 
gibigt Ml eſen neither let ou 


_ mcrſerieffe fo th 
gicken e againſt vs, ogy 
nber nor Ke ſeſfe, thir » 
nor only Gur Ga, -bic our ki "at 
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Gil. d, F air greeting. | 


f Eing ».\ noF+- miſcrable me 
Aworetched Proginee:, that thy, 
\ 6; Prer great exceeding in thine 
| J, euncient and wonted delights 
RS ow Fey brouthtthes 
”" thy outragious fury, and that thine ill 
ath-cauſed thee to put tayheſe thy vend 
al torne hands,to plucke out thine ow nebon 
whwithallyund to dufzure thine own face: 
if there be any intermiſſion of this hite 
mug miſchiefe , ſee thow.employ the ſame 
bebilding and looking vpou thy mf- 
je, But if {o be thowbe too to0- fearefullof 
lemiſeries which thou haſt brought vps thy 
or canſt not abide the fighn.af hag be- 
| {looke vp3 the ruine & deſbruuttion 
gh the ſe miſerable Hebreweshecanſe its the 
ſe tbat tho canſ# looke in, But whe 
| = har ll ue arrnel their je 


I o_— Oc. wous < _—— = 


by 


{ Ynto the Kingdome of France, . 
2M face to behold and ſee thy he 
is, lit-thems. alſo borrow feares "of ty 
inavleand motitie for them. For the: 


remedy to eaſe thy ſorrow and wy s fir m_ 


thee to acknowledge the ſa ud. ws wu 
baue + ee ofa; Nap Fg arhs # 
that be? ET. ewen xi when _ % 8 
' Doyeth thee moye then thou loweſt dyſols th 
Shall by bis gone leue overcome that deſired + 
thine which thou haſt to deſtroy thy IC 88 
Wind inwaiting:Forthis'good, aud projing 
for. the ſame, 1 Ad been 
realy for thee extras, 
teft thereby mallifie thine hard hart, 
tinguiſh therein the wrath'of God 
arainſ# thee, It may be that: they wi 
like thee, as a charitable remedy oughtts F 
«zl it may be that they will kin ol >” 
then wilt thow do a5 me) do, who viterlyns 0 
3667 whatſoewer ueffred.them for their oh, 158 
nd whetherthey. pleaſe. or difpleaſt C eel 
yet will 1 nexer ceaſe both to loe ana ſens Nene 
Dy voy what icit that I ſhould moievedl 
—_————— and ſoyue, hw 
Co beſt belourd- Countrey, my WABER, 
£ountrey, — that makethſome'an 74 j 
of me?.T he Loyd myGod ſaue ho” preferne (OP 
thve my poore countrey of Franceand 
me grace tube able a5 bleſſedly top 
welfzreyes I heave an earneſt eek 
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; pon the Lamentations... my 
| W- +.c. ob Ieremialy, ©: ,1i34ecy 


7 Tus PxBFAGZ fleph.,; 18 


Good Father ba 
WAycs.a great re- 
guy! yntothe wel- 


are of his childre, 

of and ſceketh, by all 

Cs A meancspollible ro 
EE preſerue 8& keeps 


by tem, m, Bur when th Fe hooaghy oh 
{bn nelſe and wilfulnefle deſp 


TI I (i ” q Wi iſedome, ands go abou vererly M4 


pethem ſclues,and intheend 
m = headlong injoeanſe 58 cal: 


| ies. which he foxcr pay 


yy is reuenged of 


? cewithtcares,and THE lewith 
2. Bur if ſo be hg hane] cylure. 19 
re out his behes, and that ſorrow 


th his rongnc leave. rd,xrrer, 
, þ, they are nothing eſe yy A 


61S 


: * wa 
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359 J/editations vpou the 
many lamentable paſſions, wrnediy 
pol and- birteruelſc. Such aa 
do we; both hearezand; Ea) hs\4; 
tins Profhr ro'be, w Ka 
befog fareſcepe he, — 

d « chhlow hit count 
nounced: and 2xyed our vi 
mouth, that rhe 11m: of her deſtrcſWet 
tion was at hand, and ſhould freed : 
houſes burar, nd their City Gans ; 
fore their faces, if ſo be the inhab i 
rants therofdid nor ſpeedily with qu! ue 
ning ſtreames' of tcares , and wh-- 
ſackcloth and aſhes, meer with theen-( 
flamed wrath of God, for rhcirfinns Yes. 
and tranfprefltons . But they rather dep 
harkned ynto the deceicfull voolh 
their cnemics, then yncothe yoycedle”: 
their friends, and harkned ratherm be 
thoſe 'thar: brought them ti ampy | 8 
their 'deſtruRion, then vnro thei 
which denounced the ſame vnro thei 
= eden our, that Fes , 6 

an mightie-Citic, the yery'# 
of the Eaſt, and myracle of chewt oe 
world, Ker. fo many, and ſo'mal 
chicas, fell in the cnd into ex by ne 
calamitte, And after that de 
bene Res and ſacked, SY 


S245 wv - 


x" ic - | mn vncomfortable face 


js Citic * acknowledging there- 
3 king .more then. the, ſorrows 
feds of his ald propheſics, bes 
<qp"boh them afrer. this i matt 


£7 $ 
Ww $ 


q CHAPTER. I. 


| JV: alafſe, TR 8 

cltare doo I ſee 

| {thee, thou great 

; and proyd Ciry-? 
b. <©& O, the pride of 
Worn Palaces is now a» 
ted. Now, all thy ſumptoous and 
phone, of thy coſtly _buildings 
F ome. downe ,- and* bevi £ to 
i, I looked + on cuery ide. of 

.to ſee. what was become of all 

j Ale Men » which were woot 


152 Kroner. i 

7 ocheth heyy atid'conldfialy 
riethings* thet& Wis 116 bodie & 

Fer the,and yet I calle#allthe th 

otter, 1H Hothin 'egine oro nl | 
Caſtles but igek dai nl 
now © 'poore Cirie, which fond ; 
wert .the” ſtately dwelling-place' © 
Kings,andthe Princefſeof Prouinees Y 
ang the ſeate of the RY he 
honor is dead, and thou art becol ld [* 


thy Jiuery and hog ſorrow; v ithoi 
end, ſorrow, full of all haxror, rel nd 
forrow,full of lafl 
_ u faw 
hidre loſt, * F 
ict alfa pb vnto PE Real aine 
and, rorment, 'With whar eyes | | 
they. 'be cuer able ro Iooke towak ae 
thee, and with what thoughes bead 
£o remember thee, when'as gran 4 | i W 
ynder fi barden of a moſt inſypper Bi 
rable{] abetypthe [ fern 
ice, Fine aur con 
ad iteirriflinate Hi Herthe oil 
hor ſay weeping, th a the 
of th, e nations is-now beco FF. 
Bb ge flaus, and the thatwa no 
ted to commaiuid orhets, "is be 


Lon rent AMOS of leremy, 353 
xr ſelfe now to be fax. 4 jon 
viſerable Citie, thou. ptnon 
þ'h efloully alcered;thj wry at T- 
| dition, gn Weepe he © hott Ore, and fig 
Jy, for, neicher [ hy wee ping, nor, 


: It f y Gehing, will theſe may dayes, 
ne avic to matchrhy tmiſeries. Tv 
> "Beth, je She wept and . wept dS 

her eyes never ceaſed. And whe! 

f& Sur ne aroſe Fore his 6p Ll 24" 
ia | to that on whenhe pone 
ju | 
ot 
pl 
p 


2G ſhe nener lean 

L Tas Creatures, abs 

mn ſclues” 1.20 do dolefull-; ro 

es, 99H all dior Wer wy | 
04 .& here: Fa eHT, 


ne i te mioued with. borror Car 
ter heckes Were never. dry, and hex 
ad Es. : on $51 FA 
; Us ch as 
Plains ual, Lk as ut: was no 


: her miſcrie ? She bad nor, ane 
ſe to comfort her, no not ſo much 


d ae: y where O1 
x | hard. os fin. ia 


—_— 


354 Meditations pon the . 
as 6 to, wipe away vo reares. 
> Ne, forſooke_ her, and th he 


s the Had, quize; w 
At Whey mes 'thar fc ny NB 
| Hon BE: g6od hap ap) do now veil " 
conremne: dog and they that vi 
reuerenced her roſperitie, do 107 
ſcorne and' mode her: for, fome of 
them fled fromher when the felli 
miferic.and they that tarriedbehiy 
did norhinp'clie but dba 4 
_ 7'Gimd, Thus was r4/alem 
 aiſd thepoore Hebrewes FM: ad 


hi cd in_cheir { 7 Sigel Wo. | 
a RE, ſhame, anc ul ; 


wou iT, GR rh, 
xn cha them. Ang, ah 
hte of the 'wilde : beaſts ws | &-:; 
he faferie, when any weit bou [1 
rwo'fer vppon them, and the pode 
people _— honey finde' calle; Bf 
nor " lace of repaire, ſafe ro 


Foes Aha hs Ire of inifete $1 q by 
co on, K 
miſerie v2 4g 7 og ak 
the” barred thar was Tbs AY eff th 
Fuchs as that narure Re js her 


7 
42 / [1 P 
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tations of leremy. 355 
20 the end to augment the 
2-of. theſe./paore; people., ..: 
Alalſe; whit-a farall :ruyne is this, 
tin cannot be avoyded? For, rhus, 
| oh ighrhauve fayd If ſo be ye will 
ai qo ye:ſhall haue theyaz if 
it be for our Jands ;& houſesthat 
a & vs 2-why, take them ro: yous 
7 Lif-yeo perſecure vs for hatred 
Lhe -bcare: varo- the name of our 
patrey's why; wee will haniſlrous, 
nm Whit, would- our mt- 
10-more of,vs'2 Why, perſc+ 
þ ie'vs when as wee. are readie, 
Rep Dorh ir affli& vs that/arg 
'uh 2 and-purſte.ys who 

| frm niſhed.7 Wee Tyr neal | 

world, and'ſtray and flcere abpi 
Ny racks and. yvagabonds , we.bape 

ba miſerics that any can p 
yer haye not ſp wuch A 
ach leaſtof cheir ba ty 

lee:vs; are vayde. of, camy 
ation Aeyther dothey.laoke onr, 
KO! pa onarely .yppon, vs. bur, 
ully alſo. And this was nor 5 n0E ou 
an in one placgalone, bug, 
Where ::and.the onely bcogfis 
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336 Meditarions vponthe\. 
which we have; is chis, tharallching $f 
are alike- ynto vs/in our miſcrie; Ba #! 
perſecution paſſerh as: lightly i! aifw 
as we, and is-preſenecaerywhere with 
vs. For, if we 'rhunke to eſcapebyayy 
ynknowne and ſeoret place; 'weh 
finde ſome thingto bewray vs, and 
er vs'vnto our encmies; Ha, whay 
hing is this xmuſt' we' who arc thih 
mroall theeorfiers ofthe inke 
to revurire avid hide. ourſelves wade 
the ruyhes'of out houſes; there rats 
nie contintally: our griefes,'nbeul 
_ "3 f hideous defclatioa of ou | ® 
Efti 2 1G Cot Wall u 
ally O'poote Syor wee | 
hel be =O yoote' b hes 
gaine with 'flt invte-reates de gong 
' welhould looke yponithe greardeatt 
hye: wayes , and ſay vnts os an 
What is' become of all choſe: evlipy 
Ges that Were wont'to'coneralkialt {| 
hye wayes;"ahd'where'lare rheyam Nb 
KAR wontt6& come ths BE 
nor'6ut Citic?For,all the at I&bou 
whole"and'Tottie, haue' coriic funny 
vnatb our: Feaſts, and to the ſolcnitit 
of our great ſacrifices: : bur now weſt 
fot ſo much 3 4 iriare ne Econ heere 


Lamentations of Jeremy. 357 

» | mo chis holy Ciric. There is nor fo 
& T auch as. an hcrmitage abour.iri'- All 
tho. wayes: arc 'concred::oueritwith 
maſſe;}and there: is: a:prerie foreſt of 

lier /&thiſtles abour-ix, Neither'6ah 
aiefinde and pick'our the foorſtep of 

a7 min, Theſe beaurifull andigrear 
ques ſo riechly & cunningly wrought, 

wi m che ſolemne duyes wete be- 
Joag: with: garlands and :no/tgayt3, 

| Wolapd al wide-open'vypon the 
Sound; and broken ini 'fitrers. The 

Genres that Javd open the wayes, are 
wefilled and fropped vp with'their 
nnes;"Alatſe, whar a change is this ? 
dthegarmecs-of our Priefls which 
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[ ent in their poxtificalibes finging with 
qrarmaicſtie & reverence the pray- 
pot our God, are torne andrent in 
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es a3 well as other mens, -and do 
wihing elſe bur weepe and groanc. 
They Jooke vp pitifully with their eyes 
Mo deauen;ico fee whether the! ri- 
ut ofhis wrath would'fallypon them 
W(or/no, The tefder Virgines'wlio 
eiwonr with their beaury ro adorhe 
= race of - our. City, as the Srarres 
©4-moſt plotious and Tleare night, 
all withered and beſmcarcd, and. 
b 
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253 Ateditat £0708 pon the. & | F: 
nothing buc horror and aſt 2niChes o mT 
an cheir countenances. For, excreay 
Famine hath. dried vp their fleſh, all 
Hath: berceaucd them their: mddyim 
 Tmooth checkes ſorrow 'arid price 
ibajh wrinkelcd. xheir fices , andale 
Hower of theic chaſtitic by the: ub Þ 
ier-inſolendy defaced; hath coun 
2ll their faces with ſhamt: and.difls. 
.nor..Andrihef ate now; no mere;hit i: 
-euen ſoimnany,dead, living- 'Fory they 
Jiye airogetber;:in' ſorrow. and grief, By 
-Neither .15 there -any 'thing that Þ 
. courageth them more roJiuc;thenge Us 
: ſame dolor, which killeth! them-with Bi 
; very heauineſſe, and ay akeneth they Nig 
-our of their birternefſs. .: -;/, 1 2030 Wh 
_ . c: Hes, A dolor-truly; too ton; bah Bs 
.and in very deede more: birtenthel Wi 
; age, to ſee them-ſelues caricdn Wy 
txiuwph by their greareſt'enemitaw Nig 
fee them braue by curſpoylew mil By 
. by, qur, great, pours; and w@ightis 
: by gur ouerchrow, . Thou haſtzd Loh 
«poured: our; thy heauictwrarh-vppgl 
- Ys,'and. madeſt vs fegle howyheaalt 


#44) 5 
Y 


-#hy reucngeſull hand is. : Thou! hath 


_ I belecue ; gathered: rogerher,all olt {iy 
; faules iato abungell once for ale 


.6 yentations of lerem K 359 
| +; 13 when thou ſawelt Nas 
| ite, and * worthy ic- 
wed | ve and uniſhment, thy ou awake- 
=| | y ſelfe, and. haſt has 
"7 owes of thy  ſeuere lic » 
{ Yn Bur, 6 Lord, oughte | nor 


the courſe of Famer 
« BT ehe in ay 'owne. dg and: con- 
ll ). be thy ke A ypon vs. bur 


wal |. wCalſoberotmented th the 1 e per-- 
"9 Þ fs of our chuldren, and for the ma- 
i p of « our miſcrie rhe greater , to 
uſ; vs alſo to ſee theirs ? For, wee 
bold of our goods, pur our 
i houſes, 'and Ied. away ,C 
ine, E Wee thoughr: that there was 
7, as it Wcte,, to bet feared 
en death , and yet now wee 
It nor, for, it is ſweet ro thoſe 
bs a are in miſeric . Bur'our ſpecdie 
| ave calamitie, to our, Sean 
” and pricfe', hath non 
ten 'vs' with' newe. miſeries: For Fors 
Tha ſ:ene poe before vs Nl ole 
of our children Hey d 
rriec capriue into. Bab ylo 2} cre 
wv; true our * enemyes 3 |, bond: | 
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g60 Meditations vpon tl 

” Yau, Euen fo hath Syon lol y 
flower of heryourh, and all the how 
of her City is cleane gone: She ba 
bene miſcrably torne All to rags, 


there is no whole thing left inher, 


'forrow & priefe; For, the greateſtanl 


ritchcft of ter inhabitants were carial 7 


"away by tcupee, and Jed intofh pl 


| Provinces, as flick &$ ; of ſheepe red 
Ht by dayes 1 ioucneys from m 


"marker, withour geuing them "T te 


Jeaue to feed as they go. hey ge 


their heads and their eycs 00k 


iy ul 
1 


downe to the ground, fighing moſlj 
reotifly. And the conqueror folly 
"ehicm- -ſcourging them with be. 
"they, which dwell by the hyc 
fides, as they paſle, laugh ar heir) 


fiction, and moſt no 
ypcn them. 
| Zain. pad as a freſh wound op 
Ron the old ones,cuen ſo wereth 
ts broughly pierced, wherebythl 


' remcembre 
*puniſhmenc which rheir fathers fi 
xed, becauſe they had forſaket 
- xrue fcruice of God, and geuenthe 


"ſelues Gtter ynto their fooliſh wha, "_ 


"om called alſo. as, 


their old finnes, and : 3 


Lament ations of Jeremy. 36x 
py were fallen into their enemies 
when as God had lefrthem; ©, 
$0400.r00 oucrlare remembrance, 
puldeſt hauc come a great 
wa ro! haue turned them 
ſWiheir wicked and abhominable 
, and if they would not have 
eit for Gods ſake , yetthey ſhould 


mh " We : it at leaſt for feare of his 


ſp which they had ſo often felr. O 


ary ik ſe repentance, which commerh af- 


uiſhmenr ſuffred. They were ve- 


reblind that could not foreſee 


: attrayne of miſeries which fol- 
' their offences. Bur alafſe, 8 
i fonc, thou doeſt thus bleare the 
thy friends, and wilt nor pur 
Min wind of their repenrance bur 
henit is all paſt time, For, 1eruſalem 
urned her back ypon God, and 
dher owne concupiſcenc es,ſhe 
made her a God of her owne 
re,and worſhippedher owne de- 
k n4 he-neuer once turned her eyes 
is heauen,vnrillſuchtime as ſhe 
We ther magnificence cJeane vnder 
te, the whole world laughing ather 
me, making aſcorne. of her Sab- 
open trandlating and alcering of 
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362 . Meditations wponths || | 
herfacrifices, wherein the hadſoguht 
confidence, which could in very 
Ferue her tonopurpole, becaulenliiieel 
were done wxh-ſuch pollured hanke! 
. Heth, For,ro fay truly, ” 
nothing clſe burt-a finke 'of finnewre 
filchineffe : for, from the higheſtyulſea 
the loweſt,thcy were all moſt abhonilifis 
nable:for,the began to forget herGulifl 
that was ſo fauvurable vnto her, 
thereupon, as one that was blindezhi 


"J - 
5 - oh 


fumbled & fell into ail maner ofwelliil 


kedneſle, And atter that (ue hadp 
.ped about here and there at alladumiim 
rures,ſhe fcll into this ſtrange calaniſſh 
x1e: and then, as many as hereof 
Mere wont to rcuerence & honorhnls 
began forthwith rod:{daineardia 
SJourcly ypo her. For,hes ſhame laps 
vntothe eyes of al the world,8 wala 
before cucry man as a laughing ſtoagyl 
.fome asking her, what was becomes 
all her-weald}, ſome,what was becamnſ 
.of all her honor,-and; there-w4s nally 
-an honeſt womis child, which hadnoſiit 
agird ather. In ſo much that ſhe cough 
.do nothing elſe burweepe, andÞeiighhy 
all aſbamcd and comfortlefle, ſhewyfh 


.driuen to goe hide her ſelfe,  - {13 ry 


* | Lamentations of Jeremy 263 
malithet, And whe ſhe ſaw her ſelf alone, 
inadin mar eftare ſhe ſtood, ſhe found 
wſelffrom the crowne of the headto 
f the: faor, to be moſt filchic, 
& Garens txto be moſt beaſtly be- 
A oud and mire. Andas the 
;k, when he hath ſpread abroad 
2, in looking ar his feer, let- 
t fall downe agayne, abating 
by his pride, cuen/ſo/hath' ſhe 
ed downe her: heart;»forrowed 
ai n her ſelfe.,, and cared no. whir 
death , by reaſon that all things 
d.her-,, bur; chiefly and above 
pogre and miſerable life. She 
” wen to be ajtogether: ſad, with- 
having any_bodie tocomfort her, 
nfs, friends had forſaken her, or 
ahey were necie-abour heryit was 
pnone-ocher eng but 'ro affliR her. 
herefore,when as ſhe foundno help 
ſprpon earth, ſhe lamenrably lifced 

{head yntoheaucn, &withdeep 
we:f0.che bottemeofber hart, ad- 

| &d her ſelfe.ymd God, and ſayd: 
re thou not compaſſion vp- 
a" \ wroe,in m this my. grear affliction ? 
eamreſt thou not-mine extreame miſe- 
By |: x? $urely,there i is none can ſaue me 
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364 Meditations vponthe'\ || . 
fo well as thy ſelfe, Come therefyye 
thou be the God of mercy; andfq fo 
not thine humble and old ſeraant; t a 
mine enemy ſetterh his foote yponyſsi 
throare, and caufeth'me moſt 

fully to belch. Come here 
Lord: for, my continuall injury'ys 
thame, and the ovtrage thar is 

ynto- a ſeruanc, redounderh toitdy 
mayſter, And therefore, cove $Lad, '< 
for,mine cnemy outrageth mebevl 
all meaſure,and without all pirie.”" 

| Tod, He hath layd his bloudylm 
ypon that which I accompred'ml 
deere, and ſpared no wht. of hw 
which I made reckning off robe 
holy. Thow haſt ſeene him entering 
thy SanQuary ,' ind into*'thary a 
which ought to have we 

bur fanRified perſons : no, none 

pure and cleane * Guiles And ſuchs 
worthie to-be partakers'of bebe 
dingofthy divine an <_ un 
receyued androuthed; euen 

and impietieitle}fe,and ſecnchil} G 
crilegious hands teake'away t 
naments of rhy Teraple, 1c jedi 
habitation of thy deirie, 'and che ab 
dingplace ofthy grace, asif thy los | 


Lamentations of leremy. 36x 
fnlad protubirions forbidding them nor 
wolaabide and carry in ——_— 

"ellace to enter rhereinro, had bene bur 
is.iwere-a very ſong. Where wert 
ahou.chen, 0 Lord, and although thou 
e:4flareſt nor for the injuries which we 
whe receyu<d, why art thou nor yer 
/dagflitvenged of the wrongs done ynto thy 
g4 ] To 6 
Li Caphs Thou haſt bene, & Lord, very 
wngy againſt poore Teruſalem, and haſt 
Yſyd,that chou haddeſt no will to come 
handffiv help ir, by reaſon of the great and 
*meſfmanifold offences thereof. Ir is now 
thay; 0 Lord, or clſe neuer, for allhec 
Werable. inhabirants gee ſhamefully 
llegsing for thejr liuing, and haue 
vgiien what ſo.cuer good thing they 
Ladle, for a mouth full of bread, and 
ebitfliught full dearely che warer which 
ity. have dronke. Forſake not,0 Lord, 
<8 our carneſt prayer, and turne a- 
eetelethine eyes of mercy vpon ys, for, 
Tigeorpride hath hererofore eſtranged 
S&-Ivfom thee , our humilitie ſhall now 
>&Fitconcile vs vnto thee. There can be 
dHheJow nothing, 6 Lord, to be ſecne fo 
\o-Jiumble, vile, and abie® as we are, nor 
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366  Aeaditations upon the. 4 
of rhee then we haue, neytherituif 
there be any thing found ro be tin 
piriful chen thy ſelfe. ' 1Y5er 
Lamed, Tell me, I beſeech ye 
that paſſe by and ſee my ruines, ulſſ® 
do conſider the remayne of my 1 
neſle, and then tell me if heril met 
ny thing in the whole world fo ni 
rable as it is, and thar cuer fichmgy 
you haue had eyes, that euerim 20 
ſawe any dolor like vnto mine>TAN* 
me Ipray you if cuer ye were ables - 
keepe your eyes from ſhedding oF 
reares, whenſocuer ye beheld myds (0 
ſolation ? 1 fpeake vnro you ,1 fy; 
which haue heretofore ſcene thisCk h 
tic ſo wonderfully furniſhed withwelhbY® 
& ritches,her greatnes 8& magmicber, be 
- & do now behold her m6ſtrous ſpoil ul 
do ye nor thinke thar you ſec avins 
yard laid wide open,whereintoallfors 
of beaſts are entred,who haue noron- 
ly ſpoiled the vintage of the grape 
| haue alfo broken downe the hedges, 
pluckr in ſunder rhe very armes of the 
vines. And this ye ſce is theple 


God,he is iuſtly angry with me,S&hath 
determined to viſit me in his fury.” 
Mem, His vengeance is come _ 
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e | Lenentations of leremy. 367 
|oflioc' beaten like lightning, ic is come 
thn ſothunder and lighten vpon-me, and 
: 4: sentred into the very marrow of my 
Bones nothing can be ſeene to be 

; nd fene more ſuddamely, more carneſt- 
jy, or more powerfully, For, in a mo- 

«x {umticis come, oucrthrowne all in a 
miſs {noment,; and all in a minure fhaken 
iente {vo litters & pieces. For,my Temples 
jm $d- toy Caſtles which reached vnto 
T4 fde'clowdes, lye now euen with the 
lew = Citics are like vnto plaine 
o ff ,wheron you may driuc Carts. 
y Godhath made me right well know,ta 
fy;{ ay cot,his power and mighe. He hath 
ri; Bnademe heare an horrible lefſon, We 
rel ought by our wifedomes to haue 
bee, (X06 able to withſtand the blow of his 
uſtice, howbeir, there is neither wiſe- 

ins $4we nor councell againſt God. We 
ons | we bene —_— on Euecry lide. 
on: | fr whe we-chought rocome our, and 
bot Y 9bein ſafcrie, we were faſt intangled 
s.& [ibis nets, and the wore haſte we 
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gade to get our, the faſter were we 
cf $=allhed,& inthe end were caſt downe 


”. 


,” 
: 
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"o 


ach | &adlong into that puniſhment which 
"op te had prepared for vs: like vnto the 
we | Wer who thinking to eſcape a ſhelf 
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363 Meditations vpon the 
or flat, fallerh into a gulfe which ſnd 
loweth him vp. For, our miſery, is 
deed a very gulfe, where our ſights 
taken away; and we brought backints 
an inacceſflible wildernes,where ther, 
35 none to comfort vs, in ſomucha 
thatour eyes, neuer geuing ouer wee 
Ping, are able inough to drowne ys in 
OUr OWNne teares. | 
. N«n. I neuer © Lord, lookedtos 
ſcape ir, for thou haſt too roo longhad 
an eye vnto my finnes, and haſtdetes 
mined of the puniſhment which [ 
ſhould ſuffer, ir is ouer long ago fince 
thou didft couple my ſinnes rogethey 
and holdeft hom faſt linked within 
the hand of thy iuſtice, In the end 
found my ſelfe all at once oppreſſed 
and felr my finnes as an hard andin- 
ſupporrtable yoke, rye me faſt tobe 
tormented. I yelded my neck vntothe 
puniſhment, as an oxe ynto the yoke, 
vader the hand of an vnmercifull me 
ſter.. My miſery gaue me no reſt not 
intermiſſion ſo long as there was al 
ſtrength in me. I might haue ſaydthat 
I was with my laſt maſter, and that 
God had pur me —_— he 
engmy, of whoyne I could neuer nal 
Es. bene 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 26 
". 4 rid, bur by departing our of this 


Samech, Whar reliefe or comfort, 
bLord, may. I haue in my miſcries? 
lawhat place may Ilodge the reſt of 
my hope ? Thou haſt vrtcerly cxrirped 
and rooted our the race of Iehuda, the 
jery ſtalke of Kings & Prophets. And 
8 if by laying open mine cntrayles, 
thou mighteſt pluck our mine heart, 
even ſo. haſt thou: raken from me my 
have and valiant children, by rooting 
outſome, and ſending captwue orher- 
bme. Thou haſt choſen our a very 
giod-time for thy ſelfe, ro ruyne and 
kckme, and ro:geue me for a pray vn- 
wmy greateſt enemies, and thou haſt 
taken. a very good order in. allthings 
forche ouerthrowing,,of that which [I 
bold. moſt deare, which I haue made 
thiefe choyſe of, to loue, and wherein 
thaue ſerled all mine whole affe&ion, 
lacalaſſe, with what cruclcie, if I may 
fay fo; hath Ternſalem ſcene all her 
ery of the bodies of her; yoore chil 
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en, They haue bene, layd vpon the 
eek, their bones have bene broken in- 
Meces,andrheir as | hath rug downe: 
Wo!) ©: 
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70 Meditations vpon the 
the chanels like treames.There migh | (ho 
you ſec the poore Virgins vererlydf.l Wy 
comforted,there is no more maydeahÞ} it 
ſhamefaſtrefle left ro coulor theith. 
ces withall, tha is to ſay, no more 
their fathers bloud to leape vp-inty 
their viſages,ro mixe with their reare, 

Ain, Alaſſe, whar is there leftfa 
me to do in ſuch a ſtrange an afflid 
on as this, bur inceſfantly rowege! 
And therefore 1 will weepe,and wetyt 
my fil; Twill conuert mine eyes into 
fountaynes, and fill wine heart wit 
forrow and griefe. Ha, is it nor po 
fible, to kill my ſelfe wich Mas 
Ha, when ſhall T figh ſo muchy# 
that 1 way ſigh my ſfoule our of ny 
body ? For, ſeeing I haue none othit 
conſolation; and rhar God alone'who 
1s able ro caſe my miſery,is farre any 
From me, 1 can hope of none'otiet 
end ynto my dolor, bur to ſuffer ite 
ſame ir ſclfez ro the erid char the 
flaming fire When it burneth brjghel, 
ſooneſt conſumeth- rhe! mattet 
it raketh hold'on;eueni ſo the more@ 
dolor encreaſerh\,-the ſooner itn 
make an end of the matter wherein 


it remayneth: And whas orher thing 
CS. wo 
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| Lamentations of leremy. 37% 
hhould 1 Jooke to be 2 For, I have loſt 
, wy children,mine enemy. hath gorten 
len Taco his clouches, made himſelf 
ith | maſter borh of me and of my goods, 
red fould I then deſire to linc, robehold 
any longer a more continuall miſc 
. Phe, Poore miſcrable Aiftrefed 
oo hath caſt open her armes, . and 
d vp her hands vnto, beauen, bur 
not as yer found either in heauen 
&.in earth any, ayd or .comforr. All 
the world hath runne to heare her 
9, bur none otherwiſe then as flyes 
pſwarme abour a ſore, to ſuck and 
it, Euery one of her very necre 
ighbours haue encompaſſed her, to 
> her, and rodeuide ther ſpoylcs, 
all her auncienr friends haue for= 
ken her,and fled fro her,as me would 
fe fio aloathſome diſeaſed woman, 
Sade, I feele,0 Lord, much miſery, 
chart is ready to burſt, with ve 
and anger, in ſo much: as that 
m.cnforced ro cofeſſe rhar.my. tuiſe- 
=> isnothing elſe.bur thy wſtice, and 
my finfullhads haue wrought me 


y tormer, I haue prouoked thine 
inger againſt me,& forced thy goodnes 
by wine obſinate wickednes, to take 
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292 Meditations vpon the 
the rods into thine own hand, rom; 
me feele, that thou arr iuft, roletme 
vnderſtand, that thou knoweſt mylik 
ro'make me learne, rhar there' isng 
ehing hid from: thee, that rhou app# 
rantly ſceſt, what is in mine hart, and 
that my moſt ſecret thoughts, areyis 
fible varo thy prouiderice. I thought 
once to haue hidden: my finne, ad 
therefore I muſt needs now confel 
the puniſhment, and thar the 'yey 
Krength of my ſorrow, drawerh out 
the truth from my mouth. Bur alalſe, 
ſeeing my miſery is ſuch, andthard 
my comfort reſtech in complayning, 
heare ye attheleaſt, 0my acyay 
pcople,my dolefull & ſorrowfullyoye, 
and. behold alittle my miſeric , and 
marke if cuer ye ſaw any gricfe com 
parable vnto mine. And ſceing yevil 
not ſer to your hands ro ayd me, lend 
me yetyour eyes at the leaſt, rohane 
compaſſion on me: and if ye be nota 
zo-gerher tonic harted , weepe with 
me, ro ſee niy poore daughters this 
Jed capriue into a ſtrange countrey, 
Copb. Whar thing is more weale, 
deccitfull, and vncertaine, rhen 


force of men, and eſpecially whe on 
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' Lamentations of Jeremy. 3 
ey I haue beſought the ayd 
fall my friends, and hauec looked to 
hate had all Egypt ro come to help me, 
becauſe that for ro hold friendſhip 
with her, I ſer my ſclfe againſt the Bu- 
Wlaniens, Bur alafſe, I remayne alone, 
and am left vnto this crucll Caldear 
tice, and therefore, all that I am now 
#lero'do, is, to dercſt the falfe faith 
efmy falſe and'rrayterous friends,and 
king vnderſtood chat the ſuccotirs 
which they promiſed me were to none 
other cnd =_ to _ me, and to be 
artakers of my ſpoyles, cuen to con- 
—___ A Lets to be aduenged 
their villanies. And yer forall this, 
e my miſecrie no whit lefſened, 
ae hav 1 found for all this, any 
itthe more ſuccour,thar my Priefts 
adfacrificers promiſed me,nor ſeene 
wyofrhoſe hopes wherewith they fil- 
ke me, not yer any ofthe yayne pro- 
wes, whetewith chey priffed vp mine 
wrt, ir ſeemed ro then, thar thi 
Nd haue ' oucrthrowne mine 
mes with bare words, They were alt 
thonyed whe as they had felt the dan- 
Fr,and had in the end ſeene the com- 
wa miſcric of the whole Ciry light 


274 Aeattations pon the 
vpon their owne heads.; They dyedd 
extreame famine, theyr Philateria 
or Rochers, ne yer their long, fide,and 
wide veſtiments, were able to {ave 
them, one might haue ſeene * lug 
bring them to their end, and 
dying voyce crauing a mouthfulle 
bread to relicue their wretched by 
dyes, could find none to geue itthen, 
' Rheſch. In ſo much, tha whenlhad 
rurned: my: ſelfe on ,cyery ide, and 
found no helpe- any where, I wases- 
forced my GOD, and my Lord 
runne to. thee, capa in -bowi he 
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nemyes themſelues. haue comp 
.on me- I am from the crowne 
head vnto the ſoale of the foore fi al 
.of ſorrow, and. there, is, 10 par of me 
| a gricuouſly .rouched, Mei 
inketh.'my. bowels. ro, be pluck. 
Pieces, within me, and am of the FA Fe 
ion, that ; mine harr will rue 1n 
der. My mouth is as bitter as ; ſoote Cf} 
,gal and [ am cftſooncs nothingd a bas 
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Lamentations of Terevry. 375 
butbirtetnes ir ſeIfe;Bor,a!lmy words? 
choughts, 8& deeds,are bitter; & which 
way ſocuer I turne me;'I ſee nothing 
har horror and trembling: for withour, 
the ford curteth downe whatfocuer 
fiderh before ir,8&the tron pardonerh 
nothing. My land is not knowne, its 
Þthicke ſowne with dead bedies; and 
yithin;the'eſtate and condition'isnot 
wack more pleaſant: for 1 ſee there 
ay'children afflicted with famine,and 
de moſt pirifully, I beho!dthem lying 
ply and thinly with gogele eyes, and 

copen gaping mouthes, breathing 
outthe laſt gaſps of death. 

'S,' © whar a fatall & horrible ſpec- 
tade\.is-this,-and yet men haue ne 
wmpaſſion on them ?'They haveſeene 
weitithis eſtare, and yer-could there 
t6tbe fourid one that had a fellow fee- 
ln/ofmy miſery, or that'ever gate | 
wy meany comfortablewword ro-mitigare 
uy wy-griefe; And/as. for mine encihics, 
Me the extremicic of \'my miſcrie 'tnade 
09 $6n0-more to melr; Then if they had 
4 - ures hearts in their bodies, and 
j fioſen b 

, 
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ſen bloud in their yaines.:For, aN 
* | Weir 'talke was, Marke how God hath 
=, and dreſt her, and bearea 


376 Meditations vpon the 
downe her pride. But thou knowef 
not o'thou rygerlike & inbumane ra 

how God keepeth thee. Thou thy ſee 
reioyceſt at my miſerie,and | wil com. 
fort my ſelfe by thine, For thou wk 
ſhew vnto them,d Lord God,thatthay 
art iuſt all the world ouer, and tha 
with thee, there is no acceptation of 
perſons,that euery man hath his tume 
through thine hands, and that the 
Jonger thou deferreſt thy vengeance, 
the more grieuous and terrible it j 
when it commeth, recompencing the 
forbearing thereof , with rigour and 
ſeueritie, 

.--T as, Enrer therefore; & Lord, into 
iudgemer with mine cenemies,lay open 
alictle rtheir.doitigs, ſhew. vaco then 
their liues,: and after thar thou hal 
cauſed them ro know, thar their 
ſciences are full of blaſphemie& 
lution, and baſt taken from them ihe 
curtain ofhipocrifie which ſo mighte 
auerſbadowed , theyr robberies and [| tow 
thefts, be renenged alictle of lie in 
xurnes, lay 'therh ypon the rack; thit bel 

they may. be hard a little ro cry.vnds! Fan 
theprefle of tribulations, rotheedd [lor 


Wy may vnderſtand, char ſecingdbi® in 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 377 
[have ſuffered for my finnes, thar the 
rgour of my puniſhment is bur as ir 
jerea ſummons and denunciation of 
theirs, and chat my teares and grones, 
kaeput our thy heauic wrath, which 
lindled and lighted againſt my ſclfe, 
mdthar they haue lighred againe the 
lime, againſt thoſe which reioyced 


ad laughed ar my miſery. 
CHAPTER II, 


> Arke and behold 
here aſtrange and 
| JamErable altera- 

rion of things. For, 
5: 5" Syou, the | car; 
klenet daughter of God,who held vp 
terhead aboue all the Cities of the 
wrld,as a Cypres tree doth, abou all 
te buſhes in the wood, who caried in 
krforchead an honorable and mag- 
tibcall maicſtie,and ſhining moſt glo- 
ouſly, is now Go downe to the 
nr ſo disfigured, obſcured, 
elmeared, and blemiſhed, as thar no 
8 Jitan will ever know her, and this, 6 
lard, is come to paſſe by reaſon of 
dine ircfull blowes which thou haſt 
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3 78 Meditations vpon the | 
layd vp her, who,as thou haſt witha 
inhni power created all thingsinper. 
feQion, deſtroyeſt alſo with a moſtin 
finir power all things in the hear oftly 
wſt anger, Thou haft Jifred vp euen 
ynto hcaucn thy dearely beloued Hu 
and afterward threweſt her doyne 
roundly from heauen to earth,becauſe 
ſhe contemned thy air irie andfriend 
ſhip. Her mightinefle ſerued her fir 
. none orher purpoſe, bur ro make her 
fall the greater, and the noyſe thered! 
the more terrible. For, as thou art& 
ereame in louing,ſo alſo art thou as 
treame in puniſhing: and whe rhrough 
long impenitencie,che people enforce 
thee to put ro thy reniEging hand, then 
15 thine anger like thunder. and light 
ning, which ſpareth norhing that, it 
meeceth withall. Now, it is a ftrange 
thing ro ſee how God hath dealruith 
$yor. in his fury, ro. ſee how he, hath 
bene auenged of his very Temple,to 
ſee how behzk deſtroyed & ſhaken 
firrers the place of che world which 
beſt liked him,& wherupon a ma might 
| Gay, hereſted his feer, making his deb 
tic to be ſcene and knowne in that 
Place, as much as poſſible might. , ; 

et 
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af 13467 And whar hath he pardoned ? 
Hath any thing eſcaped his hands vn- 
wuched 2 Looke ypon all the houſes 
of Tacob , and vpon whar ſo cuer ex- 
quifice ching that-is in I»dab, and tell 
me fchere be any whit of any of all 
theſe rhings ſtanding ? Tell me- I be- 
kech ehiee, if there be fo much as a 
camer of any of all thoſe fo braue 
ind proud fortreſſes remayning ? Is 
poſſible for all Pa/eFtine to be noted 
fr one, whoſe feaſts are noc broughr 
d#ne alſo as low as the foundations ? 
faththe Kings Throne bene polluted 
Fouerthrowne?Haue the Princes and 
toble me of the countrey bene bearen 
with cudgels, and dreſt like poore and 
niſcrable ſlaues ? Surely, rhey were 
the very Burs of the injuries. 
'Gimel, To be ſhort , ſince the time 
thar God began to be aduenged of vs, 
tehach nor lefc either great or mighty 
hour land, whom he hath nor ſhaken 
Ehigcred. For,whar ſa cuer was emi- 
nent & high, hath mec wirh the finger 
his wrath, He hath brought vp6 our 
out armies of enemies, aſſem- 
bed range nations, and broughr 
ienichome'- cuen: 'vnto/ our faces, 
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Lenentations of leremy. 379 


380 Meattations wpon the 
and left vs ynto their furious cruely, 
We haue called and cryed vpon hin, 
and coniured him to ayd his p 
bur he hath beheld vs with a threatful 
and diſdainefull cye, and turnedhy 
back vpon vs, without geuing vs ay 
fwere. And incontinerly, he lightened 
a fire of diſſention-in the middeſtef 
our prouince , which winning fron 
place to place, and compaſling allthy 
whole countrey , hath burnt downe 
euen to the very leaſt houill or ſhed, 
and deuoured all the whole nation, 
Daleth. Ir is the Lords hand which 
Rath done this, Ir is he thar is our prin 
cipall enemy, and he thathath fought 
againſt vs. We haue ſcene his boye 
bent againſt vs, & his arme ſtretched 
ouer our heads, And with this. blowe, 
haue all our Citizens bene caſtxothe 
ground. Wirth this blow,haue our molt 
roud- palaces fallen to pieces. Be- 
ieue me} it ts with his owne handthxt 
he hath ſpred vpon our land the fired 
his indignation,which hath-chus miſe- 
rably conſumed vs. Vnto him alone 
muſt we impute our ruine. For, allthe 
forces of me were neuer able to bring 


this matter thus abour,andro paſſe. 


He 
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Lamentations of Teremy. 381 
” He, Nay, he hath of ſer purpoſe pur , 
whis hand , hath denounced warre 
mto-1ſrael, and meaneth roproue his 
fotces againſt him, O, whar an hard 
#d dangerous tryall is this 'He hath 
aftdowne headlong from the higheſt, 
fItoche loweſt, the moſt pompous and 
arfcaſt, cuen ynto the bottomleſſe 
of ouertie & miſerie, he hath 
fuken with thumder and lightning all 
litfortrefſes; and diſmanteled all her 
Calls. He hath humbled, and'thar 
vithigreart ſhame, both men and wo- 
ten, and changed their pomp 8& mag- 
ticence inro mourning and groning, 
"Fas, Bur wile thou know how we 
hide bene handled ?ÞImagin then with 
RIfe that thou'ſeeſt a flocke of 
oas in a faire Garden ſet full of 
[uy praffcs and impes, bordered and 
otred+ with beaurifull floures , and 
fowen with moſt excellent ſeeds of 
St daynrichetbs, ang' ih a momenr 
they are allrauencd, brouſed on, bitte 
whe ſtumps, and rooreg cleane vp. 
Ofc, imagine thou'ſeeſt before thee 
ſmall houill'or ſhed as we call it, 
bile vp with dire andſpirtle,and That- 
Gd" with ſtrawe',' and as ſoone as 
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283 Meartations vpon the\ 
any. ſtorme ariſerh, it carrieth a 
with it an handfull of it this way, and 
another bandfull that way : and the 
place, where- it ſtood, is chat, when 
the-lcaſt part of the ſubſtance chag, 
of remayned, Euen ſo hath Syon begs 
dcalr withall, for, :of all the grog 
Temples, and braue buildings a 
af , can hardly be found the: ple 
whereon they ſtood, that a manmight 
fay, Here they were once. Fox 
there is no moreſpecch of themztha 
if they had neuerbene. The fealtvani 
Sabborhs, which were there celebry 
red with ſo.great ceremonie andreug 
'rence,are vtterly aboliſhed. Yeagboth 
Kings and Biſhops:were rouched-wih 

the finger of God,as we!l astheivelly. 

\. Zain, It was, aſtrange thing 19.8 
.God grow to be thus angrie, thathe 
; abhorred, his Aulters, had. his facrih 
ces; in-abhomination , - ro curſe that 

- whichbe him ſelf hadonce ſan&iiked 
to leaue his holy Temple, his vet 
"deere and, pretious Sanuary, inthe 
impure and polluted hands of inf 
"To lodge thjs vncleane nation; within 
this braue,-magnificall, and religiow 
acecntor Tengx asit were, Wikpis 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 332 
entsof a Camp. To heare the crying 
andhowling of cheir barbarous yoyces 
that place: where his ſeruice* was 
wit'to be fotemnly ccdlebrared, and 
thincs ſong vnto his glory. 

"Het;'Ic may be very well ſayd, that 
God thought long before ro deſtroy 
this City, ro ſee how allthings mer fo 
wp, for ſeruing-ro the. oucrthrow 
thiteof all ar once, Thou michteſt ſay 
thit hehad raken meaſure and order 
of wid for all chings for ir, to the end 
they-mighe toyne Together in this be- 
hole; In ſo much as'there was noching 
wanting, as if ir had bene faxall, & thar 
Whatſoever-we had bene able to haue 
he; could no way haue turned the 
knddf God frovs,neuher yer deferre 
our miſery'; for, all felrir, yea, forefelr 
© &ve alfofaw beforethe coming of 
ur miſhap the'very-walls'of our Ciry 
# it were weepe,/and all the face of 
the City fall away and looke faly, and 
keire- on- her: forchead* a clojtdy and 
Gake 'wildernefſe?! for; after ſhe liad 
Mee receyiedaſtrange ſhock;ſhe Was 
ſtaiphtwayes ouerrurned ,'andirhere 
nenotlefroneftone'ypon anorher. * 

\The,-Oyebrauc 8& honorable Gates 
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2384 JMeaditations w/Pon the 
of Syon, ye haue bene caſt downeyide 


open, your hooks and hengils puldau, 
Sa locks broken vp, and; your'irgn 


arres beaten 1n pieces, andinyerie K.. 


deed there was nor a gate lefr, forthe 
Citic lay wide open in cuery place,and 
men might go in and our at the breg, 
ches where they pleaſed. But for thy hy 
laſt vnhappie farewell, .beforc thou 

wert razed, thou ſaweſt thy Princes 

and worſhipfull Cuizens paſſe ouer 


thy threſholds Jed capriues into.a th, 


ſtrange land, Thou ſaweſt thy law + |, 
boliſhed, yea cuen thar law whichthe 


Lord thy God had geuen thee a3 8 


guage and carncſt pennie of his coue- th 
Nant ;; ſo as thou mighteſt haue ud ih 
ged,thar thou haddefſt loſt his friend 
ſhip, whe as he rooke from thee-thoſe 
- his pawnes. And belides, he neuerres 


-ucalcd him ſelfe varo thee, for his ſpi- &;, 


rit was ncuer in thy Prophets , they 

thar came fro him, had no mo yihong, By 
by which, he made them vnderſt 

his wifl, he hath left vs, wichour both By 
counſell, and condu& , like trayed 
ſheepe.. thar goe bleating, ouer the 
ficlds, without Shepheard or guide»: } - 
, Jod. And therefore the poore gf% i 


ited old men which could no way 
ape, finding no morchelp in their 
bo Land ſeeing him deafe ynro their 
dthem ſclues downe on the grofid, 
m{caning vpon their elbowes, piri- 
ty lamented their miſcrie, and ta- 
lng ates in rheir hands, caſt them 
wotheir heads, praying from the bot- 
we of cheir hearts, that their poore 

miſcrable bodics mighr cfrſoones 
k there changed. They alſo were fo 
nlſed vp in ſackcloth, as that there 
wid be nothing ſcene of them bur 
keirfeer, & the place of their graue. 
They carried alſo their hairesun their 
Ks, that chey mighc be either fami- 
wyacquainted with rhe cuſtome of 
armiſerie,or-elſe make them nor to 
teiral. And after this manner be- 
Wed they their calamitie. The poore 
lddelicate maydens,and deſolate fa- 
erlefle children followed them, ca- 
mg downe” their eyes, bedeawing 
eircheekes,/8 holding downe their 
ds, euen as the Lilly doth when it 
Ire beaten with rayne and wind. 
Capb. And in very truth, when I ſaw 
ſo lamentable. a Tragedy , mine 
g 
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Lament ations Is 385 


being alcogether our of heart, - 


g86 - Meditations pon "a 
eyes mcked inro teares, and Th 
moſt loſt | my fight as it were: with 
xreame weeping, and mine hearr 
ucd yp-my body, as if one headed rent 
bEowe:. your of my belly, when zs[fy 
1 ſay;the poore children of Son inihi 
pirifull eſtare,when 1 ſaw themlamt 
fo bicrerly, when I ſaw the greateſtolf®* 
them fall into {wounds with very ix th 
Tow and gricfe, and the LicTInge fl | 
dren forſaken of their mothers,pun 
way molt miſcrably, "7: 
Lamed, Some crying vnto Neien n 
thers for the tcat, and others call: 
yppon them for bread. Bur ten 
neyrher milke nor bread to, 
them, and this was the greateſte 
' focr that the poore mothers wi 
uen to go as farre as they couldf 
theyr poore children, and turne 4 
way theyr faces from thets; rntul_go! 
ſuch rime as the famine had cc 
med them, and they cheto ſelues 
ſcreckingour in,other places, dying 
very faintnes, as if they had bin we 
ded rodeath, And.ſome of then'y 
of that ſtomacke, as that chey coulday® 
bide to ſee their children dye betweeng(u 
their armes,and by lictleandliutlep » 


of Teremy. 387 
Wt wks ir owne poore life,dying ſoone- 
with very ſorrow and gricfe. O, 
ie wounds felr ticſe poore harts }- 
x deepedid theſe blows pierlc!, 
Fr eucn into the place of mother-. 
which is cncn the very bor-. 
- the hearr, And itisno mar- 
glthat they diced ſo ſuddainly, whe as 
_ ercatonce ſopicrſed through- 
axall the vicall parts, yea,to the very 
jainding of the ſoule, and che caſting 

fl perforce out of rhe body. 
Mem, O poore and miſerable es. 
Wer, how ſhall 1 depaint and ſer 
| i b chis thy ſo great miſery ? what 
mes ſhall I deuiſe, liuely ro ex- 
| fo ſtrange and ſuddaine a cala- 
d y oC lie? Whereunto ſhal Il comparethe 
fromſ{ſeatnes of thine affliQtion?The carch 
ne 4 knotable ro comprehend ir,and ther- 
the ſcamuſt : for, it is as large and 
colYnr as che ſea is,a rormentrous field 
es; the ſea, a bottomleſfſe gulfe,and 
i epraclc for great 8 hidious, mop 
, In, the ſeais: one miſchicfe1dri- 
weet n hon another,as the wars ofthe ſea 
ulda$6,Bur alafſe, the ſea bata ſometimes, 
nee me winds , and thou © Syen, haſt 
| wine afflition,norhiog bur ſtormes 
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2338 Meditations voonthe i; 
and temipeſts, the ſca hath porta 
hauens co come into, andthou billy 
weſt conrinually intrancll and payne 
O poore ler»ſa/em, who ſhall they bv 
able ro ſauce thee, ſeeing thy miſety 
greater then cithcr heauen, oreanh, 
from whence then ſhalt thou find 


remedy ? 4 

Ng», Shall chy Prophers do ir,wtiai 
haue fo long troubled thine heal 
which haue delmered vnrotheetheinf® 
dreames and od wines tales, anden-W; 
ecrtayned thee with yaniries andleaW" 
fings,whereas they ſhould haue boldy FF 
zold thee of thy finnes, and ſo thereby 
hauc called thee backe vnro repew 
rance?Bur they imagined and thougtes 
ypon Anticks,and being forred,anomw7 
loue wich their owne ſhadowes &pre-FC 
ary tg ini6s, vndid themſeheF 
In all their diſcourſes and ern : 
 Samech, Behold in whar a caſe that 
now ſtandeſt, © poore & deſolate yon, urb 
for 'rhou receyueſt herein, both lolle Fl 
and ſhame together : for now, allthey'Y 
thatgo by, clap their hands, andſhake FC 
their heads arthee, ſaying, ls chis that 4 
fo braue and honorable Citric, cha ws FR 
Þ full of all magnificence, and o_ * 


atuns of leremy. 3Bg 
gf all delights and pleaſures, then 
eCities of the earch beſide > 
There is nor one thar paſſerh 
e, which hathnort a caſt atthee 
hy je and ſting thee: and who will 
Lafer their roining manner, thus 
wenil now haue it,we wildeuoure 
nothing (hall keepe vs from. it, 
40 phe which-we have ſolong 
4 Wpotec dfor,ond now:isrhe houre which 
 dayly hoped aiter. 
» Bchold leruſalem , the reaſon 
I preſcrued thee ſo long,is,be- 
cho wert worthie of ic. Thou 
neſt, that his threars had bene 
r - | +your frmolous, and now thou 
ug +: wherher he be: a lyerrnar, and 
ow be able to pgtforme thac 
"TI yea OF ng. For, he 
e » that if thou obcycdſt 
lawe's that he would deſtroy 
" & wake thee an heape of ſtoncs, 
Fon, Bite iow ifhe bath;miftt ir. Yea, he 
ole F-runed thee without remiſſion, 
-" wk wade thee a ſcorne vnto thine c- 
ale ics,and gcuen them all power and 
e fiioritie oyer thee. 


was £985 Bur God in the end began ro 
ore Keveay of their PIER c 
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i290 ” Meditations vpon the 

:they carryed the ſcluestostoo proud: me 
ly of their conqueſt, for after they hal YM 
troden vnder feer the grearnes fl. (#! 
"w/alem, they meant againe t0'deile Y& 
:with his maieftic, and blaſpheme hz Y® 
name and hauing ouerthrowne the YY © 
walles of this holy Cirie, th:y b! me 
that they would make watte' apaintt Y® 
'God him ſclfe;/and criumph evertht Y® 
-ſpoyles of his Temple. Ler their  U*® 
awple, 0 Tersſalwm, ſeruc thy writ, dk 
'and rake occaſion to appeaſe Godby a 
thy repentance, that he may turne Y*® 


the puniſhment which he hath pr-Y* 


pared for 'thee, vpon-thine enemies, Y® 
Ler thine eyes forthwith burſt into{# 
bloudy reares, and weepe'continualy 
day and nighr, geue no reſt to ti 
fighes, let thy pitifull eyes ſpeake tr” 
thee, and looking vp ſtill vnto head 
uen, atrend thou thine ayde frolge® 
thence. Conitire by* thine Huaenrss 
lookes, this diuine mercy, thatitm | 
eaſe thy weakenes, and conuerthisig=ms! 
ſice, vnto the chaſtifing of rhe mi6gpa6 
lency of thine enemies, - . ky 
Coph. Lift vp, lift vp, I ſay, both une 
body and foule all at once, and belotegam 
it be day,ſo ſoone as thou ſhalrawih me 
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Lament ations of leremy. 391 
4 Bite. thy ſelfe in a readinefſe to pray 
Rite God, ro prayſe and thanke him 
(that he, by the torments which he 
uh cauſed vs ro abide, hath brought 
- Ritee back into the right way, as men 
$6 oxen with the goade, vnro the 
21 lnowl:dge of his name , and the ac- 
+ Fnovledging. of thine iniquities. And 
elore. Þis face, thar is to ſay, when 
- Fiiou haſt obrayned-fauour at his hand 
dlooke ypon: thee, and ſceſt him-ro 
have compaſſion on thee, diſtl chine 
heart through thine eyes, and mehr ir 
to teares, by thine earneſt repen- 
lnce, euen as the Sunne would melr 
now newly fallen, into warer. Bur 
dbe.thar thy tcares will notrouch 
jj and: bring him ro-haue compaſs 
n.of thy wiſerie, lift vp thy hands 
tatthc leaſt ynro him, and beſcech 
into be contented with thy miſe- 
I, and nor excend them ynto thy 
ne innocent childre,who are there 
i Werſcd, dying of hunger and weake- 
File,n.corners,ſaying,ynto him, +» 
- | &{. O Lord, if. thou haue any 
 hyſſ9e bebold this pirifull ſpeacle, and 
foreou haue any ecarcs, harken vnro 
a8 prayers, and confider how great 
ue S iitj 
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392 Meditations vpon the 

our miſerie is. Bchold how thou hat Þ 
bene aucnged of vs, and ſce whats, 
Tpoyle thou haſt made of ys. Andinl%, 
very deed, I myſt needs confefle tha B 
we haue deſerued it, and I doprotef, Þ; 
that we arc vnworthie of thy mercy, fg; 
anddo alſo vow, that we our feluesareÞ 
the cauſcs of our owne miſcrie, Bur 
what haue theſe poore and waylingY 
children done, whom thou ſceſt ſcre-; 
king out them ſelues, faintly drawi 

their breath? Why ſhould the me 
whom hunger & torment had drawne 
out, before the time of the mothers : 
womb was ready to deliuer ic, whichis ye 
not as itwere ſo great as'a manshand, vid 
be renrin pieces by her, which ſhould 2 
bring it forth, and ſo be earen by lier 

and the ſame ro go downe by hn |. 
meale into the body, our of dow o 
came whole and fund? ? Surely happy, 

and twiſe happy, are the Tygresand: 
Lyons whelps in compariſon of theſe; 
whoſe dammes will aduemure ther 
own liues againſt wharſoeuer violent 

ſhallbe offred their yong ones, t! 

then they would ſuffer them tot: 

any hurt ar alL.O Lord,how canſtthe 

abide this horrible dealing ? [s iept 


— Lament ations. of leremy. $9} 
He chax;tbou,. which arg-alrogether 
& gratious, wouldeſt abiderſuch 
impictie to. be, wroyghr, ? thas 

u, which acrſo wiſe, won ct allow _ 
loch a crucll ate? and thar thou, 
nhich arc Almightie, wouldeſt ſuffer 
ſich a ſtrange Qutrage 2 Shew thy ſelfe 
d, ſhewthy ſelte as thou axciand 
far.a vn yrs arr ©x0-yas 
| to exefcate thy leyegitie- 1y 
et thinke vpon this alſa,thas thy 
merey muſt i__ &haue her courſes 
tent thy ſclte thas ſo muth-blaud 
ilt, for the appeaſingot chinethea+ 
| 4 Thou haſt pox banepleaſed 
wbthc blouy pf aur ſheqye fngd.oxon 
Wohes bur wilt netds gH{aſhpue.thioe 
Mlters: royered with: the: loud of 
thine owne Pricſts, forrbeybaue ſa- 
difced their owne: lives} angthy Pro- 
recs likowale hag, bracnfired.vp in 
and-yer: Mey 137 
i130 7184 95.303 DEBS" [1977 
Ts neon 
A caſte Abfoad 
fitlds;; the-gray haired: and: de- 
Y @ tedold-ment and: women bbs 

1 þ fever; ingout; groaning, vng . 
TD cas WHKAIB ! 
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294 Meditations wpon the: 
our walles the {laughter 6fouryouths: 
our Mfectes Rrawed allouer wih ley 


and armes*ottr" riders running our 


with- bloud; ind neyther ſexe oryet 
age ſparei,-Thou haſt ſeene amongſt 
the dead, rh& yorrg and tender may- 
dens with their haires ſheucled'+ 
botit their heads, hauing rheir breaſts 
lying open with great wounds, out of 
which"guſhed ſtreames of blond, and 
tho haſt feene rhe lying on their 
backs with rheir eyes vp vnto heauen, 
beſteching” thine 'ayde. And thou, 6 
np itbEond ing allchis,ur- 
ned ay thineeyes from themzand as 
if thou"Raddefff bene 2a God nottrobe 
inrreated; haſt wichour cirher pitic or 
mefeyyirutthrough then: all with the 
ſwordefthyFary, 7 0 
- 44, Thou baſt inuired all my neigh- 
_bour naridasreundbbour me'to come 
x6 #99 iſedmiturs/7 45/it:were'vhioa 
marjage.and to take parr of my{Þoilt 


| broughtthenr:iti fact gre 
muluitude; r6takepoſſeffion'of' my, 
and ro compaſſemezas that cannot 
deuiſe which'way roceſtaperhE, Thou 
thy ſe!fe haſt; ſounded ro rhe aſſault 
- auimatedrlicmts By-dotaSyonat 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 395 
ſlopped vp the paſtages, for fare that 
aop» of vs ſhould be ſaued. And truly; 
twill bach-bene dope vpon all-the 
dyldren which:Lbaue brought vp, nay 
there is nor one of them ſaued, mine 
eemics hauc nad: a ſhambles of the, 
they have murdered and. maſſacred 
them ill chey cryed hoe withall: and 
b, feſt; thou. cheng weary with kil- 
lng; & yer careſt thou npr ro ſee them 
&.n,coler them.co doir, and to cauſe 
them do'ic ? Harh the remembrance of 
our fins made rhee forger the remem- 
lice of thy clemency ? Haſt thou cre= 
acd ys in thy mercy, to deſtroy ys in 
thy fury. ? Be thou then no_ wore Al- 
mighrze, if chou wilt. nor become both 
Preegus,& allkind, To be ſhorr, be 
1:no. more God, withour thou wilr 
be likewiſe pitifull, Ha © Lord, why haſt 
thou called vs thy people, if thou wilt 
be.no, more our proteRor ? Why haſt 
thow called vs thy childr&, if thou wile 
deale watt.vs as a-farher ? Haue || 
etefore, & Lord, compaſon vpon || 

, and feeing thy mercy. is infinite, c- 
ter ſince before the world was, cauſe 
tha thine ire, which was neuer vncill 
our fins were, may take end and dye 
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396 Meditations vpon the. 

with them ; andthar as our repErance 
hath ſer vs-againe into the eſpecial 
way of obedicnce & godlineſſe,:{o'all 
ir may bring vs againe into thy fauour, 


CHAPTER 111. 


SrVT is I, evenIny 
ſelf Cc; that- hath {6 
many times fore 
| ſeenc and foretol 
Y of the - affliQions 
thar ſhould light yponpoore Ieruſalen, 
It is euen I1,:that fo often haue an- 
nounced her miſery, and ſtirred hervp 
therewich,vnrorepentance : bur asmy 
ſpirir of prophefie harh done her.1o 
good in her obſtinacie, no more 
italfo done me. For, I my ſelfe aiti6- 
ucrtaken with the common deftruſt 
on as well-as the reſt. For, when'the 
wrath of the living God commethvp- 
pon a people, it ordinarily cattetti 
downe the corne-with: the tares ang 
darncll, and binderh vp, as it were 
_ oneſheafe, both the good andthebad, 
For he hath ſuffred me, firh ic is fo his 
pleafure,to be lcd into a darke placeof 
abode, and hath bexcaued tne both j- 


Aleph, 
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"Lamentationr of lervnny.” 307 
&y andlighr, I was confinedani{ limi- 
ted into a' fearcfulFand darke-ptiſot;, 
where 1ſaw neither ſunneriormoonel 
Imay very wellſaytharhe hath borne 


a hard hand 'vpon'me , and thar-hie 
grace was turned into an iniplacable 
ndipnacion, which'had niece eaſe 
/R#. He made me waxe pld before 
tycimes my Skinne wrinkled With ſors 
tow and griefe;my fleſh fell'away, and 
my/bones payned me; bs if they had 
beneroken in pieces; Now the long 
wntinuance in priſon, made' me thus 
keble, for 1 ſaw my ſelfe cloſed yp as I 
hid bene' walle@ in round: about, get 
ig-fe nothing burgall ro feed oft 
torment ro exerciſe my ſefewith- 
a. But ynderſtandeſt thou whete they 
ſiutme vp ? verely cuen in more ob- 
ſeire” and darke places, rheii thoſe 
wherein the damned ſoules are: — 
nd; What> Miſt Thaue ſuch wide 
| keeperticin ? and muſt Thave 
fich'bolts/and ſhackles army heeles, 
for feare of running away ? But alafle, 
God was nct pleaſed only thus ro con- 
ie and limit me 1n ſuch an hidious 


priſon, but after that the gates and 
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$98 . dleairations vpon the" 
windowes were ſhur, he alſo cloſedy 
his.carcs whenLealled ypon him. Ig 

- much, as that my ſoule. was captiued 
gswel.as.my body, and was depriued 
of 'thar ſvaer. comfort which ſhe was 
wonted to hate with God her cons 
forter,-And this in very deed: was the 
thing that aſtonyed me,when as1 ſawe 
all,my hope cut off at once;;Far, all 
my hope: and truſt-.was in. Gods: 
When had'lefthis fauour, I _ 
well fele chat I was inverydeedapri- 
ſoncr,, and that I had vtterly beſt all 
my direQions, and that I.was;ſhutyp 
within a wall,/farre ſtranger thenany 
Keng.or braſen wall, fox; all rhe prilpns 
inthe-wold arc nothing ſo cruellyg- 
t9-2,1yan, as to be without the grace 
and fauqur of God, Wet 
..: Daleth. For, he thar ſhould mecte 
with. an hungry.Beare-'in' the migdeſt 
of awildernefle, could nor be ingrear 
ger danger then; my;ſelfe.: nor heat 
ſhould: meete a roaring,Lyon hyating 
afcer his pray, could: not be more & 
frayd. then I. For, I ſawe my ſeife vt 
terly vndone,not knowing what wayto 
take, For,the wrath of God cut off the 


way from me in guery place; hs PL 
#1 þ- 


Lemet attonib bf Pavimy. v9Þ 
dat wore pecdily thet ah Ty, ARNY 
wd Ao tree Ar? 
We] aid then what FEAR wall 
Sle'ro: make ? and 'whar-as 
td for te} bur vererly 'r& Veſpape? 
Thou wouldeſt verely and? oper 
hue ſayd, that God had bound arid ſe 
ins vp as a Burr, for him'to'ſiedte''a 
the arrowed of his fury at m&3v 81 No 
"He, He drew out dfche'Treaſtitebf 
bis wrath; as out'ef. a well frrniſhed 
Quiuer, his arrowes of afflition'and 
trmerit  -where-with he ſhor wee 
through and through, brake imſunder 
floynes;cucn ava man wotlld breake 
des backe wich a greablemuer 
poor ; miſerable brokewbacke-wreveh 
thirt'an; am pulled 8&fttayried iolat 
byloynt,and am left a laughing ſtock 
mio the-whole- world, 'They made 
-= oy me which they es Ira day 
Who-open ſtreetes. - God? gaue me 
moſtbitcexUrinke/tand made nic very 
fonks withiwormewood wine. - -: © | 
Fa, Alaſſe, what a kinde of enter- 
rinement call ye this ? he' made-me 
tate bread that was halfe flintic, and 
retecth were broke with theſe 


ie morſels, And me cthoughr i 
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460 :Adeaiitations vpen the 
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Falts bnoden, Klan” 47 ct an 
Fog] grew very inpatyety for my! 

could.geirher abide the prefenc, miſe- 
rie wherein 1 was,nor yerhope for an 
berter-hercafter to come, and fo de 


ſcryed ſhe;her ſclfe: fo thar, the ayd 


Which-LJnoked for ar Gods band wy 
loſt in vezz; deed, all my hope was ut 
Mffentharhde, E muſt no more make 
pceompr: of his grace, for hee hah 
brought me, fith ir ſo liketh him, yato 
" theend both of my miſerics, and.alo 
of my dayes. Ty 

- .Zain, 'Neverthelefſe, I firaightway 
tooke my ſelfe with the manner & laid, 
-Qu3:2laſſe Ppooxe Teremieh, canſ}ibou 
tellybarthow doeſt ? Is this all the bt- 
nefir which thou haſt reaped by thine 
afflitions.? haue nor thy reares, and 
bitternefſe of rhy ſorrow , otherviſe 
mallified rhine heare?cantzhouhene- 
Gr..chy ſelſe:no-whit. by tbe renentr 
brance of thy miſcries paſt; zhaz\thi 
mighteſt be humbled, ſo'as thy hum 
licie might entreat the Rice of God, 
and conuure his goodnes ?In the end 
I came ro this, and in reuoluing.al 
theſe diſcourſes in my. brayne, is.” 


very well, when 2s 75 bread wa 
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Lament ations of Teremy. 407 
m rayſe vp againe mine hope, which 
te greatnefle of wy finne had viter- 
h benuramed. TO 
Be. Andthus Ifayd within my ſelfe, 
the Lord hath yet ſhewed me great fa-- 
yourand grace,in that he hath-nor vr- 
xerly caſt me off, bir hath geuen me 
my voyce to callypon him for mercy. 
For, a man ſhall ar Jaft, finde alwaye 
ptic and compaſſion inhim, iffobe he 
wlpaticarly artend his good pleaſure 
adleyſurce. The Sunne neither riſeth 
wrfallech, bur ir ſecrh his mercy, His 
gpodnes ſpredderh irſelfe ouer all the 
tarch,,- neyther is there any corner 
thereof which beareth nor his marke, 
IRE ſay.thar the Synne 

erh net-bur to be ſeene, atid ra 
eauſe to ſee. OLord our God, how 
gear is thy goodnes, how affured is 

ine ayd, how certaine is thy word, 
indhow infallible;cthy promiſe ZAs for 
ty ſelfe;Lwiſ truſt in none bur inthe, 
and if f6 be 1 thay haue thy: grace and 

wour for my portion, I care for none 
ofthe reſt. My ſoule is fully reſolued 

eof,, and do feele it ſay ynto my 
conſcience, that ſhe putteth all her 
tniſt in thee, and layerh vp her falua- 
gt | 
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493. Adeattations Upon the” 
ton'n thy hands, | 
_ Th:t, How canſhedo berrer ? For, 
God neuer halted: with them which 
pur their truſt inbim,; for atonetime 
or another, either: early or late he 
hath ſhewed them;thar his goodaes is 
infallible, and that the hart which ſce- 
keth ir, findeth it farre. or ncere, and 
that the ſoule which deſireth. it, ob- 
ramerh. jr either ſoone, or late, We: 
muſt rhercefore wayt for it patient, 
and. not murmure-if God come not 
ynto vs at the firſt call, ler vs holdour 
peace, andlet him do it, and he will in. 
tbe end do that which ſhe ſhall ſze1a 
hemoſt for his glory, & moſtnecellary; 
fo; our ſaluarion, Far,grearshings/are 
not;brought to paſſc,nor made perife® 
out with-patience and long ſuff:ring, 
Andlert vs not deſpaire, if ſo be things 
fallnot out as we would with atthe fiſt 
chop. For,he doth nothing byr forour 
fs or, as. he is Almighzie, fois he 


ſo 9nJy good, and as he 15.9ply good, 
0.4 be Jſoonly wiſe: and ghar, which 


we thinke many times to be moſt a- 


the wholeſomefſt medcecines, are com- 
monly moſt birtgr, Beleeuc me; iris 


gainſt ys,is moſt profitable for vs, and. 


but 
mo! 
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Lamentations of Jeremy 407 

rhin for a'man alirtle to bears 
eyoke'tn his youth, rhar is to'fay; 
tohand=afflictions Which may ſonnes 
Wikre 'bo'y- and berid his neck,'and a 
batehis pride. 

'Id.” Let a wiſe man'therefore which 
feeth him ſelfe fallen inco any grear 
alamitic, be quier and fay norhing, 
bur parietnly beare his yoke,'and the 
more thar his -miſcric*encreaſerh,ler 
hit be themore couragious, and yet 

nevertheleſſe, ler him lift vp his'cyes 
moheaucn, and cry God mercyy/and 
imagine thus witli him ſclfe, thar it 
e#nor be: bitt-rhar-he harſi done a 


wifſe, ſeeing *21Bir'ihe Tiand of God 
torts fo: viſithim!! Lit him profitars 
him ſe!fe vpen the grotind, and clothe 


hiniſelfe with ſacke, and caſt aſlies on 
his head, to {ee if he can atiy way ap- 
_ the wrath of God; and although 

hath io hope ds ,yer let/himi 
quier hint ſelfe;' and Ter hin patient- 
F' beare the- injuries! tha are*done 
kin, offer his'cheeke ro him that will 
ſtrike him, arid ſafisfic hit ſelfe'as well 

ith reproch,” as' another: man would 
fithimſelfe with bread. 
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O4  Meantations vpon the 


he right well knoweth,that God willig 
che cnd appeaſe his wrath,andthargt 


ter.that. men ſhall have driuen himgy 
the ground, that God will rake himyy 
in his lap, and although helet him @ 


lone for once; yet will he in the nd 
haue compaſſion vpon him, according 
to the greatnes. and multitude of by 
mercics. For, God raketh noplealure 
inſceinFmen aftl;Qed, and ir is much 
againſt his heart to corment them, yea 
cucn when his iuſtice enforceth and 
ſtcayneth him thereto. And hedothir 
for the benefit of men, becauſe he fea- 
reth.thar his ouer-great- indulgence, 
will cat them downe ſoheadlonging 
ina, as thatthey hall never, þc-able 
£6 recouer them Telues any more; For, 
he corre&eth them as a good father 
doth, who in chaſtifinghis ſonne, wee 
peth. with griefe that hedriueth him 
thercunto, not meaning thereby to do 
him any hurt, bur rather good, 41D 
;:Lqmed, Ir is not, beleeue mes the 
purpoſe of God,.to tread men vndet 
dis feet, and to triumph ouer themin 
their aMifions, much lefle ro hold 
them faſt bound and poſternd as 'the 
Eropbeevvf his power, Newber is ichis 

meaning 
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Lamentations of Jeremy, 46y 
feaning ro throw them into miſcrie 
potertic, and there to feaue they, 
it he knoweth beſt what they haue 
nee} of , and iudgeth arighr what. is 
hoſt profitable for chem.He is nothing 
like vnro choſe wicked Tudges, which 
take pleaſure in nothing but in cuffing 
indboxing of men, and to have occa- 
fon'rs bang and -tortlire them vpoh 


lines but with ſorrowof heart;neither 
hateth he any thing ſomuch, as to pu- 
nifh, And fo, all the calamities which 
he layeth vpon vs, are but as threat- 
ting words to aduertiſe vs to runne 
mto his grace, before he enter into 

pement with vs,to the end thatwhe 
hewould c6demne vs, we might plead 
the pardon and remiſſion of our fins 
which he ſhall have graunted vs. 

Mem. It may be ye will ſay vnto me, 
what is it then that ſo tormEreth men, 
ſeeing ye ſay that it commeth nor fro 
God, who is altogether good,and thar 
it is not hee which commandeth ir? 
Commerh nor both good aridill from 
themoſt high > Doth nothe diſtribure 
the ſame 'vnro vs in ſuch manner and 


ddd en ei tread aa on lo i +. » 


the wheele. He neuer behoJdeth our - 


meaſure as pleaſeth him ſelfe ? Owret- 


$95 Hdeartaticns upon the 
ch 


againſt God ?Is it notcnough that h 
tot geuen thee life? and Ee 
our him. thou ſhouldeſt be nothing} 
Thou wile" conteſt againſt him, eyen 
thou a creature, againſt thy crea, 
thou, a vile ſinner, againſt him that 
$ alrogether iuſt, thou , thar art ab 
rogerher weake , againſt him that i 
Amightic. - D F 
© N#». Our miſeries come nor from 
God, bur from our ſelues, let vs exa- 
Mine ourlives, and lay open our aQti- 
ons, and if we ſearch well, we ſhall 
finde the cayſe of them to proceeds 
from our ſelues, For, the roote of 
them is in our owne hearts, which 
being infeted, corrupt and marre 
what ſocuer commerh our of them, 
"Let vs therefore cut off ſinne by the 
ſtumps, ler vs teare and pull in pic- 
'ces the harr ſtrings of iniquitic , and 
'In ſtead, of this concupiſcence,which 
*buddeth and bringeth forth naught 
"elſe bur” ſinne and damnation, Ie- 
Plant therein the liucly and pure Joug 
'of God, which flouriſbeth and fruc- 
tifieth vnder the busbandric of his 
diſcipline. Lerour heares lift THR 


ed poore man, why wurmwreſt choy 
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Lietations of Irs « 4 
ſves Rraighe vato: heatren, "as noble 
nd vpright mn ; and) Pt fogrth 


Torahes hohhea ho 
le'vp: their pats; 2 as LI 
wi -Or bleflomg, 5 perro their 
woids* as-leaues;” ler 'rliem' ir 
_m their good ap Al as the 

yatid-inlo es vIt- 
1 heauen', - "wake Ho reds WOr- 
ihirtheroofy Snd'from thee, looke 
ſtrhe growing and ripening*of them. 
(And as- yong' plants in the hoareft 
ime'of ſommer (when as the yaw- 
| | ning earth chapperh chidugh drinefſe 
| Jooke for rayne from 'aboue, tob 
* | efreſhed, euch 5 ler'vs alfo in'the 
| ' extremitie of our neceffitie, looke and 
| all for the ſweet milke'of thegrace 
+ | of God, ro bedeaw dur lips; and. ſu- 
layne'our ſelies. Now,ro the end thar 
ye nighrobraine rhis grace, ler vs life 
ypourbearts &hands ynto him, bowe 
| | *nrknees, and proftrateourſclues be. 
I forehis face;in e6fefling or fins,% be= 
eeching him of mercy. And: lervsſiy 
| | mo him Ie is ttu&$ Lord, that we 
- | dauvſinnedyand/do/ p teſt; thar we 
' | tauckindled thy wrath againſt vs,and- ; 
rhe uſt occaſion forwhichthow': 
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$08 Aecdbrations vpon the | 
hatt voto this day,made thy ſclfcines f 
orable yago our prayers. - © ||.» 


& + 
s 
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|, Samech, Buc how ancxorable > Fo 
Tooth cuen xhus farre, that when vt 
haue SE lifted y 


I 


eyes, vnito rhee, thy fury hach blcanl 
them like rhunder & lightning, They 
haſt beacen and broken ys withour al 
pitic or. mercy. All the world hath 
ſerably forſaken vs1weare like yntothe 
loppings and ſhreddings of trees, ad 
ynro the becſoms of an houſe, which 
ſeruc or none other purpoſe, butrobe 
caſt into the fire. To be ſhorr;we have 
bene thiuſt our' amongſt all the nat 
ons of the earth, as a matter of ops 
probie and wrong. 

' Phe. Which of our enemies,0 Lord, 
is there , that haue nor had their 
mouths open to rayle againſt vs ? and 
looke which way ſoeuer we have wr- 
ned our ſelues, we haue alwayes found 
that which we moR eſchued.Our tune 

and defolation lyeth wayting forts 
like travs and ſnares, ſer in the ways 
where we might haue eſczped, and® 
one, being in anineuirable miſchicie, 
1 had none orher recourſe but vow 
Minc cyes. My tcares hayc gr 
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Lament ations of Jeremy. 4.09 


fone aboundantly, and haue bitterly 
wayled my miſhap, and the miſery 


fellow citizens, and of thee my 

teftbeloued [eruſalem. 

Ain, And as our miſeries ncuer 
eaſed, no more alſo did mine eyes, fo 
gaman wou!d haue verely ſayd, that 
through affliftion, mine heart was in 
tepreſſc ro ſqueeze reares our of ir, 
#men ſqueezc water our of a ſpunge, 
Thus did 1 leade my life continually, 
meillſuch time as I had enforced thee 
dLord, ro hauepitie on me, and had 
mth-my tcares quenched the heat of 
thine anger. What other thing ſhould 
Ihaue done, when as I ſawe before 
mine eyes ſo'many Cities deſtroyed, 
many houſes burnr;ſo many Templs 
alt downe, ſo many men ſlayne, and 
lbmanymayds forced and defloured ? 
And furely,I had had a very ſteely harr, 
flcould han? held my ſelfe from wee- 
ping; and alhough it had bene of 
ſteele, yer had my dolor bene ſtrong 
mdable inough ro hane molten ir in- 
Wyeecping. Pe: 


Sade. Ha, whar athing is this ? they 
taue vs before them, as men drive 
cattle. We fled from our enemies,and 
Fug T 


gro AMAeaditations vpon the 
yer they purſued vs, we yelded our 


ſelucs vato them, and yer they maſs if fr 


cred ys, and a!l this they did, not g& 
uing them any occaſion of offence, 
They led me into the borrome ofthe 
arſe of a ditch, and ryed a ſtone about 
my necke, as they do about a dog 
necke when rhey meane to drowne 
him. And verely, I had like to hate 
bene drowned : for, mine affliction 
had aboundantly runne ouer the yery 
crowne of mine head, and had almoſt 
choked me. and all the he)p charl had, 
was to cry out and ſay, O Lord, I dye, 
haue mercy vpon me. 

Coph, I was as it were in a botrom- 
lefle depth, in the hole of apriſon, 
knew not bur by my memorie, whe 
ther there had bene eycher Skye a 
Sunne in the world, ſo monſtrous 
darke was the place wherein I wa, 
And yet ceaſed [| not ro call yponthee 
my Lord my God , and ſent yp 8y 
faith, whither my ſenſes could be 
meanes reach, And thou ncuer reiec 
redſt me,bur receiuedſt my prayer, for 
my ſobs in the end moucd thee, 
made thee turne againe vnto thy fil 
reſolution, I felr thee forthwith to Fr 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 41% 
uit & 6ſt and help me, yea cuen ar the very 
[> & ft inſtant, I ſay, thar I began ro pray 
wto thee : And ill me thoughc, I 
heard thee ſay vnto my ſoule, be 0 
good courage, feare not, | 
-Reſth. And fo, © Lord, thou canſt 
gl, char as grear a ſinner as I am, 
thou wilt help and ſuccour me 
even for thy Chriſt his ſake, and for 
vy mercy, promiſe, and truth ſake, 
gry thou that vnderſtandeRt rhe very. 
bottoms of our harcs,canſt truly.wudge 
that my ſoule hath bene carrycd away 
ro finne,by her ſenſes ard concupil- 
cence:bur as ſoone as ſhe felt thy rods, 
ſhe conuerrted vnto thee her creator 
andredeemer,from whom a!one,as ſhe 
hath had life, ſo alſo aduoweth ſhe-the 
teſtaurarion thereof, afrer finne. For, 
inequeſtion, 0 Lord, is of the judging 
betweene mine enemies and me,whe- 
ther it be reaſonable that my miſery 
ſhould ſerue them for a ſporr, or whe- 
ther ir be hye time that they ſhould 
deare part of the puniſhmet. ludge ir, 
d Lord, thou that knoweſt the righte- 
ouſnes of my cauſe. For, thou knoweſt 
their thoughts,rheir cruellpurpoſes,8 
the plagues which they haue prepared 
A T ij 
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412- - Meditations vponthe 
for me. I haue mine health by reaſon 
of their inhabilitie, for if they had as 


grear:power as they haue-will; 1 had 


abidden' as much' as they had bene 
able ro haue layd vpor-me, * © 

Syn, Thou haſt ſufficiently ſeene, 
© Lord, that chey haue dealr with me, 
as farre as they might: and thou kno- 
weſt alſo that there is no iniury which 
they haue not commitred and ſpoken 


againſt me; Anditobeſhort, thou hiſt 


very-well knowfte their counſds/ahi 
thoughts. AndIdo verely rhinke thar 
there was neuer word came our-of 
their lips, wherwith they purpoſed noe 
ro hurt me': and belecue me, rheir 
minds were neuter vnoccupicd in fin- 
ding out ſome cunning deuife'or'o- 
ther ro hurt me. And coſiderTbefeech 
thee, wherher euer they aroſe or lay 
downe, that their ralke was not on me: 
neyther had they eucr any other mat- 
rer to ſing on, bur to ſpeake cuil ofme. 

Tau, Goto then, © Lord, ſeeing they 
haue ouercomethy parience,wilc thou 
not daunt their malice ? and fith no- 
thing can driue them to repentance, 
wilc thou not punifh them ? And fee 
ing they take fo great pleaſure in il 
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Lamentations of Teremy. :413 
doing, ſhall chey not fecleand abide 
thy diſpleaſure .by courſe:? For; once [ 
am fure,;that/thou art- jſt; and/fich 


'thouarr ſo, thou nuuſt needs pay them 


home according to the works of their | 
owne bands... And ſeeing thar through 
their:pride and-arre&gancie, they haue 
forſaken thee, to folew their own pre- 
prion, thoiu muſt riceds leaue them 
in their error, and they, muſt needs 
parſeuere in rheir finne : and this hard 
ſcale of impenicencie muſt &f force 
coucr ouer their whole hearrs : and 2 
greater curſe:canſt thou nor lay vypons 
them then rhis, then to blinde their 
minds, and take away from them their 
ſenſes. For, 'when thou ſhaltcome ar 
once, in the day of vengeance, with a 
.tod of iron in thine hand} arid breake 
them all in ſhards like a patters veſ- 
ſell, there ſhall be nothing vpder the 
heauens , by many thouſanys of de- 
grees, ſo miſerable as they , for they 
ſhall indnormercy at all, becauſethey 
themſelues were mercyleſſe”:. they 
ſhall be poore; and there ſhall be none 
tohelpe them : and they ſhall be afflic- 
ted, and none ſhall comfort them. In 
themeane while, © Lord,haue thou an 
"bed T ii | 


414 * Meditations vyon the 
eyevnrto ys, and ſecond our parienee 
with thine holy mercy: to the end,thqr 
as long as thou ſhalt pleaſe to exerciſe 
vs with the iniurics and opprobries ef 
the wicked, our hearts fayle vs not,and 


TET 


=: 


—_— Omen * Oe Ay cr ee Err IS 4 2 


| that our ſoules may alwayes be able || © 
| ro lift them ſelues vp vnto thee, and || ©: 
|  looke for thine ayde, taking the miſs. oft 
|| ries which it pleaſerh thee ro ſendys, | ** 
| | for a try all of our faith, hoping that f- Þ **3 
| rer our long pariEce, thou wilt crome | #60 
| | vs as vitorious wraftlers,and cauſe; | © 
| || rriumphantly leade the wicked, + | * 
| i a whome we continually wraftk tw 
| cre in this life. | T: 
| CHAPTER 1111. a 
Aleph, Knowe, O Lord, | %a 

right well, that we is 

muſt yeeld vnto | 

thy will, and that | i 

| wedo burkickes- | 9 

ainſt the pricke in complayning of ted 

ce. Neuertheleſſe,I can nor keepein || ( 

my griefes, much Jeſſe my ſighs, when ſhe 

as I behold this ſtrange deſolation, I P! 

And although my ſoule biddeth me Gf 

hold my peace;yct can nor mine _ os 

i ccpe wo” 


%* ww * wa (BD Gic ry, OD” 2 ww 


Lamentations of Jeremy. 415 
keepe it ſelfe from ſighing, For, who, 


Lord, would nor haue pitie of this,co 


ſe all che beawrifull golden walls of 
by rewple beſcrabled, and ſcraped, 
the-goodly golden veſſels fo finely 
wroughr,now melted, and clipr in pic- 
ces, & all the ritch Iaſper & Porphirie 
ofthy ſanRuary,broke,layd in gobbers, 
{caſt abour all the corners of the Ci- 
tie; in ſo much, thae that place which 
hone as bright as the Sunne, is now 
become like a ruinous darke dungeon, 
Beth, Befides,who would not grone, 
to ſee the children of the beſt hou- 
ſes, who were ſo much made of, and 


ſo beloued, as that they were accomp- 


tedas pretious as any gold, ro be now 
caſt ypon the leyſtalles like the ſhards 
ofa broken pot > Ha, 6 Lord our God, 
this was not mens worke, bur thine 
ome: Yea, why forſookeſt thou afrer 


this ſort thine owne moſt deare and 


maſt excellent workemanſhip ? crea» 
tedſt thou them,to deſtroy them ? ... 
- Gimel, O, I would thou haddeſt 
ſhewed as great fauour ar the leaſt vn- 
tehe childre of 1erſalem,as thou did- 


&*|mto the mcft vile & abieR crea- * 


wres on the earth, for the yery yong 
ogy, T 31 
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416 Meditations pon the 
ferpents them ſelues finde their dang bree 
treats, who bring them vp vnrill ſuch | by 
tine as they are ableto ſhift for them fm 
ſclues. Alafſe, thou haſt made the ws Þ| ;. 
men of Terwſalem to become more 
cruel] then ſerpents,more ſauage then 
the women' of Lamia, which haue no 
womanlike ſhape nor condition hut 
the very face, for,their hearts, andthe 
reſt of the. members of their bodies are 
mo hidious and. fearefull, Nay, there 
is not ſolittle amitie amongſt theyery 
Oftridges, who, amongſt the foules of 
the ayre, are the moſt wilde and yn- 
tameable, as there is in the womenof 
Jeruſalem, by reaſon of their conrinuall 
afflitivwr which hath ſo degenerated 
them. z - 64 | 

+ Daleth.' Wee haue ſcene the yorg 
children, that there lay ſtreaking olt 
them ſclues, yawning and gaping, with 
lips as'dry as ſticks, their tongs clec- 
wing vnto'the rooffes of their mouthes 
with verydrought, and ſucking winde 
inſtead of milke-; for, their'morhersat 
the firſt offered them their” breaſts, 
but they were ſo dry, as that they ye 
ded nothing bur bloud.In ſo much that 
the poore wretches hauing w—_ 

q re 
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| Lamentations of Jeremy. 417 


hreede any iuice or moyſture in them, 


dyed vp, whereby they fell into a con- 


ſymption, and fo:moſt pitifully.langui- 
ſhing and wearing away , forthwith 
died, And they that were ſomewhat 
bigger, ranne after their fathers, and 
hanging abour their hecles, cryed ſo 
lamentably vpon them for bread , as 
that it would haue. made the ſtones in 
theftreere ro haue rentin ſunder with 
compaſſion. Bur what ſhall I ſay ? vere- 
hyahey had nothing to gene them, for, 
all that their fathers could do for the, 
was to with them dead, and curſe the 
day that euer they begort them, to ſee 
them now in ſo miſerable an eſtate. + 
| He, O Lord our God, what an alre- 
ration of life was this ? yea,what an in« 
exorable crueltie > This is a miſerie 
which ſcourgerh the whole world, and 
whippeth both hye and lowe. For,they 
that were wont to liue moſt delicately, 
and pamper their bodies, begged in 
the bye wayes and dyed of honger, 
Jea, and they thatwere wonred to lye 
heir downe beds,and had their co- 
verings of yeluer aad filke, and troad 
128 nothing but. vppon Tapiſtry,, 

uehr them ſclues now to be very; 


8m 77 Ty 


418 Meditations pon the 
good caſe, if ſo be they could gets 
dunghill ro lye ypon. 2 
Y au. In ſo much, that for anyrhi 
that I can ſee, © Lord, rhou mig 
our ſinnes tobe more haynous, 
the finnes of Sodome. For, thou haſt 
niſhed vs more cruclly, then euer 
thou diddeſt them. For, they were 6- 
uerthrowne in a momentr , and fre 
from heauen deuoured them preſent- 
ly. And beſides, there was none bat 
thy ſelfe thar dealt in this, for, ſhewss 
not commirred ynto the mercy of 
men, left vnto the diſcrerion of her 
enemies, nor yet vnto the iniurics 
thar follow the taking of Cities, 
Zain, It is a common ſaying, that 
there isno right indging of miſery bur 
by way of compariſon, and then begin- 
neth ir ro touch the quicke, when 284 
man compareth his eſtate wherein he 
pong ſandeth, with thar wherein 
e ſometime was. As when I bethinke 
me of che magnificenceof thoſe of N# 
Zareth, and ſce what miſerable cayrites 
they now are, For,it was a maruellous 
glorious thing roſce them come vnto 
Jeruſalem cothe feaſt, in their robes as 


white as the 'driucn ſnow, ſo _ 
- [4 
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Lamentations of Teremy. 419 
yhire were their clothes, their faces 
were ſmoothly paynted, and gliſtered 
like yuorie, and their checkes as rud- 
dieas any roſe, or rather as ruddie as 


- Het. But they that had ſcene them 
now might haue fayd, that they had 
blowne the cole all rheir life long ar a 
ſmythes forge, or had bene begrimed 
forthe nonce, and would haue rather 
taken them for the Lazars of a ſpittle 
houſe then otherwiſe, for, their bones 
beare out their skins,and a man would 
haue ſayd thar their skins had bin like 
parchmeEr wrapt about adead carrion, 
and I yerely beleeuec thar there is as 
much moyſture in a dry ſlough or 
dicch, as was in any of their bodies. 

. Thet, Yea, and they which. paſt the 
edge ofthe ſword, came to a far better 
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420 "Meditations vpon the 
were like vnto a plant, whoſe root 
was cleane dried vp, which in the be« 
ginning 'waxeth yellow in the neither 
parts , and ſo by'little and little the 
boughes and armes thereof, dye, atid 
in"the end the whole body dcyerh yp, 
and is good for nothing elſe, but tobe 
caſt intothe fire. 

Tod, Ye may thinke, that I have ve. 
fy much ſpoken of things , and yet 
they are bur flowres, in reſpeC of the 
reſt of the miſcries which neceſitie 
hath ſuggeſted vnto vs, and which 
if I had an hundreth rongs, I were 
neuer able ro expreſſe. Shall I tell 
them, 0 Lord > Alafle, I will not, for 
then I ſhould accuſe thine ouergreat 
ſeueritie, in delivering our the exce- 
five miſeries, wherein thou! haſt plun- 
ped vs, Notwithſtanding I will doit, 
will rellthem,d Lord; ro the endthait 
mighteſt ar theJaſt haue compaſſion 
of vs, and ſomewhar hold backe thy 
reuengefull arme.' For, thou haſt jd 

x over heauely ypon ys; wehatic ſeens 
it; and muſt we'rieeds ſee ir d Lord? 

and ſhall our eyes'be 'onr owne till 
after wehave ſcene ir We hitre ſerrie 
the mothers,l ſay, thioughfamineand 

want, 
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Lamentations of Jeremy, 41 
want,ſo degenerate from their kind; as 
tharthey have diſmembreg their owne 
thldren , puld 'them in pieces, boy- 
kdthem on the fire, and devoured 
themwith their reeth, ro ſatisfierhat 
eryuell famine , wherewith they were 

afflicted. - 
" Coph, Ha, © Lord our God, what 
thoughteſt thou ro haue done with 
1s? meanteſt thou to ſhew thy ſelfe ta 
be almightie, as well in thy fury, as in 
thy mercy, ro ſhew,all thine a&ions to 
beinfinite,to ſhew, thatwhen rhou go- 
eſt abcur to ſer thy ſelfe ro be cruell, 
that thou art our of all meaſure cruel], 
and to ſhew thy ſelf whereſocuer thou 
affeſt when thou arr in choller, ro be 
adeuouring fire, which ſerteth on fire, 
tauencrh,& conſumerth,and to be ſuch 
20ne,as thou haſt ſhewed thy ſelf ro be 
n viſiting poore-Syo7, cuen 'ynto the 
edfuming the very foundarios thereof, 
©;Lamez. O" moſt ſtrange, and moſt 
credible "thing, theſe newes haue 
benie old ynto other Kings and Prin- 
ces of the earth; & to all other ſtrange 
people, but rhey could neuer beleeue 
= loryh it. For thus they haue ſayd;. 
t? is it poſlible,thar this holy Ciry 


I, Ks % 
"l4; 


$22 Meditations won the © 
which God hath choſen for his dwel. 
ling place, where he hath 'ſer vp his 
throne on the earth , where he willby 
worſhipped, whither all nations have 
carried their offrings , where he hath 
appeared and anſwered vnto the cryes 
of thoſe that haue prayed ynto him;the 
ſame onely,to be raken,and to fall into 
the hands of her enemies ? Surely, we 
will neuer belecue it, nay, we donor 
belecue, rhar if they found the gates 
therof ſtand wide open, that they durſt 
once center into it. 

Mem, Andyert for all rhis,d Lordzit 
is cuen ſo, thepoore citric is vtterly 
vndone andrazed, but after what ſon? 
and wherfore ? Forſoorh,for the ſinnes 
0 Lord,of our prophets, and for the 
finnes of our prieſts , who haue ſhed 
the bloud of the righreous,cuen inthe 
middeſt of Teruſalem, 

Nn, They haue run vp and downe 
in the ſtreats like mad men,and xeeled 
rooand fro', as men drunken with the 
bloud of innocents, They are ſo pollur 
ted and defiled ,*as thar all che world is 
a feard to rouch them, for feare ofbe- 
ing imbrued wich chem . Yea and they 
themſclucs are aſhamed to go intothe 
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Lamentations of leremy. 423 
remple,for feare of violaring it with the 
bloud which commerh fi6 their cloths, 
Samech,1 do aſſure ye , thar the yery 
heathen themoſelues haue bene af=ard 
ofthem,l ſay,cuen they rhar know nor 
God, bur by the light of nature, and 
haue cried out againſt cthemyſaying; O 
ye wicked and cruel! caitiues, henco 
and away', and defile not the place 
which is dedicated vnto your God,and 
they with great indignity deſpitefully 
me haue ſaid,no,no. Belecue veri- 
h,tharGod dwelleth nor amongſt ſuch 
kinde of people. 
Phe. For, a man may ealily ſee, thae 
' | their God hath forſaken them , hath 
\ | dabdthemin the necks, and ſet them 
| ardimfionanddiſcord. They hauc ta» 
\ | firdof nothing ſo little as of godlines, 
' | andtherforethey muſt looke no more 
for any helpe from heauen. Whar? the 
yery ancient ſcruants of God, appoin- 
| | redtoſeruc ar his avlrer , haue not ſo 
much as once bluſhed,in commuting 
moſt horrible and great wickedneſles, 
&the elder fort which ſhould haue bin 
the moſt modeſt , have bin moſt mad? = 
and had no.compaſſion of their equals: 
neither could the age of their atlliaed 
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424 +Adeattations pon the' 
companions .driue them to any com 
paſſion ?.And feeing that all humanis 
tic is rooxed our of their harts, how is 
it poflible for God to'dwell in them? 
Belecue me, theſe: are no men, but 
counterfet Tygres. And:therfore God 
will deale with them as he dealeth 
with brute beaſts , and make one of 
them praye ypon another. . 

Ain, Ha, © Lord, theſe peoplehaite 
fayd rightly, Thou: haſt made. vs to 
feele it in deed: for, after all theſe our 


furious pranks,the time ofpuniſhment * 


came ypon vs: for, our enemies ent» |}, 


roned ys on cuery fide, and whilſtwe | 


were gaping and Jooking for ayd from, 


men,and looked ſo wiſhlie for them, as; | 


that we were weery of looking,& could 
ſce-none ar all come, wee werevery 
fooliſh in looking for helpe from men, 
to' defend vs from: thee, © Lorde, 
which makeſt warre againſt vs. A- 
laffe., what are mens torces able to 
doagainſt thee > What rawpartinal 
the whole world is able ro defend vs 
againſt thy wrath ? G 
' Sade. We haue bene taken as Pat- 
triges in the cod of a ner, thou haſt 
dren vs together on a Covi 
afterward 


4 Lament ations of Terenyy. 42F 


erward coueredſt vs : wee thought 


to haue eſcaped, and our feere ſlid, 


we are fallen, and are ſmared in the 
net : we hauc a7aied ro fleet from one 
place ro another , and we haue bene 
alyaies ſtaied. Aud why ſo? forſoorh, 
becauſe the day was come, We haue 
haſtened the puniſhment by ourper- 
ſuering in euill doing,and haue inthe 
end enforced God to pronounce the 
incuitable iudgemenr of our condem» 
nation againſt vs. | 

Coph, When God hath reſolued to 


| { doathing , all rhings both in heauen 


| tand earth, are ready to execute his 


zeuery rhing makerh ir ſelfe ready 
ſeruehis purpoſe, our enemies are 
reſwifc ro purſue vs , then are the 
es,the Stock doues.For,they haue 
wed ys euen to the tops of the 
ntaines , and mer with vs inthe 
eſerts, I do yerely belecuc, that if we 
were in the deepeſt dungeons thar c- 
ver were, that rhcy would there finde 
vs our, 
- Reſth. And whar ſhall I ſay ? where 
found chey our our good Iofias , cucri 


him,whom thou haddeſt annointed t6 


raigne ouer vs,and whom we eſteemed 


$26 Meditations vpon the 


lives, who was alwaies in our hearts, 
andeuer in our mouthes ? him 
rooke, & led captiue aſwell as ther 
Nothing could keepe him from their 
hands . Ido verily belceue, that our 
finnes are the cauſc of his raking, and 
for our ſinnes ,did he ſuffer and abide 
the ſame , and therefore we haue ſaid 
thus vnto him for his comfert , We 
beſecch thee, © King , patientl to 
beare the affli&tion which the Lorde 
thy God hath ſent thee, which isthe 
ſhadowe and figure of che paſſion of 
him ,who by his dcath ſhall cſtablic 
againe our former fclicity , make vs 
raigne ouerthe Gentiles , and ſubic 
jll the nations of the world vntoour 


Sin, Bur in the meane while hes - 


bound and ſhackled,d moſt heauy and 
lamentable aduenrure , Lavgh thou, 
yealaugh thou thercar, © thou oh 6 
ter of Edome , which dwell: in 

plaines of Arabia , there is enough 
thereof left for thee ,'yea,, thou ſhalt 
drinke of the cuppe when thy curne 
commeth abour, and be made drunke 
with the bitter wine aſwell as wet. 
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Lementations of Jeremy. 4.27 
Foy all make thee hazarde thy 
throate , and thou ſhale belccue ir, 
make a good reckoning of our ſpoiles. 
There is ſmall ioy and comfort in be- 
holding anothers miſery , and thar ioy 
and comfort ſhall we haue,forwe ſhall 
kethem lamenr and be ſory for their 
omepuniſhmenr, cuen ro ſce them- 
ſclues to be ſory for their owne , that 
laughed at ours, 

Te, And therefore I beſcech thee 
dpoore deſolate Syor: , begin to rake 
heart vnto thee , for God bath cft- 
ſoones made an end'of that which he 
hadordained for thy puniſhment , he 
wiladdeno more :HiRion vnto thy 
dolours paſt , for he hath done thar 
which he had adefire and mindeto do. 
He will now fuffer thee by little and 
| Iitdeto reſtore thy ſelfe, ro build a-. 

gaine thine houſes , to rere vp againe 
| | thine aulcers, and ro reedific thy 
' | temples, Feare now no more any new 


' | baniſhmenc, For he will come vnto 
| theehimſelfe , ro reaffure thee, com- 
| forr , and ſtrengthen thee . And as 
' | for thee © thou _—_ of Edome, 
be will now come and viſit thy turnes 


and teach thee thar hee righr well - 


428 Aeaitations wpon the 
knowerh thy life and conuerſati 


thathe maketha good accomprofty 
finnes, and art no more excmpt from 
his iuſtice then any of rhe reſt ; and 
will make thee haue compaſſion oftly 
ſelfe,ſceing thou wilt haue none of ar 
other , and bewaile;tline owne miſe 
ries, becauſe thou haſt laughedatthe 
miſeries of others... ) 


CHAPTER. V. 
T he prayer of Jeremiah, 


- E ſobeirbe me 
76 that we arc thy. 
and thoy our Go ibakal 
vs alittle, '8 confiderthe 
'* miſerable eſtate where 
we ſtand , Conſider I ſay, if therebe 
any opprobrie in the world,wherewith 
we haue not bene. ytterly ouerwhel 
med. Looke not for. it within the hot 
ſes which ourfathers builr for vs, nel 
theryer in,the prouinces which thou 
haſt deſtined for vs: For, we our ſelues 
atebaniſhed, and ſtrange men eniof 
our goods. We have ynknowne heit6s, 
which haue driuen ys out of _ 
Ceners 
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Lamentations of Jeremy. 429 
4 | eſters houſes , and ſent vs away ſtarke 
1 ow FI 
'2 We arelike poore orphans,whoſe 
fathers are dead, and haiie none to di- 
reftandguide vs. = 
3 We are like vnto mourning wi- 
owes that haue loſt.their husbands, 
and although they are nor dead, yer 
we they in their widowhood,and haue 
double occaſion ro weepe and bewaile 
theithpriſoniment & capriuitie of their 
husbands. A ſeruitude, alas moſt rigo- 
rous, yea ſuch a one as is not to be na- 
med,nay more then is able ro be ima- 
gined.For we are driuErodic of thirſt, 
to buy with cur money , the water of 
our'owne fountaines , and to moiſten 
ue poore dry toungs with crael thirſt, 
We are enforced to buy againe our 
4 | wood. tick by Nick,and that very dear- 
1. | Yzzowarmeour ſclues withal,alchough 
1 | rpoore members bee almoſt dead 
With colde, 
| .. 5 Wehauve borne the collar on. ours 
« | Icks, and haue bene yoked- together 
, like Oxen, we haue drawne the waine, 
Sy 
n 
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&laboured like beaſts . And alchough 
the cartle trauell all day, yet take they 
Weir reſt ar night, bur there is no end 


439 Meditations vpon the - 
of our paines taking , neither do we 
findcany reſt in rin © Fn | 
6. Asfor vs ,we are ſold for bread, 
and yet muſt we runne. ynto the fur- 
thermoſt parts of Egipr, to finde thoſe 
that muſt ſer vs a worke. The Aflſirians 
thought to ſhew vs great fauour , in 
morn vs trauell day and night for 
morſell of bread.O Lord,whar an hard 
and pittifull ſlauery is this ? how is it 
oflible that we ſhould thus grecuoul- 
y prouoke thee? 

7 Ibclecuethat thou haſt put ina 
catalogue all the finnes of our forefa- 
thers , and hcaped their finnes onour 
heads. What © Lord ?doth this rigour 
become thy bounty ? Shall our forefa- 
thers begone hence,and ſhall theirpi 
miſhment remaine behind them? $ 
they be dead, & their finnes live? And 
ſhall we beare them & know not why? 

8 And if ſo be that they haue offen- 
ded thee why haſt thou giuen them the 
land of promiſe to polſlefſe ? why halt 
thou ſubiced the ſtrange nations vn 
tothem ? Is ir becauſe that it 1s out 

riurne, to be rhe ſlaues vnto the ſlaues 
of our aunceſtors , and that the world 
might ſee vs-to be capriucs to or 
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| Lamentations of leremy. 431 
that heretofore ſerued vs. 

9 That we ſhould be enforced with 
ſtrokes to labour for our bread , and to 
take paines for others in our own land, 
having our throates alwaics in danger 
of cutting,and dwelling in the wilder- 
nefſe,in ſtead of our goodly houſes? 

10 Behold,o Lord,if thou haue any 
wes, how they haue dreſt vs, bchold 
how our skins are cut and torne with 
bearing they arc as full of holes as a 
fue,and there is not an white and free 

einthem.Famine hath made vs as 
cancas rakes , and they haue all to 
hacked and hewed vs, 

11 Iffo be amongſt all theſe their 
inſolent dealings , they had ſpared ci- 
ther age,ſexc, or noble and wothy per- 
ſons, ithad bene ſomwhart. Bur their 
cruclty was alike,both vnto male, and 


female, vnto young and old, and vnto 


iphry and baſe, Was there eucr a 
wie, in Sion, whome they diſhonoured 
not,or euer a maid, whom they forced 
not ? This weake ſexe, © Lord, powred 
out: before rhee teares and fighes, 
their imbecillity , implored thine Al 
\mightinefſe, their inhumane iniuricy 
wy uſtice, 


432 Aeditations wpon the 


12 How handled they thy princes). 


They bung them vp with their owns 
hands.,and the gray haired old men 
whom old age hd imprinted a kind 
of reucrence and maicſiy,were drayne 
through the dirr by them , and pluck 
and torne,as if they had bene amongſt 
cruel] Tygers, 

13 And whar gc ccy with theyoog 
chiidren tiiulke you ? Verily theyab 
ſcdthem with moſt extreame vnſhays 
faſtneſle , and afterward knocktthem 
3n the heads , thinking to extinguiſh 
chereby,the remembrance of theirab 
homination, and choke vp one fault 
with another, 

14 Alas,O Lord,whar a rangi 
teration is this?For,when as weth 
vpon the flouriſhing eſtate of out 
countrey.and ſet before vs that vene- 
rable aflembly of our Senators, place 
as Gods on the carth , to deliuer or 
clesvnto men , and by their mouths 
to forme the yoice of wſtice , andeal 


ro mind the magnificence of ouriuſs 


and turnies,and draw 0!.; as it werewf 


Iinc andby leuell,cur fine and pleafatt | 


dances,where allthe youth ſhinedand 
gliſtered like the ſtarres in a cleat 
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mdbrighc night. 
*15 O good God, what agriefe and 
ſorrow is this ? Can we take any plea» 
fare and delighr after all this > Muſt 
not wee ſweare a perpetnall mour- 
ning ? and condemne our eyes vnto e- 
verlaſting teares? 

'16 Is ir poſfible that we ſhould be. 


able to live after all this ? Is our 


riefe ſo ſmall, as that it is nor ſuf- 
cient to make vs dye ? Is 'our miſe- 
ne fo cruell, as thar it harh left vs 
eyes ſo long time to behold ir? and 
condemned vs to be ſo long while af- 
flited with fo ſtrange a miſerie 2 Muſt 
wee {ce ar our feete, the pieces of 
theCroyne which fell from ourheads, 
and tread” vppon the ſhiuers of the 
Ccepter. which wee were wont to car- 
nie 1n our hands ? and ſce our kingly 
emaments puld in pieces before our 


| faces ? _ Curſed bee wee, who hauc 


cauſed by our ſinnes, this deſolati- 
ho who haue enforced the. wſtice 

'God to viſite vs in his furic, and 
Baoure ypon vs the fire of his wrath 


, 17 Thisls it thatwe muſt bewayle, 
V 


. dernefſes of qur Cities , rubbiſh of gi ; 
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this muſt be heere che ſpring 
Qur_reares., for tbis is the_foun 

of all 'our. miſcties, Thele are, 

theſe: are: our iniquities, which hays } 
changed the face'of whar ſocuerye } 
ſee to be before vs, which. baue made 
our champion 'grounds deſerrs, wik 
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_ 


and whar is he whoſe ſpirit would not 
be dulled with very dotage, when” 
he ſhall ſee this bemitif RE, | 


put out his eyes with much in 


Gatden of th: world;-and thi t 
all Paletine,to be made now a'Warrei 
of Foxes,where nothing vſec and haunt 
but wilde beaſts 2? - 7 
19. But 'theſe, $ Lord, are the 
blowes of thine owne hand, rar 
keſt great. things" thar theu might 
pull them. downs , which ſerreſt 
Cities and Kingdomes vpon the fact 


of rhe carth, as a Jadder, ro ſhew that j- 
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of Enmentations of lereny, 435, 


by _ are nothing burthe execrement. 
| of all carthly rhings, beare witnefle: 
of thine erernitie and” infinitenefle,_ 
"Thou art, 6 Lord, only erernall, ex-* 


* 


gearnefle , for they ſerue' thee, and 
ate bur as Stewards and diſpenſers 
of thy will. Thy Throne''is farre a- 
baue all corruprible "things, and there 
thou firteſt , making all generarions 
10 paſſe before thee, one after ano- 
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the enhabirants of the carth, cuecn as 
net dorheir garments. L 


ards: vs, thou-thar 'canſt forger 


the righteouſmeſle ©of *thy promiſes 
which thou haſt cuer, made _vnto 
- Wy" choſcn' people >. Wilt thou Ter 


” 
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other” more excellent workes, | 


empr from all courſe and mag. 
for no ximes are able ro meaſure thy. 


her, "changing when ic pleaſerb thee, 


*20 'Bur ſeeing, © Lord, thar rhou ' 
att thus alrogether pood, iuſt, and 
Amightic, wit thon wholie forgct . 
thy goodnefſe and louing kindnefſe 4 
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nothing > Wik thou which ener .kee-. 
peſt thy word and promiſe , forger 


the occaſion * which offereth ir - 
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436 Medatations vpenthe-: 
ſelfe ynto thee. ro _haue pitie. on wy, 
and helpe ys, who. arr nor Almigh. 

rie, but for todo good, and 79. he 

affliQcg 7and, as ſoone ſhouldeſi thay, 
forget ro 4 God. ow forget. ta, 
pardon and forgeue, Very,well tho 

haſt for a LOTS pacereh ON 
vs , and ſeng. vs, calamities, to, 
vs feele chat we. haue offended the 
and we haue perceyuedit right well, 


, 


and wee haug. returned vntg thee, 

with broken. hearrs, and. dolecouly, 

groancd before._thee z, and cherefore 

what more wouldeft. thou have of, } . 
vs ? What orher ſacrifice, may we oy, 
fer vp ynto._ thee , then our ;teares? 
All the reſt is thine, and there 4s Mt: 
thipg in our diſpoſition but ouxwilh, 
and the, ſame we preſent ynto, thee, 
waſhed in. our teares,, prefſed and, 
ſqueezed by, the ſorrowe, of our.rex, 
pentance,, and purged and cleanſed 


: 
*7 3, 


| 

| 
with the zeale of chy liuely; louc, and; | 
chereforc why reiceſt thou ys? Why, | 
cauſeſt thou, ys to waxe old. in. our; 
wiſeries 2 | tn Þ -: 
.21 Na no,/6 Lord, chou arr r00., 8 | 


good and fauoyrable, for ſo Jong ky 
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Lamentations of lerehy. 4.37 
wee ſhalt call yppon thee with ſound 
hearts, rhon wilt nener forſake ys. Bur 
becaiſe,'d Lord, there is no more 
force nor ſtrength in.vs, and thar our 
miſeric hath knockt our fpirirs in the 
head, quicken thou them in vs, arid 
let all our affeRions be ſer vppore 
thee. And to the end wee may con- 
tinually cleaue 'vnto thee, and nor 
have thy grace diſdayne to dwell in 
vs, renue”our ſpirits and'Jiues , and 
reeſtabliſh'vs agame in our firſt in- 


tegritie and purenefle wherein thou. 


createdſt ys. 

\ 22 Thou haſt heretofore repro- 
ued ys, and in reproling vs, haſt re- 
4eRed ys, and to No eruly, thou had- 
deſt reaſon ſo to doo, for our roo 
to0 intollerable iniquities, had moſt 
ſtrongly prouoked thee. Bur fith thar 
wee haue now humbled our ſclues 
before thee, and have done wharſo 
ener we might berhinke vs of, to ap- 
peaſe thee with ail, receiue vs to thy 
grace , poure vppon vs thy benefits, 
embrace ys lovingly as loſt children, 
which come agayne with weeping 
teares , to caſt them ſelues into the 

* V 1 


433 Meditations yon the oi, 
aries of their father, and. mercitiþ/ 
ob ce our prayers _y yrs, | 
& come notnow,0 Lord - 
RY our lips alone, but 
eucnfromehe yery 
botromes of 
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The ſong of Ezechias, 
0" }"4ow don of he eebete. 
| of Iaiah. Chap. 38, 


Am'drycd vp with 

"very forrowe and |} 

3; *priefe,and 1 breath # 
(Bl. our the very laſt 

and when br 


K $513 launche 

with dolor, me rhoughr bs 
L cry our after this FILL d 
muſt I in the middeſt'of my dayes {| 


| deſcend into the pit ?'Is- Sie” flower l 
| | of my youth no/ſ6oner harched , bor 


that death muſt by and by come't6 
garher me vp? And'thall-my brighteſt 
f and moſt clearc ſhining dayesbe con. 
2 vetred into darkenefſe'?'' O; farewell 
\ | then, farewell, 1 fay, wobfeccrBa 
| TF- thee from - brig 

the night ho, makes 
fs 3 - £191 «| Yah To 


and ſenderh me a great way vponthe 
carth, euenynto hell gates, 
2. Bur tell me, I beſeech thee, what 
ſhall become of the reſt of my life? 
hicher ſhall the reft of my yeares 
flye? O, vayne and deceyrfull hope, 
which nouriſheſt our minds andpur- 
poles, and afterward leaueſt them in 
the middeſt of rheir courſe. 1 hoped 
to hauc had a faire and white 01d-ape, 
and diſpoſed of mine houſhold, ro-mb 
tigate the diſcommiodiries' thereof, 
builded palaces,deuiſed garden plots, 
& got riches gogether, copleaſure m 
childre withall, & to make mercy ud 
wy friends, and ſo we and <cafily.9 
ſpend the reſt ofmine age in ſeruingof 
od, and doing good vnto men. But] 


muſt now change wy nore, andfings 
nother ſong, and am enforced, 0 God, 
to ſay now vato thee, I thall ſeerhes 
no more in the land of the lining, 

3 I ſhall ncuer more, I ſay,lift.yp 
mine eyes (no thee amongſt the lk 
- uing,& incurning my face towards the 
corners of this world behold & adwire 
' the works of thine hids. Farewellmolt 
beaurifull and glorious Sunne, which 
haſt ſo oftenrilca farre —_ 

c 
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T he ſong of Ezechias. 441 
rers,to geue vnto mine eyes the ſhi- 
ning brightnefſe of thy beames. Fare- 
wellpale fluery Moone, which by de- 
grees ſlakeſt the ſhadowy ſayles of the 
night, & þy degrees markeſt the mea- 


ſures of our rime;putthy ſelf our when 


euer thoti wile, for my fight is pur our 
for euer ſeeing of thee, And ye gliſte» 
ring ſtarces of. light, which couer by 


- pacemeaſures ali alongſt this azured 


playneskyes,and which ſpredouer our 
weake bodies your heauenly powers, 
ſay your ſelues when you will, for, ye 
haue nor any power ouer thedead;and 


 6yeritch meadowes, wither when ye 


will your excellent. enameled flotres, 
and 6 yce chriſtall. pringheads; dry 
vp when yee will the beds of running 
ſtreames, for death commeth:to ſecle 

mine eyes, & to bcreaue me of your 
Meefanr fights : farewell © wotld: tare» 
well © men, and farewell whar ſo'cuer 
pleaſure I. haue had'inthisplace. And 
ye my deate'friehds;:Joheere my laſt 


our ſweet friendſhip. And ye Ss 
Qion 
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heards Tents of Scythia, ro day here; 
and to morrow there. O moſt bitter } © 
and 'grieuous ſepararion, which pluc-. 
keſt the children out of the armes of 
their father, and from the: ſweet'bo- 
ſome won _ os oy Fa | 
' 5 Burwhy is this ſo. qui ,and 
ainſt all hope ?I came no ſooner to | 
be ſer ypon the frame, and ſcarſly was 
there a bait or ſtale layd for my life, * 
bur that rhe workeman was ready 
pur his fleame, or lancing knife into 
me, What a kind of alteration,6 Lord, | 
is this ? In how horr a time changeth 
the face of the world? And truly, are 
not the euening<and morning all + | 
like? For, I was this morning aliue, 
and lo, I am now amongſt the dead. | 
I looke but for the houre, wherein 
I meane to tread the fields, tharl 
might trufle vp bag and baggage; and * 
away. | * 
6 Why ?I was this morning avery”. 
gallanr, and I was tickled with new = 
and ſtrange hopes, I proued mine; | 
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boud, yy ator brekleby 
funder my bones, and oe, I amftirer- 
ched.our,-and readie tb yeeld vpthe 
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The ſong of: Exochiat: 443 


: one fi , and:me choughr-I was 
{ found, and liketoliue Jong, andLhad 
1 anorld of deuifes in minehead;and 
every minure my Courage: encrent | 


G4, and 3000 deach comme 


laſt gaſpe of my life. Alaffe, Iwas this 
morning ſome body, and now ar nighe 
Iſhalbe nobody; © God,whar a ſinall 
diſtance is: there iberweene a mans 
being, and qumigae fwd va 
morning to night 'cuery man goeth 
this broad bearen wwe : yea yeag 


$Lord, ina moment, if t pleaſe, 
amanpafſeth from the one tothe os 


The 'firſt - courſe. of the heauens' is: 
__ "ener _ yung and yer: £ 
curring more ſu 
daine, and far nimbler,for thou geueſt 


 vslife in breath z on'vs, an whe that 


| air Jookeſt \ er 
& we arc borne; & thou thr 
thineeye fr6 vs, and by and 
dead.” We are the bubble of rh wget 


gg withthelcaſt mouings = 


444 T he ſong of Ezechias, 
and is puffed our' with the ſmallet 
winde. We are the harueſt Jeafe hang. 
ing now ypon the tree, and cftſoone 
lying flaton the ground; or co ſpeake 
more properly, we arc the ſhadow ofa 
dreame, which isquire gone ſo ſoone 
as we awaken, Burt although, © Lord, 
death hath laid faſt hold on me, and 
that oneof my fecte is already ih the 
graue,yct will I cric out ynto thee,and 
coniure thee by thinc infinite power, 
and pittifully 'gi1one-ynto thee, inac 
knowledging my miſery , and thy cle- 
mency , wik thou not then haue com 
paſſtonypd me? wouldſt thou nor ſony 
what lengrhenthethred of my life? 
, 7 The terror,o Lord,ofthy great ma 
zeſty maketh me afcardto ſpeake: &aþ 
though I feele my miſery to prefle me 
andpurſue me, & that Ilknow my helpe 


&.in thee, yet dare I nor addrefle wy | 


praicr vnto thee. Bur I am like vnrothe 
young new hatched ſwallow,who being 
naked and withour feathers ,.is left 
lone in the neſt; pirrifully chirping and 
looking for Kerdam . Nay,l amrathd 
' like ynto the fearefull Doue alone 
her®neſt, who ſecing the Getfalco) 


ſoaringouer her head, hiderh herſelle | 
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T he (ong of Ezechias. 445 
poore miſerable Doue, & firreth cloſe 
and amazed , by reaſon of the danger 
- theſecth herſelf in, O my God, I know 
my miſery, & do right well vaderſtand 
minednfirmity . Bur although © Lord, 
thatwith aſubmifſe voice & rrembling 
wards, 1 implore thy maicſty, yer for- 
ſake me nor | humbly beſeechthee. 
8 Is irſo Jong ſithence, 0 Lord,thae 
I turned mine cies yato thee, to call 
yponthy goodnefſc:Iam alwaics won- 
tedtoJife.vp mine cyes on hie.,O Lord, 
Iamata nonplus,t amforced , and my 
miſery is. gone ouer mine head: and 
therfore I beſeech thee to helpe megif 
it.way.ſo pleaſe thee, 
9. .,Butalas,darel ſpeake vnto God, 
and ſhew my ſelfe vnro him ? Euen I, 
whom-he hath created with his owne 
hands,and faſhioned by his grace,who 
inſtead of ſeruing and honouring of 
him,hauc giuen my ſelfe yno the plea» 
{ures of this world, and turncd the ho- 
or which 1 awe vato him,vnco carth- 
brand corruptible things?whar anſwer 
villhe make me ? forif he grow-once 
tobe angry,and ſhewhimſelfe voro me 
inhis fury,wich chat countenance hat 
be ſhalliudge the guiley,wereirnoran 
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446 T he ſong of Extchias; 


hundrerh times betrer for me, ro haub Y 


held my peace, then ro ſpeake ? Butk 


were berter, ſay, to be dead and burp | 

ed, then ro hane eyes TO {ee him and 

"cares ro heare'him ? whit thert ſhall 
| 1 


[Jeithcr do or ſay? 

peaſe him before, in' preſenting him 
foran offring the cont ieion 6f niing 
hearr,and bitterneſſe of my ſoule, and 
inmy greeuous anguiſh, will callts 
minde all my yeares paſt, lay abroade 
the moments of life, runne ouer the 
Number of my finncs , thar I might 
cleanſe: and purge the finnes and 
rranſprefſions, which defile my cons 
ſcience',' and ſtirre yp Gods wrath 


me. | - 0 
1x And therfore thou ſhalt,6 Lord 
moſt afſuredly ,: ſeeing thar 1 rerutne 
yntothee,and birterly weepe for mine | 
offences,receiue my repentarice »and' 
through the hearrinefſe of my contis: 
Tiwall prayers which 1 ſo co 
powre our vnto thee , oppoſe : 
ſharpe and heauy wrath. Cl. 
Ray the hand of thy iuftice , whuch 
would ſwallow me vp.Thou ſhale ture. 
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\nray the dare of death , whoſe pal | | 
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of this waxld,; yet loc a flore of atfliQti- 


enthe 


harh alfea- 
dy ſhortencd - And:rhou ſhalr bee 
contented"thar thoix haſt reprooucd , 
me without veterly yndoingme , and 
made eto acknowledge and confefle 
* finnes , with puniſhing me for the 

: e " 


|. 22 Andalchough I chinke my ſelfe 
hlefſed , and as it were, in moſt excel. 
cellent. peace, yer doll vſe,nay rather 
thou halt lent and youchſafed mee* 
yea, and alchough, I ſay'sI thouldbe+- 
drunken with the hony ſircerpledſures 


onand miſery 1s beride me, which as 4 
moſt birrer brooke. , is come vpon me 
todrowne me and ſwallow me yp . But 
as I was about togiue'y the ghoſt, 1 
felrthee raking me-by che hand , and 


Iefle was I able to hold vp my head, 
and open my mouth,tovtter and ſhy 
forth thy holy grace and mercy. Thou 


haft broken the chaines 'of thewickdl 


affe&ions , which held me bound vntd 


theſe curſed finnes.Andneverthelefſe, 


becauſe they are cuer before thitie 
eyes, and thar my repentance inſome 
meaſure coniureththy goodnefle, and 


mine iniquiry ſharpenerh thy iuſtice, 


yet haſtrhou caſt all mine offencesbs 


hinde thy back, and'turned them alls - 


way from thy preſence, to the end, 
theremight be nothing -berweeneme 
and'thy mercy.,'to hinder me frombe- 
T1ng:enuironed by the ſame;as thine ol 
by-and affured defence . Buri/how can 


this be 6 Lord, that thou;who ſeeſtall 


things both preſent 8& ro-come;, which 
ſeeſt lary + 

the botromes of our hearrs,tharinte- 
gardofme alone,0 Lord,thoubecew 
meft blinde , ' and ſeeſt nor my ſnnes 
which 'enuiron 'me round about ? © 


how wonderfullpreat is thv mer, 


which blindfoldeththe eyes of rhy De* 
itic, which hiderhfrom thee thar ave 
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colifrvp'mine eyesvnroheaucn,muth | 


the earth, and pierceſt . 
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ry-one ſecth, and maketh thee ye 
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that-which thou kneweſtbeforeſuch/ 
"tune asiewas done. © oo 
-73: From wlience,6 Lord;commeth: 
this great. change :and. alreration -in; 
thee > whence.commethy it, that ro do 
me-fauour ,thou purreſt ſo farrefrome - 
thee; thy iuſtice which is. naturally av 
thee 2 Lwonder , bur yet. canriet 1'tell 
froms whence this: thy -ſo & pt ele- 
mency and: fouing kindnefle/ procce- 
dth.lr is ,yeairiss& Lordy becauſe 
thou wi faue vs whether we wil or nog 
andre draw vsas it were by-force, out 
of.that condemnation which we moſt 
mitly hauedeferued, For,thou art the 
God-of glory, jealous of horiour/ and. 
ptaiſe, for thou art. alone worthy -cher- 
of,/Thau knoweſtrighrwell that very 
hellſhall praiſe thee, and thou knoweſt 
alſo, Lord,that:death irſelfe. ſhall ſer- 
forthithy praiſe Seeing that rhou haſt- 
crearcd all things,to reſtifie thine infi- 
onal andpower', ſhall deathy 
hich is orie of thy works,make an end: 
of thy praiſe? Yea,and ſeeing thou haft- 
here placed mango life yp his eyes-vn- 
toheauen;and to behold thy glory,and- 
tofingbork with gpeart and mouth, 
acoatinualihymae therof;and-ifthou' 
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ES abrcache |. 
'one of the © ine hy 


| hedend oe bod hach Arorgs 
Be 5 | rncans whome the' 
heir! 


Larmene ? No, ne., it ſhall be thelk 
wing. man'thar- (hall: publiſh : and ſet) | 
forch thy praiſe, che man , Iſay; that } 
liucth.,} and that liuin life whichis | © 
mainrained by choſe bleſſings which? } _ 
beſtoweſt; ypon. vs here onthe) | 
| 


TT, and thar-life which: is nourb! } 
by the beholding of thy Deitieg! {| 
and by the bleſſings whichthourd 
yppe in heauen , Euen 60 
Loxde, do.I at this'day widnbeap | 
ingichath pleaſed thee to.conuerri wr i © 
Uieaies "oy and; bleſing/a _ + 


= To E eos 0 ow mm be 
fahers may rell-vnto their. children, 
what the effeas of thy mercies are, 
how ſure the <_ of rhy 

and how vnd 
' word; And ol 
hindermoſt po 


name. 


15 Sceing then my God, thar thou 
haſt alſured me this life, 1 meane this 
carth'y and corporalÞ lifes 
allo affurance of | is heat 
dine life, ro ihe. c 


moſt full of all” 


the rruth of thy 
ver thelaftand 
eritie , ſhall IT 

hand what hath be fallen vnto my per- 
it will praiſc and blefſe chy 


ope and "—_— 
- may paſſe the. reſt v7 wy daies', in. 
- praiſing and ſeruipg of rhee continu- 
ally . Mine aboade, © Lorde, ſhallbe 
1 ahvaies 92 che fcere of | 
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By. 73732 The Holy Love: 


'J Before it was taren” 
| apart and rebound (by 


R, Lunow) this book was 
in the orig. plain vel- 
lum forel, which was 


mwinkled and 8hrunk 
4 awvey from the edges. 


Wile it was in sheets 


"1 examined” it and found 


it as DSLOEL 


naliations -A2 B-Ti- 
vi(ys.7). 
Note: Perhaps $should 
real yi(—71:; 2). 
These two leaves are 
Joubtless A1;2. 
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